FO 'Y 
TY : \ a SY 's BY 
Le jo: . * ge: ts x eras IF 
4500 XY V2, EAESATS A BEE Se Rs OO. oe 
£4. '* : ; WORE IH SE 
» WIS . — £Sy 
bs a I * + Bb FI 


" Diſcovered amidſt. the CeleſhalC Orts of 


Or I EO IT JO 


Davids Pſalms; 


24 


ac _ Let 


By way of Parapbraſe upon the 


OS. OTE 


[AERIE ppemond | 


ee een) 


> 24 
I as EEE 
- 


: Humanum eſt errare ; 
Divinum quid emendare. 
Todo amiſs is incidint to Fumane Nature; 


To repair 01 our failings lomething Divinc. 
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Humanum: eſs errare; 
' Divinum qnid emenaare. 


To do amiſs is incident to humane. Nature; 
| To repair our failings ſomething Divine. 
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Right Honorable and Hluftrious Lady 
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EY 2aupht by her Heavenly Eſpouſe, that 
PE according to the ordinary conrſe ſet down 
Koo bybu Providence, none arrivediothe 
'* knowledge of good and evil, can reach 
their Beatitude ; but by the wings of Pennance. 
'Tiza Decree paſſed immediately after our Firſt Pa- 
rents tranſoreſiion , that he Should 'not eat. his 
Bread, bur at the rate of ſweaty Browes : 
eAnd though God ſeems to diſpenſe intbu ſevergSentence 
inthe old Law, promifing to the exact obſervers of 
it, long life, abundance of wealth, 2 plen- 
tiful poſterity, andthe like: Yet this was done ( as 


he will leave no vertue unrewarded) in regard that Hea-' 


vens Gates were-then ſhut up : But when Chriſt 
had cleared their paſſage unto Eternal felicity, and clapt 
the T horns ( which were the fruit of our fins ) upon bu 
own Head, then they recovered ſo high a Being, and 
orew to that value, as the heavier God layes by Hand 
upon #1, the more hu loveappears : So that now the 
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The Epiſtle 
mark of our happineſs i the Son of God not gon. 
ed, but ſcourged, ſpit upon, crowned with 
Thorns, torn with Whipps; and nailed to 
the Croſs. : REF 
Hence it 1s we find our \weet Redeemer born 
in Tears; bred up in obſcurity, and conduding the 
upſhot of his life with all the circumſtances of 1ntamy 
 andpain ; at the opening of his grand commiſſion to preach 
unto the World, his firſt Exordium was an exhortation 
4nto pennance, 4sif it were the ſole Loadflone to draw 
Heaven towards us : And St. Paul hi great Diſciple 
declares it ; nay he makes no exception, thatall thoſe 
who would be happy muſt crucity their flesh 
with their vices. - IE | 
Thus you ſet, Madam, that every Hand, whe- 
ther innocent or guilty, whether noble or vulgar, ought to 
be firetched forth to ſow the bitter Seed: of pennance : 
If we have ſucked invertue even withour Milk, and 
thrived with a daily encreaſe in the ſequel of our life, yet 
we ought not ( ſayes St. Auſtin ) deſcend intothe T omb 
but by the wayof pennance : Apain if we have com<- 
plyed with the Frailties of our corrupt nature, and treſ- 
paſſed againſt the duty we owe to our good God, | pen- 
. nance /tkewiſe muſt be our SanEtuary : Sothatpen- 
nance us furnjhed withtwo Wings to bear us up to 
Heaven , the one » faſhioned out by love , which 
prompts us to become by a courſe of ſeverity, a true Copy of 
our ſuffering Original; the other # framed by flrokes 
of Juſtice, andexats worthy fruits ; that is, ſuch as 
may 
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may. in ſome proportion be anſwerable+10: our- failingy,;, + 

and ahough this other. have 110t 4.motive altogether ſo. 
Hetoith, * yer it (phi kagreat Vertue; becauſe. FIR 
| 4 upon aitagk the moſtiknotiythat can be imagined; as. 


ro/appeaſe the faco-of dnunyryGod, ... Bepder, in | 


Tenders-abat <Adion juſt and ;equirable,, -tn-that-it. 
aims t& repair the injury and contempt thrown by far ups 
on' bis greateſt «' 'W. here fore. we ought not to bluſh. upot), 
either of theſe accounts w wearithe [1veries-of pens. | 
nance': /f ox the: formet ve. monfy our, ſenſes 
upon Eurth,  andveſt our\ felues with the habit of .Chrif 
fhaped out to the Tmage of his: Death, it © 4perfe 
Metamorpholy:wroughthytbe power of love, :and 
for whith Figure-ohe very +-Amgels (were they.capable of 
ſenſible impreſſions) ): would be. Shed teenage: web 64 
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Then © 7”. | 
| 1luftrious in Blood, and emment in Sanclity, bave 
taught by their Example, that the glittering of the 

World, anda penitential Heart arena things in- 
' compatible: 7: werets:groap inthe Sun>heams to 
F..  playthe Ignorantinthy Truth, that.is, notto-acknow<.. 
i ledge that in all ages fince Chriſt's viſible. appearance upon 
Earth, Princes amd Ladies of noleſs' extration-have 
been found, who under a Cloth of Ty ſuc,” and the_s 
richeft| Ornaments have covered their-tender Bodies 
with Hair-cloths : Who amidſt the delicacies of the 
Court, have maceratedthemſekves with faſting, and - 
ſeaſoned their repaſts with hitter ingredients : VV ho 
have more yalaed*one hours entertainment between 
God'#id their happy Souls, than all the Balls and 
Maſquesto which external compliance the greatneſs of 
their conditionin fone ſort obliged them. * For the eſſen- 
tial part of permance conſiſts inthiimeriour diſpoſition 
of thee ſind, that is, whe operation of the under- 
ſtanding and wilt The. underſtanding jrf re- 
preſents- unto ea Gol | aiſobeyed, and ſeor ned; .and hu 
Fuſtice\((by this ipdignity:ftirred ap to vindicate, bis ho- 
or" )\chyeathing #othing but ruine .and :deſolation\in this 
diſtreſs, the underſtanding: further ſugge/ts.that we - 
baverirefu oebut to the throne of mercy, /whereupon 
the will falls to work, ' laments what is paſſed,: proteſts 
ap4ihft Why Frititve Yoimplyqizee with bad juclinations, and 

1 with a bolyJorrowund affliction, ſubmits to 


ay pſa fol honoguied + Theſe ae the gr 
Piratoriervo Juſtificationy and whenoncetbeyare com- 
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i= | Dedicatory. 
pleated by a ray of Faith , firengthened with hope , 
and animated with charity," ths vertueof pennance _. 
grower up to that efficacy, asto obtain, in confideration 
of the extellency of its afts, 'and fervency of the:vA gent 
fall remiſſion of all fin : Whence it gevident this 
grand work; of pennance- may be: hrought within the 
precinfls of our interiour, ani conſequently the vain aps 
pearance of precious attyre, andceremonies of great- 
neſs may poſſibly reach only to the film or outſide, 
whileſt within they poſſe humility, purity, tem+ 
perance and other ( briflian vertues. Wh 
”  Togive a further elucidationof this point, you will 
pleaſe Madanv' t know, that Chriſt our Lord-in ba 
copious'Redemprion bad rwo main deſigns: 
The one to gain the Hearts of «Men to the obedrence 
ar he" foreſaw a ſlight wound-recerved upon their . ſcare 


ing. motives imaginable to-work them t0-their duty , 

and what greater than'to receive __ hu Backtheſtripes. ' 
dueto anotbers tranſprefiion.”[t ts related of St. Gre= 
gory the preat, thathe neverbebeld the pourtraiture of 
Abraham wah bi «Arm __ Sacrifice Waac , © 
but-it drew\T cars from himi;' and far ns to bebald the 
Erernal Father abandoniny: his-0wn and only Son 
zo" all the outrages which accurſed miſcreants could infli8. 
upon him , withous 'any reſentment: of aur obligations, 
efpecialty ſence they were direfedito lead us into the enjoy- 
mentof eternal felicity, 1 certainly wonder bes 
7 ks "My 


would have little efe& ; wherefort he uſed all the;endear<. 
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The Epilile : 


youd all the prodegies he:everwrought, Wwe ſee that very 
| Fygers are won by the unreſt, [able power of good turns , 

wherefore Chriſt our Lord hoped by thus Engin to make 4 - 
breach-into.us , and if once he-made an Entry into our 
Hearts, he' knew we would preſently Capitulate, 
and fiirrender ar aſt with colours flying ; that i«, 

conform our ſelves to his commands theugh upon the large 
Articles of enjoying many ſenſual pleaſures, which his 
indulpent Rules allow to the more Barth pare of e Mane 
Kind. : | 
Beſides this rational def ign of working us ton 

Complyance with his precepts , he had- yet another 
more ſublime in his ſuperabundant ſatisfaction, which 
was to'teach us the Law of loye'; now this 1 an Enemyis 


mercenary aims, and carryes u beyond the-Crude prins 
Ci iples of doing nomore than what 14 previ ſely command= 


ed; . St. Peter tellsur hzarife in thu ſo rigorous 4 dif 
charge of our debts, that (ſayes be) we might. fol- 
low: and tracc his ſteps. For he knew ths; afflis 
Hive way ſo neceſſary 10 ne; +45 things.u0w ſland, after our 
corruption in Jn, "that albeit one groan of-bu had been 
ſufficient through the dignity of: bis infinite perſon-t0 
baveredeemedamillion of: Worlds, yet he-was content. to - © 
load: bomſelf- withall theinjuries tha Man can entre; 
believing bis commands would prove leſs effitacious 
thanthe. model and pattern of an ime nic love, Fares 
—— truely unto us inhisown ations. i Ty 
ft 35 floried. of a King amongſt the Gretinns, 
that he had a Pen Very deformed, a4 it could not but 
 .create 
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create in dhe. ſenſe of the bebolders.a great: dilaſts, How: 
ever hisgoodnels wid SHARED 9 Wrought upon. hie 
Subjedts;, tha; ry R's Fore mes of "natufe. in 


their. Sovereign ,.. #9 = al frekes. of per 
Wie 7 119! 
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310d T: Ii 77 TY 
into a belief, that very Monſters.o 


Vaal 5 'en 
nature are 


quaint perfetions, wig oye yl uthority 
and everadorablecxampleufour Lord 7 eſtes, ws 
find fomeb credit' amongſt. Men, \ {0 effec et, 1 Pat 
poverty, chaſtiry, contempt. Paticnce J 
{ecutions, and the like,  Wha1C ll, 1 ET; (FE 
bad entertained with horraur,, might afterwards its 
as:tmch veneration;. /eacerbe. had, Gigs {ono 
them by his-ſufferings, rai! ex bg h if Brea 
fix them by: hieauthgrity, . and tortifp Bi. | NA 3 
mirableexample: , Hebad "reaſantg) e B.,- 
ſelf that «Aden wouldno more flante at Faſt 1n \ 
cloths, TOSS prayer, umpearied | 
gud aultcritics; of, aff kent. face. be. himle 
Lordand Mafterhall follonedthe veſame track: all thy 
Documents behath chaulkgd out tous from. the rib 
_ throughthe whole courſe of hi;mortal life even into pl | 
| Crols,: hadno ather ain: than to draw us fro 001106 
of fading objefts, andto divertus from Placing an 
licity in them. - 


| or truly Madam bath this defy 1 proved pſuce, 
ef, Fre for his example hath put Heng of EE 
* * * poſſ Zolh 


rous hearts upon the tagk, of ſufferings , andj 
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85 ment the World ord: themſelves Yor:bi) Jake 
reach; th" 4 cotr pleat  YEtUrn , - 4# leaſt they hoped ty 
them Oy. eir 'o Tg? ant manifeſt how -# 
they LO Dok bz amorous conqueſts;:'. 
Treat ' Madam 4s pronuted _— 
fon nA rig 7 pub 5h t6 the 'wpyld what pennan cc 
fag. 7 ſets bafo re. onr Eyes «King -W Bad: 
NJ "but but bj Enitential acts' he for CEE, 
nahetherſticceeding' apebp rained vt mbre 
Nor than if he bad aever-loſt-bis iris 
 noCente; und; lent 1s. ſaid of the increduloute Apoſtles 
dh flow belief ckarettous alttiifts bf doubt, 
a.the miſcatriages of ow great Penitentwarn i 
| WP our own weaknels; not to #4ft 10 our ſelves ia - 
E ap ous occaſions, "at alſoof Goi's etclinirig 
rey [oebFiuld ur from deſpaiy”: NU AS 
| '*: New, we are taught by this Royal Fevirone} 
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before this addreſs you may have happily rendered your ſelf a 
Captive to the ſacred charms of your ſuffering 
| Redeemer, yet if the peruſal of theſe poor deſcants_ 
may add but one Spark to thoſe. your boly enkindled 
flames; / ſhall thinkmy labour in thus Subjeft well ſpent, 
by which IT hope will be evidenced bow much your eternal 
goodirvalued by : 

= MADAM .. ro 
Your truly deyotedSeryant + . - 


| Nicolas Croſs. 
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- Miſerere:me1 DEius, 
Have mercy oume, 0 GOD. 


(1) 
uy 


CDC DECEASED bo D 


1 T chefirſtentrarice our King- 
ly Prophet prefers his Peti- 


(Ps Fe | tion; | and without any C1r=- 
1.5 cumlocution expreſles in di- 

BA oa O6;5" 
=== rect terms what he would 


have, «M iſerere mei Deus , have mercy 01 me, O 
God; and hedo's it with ſuch confidence as 
1f he hada right to be forgiven : which 
minds me of a rare {entence of S.(regory 
Niſſen; that Man cannot more willingly 
ask pardon, than God 1s ready to give it : 
The Divine Majeſty expects (1t it may be 
ſoexpreſs'd) with paſſion the converſion 
of a {inner, and no ſooner a repenting 
motion animates his heart, but the whole 
Courtofheaven is alarmed with joy, and. 
this joy is followed with showers of mer- 
cy:No wonder then if ourPetitioner make 
his addreſs with ſolittle Ceremony, _ 

A. E 


(2) 
he ſpeaks to a Judge reſolved to mercy up- 
on his ſubmiſhon ; to aEather who is tranf- 
ported with; joy at the fight of his long 
loſt Son: toa Creatour who hath framed 
every particle of his.being, and perfectly 
knows how frail,,weak , and prone toin- 
numerable failings he:is (if leftto himſelf) 
wherefore he cryes Miferere mei. Deus , have 
mercy onme, O God. He $helters this guilty 
( me) ©wixt 'God that made him , and 
Mercy that muſt ſave him; on theſe rwo 
he aifichors'all his hopes, which being let 
down by a vigorous faith renders him ſe- 
cure amidft all the ſtorms, that hell and 
carth can taife ; fo that now like a rock 
he ſtands braving allhis enemies aſſaults, 
who not long before was handed like a 
ball from one pleaſure to anorher , as if 
he had been made up of ſenſuality, paſ= 
ſion, and a neglet of God. | 
Next in this exordium our Pctittoner 
would infinuate a great truth, that the 
firſt grace is a free gift of God, and man 
aiveſlcl of mercy, not of merit ; hence 
.he cryesMiſerere mer Deus, that 1s to lay , 
| let him pine away in ſorrow, and re- 
pentance , let him produce acts of- ar-. 
dent” affection , by-which he prizes 
God 


| (3) 
God above all things imaginable , .. yet 
when'all this is done, he 16a Child of 
perdition, and clouded with the guilt at 
Sin, unleſs an act of Grace-be made him 
from his Sovereign : Wherefore. we. mult 
know that Grace expellino Sin by acceſs: unto 
the Soul, finds.there no merit, nothing thar 
can pretend toa juſtification; neither Faith 
nor any other Vertue- ſtrikes the {troak, 
Hlince Grace is the bar, or ground-work 
of all merit, whence its being isderivedno - 
leſs than a beautcous Flower from the_ 
Plant that gives it birth : This piece of 
Divinity Jay not hid to our penitent, hence 
he acknowledges his imbecilityin meriting. 
any favour, only he'{trives by holy a&s 
ct love, and grief to diſpoſe himſelf. for. 
mercy : Nay though he should comfort 
himſelf with ACathan's words that he:was 
already poſſeſſed of the firſt Grace, yet to 
' perſevere in it, ſo asnot to fall again, he. 
knew muſt be the work of theſame merci- 
ful hand; forit is no leſs outof our reach 
to become; juſt, than to remain ſo, with= 
outa conſtant ſupply of many actual Gra» 
ces, which muſt iflue grats from Heaven: 
This kepr him il] in humility, asnever 
to preſume of his own ſtrength; alwayes 
in 


(4) 
in fear, withoutany ſecurity of happineſs 
in this life : So that having throughly 
ſcann'd the Condition of Man in this pre- | 
ſent State, he concludes, the beſt leſſon | 
ſuitableto our continual wants here,/is in- 
ceſſantly to repeat, and entreatunder this 
effetual form, eAMiſerere mei Deus , haygmer- 
cy onme, O God. / wy | 
Whil'ſt he thus layes all his hopesat the 
feet of mercy, he cannot bur bleſs che ſweet 
proccedings of Heaven, in requiring of 
us to compaſs our happineſs, that which is 
ſo conformable both to our Reaſon and 
Nacure : For can there be any thing more 
rational, and delightful co Man, thanto love 
a Sovereign Good, to congratulate the Di- 
vine Eſſence, Divine Subliftences, Divine 
Attributes, and unchangeable pertections 
eſſentially ſeated in God ; Can there be 
any thing more juſt, than to deſire this 
greatneſs and goodnel(s should have his 
Pivine Laws FIElled, the Univerſe con- 
{ſerved for the Encreaſe and Accomplish- - 
ment of his Service, and that all praiſe and 
Benediction be poured forth beforchim_. 
by all Creatures both in Heaven and 
Earth: Can there be any action more 


commendable than to conceive an extream 
den 


(5) 
deteſtation of Sin, becauſe injurious to 
His Supream Majeſty, and obſtructive to 
hisglory; andyer-iindoing this, weſoat- 
temper ourſelves for the reception of his 
favours, that as in the Order of Natural 
things, upon the Organization, and fitted 
Diſpoſitions of a Body, he hath obliged 
himſelf to infuſe a Soul, ſo he hath no leſs 
engaged to veſt that Mind with ſupernatu- 
ral Grace, which by acts of love and re- 
pentanceshall be prepared for it. - 
Butalas! Amidlt theſepleafing refle&i- 
ons, when helooks into himſelf he finds 
a check, ſeeing he cannot even diſpoſe 
himſelf for this happineſs without a ſuper- 
natural aid; for though 'tis true humane Na= 
ture by its own ſtrength knowes that God 
is worthy of all love, yetour knowledge 
in morality is much more capable of compre- 
hen/t6n than praftice: Tis not enough to have 
Wings tofly,if they be ſohamper'd as they 
cannot bediſplay d; ſo this natural facul- 
ty in Man of loving God above all things 
is ſo weakned by original Sin, anda mil- 
lion of Obſtacles, that we find the incli- 
nation of doing it far more ineffectual, 
than the ditlamens of our reaſon to have it 
done, And no wonder when St. Thomas 
B aftirms, 


(6) © 
affirms, our ill by original Sin, is much 
more damnified than our underſtanding , 
whence ſelf love growes powerful in us, 
and if it hath-not a counterpoiſe of ſuperna- 
tral ſuccours, we are violently hurried 
into the purſuit of Fading, :and ſenſible 
obje&s. This confideration-makes our. 
penitem deplore the miferies of humane Na- 
ture, ſo wounded and made impotentun- 
to good, as of her felt she cannotpay what 
She owes tothe moſtlawful objef of all bearts, 
for his juſt homages are not only Sighs, 
Groans, - and Enthuſitaſtick rhrowes, bur 
effective ſervices; as the exact obſervance 
of his commands, an' averſion from what 
pou? puta ſeparation 'twixt God and our 
Soul, fuchare fenfual pleaſures, greatneſs 
in the World and honours in exceſs, vi- 
Qtory over Temptations, and in many en- 
counters this love exacts a perpeſlion of 
all the Calamities to which Man is inci- 
dent, even to the privation of life, thar 
he may not fall into tranſgreſſions oppo- 
fite unto it: And theſe difficulties do ſo 
far exceed humaneimbecility, thatar laſt 
| he makes this reſult, he muſt ſtick cloſe 
to his preliminary addreſs,m:ſerere mei Dens, 
bave mercy onme O God, Po” 
Again, 
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Again, when he reflects onthe diſtance 
of theſe Terms Deus © mei, (Jodand me; 'mae- 


thinks it should ſtartle the greatelt, Afſu- 


rance, to conſider the ſublmiy of him thar 
is offended; and the:deſpicability:of the offen- 
dour; the oneis immenſeand fills all places; 
the other is contracted into the dimenſions 
of a ſmall Body; the one is immurable, and 
{till the ſame, the other 1s corruptible, :and 
mouldring away every Moment towards 
that nothing from. whence it came:; the 
one 15 eternal, the ather ſubject to time; the 
one is the object of Reatitude, the aher of 
Miſery : *Tis true our penitent 1n relation 
to earthly greatnefs was qualified withrhe 
higheſt Title the World can give, as being. 
Sovereigne Monarch, and ſole Rater of a cho- 
ſen Nation, a vaſtand numerous Body of 
People; yet if compared to God, he is not 
ſo much as aneAtome in reſpett of the Sun: 
And for this me, this nothing to riſe up in 
rebellion againſt ſuch a Sovereign, irmuſt 
needs work a ſtrange Confuſion and Di- 
ſturbance within him how to make his ſub- 
miſſion; o# the one fide dejected by his own 
unworthineſs, on the ather, dazled and con- 
founded by the glory of the incenſed. Yet 
at laſt he breaks through all obſtacles, and 

11m< 


(8) 
implores mercy, he had rather perish in hop- 
ing too much, than ro commita Sacruledge 
in diſtruſling the goodneſs of him who in- 
vites all withour diſtinction- unto him: 
Nay I believe, had the object againſt which 
he treſpaſſed , been any thing leſs. than 
God, he would never have opened his 
Lips in Order to a Remiſhon : For he 
knew well rhat he only t whom Goodneſs and 
Mercy # eſſential, would or could oblire- 
rate his guilt. *Tis true his power and 
greatneſs ſtrike a terrour, yet they are 
ſo contempered with a merciful {weer- 
neſs, that the Blackeft Soul may there tind 
wherewith to rinſe her flains,and exchange 
them fora pure Dye of innocency, if she can 
with a Davids Heart and Tongue but 1fſue 
forth eMiſerere mei Deus, have mercy on me: O 
od, 
y I obſerve moreover that Almighty God 
permits aSoul though very dear unto him, 
to be ofcen here expoſed in troubled wa- 
ters, where she ſeems to be wholly loſt, * 
and abandoned; that Heaven appears to 
have zo light for her, and the Earth nothing 
but malice to work her ruine : How many 
terrors, and anxieties of Mind have Saints 
endured,and been left without any glimps 
of 


C9) 
of Comfort, even for. ſome, whole, year: 
And why all thele rude tryals in the con- 
duct of the moſt innocent Soul, bur that 
God-{eems to bedelighted when his erea- 
cures tune forth; eIiſerere: mei Dens, bave 
mercyonmeOGod:Whence you may le e,thar 
God will exempt noconditionh from this 
ſupplicating flile, he will be ſucd/ro by the- 
innocent, as well as. nocent,. and where 
the Formality of malice is wanting; heoft 
gives the apprehenſion, to the end, thar 
flying to this powerful /erere, they might 
draw atleaſt from his Goodnſs the benefits 
of Converſation ,. encreaſe of, Grace,, ad- 
dition of Vertue, | and.ather innumerable 
Mercics which he hath,in ſtare forthoſe, 
who truſt in him.: Sothar cherg 1s no time, 
nor place unſcaſonahle for any perſon;ro 
prefer this Petition,; Miſereremei Deus, bavg 
ergy 2 me O\Gad... TITDVH 10.211) A 
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pre ume on the value of our wn actions : 
or God is the Sovereign- Lord of the 
whole World, and particularly ofthe juſt, 
all whoſe good works conveyunto him a 
= - pleaſing 
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7 So Do” - | 
4 pleaſing odour; yer can they not arrive 
___T&' that pirchas to have any Empire over 
hith; or force him to Ict them share with 
hich in the participation of his Heavenly 
Kingdom. "Let the;juft perform all the 
g00d imaginable, -inreturn he may juſtly 
1ay, *Taccepr theſe ſervices in diſcharge of 
your paſtdebts, and whar you owe mefor 
your Creation, Conſervation, ard the 
Gtace Thave given youto act: So that we 
may truly ſay with St. Paul, when we have done 
allwecan, Wwe ate uſeleſs Servants: For whereas 
we were pure Negatives, it was his Sole 
Mercy that'exrrafted usfromnothing; * it 
was this fattie Mercy which added Bir 
natural Being, a Being of Grace. Laſtly, 
the accomplisghment- of this Mercy 4s'to 
bring us into the polleſſion of cternal'Gfo< 
ry, wherefore if we attire. our actions in 
the colours of Mercy, and alwayes Beat 
upon this ſtring, we may juſtly hope one 
day to ſing the praifſesof this incomparas } 
ble Mercy with our holy penitent, through- 
vutthe vall paces of Eternity? Anil © 
; 00i325 ONG1T 09777 23 0 3197 
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. CHAP. II. 


Soandils magnam IM iſe -ricoriliaan tham, 
| es, to thy oreat «MA, eroy. os 


"ty a Holy Penivem having ſet a foot his 
Petition, we haveall reaſonto believe 
fince it is in a matter of ſogreat weight, 
and from a perſon ſ6 aceomplished, that 
'tis framed and ajuſted to the' exacteſt 
rules of an effetualiaddreſs;' wherefore 
letus examine what Arguments he uſcs to 
moyefora grant. 
Lobſerveinthefirſtplace healtedgevnot 
the! 7nocent and harmleſs life he Ted whilſt he 
kept his Fathers Flotk : Not his dab {br 
thehonour of God's people itBis Cottibat 
with Goliah': He mentions nbt his what 
ſufferina; wrou ghr by the malice of SainllNor 
his tranſport of joy, arid 'teverence whenhes 
daticed before the Ark + Tit # word*he 
deelines the mentory'of's ny #Rion int his 
lif-paſt:which miohtr tmak&him' recom- 
mienddble; wiſelyconfideting' as did Fob 
thit admirable patter of patience:Should 
he Ox poſtulate wich God,: He 9uldnot be able 


b0. 
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to anſwer one word for athouſand: T herefore he 
caits himſelf wholly upon the Favour of 
his judge, ſaying, Secundummagnam miſericor- 
diam tuam, according to thy preat merey: Heſilen- 
ces all the. other Divine Attributes7, and 
conjures hisCreatourby that whichſeems 
molt appropriated to his condition. 

Nor 1s.he content to challenge his mercy 
withour the ſpecificationof great mercy; as 
if the Enormuty of his Crimes were ſuch 
as/required more than an Ordinary'Con- 
donation. _ in boerant 2 
_Indeedhis Mercy may wellbeſtiled great, 

for.it. hath.all the dimenſions of greatneſs, 
it reacheth from Heaven to. Earth, - even 
to-the Gates of Hell: Itis extended'from 
onepoletg another, nay it.is immenſe 45 
God-.himfelf,. participating of his Divine 
nature; infcarchesthe: abſtruſeſt corners 
of our Heart, andjif the leaſt (ran bepur 
open to hislight, andgrace, itis prefent- 
ly replenished by thisgreat merey.. Ah! did 
weburt know whatmiſts ofterrencaffeti-' 
ons, :the beams of higmercy have diſperſcd 
within us; whata change they have made 
im our bad, inclinations,': whar dangers 
they. have metand divertedifromus : We 
shoald even wepine at Nature that. hath 
nor 


. (13) 
not: furnished: us with more- Hearts , 
and Tongues to love and praile this great 
Mercy. ale 32-3 
He adds likewiſe ſecundum,that is accord= 
ing tothe cuſtome of rhy greatmercy, which 
uſes notto boggle atthe remiſſionof any 
ſin, . nor to look ſo precilely upon thede= 
grecof the offendours paſt maliee, as upon 
| hispreſent repentance, whence he grounds the 
Communication of his Grace; by which 
we may diſcern the Senſe our Holy King; 
had ofthis tranſgreſſions, which made him 
willing to huddlc uphis ſcore, and/with- 
out g1vingin any'/particular,to deſire they 
mightratherinacluſterbecaſtagd drown- 
_ edin the Occanoft his Mency., i | 1) 
- Weare taughrtby this ewothii as, Firſt; 
notto preſume upon thecdhliivot Gur owns, 
actions, ſofarr as fromtham roguffificoun 
felves; for in-this kid; none. could: plead) 
morefor himſedlt thaniour:holypetitioner; | he, 
had wich a Picty,and fortitude uncqualled, 
runthrough many difficult, | and glotious, 
caterpriſes, wherein 'God was picaled £0: 
appeanfor him: and owh himhis;charmpiri 
on: Yethe thitiks govidrochushupall this) 
well knowing, that, praiſe is-due aloneits: 
bircunder weokgnepore and-protection; 


he 
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Le had be gun, and ſera fortunate period 
torhem- - 6 270: 0] edurrio T br: 
Next weare taught that (refletingup- 
oh. our{migpatb)weshould:abvebdctpair ; 
for as'0uf"'pvod deeds: werowenta Godatone:, 
by ohotelltivpizaniba moyimng' os we: do 
rhem/,''fo; we mult:fubmic our! bad: deeds 
(whereof we our felves are the-fok: An 
thors )'to'his Mercy': Whence we may: 
fee; thotghche cannotconcurr withius in 
doing ill !hisunſPorred Nature being in- 
eapableofany obliquiry;yer irbeingdone, 
he will share-wiztr us '1n-theundomsg,;: or 
repairing of our:misformnes: Andwhich 
is!more{:no ſooner hathithis' Mexcifut 
Hand dragg'd us'dut ofithe.mire of Sin; 
birt *tis ſtretched forth tobeljoyn'd to ofirs 
14 happpnuptialbond, promiſing by his 
Prophet wy umohimſclf for e- 
ver-inmiſericordia; inithe-inftparable Union 
of his Mercy. Ir isthisgret Meteywich- 
6wr'em};'or beginningy:which-harlyHe- 
creed fromall eternityrobringisofficdearr 
fromalmjfery,-and placeils gloriousims» 
hislish&inacceſlible; /\fromthe tirte:thar: 
God was;:and lovethindetfiche.difpoſed 
wfor bis tove, and mercy; have we mor 
| thereforerraſon toſpendevery: __—_— 
Jf! Si Q 


of,our Life/in loyings: pratugy and plo->: 
ritying thisgreatmertyq IriFinall Kigdgins! 


finite, ,noexcels of malicrahirug ts ing, | 
frequeneycat; Commiſligggar, gauerated; ' | 


awilt renders it 1nexprable, 11; BHNEIGX1| 
cludesir> nonotadelperatc;delay.goirhes, 
lakmoment,: O'Ged thy, prighnenss mayi 
he well{aid to be wfa;homed A byſſes, jwhiere-: 
inareloſtgutmoſtgmnormen ame, and from 
that loſs we tind ol felyes transfertedauns; 
tothe enjayancegtthee, lfradiated with, 
rhe-comfortable beams ofthy-mercyy (7: 1c] 
»Butabdveall, this meray; leyer, appears. 
ſogreatagintheadmirableMyſtcryohiche; 
Iwcarnaty an, [where webgohald:the:er JN 
Eather giving ups only;Son-:iojbehal 
of Mankind-vitiatrdds ad defal cd: With 
Sig}. rebgYions;:and!infdlent againlk ELis 
Sovercighc a, Warm, \andpops Ransling 
ofip utictha ions; aprey; ter the Klames;of 
Hell : I h46/ hay, taGatkbaofhpertt gian; 
hiablelt, whetisthine WanknbboWysdpye: 
{a yidea Crebueddardueh adiffance tony 
him; andwvoeegoblaranditmyuunatited:; 
andy ci thin etaraakGodiiulotgreathcls: 
hath — = —_— bt 
tothafioveuporbigm blagn eaypragdu 
Nableifarigtianone)d:pookdhBiapaipbocrne 


equal 


p S 


| —_—_ 
equal tohimin Greatneſs and Majeſty,and 
for whatend > 'To favehimfrom ruine, to! 
entich him with ercrnal Life, this is thar' 
great mercy our Penitent now implores, and 
heclaimsit by vertue of a promiſe made to 
eAbraham , that ſince he had not grudged 
him his only Sonne, all Nations should 
be blefſed ins his Seed,' that the Eternal 
Death of him who is temporal, should bere<: 
deemed by the remporal Death'of him_, 
whois eternal; How many Miracles found 
birth in{ the execution of this a of love 
and-mercy : -Firft, Nature wasſtopt asto 
therefult ofahumane ſubſiſtence,in whoſe 
place was intimarely applyed the perſonality 
of the Divine word; and this infinite ſub- 
fitence, was adorned with graces, ver- 
rues, arid priviledees ſaupereminentisMo- 
ther enjoyed a fru ul iremity, and a delivery: 
without pain; inthe fy was fpund atthe: 
ſame inſtant the'blood conſolidated, | or- 
ganized, animated, andideifyed: So thar: 
the Second Perſon of the blefled Trinity «(= 
ſurninganewBeingnewly produced, that 
is,” the sſerie of a 'boly humanity,” attyred him-- 
ſolf with it, becomes 12d0dman, 'anda mas: 
ſterpiece of love; 'and' mercy: Aremedy 
ſo neceflary,'thatwithourir all gy 
-cra8 Ie O 


IE (14) | 
of Angels, and Holy Souls +All the inflanis 
ed deſires of the TAttiarchs could never. 
have merired with condignity, this incar- 
nate inilte ppl? [E&f Eroall theorbitipur 
ropethcr;bllthe tear HAIRerinGs, and exgin- 
ics cormens which Sdints HAveendired 
focthe love? GotP Uand'6itheothEfifide 
bur ow (ngletarthiown HHOP Feſut Chrif 
Shedcicherat his bitch; oranytimeofhis 
life; ich4tear tFuins from the'Aaming Fur- 
naceof his Hearr/\Sacred; *#nd united. ro 
the Divine Word; wouldexteced in'vitue 
allyou can think, oriifiagttic in'themeri- 
rorious ations of Cteatures: * So that this 
adorable: miſtery is nota miltery of juſt re- 
tribution ſpringing from anyhumane, or 
Angelical merit; but,*ris a miſtery of good- 
neſsand ſupereminent mercy;'andin con- 
ſideration-: of that prodigious defion of 
love, he is animated in his fuit, and bes 
lieves: he eannor receive a repulſe, becauſe 
heats it Secmdum magnam miſericondiam tnam in 
themame of the Meſlias-in whom all rhe 
Divine mercies from the beginning of the 
World iſſued forth unto mankind are coms 
prifed, and conſequently may be ſtileda 
great, andthegreateſt of mercies. 
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«+ of his prophetick. Viewz beheld this 
great work of mercy,- brake forth-into this 


A14\QU 
popres ;our:Mcdiator; Feſus.Chriftiis the 


EC 

regard of qurpaſtoffences,., or of our. ini+ 
Pgtency tg repair Qur failings: Methinks 
L hear our! Petitioner to ay , © God what 
Shall I return; thee-.in -requital;_ when I 
would praitc, thee ,.an AbyB of Majeſty 
exhauſts ingmomentall Encomiums, and 
my. Adorationsappear nothing beforethy 
Diyine Eſſence; could I unmake my cif 
of to. thee the Fopntain of:all 
Beings,” It were a poorhomage to thy ins 
cff: So: eatneſs: Nay.could Lannihilare 5 
the whole World forthy glory, yet would: 
it, npthing.,cqual what thy .immenfiry 
_- july exact :, But whilſt I thus la- 


our with.my own poverty, / finding/no« 
thing created worthy thy acceptance, .be= 
hold the perfect oblationof thy Son, a prodigt- 


» OUS 


ous affect of niercy yrithis I ater ro'thee; 
hs can; beſicdpeakngurgratiryds, ike Chin 
only: atisfieaby Juſtice; danceby this ge 
thervery. tscalury ab bieamenowilliibgice- 
auſted; andthe Earchenrich*diwck apure 
:r:fice, :whofc atious draws iupor min. 
kind acontinued flo6d of mescies::2: ts 
thistterna ofteriby: meantbavour: Pecitic- 
#1, W hea be ancnttons! thy great imercy , 
whoſe verm.thought.and orefiaht av the 
diſtance of many ages replenishedhishare. 
with joy: And if the expefation of him to 
come ſotranſported, what dilation offpi- 
ritual joy ought ro invade us, who now 
poſſeſs, what they had onlyaIm hope, who 
now reap a plentiful harveſt of Salvation, 
when beforethe Warld\wasklafted withifte- 
rility and dagm'd-taidarkneſs; untill the 
| bowels of this great mercy were opened, to 
fore us whos Aghrand graze.) Luctusjgyn 
our Petitions with Holy Davidpand' adore 
_ thewanders of this great mercy, in which 
vwe-behold huwane flesh hypoſtaſiated-in 
2 Divine nature, a Cicatouddink'd 'tothis 
Crearure,: Death unto Life; Glory- un- 
to-Confuſion, and Intquityftamped with 
kanocence:' And whilſt we contemplate 
theſe, admirable contrivances of rhe Di- 
vine 


, ; 
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vine Wiſdom, can they doleſsthan afcets 
tain us Cif weplace inthe Frontiſpiece of 
our {upplications this ampoſuun,; made upef 
{0 ,many i contraricties )'that-our tes 
wilkrake efe&; tharunder this SanQuiity 
we-shall ficike- off allthe ſcores of guſt , 
andtrendera:fatisfaction as: great” as God 
can.gxpetbor.require::Hence'ybu ſee how 
confidently every ſinner may repeat with 
David; Havemercy oume; O God, actording to thy 
greener nn ts OUGHT 
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. Eifecundum multitudinemmiſerationum taartm, 
And according to the multitade of thy wmercies. \'--- 


OV: Haly Petitioner having expreſſed his 
> relyance ingeneralon Gods mercy, nexr 
fixes upon its etteCts inpariicular, and makes 
atcries, orliſt of all hismercies: Wherein' 
methinksTbehold him juſtlike one in de- 
folationof Shipwrack faſtning on aplank, 

and though the ftorm continue, darkneſs 
furround him, and nothing but the Faceof 
Deathappears before his Eyes, yet here- 
members 


(21) 
metnbers chatmany have becaſaved.inhis 
condition; how ſome have been caſt upan 
the shore, others upon a Rock, ſome by 
a paſſing Boat gathered up; dn: fe hecalk 
to.mind a thouſand Wayes of preſervation 
ro canſolate himſelf in this diftreſs,: and - 
every. thought of hope makes. him graſp 
with new fervour his floating ſupport: 
Even ſo I may fay of our diſtreſſed Peni- 
teat, his godly Vellel of.innocence was 
wreck'd, da hed againſt they powerfull 
charms of a Waman, from: thence he was 
thrown into an Ocean of Sins; where on 
all-ides; be beheld the\menaces was <0] 
defirucions: in theſe perpl, 
hg ae thought Wer all the pa ng 
God's. mercy fromthe Warkl'st SRHAHAS 
-by the conhideratit. of them, a lircle-to 
keep: op ak his-di bing s ſpicic He [ He fails tiot 
to reme a oy: d prpeppding ab Ged 
with « {dap (Regs ynighing him; iron 
verahly, 33 he had ane rhexeprobers An- 
els, but wascontemedto&xile himfram 
the & icious place of his Greation; and 
ſe him, here ro-the, Whipl-winds of 
it, which conteſt it | 6 proved 
; of bis [War was.tgbg ilaegig 
lignod for hin: (Fram. thence he 


Elidy 7 paſſes | 


(22) "+ 
paſſes to the conflagration of Sodom and 
Gomorrah, where though God's juſtice fell 
heavy upon thoſe miſcreants, yethelayes 
it ontheir impenitency, and admires his pood- | 
neſsthat would notwithſtanding have kept 
inhis shafts of vengeance for the ſake of ten 
juſt perſons; if that ſmall number were 
bur found 'in thoſe populous Cities; he 
goes onto the Ninives,and pleaſes himſelf 
roſec them under the Lee born thitherb 
repentance, even when the ſtorm' of God's 
wrath was ready to plunge themin anAbyſs 
of fuine: Heinſiſtsmuch upon theprayer 
of EXofesr, which ſtill diverted the Tigo- 
rows defignsof God upon his people 3* he 
fancies that every Groan and Sigh of his 
contfibutes fomerhing towards thema- 
king up of 1brazen Seen, by.whoſe Sove- 
taign 'aſpe& his catiterized Soul might” 
be urivenomed and 'made whole. Itwas 
no ſhall Cenfolation 'when 'he reffeas 
ot» God's'people iti the Land of Foypr, 
whole Oppteſhon'('which*their®” awn- 
Sitts had drawn 'upott them) was Yer re- 
lievedat therate of miracles ind Wor 

ders: and fach 4 Thad hid' yo ih * 
And*why allthis? Brt ro make goddhis 
pfromHe*to Abrabam, Haar, and Fab, rhathe 
"ou CLAS "=, ; would 
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would never abandon a Truly-repentins 
Hearr. 

Thus he goes on enumerating a thou. 
ſand other paſſages of God's mercy from 


the Worlds Creation, until his time; nor 


1she content with this, but advances fur- 
. ther, diſplaying in his propherick know- 


ledge, innumerable other effeAs of God's 
compaſſion to Mankind, andat laſt begins 
to makethis Application,though he could 
not deſerve topartake of his greatmercy, that 
is, not only to have his guilt remitred, but 
alſo ro become the object of his choiceſt 
favours, yetat leaſt hehopedhe mightbe 
hudled inamidft the multitude of his mer- 
Cies:* -- <6 ada vp 
How ſweetly did”thoſe Attributes Di- 
vine reſound in his Ears, where God is 
{tiled rich inmercies, where his Mercy trah- 
{cends all his other works ; atid whete his 
Goodneſs and Mercy are proclaimed inex- 
hauſted-Sources : He leaves not a (rany in the 
Wotld unranſacked,”and afrerthe ſevereſt 
{crutiny finds, and <confeſles there is no 
place deſtitute of his-mercy, tio Creature 
tharis-not cheered, and enlivened bythe 
effeas of his mercy; this made him ery: 
Loyd when thou deft open thyband, all Creatures "are 


(24) 
filled with blefiings; and be tells us that every Being 


looks upwards depending on his ( reatour, and expetts 


from him a ſeaſonable ſupply of all wants: Nay he 


excludes not Hell, nor Souls doom'd to e- 
ternal flames from this mercy, for hecon- 
{iders that God is bouys univerfic, 200d to all, 
and though his Zu/#ice have plunged them 
in that Calamitous State of miſery, yetthart 
their torments are not more intenſe, and in 
many circumſtancesaggravated, they owe 
it to his mercy, which fill hath ſomerhing 
_ todo, eyen in the -punishment of the, 
>. hi heſt offendours. -.. 
Having then ſurvey'd Angels, Man,and 
ſenhble Creatures, ; the Heayens, Earth , 
and Hell, and found no Being that could 
inthe leaſt repine forwant of mercy ; up- 
on;theſe reflections: with juſt reaſon our 
Petitigner envi itles them a wwlitude of mercies , 
fox an all ſides chey flow as from a natural 
Source. _ Nor wonder that we have more 
Pretjdents-« his-merey than Juſtice, for 
He one 2 c0pl | 
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(25) 
Attributes, yet inits operations ad extra or 
exicriour effects, ir depends uponthe ab< 
Jiquity of our actions, without which it 
bath no matteror Subject rowork on: So 
that mercy he can alwayes shower down_ 
upon us, but Fuſtice only wheri weofend: he 
would not forget how the greater number 
of Angels ſtood the brunt of temprations, 
when Lucifer perished with his proud: ad- 
herents, it was this mercy held them upat 
the inſtant of their Tryal ; and thoughour 
af fitted peniten found not this innocencepre- 
ſerving mercy, yethe hopes to lay hold 
on thar part where he is:{tiled a purifying 
mercy: Lethis Subjects fall from theirabe- 
dience, and.throw curſes at him, letihis 
Children prove unnatural, and labour to 
dethrone him, letapeſtilentialDiſeaſede- 
populate his Country;  finelet the Joy of 
his Life e4bſa/om be-ſacrificed by the: Hand 
of his own Souldier,' with {miles he will 
paſs through all theſe Teſts, ſo they pro- 
ceed from the. hand of this all purifying 
mercy: He yalues hotthe medilwms;. bud the 
end he tends to, and when he thinks on 
this, hebegins afresh to admire this mer=- 
cy in thereward ofthe ele; he knowsnot 
whether it exceeds tmiore in the expeRtan- 
On ES G Ey 


(26) 
cy and furtherance of a ſinners converſi- 
on, or in thoſe immenſe felicities he com- 
municates by his preſence : For here he 
beholds a God courting his Creatures, in- 
{ſenſible as itwere of 1njuries, and disho- 
noursfrom them,and ſeconding their leaſt 
good.intents, with the powerful ſuccours 
of grate. \ Fhere he contemplates a God 
remineraring our ſmall inconfiderable_» 
Ads of Verrue with the ſame Felicity, 
wherewirth he himſelf is bleſt and made 
happy-: For his Beatitudeis ro enjoy himſelf 
andeontemplate his own beauty and per- 
fetions, and this ſame Beatitude he imparts 
tous poor worms through the exceſs of his 
Mercy. ' But whether our holy penitent more 
extolls the effects of his mercies in Hea- 
venvrEarthITknow not; yetof this Iam 
fure;o he 1s reconciled: to make it whilſt he 
hath life, the Theam' of his Pen, Heart, 
and/Fongue; he will celebrate the praiſes 
oÞhis innumerable mercies for all Eter- 
nity; thehatlt ſcarce a Pſalm which ſpeaks 


CATS 2:1; 21, 3 fles 2: 
: Another branch which growes up a- 
midfitthemultitude'of his mercies, 1s;that 


CEETEN 


(27) 
he diſtributes his bleſſings not ſo much in 
the meaſure of his wiſdom, as love; andafter 
his innumerablefavours done to his Vine- 
yard, hedefies the wholeM aſs of Creatures 


ro tax him of any want on his part: For 


Should he reward us according to our ati- 
ons which hein his preſcience andeternal 
eſ[enceforeſces will come topals, whoof 
us should be left alive, or who of us should 
be born > Only the innocent should then be 
favoured, and rather than it should be fo, 
he was willing to put it upon the Tryal, 
how or what we might prove hereafter. 
He toreknew that Lucfer should fall, : that 
eAdam would fin, Saul become diſabedient, 
and Fadas betray him, yet he forbare not” 
C for all this ) ro throw his favours upon 
them; to shew his mercy1s everin compe- 


| tition with Man's malice, and-like a gaod 
Phy ſitian if one Medicine work nogood, 


he applyes another like a good:Husbandman 
it his Land yield him-no Crop oneyecar, 
he caltivates and labours it _— the Se- 
cond,and Thard,by whichit often happens 
thatone fruicful ſeaſonrepaires theſterili- 
ty of divers years paſt :Juſt ſo God ſtill goes 
on, and though he ſees no hope to ſtop 
Our malice, yet he ſtops not his mercy; this 
WL pro» 


(28) | 
proceeding made St. eAuſtin cry, Praiſe ani 
Glory O Lord be to thee O Fountain of mercies, the 
worſer I grew, and more perverſe, . (o mnch the nearer 
thou waſt untome.  It1s ſaida {mall proporti- 
on of chaſtiſement ſuffices a Farher in or- 
der to his Son; fo God(asa kind and lo- 
ving Father) thinksa little punishment e- 
nough for his Children: St. C hryſoſtome ſays 
thatafter the Maſter of the Vincyard had 
his Servants beaten, and ſlain by the Hus- 
bandmen, he ſent his Son, and for all theſe 
. theiroutrages required no other ſarisfaQti- 


on than to ſce them abaſh'd and aſhamed of 
their Crueltics and Ingratitude : They will 


C ſays he) reverence my Son; ſo that 'tis evi- 


dent, their blyſhizy not their bleeding he de= 
fired : Whence St. Zjerom makes a reſult of 


this Parable, that in God's Clemency 
there was-no Weight, no Number, no 
Meaſure; nor likewiſe in the others Ma- 


lice: Sothatour bolypenitent beholding in_ 


every tranſaction of God with Man this 
tulnefs of Mercy, might with reaſon ex-" 
poſtulate, and entreat his pardon : Secun- 
dummultitudinem miſerationum tharum, according to 

the multitude of thy mercies, © 7 


The 
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(29) 
" The Application. 


| Letevery one examine his life Bl the 
time he had the uſe of rcaſon,, and ] am 
confident he will find many yes of obli- 
gation to this great mercy ; nay amongſt 
the maſs of Chriſtians, I believe there i is 
none but ranks himſclfafavourite.in order 
ro his largeſſes of mexcy : Forhis love, is 
conſtant, and .knowes' no change, this 
great. and good, God. hath perſiſted for an 
infinity of time in the; erpetual reſolution 
of. ratifying us with þ; s gifts, his enflam- 
ed heart hath entertained a continual ſoli- 
citude without any truce for our good. 

Witneſs- the Prophet Feremy who "ayes 
that God bath loved _— an everlaſting Choi 

His love is ctexhal, , having alwayes d Ee 
creed to enrich us with his favours; St. Paul 
proclaims it, that be hath loved us befarebe World 
was framed. Ir is, dilinterellec , without 
any advantage ' to himſelf or "hop e of re- 
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(7 
occaſion be it never ſo ſlight, to oblige the beloved, he 
wants no baits, nor ſnares, carrying about him the 
matter of his own bondage: So God's love ne- 
ver takes leave of a Sinner; nay where 
Man's impiety extorrs as it were from hin 

the darts of his Juſtice, he ſeems preſently 
_ torclent, and promiſes (as he did after the 
Deluge) todotſonomore; ſo that his love 
beingeternal, unchangeable, anddeveft- 
ed of all ſelf ends, what can we ask of God 
that iſſues not from his mercy, wherefore 
lerus with holy David cry have mercy on #s O 
God, according to the multitude of thy nn; 


p _ 


Lg” 


Cur IV, 


Dele' iniquitatem mean, - 

Wipe away my iniquity. | 
OL r poor Criminal having thus pre 4- 
= redhis Fudge, thenextcare is16 hy 
open his tion, and shewhe implores 
God's purifying Mercy, by whoſe yertue 
the Chains of our ſins are 3 
11» 


(3t) 
diſſolved : Notrdid ita littleraiſe his <on= 
fidence, that his Judge was not rycdup'ito 
Lawes, as the Ground-work of proceed- 
ings: with. offendours;::but his power is 
abfoluce to: do ali he pleaſes, and his will 
ſuch as ro render what evgrhedoe's good, 
and Juſt: .50 that the leaft propenjzon of this 
Will; in order toaremiſhon, is ſufficient 
ro wipe away. all. the,  Iniquities of theo. 
Earth. | 

 Belides, he: confidiie that when God 
chaſtiſes, he doth a thing extraneous to 
him, and (as Efaxſaies:) a work that is not 
his: Bur to be: -merciful he-owns it'as'a 
| propriety annexed” to his Godhead; not” 
to: extenuare his [uſtice, 'but"to inſinuare 
thelove hebearstoMan. - 

He embroyls 1 not his Fanc ;winh the 
niceries in Schapls;- which:diſpute how 
Sin is remitted;/whetherby:the: expulſion 
of any poſitive form; and the introducti- 
on of anorher oppolitetoir:: Whether ir 
be by the meer infutibmof Grace, orielſe 
only by raking away the dbligation ofa, 
Sumner to'cternal punishmene ;he omits 
abÞrhefe. curious-queſtions; ' and atrends 
only to the ſweet effe&z' rowit, that he 
_ be freed fromihisi iniquity, oft repeat- 
PRE ing 


(32) 
ing in his Heart, he had rather be a good 
Diſciple, than a great eMafter in the 'exatt 
knowledge of his own milery. 

When he looks back into his life paſt, 
and remembers with what ſatisfaction, 
and ſpiritual joy he had petformed many 
acts of vertue, he begins to be enfired 
with new flames of urging for a grant of 
his Petition: Since he knowesthar whilſt 
| helyes under this attaindour of Treaſon, he 

1s capable of no right nor priviledge, in the 
Charter given us by Heaven, that should 
hedoactions whichin another condition» 
might be przmiated, would now be look- 
ed;npon asa Jewel counterfeit. and of no 
value: Hecompareshimſeltto a Phntina 
Region far remote from 'the:F#n, whoſe.) 
Fruitinever:cames to maturity, fo his ini- 
_ quity>fets thimat:a great\diſtance:with God, 
the hight and life of Souls, and conſequent- 
ly. nothing can |be; expected ifrom him 5 
which ſavours notofaSoyl accurſed, and 


doom'd toſſterility;do that asa misfortune - 


{cldome walks ſohtary; he finds befides the 

unhappineſs:to-have offended: God. this 

addition, to beunableto doany thingacs 

ceptableuntobkim, hs oo 9 

2 Thenhe goes oniriininating upon __ 
| a 


die475 
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(33) 
ſad conſequences of his Sin, which makes 
him fluctuate in his thoughts, wholly un« 
reſolved how to comport himſelt : Some- 
times he appears likea Statue without mo+ 
tion, and would cternally remain ſo, ſince 
by no endeavours he can pleaſe his Crea- 
tour: Thenagainlbehold him bent upon 
the exccution of all the good imaginable, 
at leaſt within the extent” of his natural 
Force or Power ; that he may omir no 
Homage and Duty he owes to the Author 
of his Being: Butafter all his reſtleſs ſoli- 
cirudes, the obleryes the main Hinge of his 
happineſsdepends upon thisDele iniquitatem, 


the cancelling of this Bond by which'heis 


lyable toeternal punishment;,. e're he can 


hope for admittance unto his wonted ra» 
vishing entertainments with his Divine 


Maſter. F723 


depth of. wickedneſs; even! when, they 


| 


1ecmedto beloſt rgtheWorldand Heaven, 


bag: J rE 
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(34) 
to the immenſe goodneſs of God, which ſome< 
times diſpenſes ( as juſtly he may) in his 
own lawes, as to afford unto an unwor- 
thy ſinner ſuch powerfull calls thar they 
are never reſifted; ſuch melting afﬀetti- 
ons, as if they had been train'd up inthe- 
School of Divinelove, not in the Forge of 
iniquity: It is fit Che confeſſes) the Divine 
Will which frames all Creatures, should 
{o diſpoſe of what he hath made, that 
when he pleaſes to raiſe any one out of 
corruption, and render them 7nſtrumental to his 
Glory, none ought, orcan juſtly repine 
at it : He ſuſtains this Argument with 
much heat, himſelf being a party intereſ- 
ſed, ftillexpeCing tobe the object of his 
choice mercy :: Hedilates andexpands his 


Soul under this inexhauſted ſource, like_> 


the Earth without Water thirſting for one 
drop of that Ccaleſtial ſtream which might 
allay'the angxiſhof his Mind, and deface all 
the foul Charatters of his iniquity ; hrs 
groans, andunwearted ſighs are fair Har- 
binigers of that Noble'Gueſt he once en- 
tertained, with unſpeakable delight, and 
if he ever gain the repoffeſiton, he pro- 
teſts that neither Angels, Men, Devils, 
norall the charmes m Creatures shallever 
brand 


(35) | 
brand him with a new: ſtamp of iniquity ; 
hizEyes by which his Soul recein'd her firſt 
wound are become-two floods of tears, and if 
they prevailnotto cleanſe his tains, at leaſt 
they will teſtifie to the World, herepent- 
ed what he had done : He caſts not one 
glance towards Heaven which 1s not ac- 
companied with hopes of meeting this 
mercy, and this confdence is ſo ground- 
cd in him, that were it decrced God would 
ſavebut oneSout, he hath courage enough 
ro hope thar bz might. be that -one; nay he 
builds ſo much upon theſe hopes, that” 
tran{porting.himielf'to the confideration 
ot many Sinners, abandoned ih their im- 
pretics, it dbthnor ar all dej6&t him ;- for 
heconſiders that Godharh given us a free- 
»41l;;mihichihe will never violence to our 
prejudice, andthough we canhot cleyate 
this wall ton at fo perfect as naturally to 
merit the frfrace; yetitmay iuchdorr 
dilpoſcus for grace by love, and ſorrow ; 
tharGod will donbrle(s gratific us ſo pre+ 
pared: Whence 'tis clear, that:as we :tall 
not but by our own default, {fo'by-vertue 
of:z promiſe,:and:contract made; by Hea- 
ven 'we cannot finally perisb:bur by ari- 
Obſtiriate reluftancy 1f our own Hearts , | 
er ] | 


(36) 
If he ſees a Phararh ſink into ruine irreco- 
verably, hebcholds likewiſe a Nebuchodo- 
nozer for the ſame crime ſtruck down, to 
riſeagain: They were both Kings, the fin 
of either alike, detaining God's people in 
captivity, yettheFates of both very unc- 
qual: Becauſe the one retratts his miſdeeds, 
and raiſes a deteſtation of them, the other 
perfiſts inhis Enormities without any truce 
or {uſpenſion. 
Atlaſthe makes a Corollary of this diſ- 
courſe, and concludes, ſince ſome are pre- 
ſerved in Innocence by continued showers 
of Grace, others by a {weet violencedrawn 
from aneAbyſs of Sin to the upshot of hap- 
pineſs, and none fo entangled, whom a 
true repentance wilFnotſert free; he will 
never ceaſeto importune Heaventill his iniqut- 
ty be raſed out: lethis Throat grow hoarſe 
with clamours, his Eyes droop and wax 
dimme,his Heartrendaſunder with grief, he 
will ſpareno Particle of his whole Body, 
nay glory in its ruine,. if by that means he 
canburtunclog his Soul fromthe weight” 
of Sin: Hejudgedit very reaſonable, that 
the Body having contributed to his Sit ; 
Should share in the puniſhment, as ithad done 
inthe ome, .andas it had concurred unto 
his 


(37) 
his miſery, ſo likewiſe it might unto his 
happineſs : For doubtleſs{&tho Combars 
which a virtuous Man fuſtains 'amidfi ſo 
many Head-ſtrong paſhions which abound 
in this mortal frame of-ours, areno ſmall 
advancements to eternal Glory, nor mean 
Engins to work our Freedom from the- 
flavery of Sin: Hence he rakes up arms, 
proclaims Warr againſt himſelf, and ab- 
jures any furure compliance with his un# 
bridled appetite: He will make his Body 
a Sacrifice into pennance, which before- 
had been a lump of ordures, and ſenfua- 
lity:. His will shall becomea Tyrant, and 
check every the leaſt inclination. to Evil, 
which till then was agitated and born a> 
way with every breath of Vanity, and 
foul delights; andif withall thele rigours 
he can break the ſtamp of his iniquity, he 
will prize that Action, beyond all his 
former Victories, and raiſe more Tro- 
phies in Memory of this deliverance 
than ever were conſecrated ro: the moſt 
Heroick enterprize of any perſon in the 


_ World. 


The monſtrous ſhape of his iniquity ſo con- 
founded him, that 'till it was defaced, he 
could not ask any bleſling ; for it is the 

Op K |  greateſ} 


(38) 
greateſt of evils, and whereinall misfor- 
tunes are Centered. When Rheuben 'im- 
portuned his Father Facob that Benjamin his 
darling might go into Egypt, he offered his 
two Sons as pledges for his return, and 
adds for a further engagement , ero peccati 
reus, he would be guilty of fin, thatis, ex- 

oſed toall the miſeries imaginable, if he 
falſifyed his word. St. Pau! exprefling 
*%how ſeverely God fell upon his only Son, 
ſayes he, who knew no fm, was made fn for us , 
that is, hediſcharged upon him the Tem- 
peſt of his wrath, 'rendring him the moſt 
deſpicable of Men, 'asa Teſtimony of ſins 
deformity, and the deplorable State of 
him thar lyes under the guilt of a mortal 
tranſgreſlion: Whence agreat Doctor al- 
lowing the truth of St. eAnflins aſſertions 
that one drop of the water of Paradiſe will be 
{ufficient to quench the flames of Hell, yet 
will it not ſuffice ( ſays he) to wash away 
the foulneſs of ſin : Our Holy Penitent knew 


well that Death concludes all our merit, * 


and demerit ; that though the Juſt after 
this life shall perform many glorious aCti- 
ons, yettheſe will not purchaſe tothem 
any new Crowns, no more than the repro- 
bare shall not become more criminal by 
their 


(39) 
cheirabominarions acted in Hell; Where: 
fore during rhetime of rhis tranſitory lite, 
wherein we are to fix our choice of an, 
eternity good orbad; our penitent refolves 
to play the mduſtrious eerchant, whilſt he 
lives, his extinguished light of Grace may 
be cnkindled, and rhe hideous Character 
of his iniquity worn out, but if Death ſur- 
prize himinthe obſcurity of fin, he muſt 
eternally remain in darkneſs, deformed 
with the ugly ſtamp of his iniquity : 
W hercfore. having a clcar view, both of 
his preſent ſtate, and danger of delay, he 
will both aportunely, and opportunelyredouble 
his Note, Dele iniquitatem meam, blot ont my 
iniquity: AT) F-11070 © 


The Application. 


We may learn by the example of our; 
pemtent, to work whilſt the day of this life 
endures, for the Atght of Death approach- 
1ng our lot iscaſt: As the Tree falls, ſo ir 
will lye; no skipping from vice to vertue , 
nor from vertuc tovice, after Death, it here 
you claw not off the ſtamp of your int- 
quity itwill be fixed asaneternal reproach 
untoyou; and tis bur juſt where there 1s 
- A 


(4) 
a capacity of perfection, thar a place, time, 
and {tate should be allotted for its acquiſi- 
tion. The Angels who excell Men com- 
paſſed their Felicity by one ſole Motion, 
by one /emple operation: But Man who is more 
orofs, and ſet ata greater diſtance from, 
Beatitude muſt uſually ſpeaking gain it by 
ſeveral reiterated operations ; for the period of 
_ our merit, or demerit, takes its beginning 
where we ſurcealſe in the uſe of our ſenſes, 


foras in flattering their inclinations we 


ottend, 1o in curbing and wiſely ruling ' 


them forthe love of God, we perform acts 
of Picty and Vertue, ſo that in Death the 
matterof Vice and Vertue expiring with 
the loſs of our ſenſes; Man remains con- 
firmed in that State he 1s then found, be it 
of good, or evil; Wherefore let us imi- 
tate our penitent, and whilſt our Petition 
may be heard, cry out with Holy David , 
Dele iniquitatem meam, blot out my iniquity, 


a V CC 


Amen, 
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16: moe No: 


 eAmplinslavame ab.iniquitate mea, 

Waſh memore frommy iniquity... 
& Ur diſtreſſed Penitent rowſes up his Spi- F 
EZ -rits believing he hath already a grant t 
of-part of his Petition; but he fears leſt 
: ſome. relicks may yet remain of his ſin , 
Z thatis, bad inclinations, and proneneſs 
unto wickedneſs, contracted by many re- 
iterated peccaminous.Acts, and therefore 
he thinks good to ftickcloſe unto the ſame 
ſubje& till he compleat his deſign : Wh 
me more from my iniquity. It 1s natural to Ve- 
gctables ſimply to covet a Being, to fenfi- 
tive Animals; to ſeck a well Being, and 
to reaſonable Creatures to thirſtand long 
after a SoveraignBeing, which only can fa 
tisfie their God-thiriting Souls: - So that” 
weſceour Petitioner þy an impulſe of na- 
tureiscarryed on tohis firſt demand, but-- 
when with: this tendency in nature are 
joyn'd the ſeeds and beginnings of Divine 
loye,: theleaſt ſtain ſupervenes not with= 
out. a ſequel of a ſtrange horrour - and 
tremb- 


Ly 
« 


{98} : 4 
trembling, ariſing as well from an appre- 
henſion- of /ofng the rich Donative of 
Grace, as from a reſ}leſs ambition of im- 
proving 1t every moment to Gods Glory: 
He knowes our life 1s here as it were be- 
tween privationand exiſtence; between 
light and darkneſs; by how much we re- 
cede from one Extream, we approach near- 
er totheother, and to makea haulr or flop 
in this mean, 1s toſlide back into that part 
we would avoid; this madcour Petitioner 
not latisfied witha bare remiſflion, and to 
preſs for a further exemption from his ini- 
quity ; Amplius lavame, waſhme more. . 

He beholds the Sunto cheer the World 
with his light, not by one continued con- 
ſtant ray, but by a perpetual emiſſion of 
Spirits from his luminous Body: Evenlſo 
he wishes that ſplendor of the eternal Fa+ 
ther, which hath already viſited with com- 
fortable beams his happy Soul, might in- 
ceſſantly oblige him with new influen- 
ces, that if the leaſt exhalation of Sin 
ariſe, jt may in an inſtant fly and diſperſe 
itſelf before this purifying Globe ; amplius 
lxva me, waſh me more. £ 
_ His anxiety continues, but with this 
difference, before he feared todye anenemy 

to 


(43) 
to God; now he dreads to dye no hs friend: 
Before his care wasto. clear himſelf of jr, 
> now itis, how to preſerve and purchate_ 
” an cncrecaſe of grace: He begins to won- 
der that this ſpiritual reſurrection allayes 
not all his delires; but forthwith he checks. 
hirafelf with the reflection of Man's con- 
dition in this life, where heis alwayes to 
ſeck and never to find, becauſe he pro- 
poſes to himſelf the Idea of an Entity be- 
yond his reach;, and hath only this ſap- 
port to hold up his hope, that he ſeeks a 
thing incomprehen/eble, an Object on Earth 
deſigned for our love, and inquifition; in” 
Heaven reſerved for our fruition : And 
which will be communicated more orlefs 
in. proportion to the Zeal and Purity of 
Hearts we have here- in ſeeking : Ir is 
then in order to this happy enjoyment— 
that our Penirent ſues again and again to 
be more freed from hu iniquity. | 
Beſides Vertues have in them an admi- 

rable Sympathy, which makes they never 
jarr, bur mutually conſpire to unites 
themſelves and the Subjects they inhabit 
tothe moſt perfect Object; andiince this 
Unionis only tound inglory, it is confe- 
quent we muſtneeds here bein perpetual 
Y mnto- 


(44) 

motion, ſometimes rooting out this in 
perfection, otherwhiles acquiring that” 
perfection, untill we arfiveat him, who 
1s the beginning, and end of all our agi- 
cations. [AA 

He remembred with what warineſs 
God gave his command roeAdam, adviſing 
even not to touch the Fruit he muſt not raft 
off, well knowing the conſequences which 
attend occaſions of fin : Hence he gathers 
chis leſſon, - if we mult not play with dan- 
ger, much leſs harbour the leſt arome of ſin 
withinus; forit isof ſucha malignity, as 
the Ocean upon the breachofa bank rush- 


es notin with more violence than (in doth: 


and over-flowes that Soul where once-it 
finds admittance : Who will grant no+ 
thing, mult receive no Petitions; it was 
not without reaſon the Fews forbad the_- 
eating of Fat, that they might not be al- 


lured to devour what was offered in their 


Sacrifice. 


Our Holy Petitioner implores then a - 


preſervative, as well as pardon; this more im= 
plyesnor only a fuller deletion of his ini- 
quity, butalſo aftalling of dangerous oc- 
cations; he now ſuſpects every motion of 
h15 enemy he hath ſeen from his owntbo 


dear 


(45) 
dear experience thar a fark hath growns 
up. to a maſterleſs incendium, and this now hap= 
pilyextinguished,shouldheagaindallybut 
with theleaſt reſemblance orshaddow»of 
ſin, would in him appear monſtrous aftet 
the taſt of ſo{1gnala mercy. T his made him 
cry, waſh me Lord not only from:fin,” but 
more, even from all danger;' and occaſi: 
ons of ſin: For in the midſt of imminent 
occalionsof {in, not to decline from Ver- 
tue, and noble reſolutions; is a poſhibili- 
ty more ſpeculative, than ' reducible to 
practice : Nor was our penitent {o tranſpor- 
ted with his change, .asnotto havea loli- 
citude for prevention of the like diſaſter : 
His repentance was notiby halves, this made 
himſtand alwayes upon his guardjalwayes 
in fear, and ſtill panting after more puri- 
ty, and more relaxation from his chains 
of iniquity. _ 7 FF 
Waſh me more, thatis, more than others, 
this clauſe of his Petition he judged not 
unneceſſary ; for he believed the ſtains 
of his guilt were drunk in more deeply ; 
and were more fixt, than in the Soul ofany 
other the greateſt offendour, and conſe- 
quently his cure required the application 
of amore Sovereignremedy. If the Le- 
Dat; prous 


(46) 
prous Condition of A(aaman Cyrus found 
not a compleat redreſs untill his ſevenrh 
Lotion in Fordan; what ſtreams muſt hes 
ſeck out, whoſe infirmity ſpeaks a con- 
temptof God: What multiplicity of rei- 
terated bathings will ſuffice to cleanſe that 
Crimſon Dye, whoſe reeking ſmoakaſcends 
to Heaven to purchaſe thence a conſuming 
fre ; Whoſe numberleſs offences he him< 
ſelf compares to the ſands of the Sea, and 
confeſſes he cannot entertain a thought of 
them without horrour. He reckons up 
many fignal Favours he had received from 
the liberal hand of God, how he was pickt 
out from | amidft i his Fathers flocks, 
being the youngeſt-and leaſt conſiderable 
of all his children, ' robe made Author of 
liberty unto {ſrae/ : how God had $hel- 
tred himas it were, under his Wings from 
all his Enemies, and ſo ordained that their 
greateſt malice proved matter of his greateſt 
2/ory;how God had entruſted into his hands 
the Rule and guidance of his ele& people, - 
and given him wiſdom, and courage to! acquit 
himſelf of that weighty charge with m- 
mortal.honour: How God had promiſed not * 
to confinehis munificence unto his perſon, - 
but thar he would ſettle the ſucceſſion of 
his 


(47) 
his Reval Dignity to his polteriry for ever: 
And above all, how from his line;, and 
ſeed. should ifſue forth an abſtract of all 
his liberalities ro Mankind; the Saviour of 
the. World : When he had regiſtred. all 
theſe Obligations; and paſſed on to ſur- 
vey-what return he had made, he found 
ſo high ingratitude, {0 much of &i/ſozalty, that 
torank himſelf with orher finners, were 
co add preſumption to:his heap of fins :' He 
ſupplicares, therefore; that to the Enormi- 
ty of his Grimes may be proportioned the 
Meaſure of his pardon, that as :the deformity 
of his fin was unparralell'd, . ſo likewiſe 
mighc the ſtroke of thar pencilexceed, which 
was-to cofrrett all his imperfections, and 
beautify him witha rouch. of perfection; 
waſh me more from my iniquity. iy! 
When he had thus framed his Petition, 
implying in this word more; firſt a neceſ- 
{ity of greatcr helps than others, propor- 
tionably to the greatneſs of his tranſgreſ(- 
{10ns; nextadelire tobe free from the leaſt 
venial ſm, and laſtly to be ſecured even from 
occaſtons of ſm; He ventures yet a little fur= 
ther, and following the Di#amens of flesh 
and blood, makes inſtance fora relaxation 
of the temporal punishmenrdue to his Sin; 


waſh 


(48) 
waſh me more, that is, not only in taking a+ 
way his doom to eternal torments, but 
alſo the temporary ſatisfactions he muſt 
here make: His ſen/itve part S$hrinks at the 
forelight of contradictions he was to wade 
through, and would feign obtain this ad=- 
ditional remiſſion; Man's natural affetionto 
the Body, from a ftrit Union it hath with 
the Soul, raiſed in our Petitioner a great 
_ tenderneſs of it, inſomuchas not to plead 
for it, were to violate ( he thought) the 
Articles of Friendship made by nature- 
berween them: Yethe had alwayes ſuch 
an Eye to the Decrees of Heaven, that after 
all his ſupplications he totally ſubmits: 
He will not repine atany preſſure, but- 
with an entise re/ignation drink in the bittereſt 
draughts of temporal afflictions , if his Di- 
vine Juſtice ſo require : He values ('tis 
crue.) his Body initſelf, God and nature- 
having imprinted this love in him, but 
when its depreſſion may conqduce to the 
purifying of his Soul, upon whole happi- . 
neſs it mainly depends, reaſon teaches we 
muſt then. let it ſink; and though itbe 
drown'd in an Ocean of torments, our Pe= 
nitent hath this confolation that his Peritt= 
on is grantedasrotheettect,forhe shallſee 
IT 
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itriſeagain, wholly diſtainey imithe- waters 

of. tribulation, be:shall-tind his paſt-for- 
rows grown up inzo.Jubileys; pr. Exul- 
fations; and his heartmore;fenſibleiot thar 
mercy whigh, gave him conſtancy..in-his 
ſufferings, than if by, a purea& of grace» 
he had been ph ho {in withoutany 
fatisfaction-inhisownperſon;: It thenhe 
be. purified either according to: his own 
wish, by.an exemption from ſufferings 
which his frail Natuze ſuggeſts, orelſeby 
an immmdation of, afflidjons: which he hath merit- 
cdby hiscrimes, He hath ſtill thiscom- 
fort, that he: ſues not in vain, fince both 
will contribute ro the drift of his Periti- 
on, which 1s to. appear .cvery minute 
with.a greater purity in the Eyes of; his 
Creatour. eAmplins {ava me, waſh me - more 
from my iniquity. y 


The Application. 


St. Bernard NY AEEA char if at any time, 
God deprives us of what is good, itisbut to 
oratific us with ſomething that is better ; 
upon this reflection he reckons ita happi- 
neſs in St..Paul that he was {truck blind, 
forimmcdiately: upon that ſtroke he,was 


= = raiſed. 


 . 
raiſed to the third Heavens, and admitted 
unto ſecrets unfit to unfold to Man; and 
afterwards receiving the fight of his Body, 
with that reſtitution was ſuperadded rhe 
clear Eye-/ipht of his Soul, God ſent Feremy 
to the Potters shop, that he might ſee 
how the broken Veſſel was to be new 
moulded; and come out better than be= 
fore, if then the Clay frequently recieves 
a better form and fashion than at firſt, let 
_ us in imitation and with the ſame confi- 
dence of our holy penitent after our failings 
cry, Lord, waſhmemore, L.ctour paſt harms 
warn 'us not to preſume of our ownUÞ 
ſtrength ; - this humble opinion will ſeparate 
much of the droſs of our actions, and 
teach us to rely more upon God than our 
ſelves: Let usoft lay before us the Seal of 
God's pardon, this cannot but enflame 
ourlove, andenfireour Hearts in the zeal 
of his ſervice; nay Chriſt ſeems to ſer it 
down asa rule that we proportion our love 
to our Obligations. He little loves to whom - 
little s forgiven; that where a large ſcore is 
ſtruck off by his Mercy, theremuſt needs RF 
ſucceed an ambition to a more ſuperemi= #* 
nent perfeQion ; waſh the more from my iniquity: © 
In fine, this quadrates with Habakkak's pro- 
phecy : 


(51) 
phecy : 1f heretofore thou maileſt one. ſlep in the way 
of Death, thou ſhalt now tread for it ten in the'way 
of life. So that every ſinner isencouraged 
not only torecover his innocence, but to 
improve it throughout the remainder of 
his life, never ceaſing to repeat : Amplins 
lava me ab iniquitate, waſh me more from my iniquity. 4 
p.- | | Amen. 4 


Gnu 4n:s Wh 


Et a peccato meo munda me, 


eAnacleanſe me” from my fin, 


I the Series of Ads inordinate and de= 

ficient from that rectitude required to 
give thema denomination of good : We 
find ſome whichrelate immediately to God, 
as when with contempt we ſtrike ar things 
dire&ly ordained to his glory and ſervice, 
theſe paſs under the name of impiety : O= 
ther: there are whole firſt tendency levells 
at our Neighbour, as when wetraverſe_- 
thelighrt of Nature,in doing toancther what 
we would not have done unto our ſekes, 


and 
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and'theſe are ſtyled by the appellation of 
iniqnity ; Laſtly there are certain treaſons 
whereof wemake:ourBodyes-/inſtrumen- 
tal -and by-which we are: corrupted, *de- 
praved;, and wroughc into ftrange 'habi- 
tualFrailties; theteare properly. expreſ- 
ſed»by theiterm'of-jn,; becaute by themy 
we-aQtagainſt our ſelves. Our Holy Peni- 
tent drawes the exordium of his Petition from 
a ſenſe of his impiety, when in this ſt 
' verſe he ſaid, have mercy onme, O God, for there 
he owns his Frailties as a Creature in reſpe&t 
of his Creatair, and beggs his Gracious 
pardon: In the next verſe he confeſſes his 
iniquity, whoſe full diſcuſſion'as to inju- 
ſtice towards his Neighbour I reſerve for 
another place: Inthis thirdwerſe he ſurveys 
his bwn. perſon, beholds the Havocks, 
and corruption made there by tin ;- and 
now: would fteign apply a Salutary Medi- 
cament, .to:. which end he inſerts, this 
clauſc in his Petition : Apeccato meo mundame, 
cleanſe me 'frommy ſm; that 1s, from the filth, . 
and ordure which accompany tins of che 
flesh. Amongſtall the irregular motions 
whereof: Man 1s capable, there 1s none 
which leads, unto Labyrinths ſo inextri- 
cable, into precipices fo diſaſtrous, as this 

1s unhappy 
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unhappy ſinoof carnality : Inthe firſt place 
it drawes a Cloud over the mnderſlandins, 
Z and ſo deprefles the. facultiesof the Soul: 
7 as she'becomes inamanner terreſtrial, that 
Z is, unable to.clevate+her ſelf beyond the 
objeAsof ſenſe; for the operations ofthe 
Soul aremore perfect, as they are more» . 
abſtracted from materiality ; Now this fin * 
wholly drowns, and takesus up'in the pur=- 
ſuit of ſenſible things,” and conſequently” |, 
muſt needs debilitate, and weaken the_> 
Mind in her naturat functions. In other 
paſſions, as Anger, Fear, Joy, andthe like 
there are ſtill exrant' ſome Seeds of reaſwr; 
this deſtroyes all that is Man in us, and 
makes Manbyathouſand homages, and 
venerations ſubject to that Sex, which 
God and Nature have deſigned Mans in- 
feriour; as 1f it aimed not onlyat Mans - 
deſtruction, but to reſolve the FYorld into 
another Chaos :. For what shafts of Gods 
vengeance have fallen heavy upon Man- 
kind, that were not directed to the cha- 
ſtiſemenc of this fin : It wasaninordinate 
appetite to: mix with the Daughters of 
= Gentiles that firſt gave birth to Monſters, 
Z andGyants; and fromtheir accurſed off- 
7 ſpringtheE&arh becameſuch afink of abo-- 
5 O mina- 


AS 
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mintations, asno leſs than an univerſal inun- 
dation was able; to wash away theſtanchand 
;nfetjon of thoir impicties. At was this foul 
pleaſure which miniftred Fnel tothe' con< 
ſutming flames of Sadom, and'Gomorrab;' this 
blintpaſſion led 7ſreelenſnared by AMadian 
Women 1n Idolatry., a foundation to all 
the Calamirics and-+dereliftions by God 
which befel thar-chofem:Nation: At one 
timetwentyfour thoufand Hebrews were 
 punished! with Dearh for: Adultery, and: 
what a ſlaughnet of fixty thouſand perſons 
didiour ſad Penitent behold; 'and this in 
revenge of his own libidinous Acts, as if 
the ſtains they had Ieft/behind, could not 
beadrawn outby a Sexof blood, - ©: * 

{Whenhis aftrighted thoughtshad laye 
before himball-theſe diſmal paſſages, ' he 
trembles, expe&ing every moment to be $hi-- 
vered.and\diſperied into Ashes by the: de- 
crees of a quftavenger; he approves the: 
fancy of thoſe who'rcompole Yenus of the 
Froth:of thei Sea, brackish, perfidiows ,- 
and the Sear of hazzards, and diſquiets, 
the plezfwe he hath had, appears to him raw © 
burlike a Frotb,or bubble, which ifnotborn © 
away (asecaſtly it is) by every: blaſt, will *' 
certainly of it{elf ſoon difſolve, and work 

- CEO Its 
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its ownruine; andhawever the ſubſtance 
be flecting; utleavesnorwithiiandingan- 
membrance behind ,\ſochitterrand- diſftatthul, 
and fo hardly clawed-off,; as-0nc-mantd 
thifik that alone were a ſufficient (punifhinent 
for a treſpaſs of 1o little-ſatisfaftion rand 
for the ſtorms, and waſtes /1t-atten makes 
inKingdoms, andprivateFamilics; i{cacot 
anyage hath not furnishedimany-{id ex+ 
amples: Iam ſure-our Holy Penitent feltthe 
{mart of this bitter:Truth-in the! defolati> 
onof his houſe; in; the dishonor and dbath 
of his C hildren;in the rebellion ofhis Sabjeds, 
andabovyeall inthe forteicure'oftholeyares 

promiſes madeby Heaven to himandhiwgo- 
ſterity, all which foundnottheir Tombihur 
inthe corruption of this unhappy /in.: Sorthar 
inthisrequeſt to be.cleanſed: from his ſin, 

he' firſt declares the faulneſs of it, evident 4 
in the horrid Diſeaſe Nature gives':to * 
thaſe who uſe itinexceſs,; next, he'hints 
the reliques, and dreggs it leayes behind, 
that if God's grace,-joyned- with a great” 

_ reſolution happen to diſlodgethis: peru 

lent Gueſt, yet ſtill ſome footſteps:or. im- 

preſſions remain, apt to reenter, andclaim 
an intereſt: Wherefore he could pronuſe 

to himſelf no' ſecurity, unleſs:an inunda- 

| tion 
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' tion of mercy fall upon him topurify, and 
carry away all the remainderof bad incti- 
nations grown intoababit, and become as 
it were a ſecond Nature in him. Cleanſe 
me:from my fin, \ and as 'it was not a flight ſtain 
hehad contracted, bur all circumſtances 
weighed the moſt indelible” that ſprings 
from inordinate ads in carnal pleaſures: 
For' Lawes' Divine, Natural, and 'Hu- 
maneſcemrtobeviolatedin Adultery : Di- 
wvine,-in that'rwo perſons by marriage are 
made one flesh, and both palſs-into the- 
jinacommunicable Nature of individuality; 
becoming che eſſential part of each other 
whence violation'cannot happen to one 
without deſtroying the life - of the: 0+ 
ther; andbreaking that bond which God 
hath knit together. Iatural Law is like- 
wiſe by an adulterous act infringed, be- 
cauſe-Marriage confiſts not in'-the ſole, 
poſſeſhon of the Body, but alſo, nay prin- 
cipally in the affeftions of a reaſonable 


Soul: For the bonds of Marriage are not - 


wrought by copulation, but mutual con- 
ſent, andundera ſacred Vow never to be 
retracted; who then infringes theſe en- 
gagements muſt needs contra&ta note of 
infidelity, and conſequently ſtrike at the 

main 
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main Hinge of humane Society to pre- 
ſerve which Nature chiefly tends in all 
her principles, and eſſential motions. 
Laſtly, a breach is made in humane Law by 
Adultery, in that Marriage is nota private 
but domeſtick good, which concerns not 
one, but infinite Families, ſtrengthened 
by the Laws of the Church, and publick 
Faith of Nations: From hence Nature_> 
finds thoſe who carefully cultivare her 
plants; hence Commonwealths are en- 
riched with Citizens, the Church with 
Children. By this we may ſee the malice 
of Adultery, that drawes along with it” 
the viohation of ſo many Laws. Chriſt * 
enjoyns us alove of our Enemies, and that the 
Sun ſhould not ſet in our anger, Yetinthe treach< 
cry of Marriage- Bed permrts a ſeparation 
between Man and Wife, how firictly ſo - 
ever united by indiſſolubletyes, as if ſuch 
crimes ſurpaſſed the limits of pardon; as 
if an evil ſo deſtructive, that remedies 
could find no place; and that this indivi- 
duallife once diſſolved, could no more be 
recalled than habit from privatzon. 

Many Tyrants have ſubdued to therage 
of their crueltiesthewealth, liberty, and 
_ lives of their Subjects, who looking upon 
| this 
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this power as given from Heaven over 
them, patiently ſuſtained all choſedepre-' 
dations; buti1t once they touched upon , 
their wives, and would involve them in 
the Maſs of theirimpurities, this rowſed 
up their fallen ſpirits, caſt them into rebellion, 
nay pushed them to that extremity as never 
ro deliſt-untill they had deprived thole of 
life, who had raviſhed from chem what was 
more dcar than fe; untill they had redu- 
ced unto ashes the Authors oft their infa- 
my, and taught rhem for the example of 
poſterity this violence of all others will 
notbe lefrunrevenged inthis, World. 

Fhere hath ſcarce been any Nation- 
though Pagan or Infidel which hath notpu- 
nished edukcry with- Death. or exquiſite 
Torments : | Some by fire, others by wild 
Horſes; ſome by the. Halter, : others in pul- 
ling out ther Eyes, 'cuttingoft their No- 
ſes;. ſome | by ſtones! as in eAoſer Law: 
Whence 'tis clearthat even. the light of 
Nature taught, there ought for rhe good 
of humane Society! that a ſtop be made'to 
this diſorder 1. 7 [£27 
. -QurPenitenthavingan his thoughts lay'd 
open all thoſe, Enormities-of an Adulte- 
rous Act, is{urprifedto ſee himſelf _ 
L111: ge 
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gced in ſo many abominations, to: have” 
heaped up to himſelf ſo mach ignomi- 
ny and infection, asthe reproach of them. 
would laſt as long as time. How ſparing- 
ly do good Men treat of carnal ſubjects, 
either in Writing or in the Pulpir, leſt the 
very articulate ſound or Characters in this 
matter might offend chaſt Ears, or cauſe 
worſe effects in Hearts already tainted: If 
then, this poyſon carry withit ſomuchofma- 
linity in the very name or lighteſt thought, 
what corruption, and noyſomneſs muſt 
the fin it ſelf produce. Oh! howſtrong did 
this {cent breathe in theNoſtrils of our Pe- 
nitent when once his underſtandins was 
awake, and beheld withan Eye free from 
paſlion his. Body diſſolved into ſo many 
contaminations; no wonder than if he ſo 
oft repeat 11 th Pſalmthe cleanſms "oem his fin : 
Every glimps of his paſt foul delights caſts 
him intoa blush, beholding no other:con- 
_ ſequence of them rhan shame, ' confution, 
and;'the thfeats' of eternal deſtruction , 
notwithſtanding all this he ſues for a Ve- 
ſture. of ng&euce, and he does it to him 
who with a4; or blaſt from his Mouth 
drew,out of a dark-Chaos that glorious Bo- 
dy of; the Sun which ſo revives us : —” 
ow im 
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him who hathpromiſed to let fall all the 
darts of his anger upon the truce repen- 
tance of aſ{inner; on this bas he fixes his 
Petition, and doubts not but at laſt ro find 
a happy iſſue, to be drawn out of the mire 
of his ſenſualities, and his leprous condition 
changed into the conſiſtence of reflored grace; 
after this he ſighs and groans, nor is ca- 
pable of any conſolation untill that happy 
moment arrive whichshall puta period to 
this longing demand; Et a peccato meo munda 
me, cleanſe me from my fin. | 


The Application. 
We muſt conſider that Godis purity it ſelf, 


who hath nothing more in abomination- 
than an impure Soul : That Heaven in- 
habited by Angels'is a place of honour , 
where nothing defiled can have acceſs: 
Wherefore we ought to apprehend any 
ſtain of Ilubricity; becauſe moſt obſtru- 
ctive to our final Beatitude. Firf, inthat it 
1s according to St. Thomas, peccatum maxime 
inberentize, a Sin that clings like Bird-ltme 
toour Souls, and of all others moſt hard 
ro be clawed off; it reſembles a Phenix , 


who renews her ſelf with the freenkindled 
by 
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by the motion of her own ings; foapet- 
ſon inured tothat vice, ever when he would 
vive itover,and bury it withall occaſion- 

of incentives, dothoften ftind the ( vals to 
be blown afreh by the"wmss\ ff thoughts, {o 
that whilſt we live," we Bught hever-to be 
ſecure; ſince'tis a combat of all others the 
moſt hazzardous, and where the victory 
is moſtrare next, it is a of impudency,; and 
when a Soulis devoid offhame,” what hopes 
catithere beto reclaimher; St.-Hierowad- 
viſesto a private admonition ofourneigh- 
bour,/ and gives this reaſon, leſt he break 
the curb of ſhame, and dwell inchis ſin for 
ever.” By baptiſm we' are made members 
of Fiſw Chriſt; and the chiefeſt homage wes 
can pay to hirh as our Head, is to preſerve 
it #nſpotted from-any'ſhaat of impurity: A. 
viroinal integrity is ſo acceptable unto God, 
thar the Angels ( were they permitted ) 
would tranſlate them Body and Soul into 
Heaven, thatDeath might not prey on a 
treaſure thar deſervesto be immortal, wheres 
foreletus never ccaſctocry with our holy 
Penirent 3 -a peccato meo munda me, cleanſe ' we 
= my f _ N. Amen. 
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'Cnase VIL. Ns 


 Quouiam iniquitaten meam ego wgnoſco, ' i 
| , ;Becauſe 1 know my iniquity. 


AF terall theſe ſupplications our Petitio- 
+. ner now comes to giveareaſon, why 
ſo.confidently he' requires ane At of Grace. 
| yo ol firſt view, itſeecmsa ſtrange one, and 
to-imply his greater guilt : Iris this, be- 
cauſe he kuowes bis iniquity. Ignorance (where 
the faQt is palpable!) makes. a'great plca in 
offtendours ; our criminal onthe contrary 
acknowledges his. treſpaſs ," declares he 
knowes what hey. has done,, and from 
thence claums-and-,pretends.a rationali- 
ty.in his petition ; had he in.licu of this, 
inſerted -a Repentance of his miſdeeds, 
adetcſtation of hispaſt failings, this might 
havecarried fome weight, in order toare- 
ayer): od ore ob ou ug 
1 {Bytwe muſt reflect; iyjuries done to God 

and Man arethings.very diſparate, and quite 
of.;another nature : For I may conlider_ 
many diſobligations I have thrown upon 
my Neighbour, and yet not retract in ar 
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will thoſe ill Offices;: becauſemay have 
' reccived the like' from him; and many 
humane Lawes have allowed this retalia- 
tion; ſo that to. retain a/memory 'of the 
harms | hay&donera Man, may fierifie 
nothing of yertue;| of ipious amendinefir. 
But when Hook uponany mifcarriage't 
my Duty towards God, this glance mult 
needs reproach mciot ragratimale;\'rheretan 
be no pretence,, obshadow'of. excwe: to 
juſtifie any failing towards'the/Divints> 
Majeſty.: Sincewe are ovetrwhelmed'on 
all-ſides with his favours; and benediai- 
095iz whence the:S&ynel of ſuch'a confides 
ragi0n inevitably will humble;” confound, 
and caſt us upon the forms of Repentance." + 
> QurPentumertherefore knowing his ini- 
quity; virtually declares by ir, the diſowns 
 whathe hathdone,orrather owns it tobe 
exorbitant;;and from this cnfeſfion* layes 
claim-ro his;Fuſtice, which upon the con- 
verſion-of''a.:finner:; engages to: abolish 
andraiſe ourof his memory all paſt iniqut- 


Y 
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: Becauſe [know my iniquity : This knowledge 
evidences thereturnof Grace'to his Soul. 
In the:35. Pſalm he deſcribes his own con- 
dition in the-ſtate of 'fin':''eA{y imtyuities 


ſur« 
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ſurrounded me, aud I couid ſee nothing : St. Hot b 
exclaims againft that day, whereiti he> | 
commitred ſin, -and queſtions whether | 
hemaycallitday; ſince he was involved | 
inaprofound obſcurity, and then hegocs Þ 
on,-lay1 ing; he willriſc, and diſperfe the 
miſts of his:zniquiues, that he may ſee: the 
fountain of all goodneſs. 7 
Our Petitioner agaitiin the 48.Pſalnigives 2 
eMw (when-enſlaved by fin)-the title of | 
Beaſt, nay-withiſomething of aggravation, | 
aflimilating:him to a Fooliſh Beaſt : He re- 
membred' how eAdawr after his fall, was 
cloathed-with Skins of Beafts 3; which attire 
was /þuta Symbolof his Mind beſtiatized, 
and made Sayageby tranſgreſſions. . © - 
-St: Thomas ſpeaking of thoſe Clouds of 
darkneſs, wherein poor ſinnerslye grove- 
ling; ſayes,-it-proceeds from'a propenſi- 
onbenr uponevil, averſedfromGod and F 
deprived of grace: The oppoſite/beams | 
then, which fill our Souls with light and 
ſerenity - muſt needs-draw their ſource.-- 
fromaloveot what is good, an adhzſton 
10,God, andaſweet repoſlceſfiion of grace, |} 
and.-in; theſe. ſplendours our Petitioner | 
finds himſelf: Firſt; they raiſe his Sow-to þ 


abject infinitely good, and amiable, 
and 
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and after vehement affections enkindled 
towards this Sovereign felicity, his Zyes 
are unſealed, and beholds the Ghaſtly 
shapeof his fins, which caſt him into ex« 
clamations againſt his own unworthinels , 
upon reiterated addreſſes for mercy and 
pardon, and at laſt admitted into favour; 
he learns by that ineſtimable gift (under 
whole Dominion he now lives.) what it is 
to offend God, how monſtrous a thing 
{in is, and therefore will tiot conceal his 
new acquired notions, but proclaim. Quo- 
niamerc. becauſe 1know my iniquity. 

It was not an abſtra# knowledse of his ini- 
quity he alledges, for this may conſiſt with 
the moſt irinocent and ſpotleſs Soul, and 
was foundin e4dambeforehis fall: But'ris 
what he had learnt by dear experience; 
he had taſted that Tree which imports 
knowledge of good andevil, but alas, far different 
from thoſe pure /dzas,which reſide in Souls 
that werenever involved in the shades of 
{in; forſuchfurvey withan intelleQas it 
were Angpelical, the commands of God 
and in obedienceto his Law make uſe of 
their knowledge, but to avoid the pre- 
varication : But our Pettioncr looks upon - 
the deformity of ſininall its circumſtan- 
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ccs of the Abyis of ruine itdrawes upon} | 
us,. and having with the Cananean cryed for | 
mercy, then he confeſſes his nakednefs, | 
then he layes open his failings, and blush- | 


cs not at the knowledge of his iniquity, | 


- | o 
becauſe they are now -washed ina Chriſtal | 


ſtream, and their paſt horrours ſerve but | 
toraiſe in hima dereſtation of them,and ro 
invite him at. the ſame timeto admire the_, 
Wiſdom of God, thatthus by his peniten- 
tial acts will-manifelt his Zuſtice; and laſtly 
ro-praiſe-his. mercy that hath given him a 
perfet knowledge of his iniquity, asa certain 
Land-mark'to. preferve him from future 
Shipwrack; . becauſe þ know my muy. 2; 
i;::k remember.therProdigal Son, when lan« 
guishing in -miſery;/and perishing for. 
hunger; : pixched only upon this remedy, 
thatche: would tell his Father he had ſin- 
edxpainſt Heaven and him In like manner our 
Petter Hayes aſide: the thought of-any 
googihe may havedone, offers to theview 
of ais\eternal Fatherall the wounds of his. 
cayztcfized Soul, and that he mightengage 
hintelf to:a compleat diſcovery, -canfet= 
{es he, ds nogignorant, butknowes all the 
Windings,..and extravagant progreſſions 
ok Hisiniquity ; how:they had led him. 
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from Adultery ro Homicide, thence to Pride , 
 anity, and Solereliance on his own oreatneſs 
and power, and when he had ſummed up 
all his ingratirudes, he gives chis account, 
Domine opus tuum vivica illud, Lord I know my 
© Sin, So likewiſe I know the remper of 
Z the delinquent, how he 1s compoſed of 
frailties, unable of himſelf to fer his hand 
ro any good vvork, to any ſupernatural 
motion: Wherefore he hopes this conf1- 
deratzon may ſomething take oft, and 
render his deviations leſs irregular. 

Yer on theother fide he will not flatter 
himſelf into a blameleſs condition, he- 
knows a ſupport of: Grace ever- attended 
himamidfthis predominant paſſions, and 
ſmarceſttryals, by whoſe means he mighr 
have been victorious: This btings him 
on his Knees, and drawes from him an 
humble confeſſion. Becauſe 1 know my ini- 
quity. 

It wasthis ge 7 fixing him onthe 
baſis of humiliry which prepared him for 
thoſc ſublime, and ſupernatural commu- 
Nications he afterwards received from his 
dear-Creatour:. Whatare.his Pſalms but a — 
Series of raptures,, and celeſtial ravishments, 
a Tabernacle of ſacred 'myſteries vvith 
dio) vyhich 
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vyhich his underſtanding was fed ; that. 
vve may ſee to vvhatpitch Man 1s capable 
of ariſing from this knowledge ow Our 
Sins. How confidently did St. Peter per - 
ſiſt in his denial of Chriſt, and cryed as 
naturally, 7knownotthee Man; as if he had 
been nurſed upin infidelity:It was only the | 
refleion upon his perfidious Crime, and | 
a clear view of it, that brought him to 
himſelf, and ſprung in him ſuch flouds of 
rears. What caſt St. earyeIMagdalen in- 
to ſuch rigours vyhich ſeem incomparable | 
vvith humane Nature bur a ſenſe, and 
knowledge of her tranſgreſſions. What 
opened Heavens-Gate to the expiring 
Thief butthis: Nos quidem digna fatty rea- 
pimus ; We truly recerve a puniſhment which our 
crimes deſerve. In a word, you shall find 
no remarkable change in the life of any 
perſon from Vice to Vertue, which took 
not its firſt rice froma ſerious conſiderati- 
on of their former ingratitude; and this 
is confirmed in the example of our Holy. 
Petitioner; yvho firſt cryes out hehath ſinned, 
and preſently hears _ who pro= 
claims apardon, after which aſſurance, he 
{its- not (till, nor returns to his Vomit, 
but will for the future offer up as my | 

olo- 
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holocauſts,” as before he harh* had unlaw- 
ful:delights, he will cotivert'the number 

' of his fins into0a greatet number of vertues 
and: whatſoever in'him hath contribute 
to the contempt of God his Creatour, 'shall 
be employed in his ſervice by penitentialatts, 
that as now he ſadly acknowledges his errouts, 
he may one day be tranſported in the ptaiſe 
of the Divine goodneſs, diyulge his fatis> 
factions, the firſt ſtepto which aſcent he 
will ever owe to this leſſon: Beranſe / kpow 
My Tmquity. | 


i The Application. 


St. eAulin preſcribing a remedy to firi- 
ers, gives them this short Recpe, tu inde nort 
avertas, withdraw not thy fight from thy ſims: For 
if thou fix thy Eyes upon them, God will 
tutn his away ; but in caſe you throw them 
behind your back, then hewill takea full 
view of them, atid punish them ſeverely 
in thee; the Suri ſetting upot) a dark Cloud 
makes it become bright and radiarit, ſo 
Almighty God laying open unto our holy 
penitent, the foulneſs of his iniquity, hes 

cooperates with his merciful cayes, ſur- 
veys them, and bya true ſenſe of his in« 
S Ora* 
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therefore to alledgerhis powerful Topick 


here : Quoniam iniquitatem meam ego cognoſco, be- 
cauſe { know my iniquity. -\\ 9.3 G 
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-AEtcr this declaration of our Petitioner 
4.23 'how knowing he 1s in his own mil- 
fortiines, nexthe layes open:his condiri- 
0n,:boping iti may. draw ſome beams of 
mercy and pitty upon him, atleaſt ſerve» 
to;kyirn others by: bis. .harms.; «AM jo 
(lays he ) # abvayes before me, . fomerimes as 
aniewuſer, 'depaling with much vehemen- 
cy-every crime he hath :commitred, and 
orhitting no.circumitancethatmay render 
1t more odions; ſometimes as a. Fudge de- 
livering exactly every ſtatute he hath pre- 
yaricated, cither of Heaven; Nature, or 
Reaſon, shewing the punishment ordain- 
cdforhis miſdeceds. Andlaſtly, pronoun- 
cinga.Sentence againſt which he hath no 
plea, nor evation: Whence St. (; bryfoftom 
ſlaycs, whatpleaſure alas can' there be in 
{in; when the neceſlary conſequences of 
It are, accuſation, reproach, ſcandals and 
condemnations ; all other afflictions have 
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a remedy, this allowes no trucenor reſpit 
in other tribulations ( whilſt our conſci- 
enceis unſtained ) we have a Sanftuary within 
#9, whether we may retreat, and find God, 
and in himall conſolation; but this once 
forfeited by ſin, what canwe do? If in, 
rhe Country, or City, abroad, orat home 
ſill this remorſe attends us, and having 
fled from all the World, we find our Enemy 
and Exccutioner in our own ſelves, which we 
alwayes dragg after us whereſoever we 


0. 
: What dreads and hortors befieged the, 
Heart of Cain, every shadow he beheld 
ſeemed to threaten Death and deftruction 
ro him, f{othathischoughts were alwayes 
lodged in a Sepulchre ; the memory of his 
crimes till rifing up as wimeſs againſt him, 
with how juſt reaſon then did St. Auſtin cry: 
Lord thou haſt commanded, and itis fwflled, that 4 
vicious Soul proves to her ſelf her own tormentour. 

Plato ſayes, God hath given to the fa- 
culties of the Soul a certain Harmony , 
which infinitely delights, and recreates 
that ſpiritual ſubſtance, now whenby in- 
ordinate actions she diſſolves this unity , 
there mult needs ſpring from this diſloluri- 
onagreatgriefor anguish,thoughthe cauſe 


be 
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be not known, 'as when any vital pait is 
offended, a ſmart pain is diſperſed through | 
the whole Body, albeit we know not” 
from whence it proceeds: If then this 
great Philoſopher gives affiction as a natural 
effet of fin, what muſt he endure who hath 
the addition of a ſupernatural precept, when” 
he looks upon it infringed, and made the 
Subject of his contempt; when he weighs 
the /oſs he hach made of Grace, the eAbyſs 
of miſery, wherein he 1s plunged; cer- 
tainly this muſt create within us a torment 
far beyond any impreſlion of cruelty, or 
malice from abroad. 

This 15 the ſtate of our Penicent; let 
him go where he will, he finds a Tribunal 
erected within him, where his CaleL is 
ſcanned to the full, and all his Exorbitan- 
ces laid home to him ; whilſt he in the- 
mean like poor Fob notabte to return one 
word for a thouſand , looks about, at 
leſt to fee ſome Councel, butalas, every 
one withdraws, nay his own Conſcience 
riſes up againſt him. 

Paſchaſrus apon that place of St. «Aſathew, 
wheretwo poſſeſſed perſons ifluing forth 
from Monuments encountred, our bleſſed 
Saviour wonders why the Devils $hould ra- 
FT ther 
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ther inhabit corrupted Vaults, than plea- 
ſant Fields, Gardens, or ſtately Manſi- 
ons, and at laſt atisfics himſelf with this 
reaſon, that it is a juſt return for thoſe. 
who wouldnotrelish Heavenly delights, 
they should be fed with Carkaſſes, nou- 
rished with Ordure and Purrefaction, to 
the End their punishment may be ſuir- 
able to their offence ; this ſtroke of Ju- 
ſtice our Penitent acknowledges his fen- 
ſestake innothing, but the ſpecies of foul 
and cruel acts committed by him, andeve- 
ry glance adds a new. fuel to his conſuming 
flames; the eMemoryof them is 10 Ghaſtly, 
that were it to be his ſole penalty he should 
think the reiteration of his crimes purcha- 
ſedatrtoo deara rate: My ſm is alwayes before 
me. 

We necd ſeck no other, Topicks to 
prove theterrour which remorſe brings to 
a Conicience, then our Penitents own- 
words in the 54. P/ahn, where he ſayes, 
Diſcedunt in [nfernum viventes, they deſcend alive 
into Hell, He thought no alluſion, but to 
the {tate of the damned could reach this 
misfortune, ſo that whoſoever is upon- 
the rack of a tortured Conſcience ſeems 


to anticipate_ his ſad doom, and to find a 
Hell 
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Hell even upon Earth, and no wondet 
when eMerurins Triſmegiſtus aſlerts, that 
the Body by habitual fin becomes brutish, 
and the Mind turns to bea Devil, which 
chaſtiſes and afflits the offendour with 
the ſtripes of his ownſ1n. 

Our ſad Penitent little foreſaw this Ene- 
my within him art the beginning, his 
whole Solicirude was only to dazle the 
Eyes of the World, by that means to ftifle 
the dischonour mightariſe from his crimes. 
He ſends for Uriahto Court, there caretles 
him, andall his Stratagems failing at laſt 
commands him to be expoſed to certain” 
ruine, and the drift of all this was to con- 
ceal his ſin, believing could that be etfe- 
cted he should do well enough for thereſt; 
but what was the event, hear the tydings 
— brings him, thou haſt done this 
offence covertly, andin ſecret; bur God 
will publish it at noon-day;, and makes 
known thy ingratitude. Behold all his 
PR blown up1n an inſtant, and beſides 

e hath this low Executioner of his own 
Conſcience, which like a shadow inſe- 
parably attends him, and makes him_s 
groan forth : ey fints alwayes before me. 
Epicure was of Opinion, exorbitant actt- 

ons 


(76) 

ons ought to be declined upon the ſole. 
motiveof fear whichalwayes invades the 
Minds of Criminals; this shews that:na- 
ture is diſordered by Evil ( for this Philoſo- 
pher had no other ray than that of reaſon.) 
and the diſturbance we find to ſpring from 
tranſgreſſions, is but an effect of nature” 
in order to its own preſcrvation: For 
who would conceive (did not ſad expe- 
rience render it manifeſt) that Man could 
{upport the conſtant reproachesand harp 
ſentences of his condemning Conſcience, 
for the enjoyment of ſome light pleaſure 
of Carnality, Revenge, and the like : 
Which as a flash of lightning 'inſtead of 
olory and delight, leaves us to moulder 
away in the ashes of dishonour, and to 
be ſurrounded with torments, even be- 
fore we had ata full pauſe taſted the cauſe 
and ſubject of our chaſtiſements. 

Hence methinks Plato happily com- 
paresa perſon enſlaved to his ſenſualities 
unto one who hatches, and nurſes up a 
Chymera conſiſting of many exact linea- 
ments, and after athouſand complacent” 
thoughts of this phantaſtick beauty, it is 
toundar laſt robea meer effect of the ima- 
oination. Our ſad Penitent Jooking back 

into 
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into his life, acknowledges the truth of 
this allufion, heawakes as from a dream, 
all his paſt delights appear ro him under 
no other form; only he tinds the ſmart of 
his 'punishment to be real, and confeſles 
his-.unpirttying Conſcience like another 
Caligula deſtroyes him, not at once by a 
ſtroak of fury, but wracks him by degrees, 
that he mipht(as that Tyrant” was wont to 
ſay ) feel he was dying , and this in the moſt 
horrid manner to perish as it were by his 
own hands: Other .indiſpolitions admit 
ſome intervalls, this allowes no reſpit, the 
very ſleep of guiltyrperſons is filled with 
ſpectres, . and frightftul /deas ; witneſs that 
reproachof Mankind.A\ero, who conſeſ- 
ſedeven when he flept the Ghoſt of. his. «o- 
ther failed nat to torment him. Witneſs likewiſe 
our Penitent, who cryes out my ſin is alwayes 
before me. Ah! let us then make his-mis- 

forrune our inſtruction; to live well is the 
-ſecureſtBulwark abainſt frights and rer- 

rours; a ſpotleſs Mind joy alwayes at- 

tends, as Sorrow and Anguish are the 

Mates of . guiltineſs : And though theſe 

at:preſent are the Companions of our Pe- 

_nitent, hehath yer this conſolation, that 
the diſmalshape of his ſin carrycs him on- 
to 
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to repentance, not to obduratenefs, nor 
deſpair, and his hope 1s, that after they 
have agitated and raiſed the ſtorms of {ad 
 remembrances within» him, a gracious 
calm of pardon will follow, as well to 
ſettle peace and ſecurity in his Soul, as 
to banish for ever from his fight the hi- 
deous ſpeRacle of his fins; whichis now 
the ſad ſubjetof his complaint, and bit- 
ter remorſe; my fin is alwayes before me. 


The Application. 


St. eAuſlinſets down:the method his dear 
Creatour held to reduce himto his duty : 
Retorquebat me ad meipſum ut viderem quam ulceroſugs 
efſem; He threw me upon my ſelf, that I might in 
my ſelf, as in a Glaſs behold how I'was ulcerated and | 
fullnof Sores: For, this ſpeaacle gaveo | 
him at once a full view, both of his own | 
miſery and God's mercy., and both ſtrike a | 
terrour into him ; ih the one, he reads the_> 
characters of his banisment, and forfcirure 
of his heavenly right,fince nothing defiled 
can enter heaven, in the other, a Shole of 
God's mercies appear before him, which 
meeting with his mgratitude make a ſtrange 
Combar within him, and ſtrike a terrour not 

ro 
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tobe expreſſed, expectingevery moment 
a juſt vengeance to fall upon his guilty head; 
this is the effet of ſin, theſe are the Imps of 
that hideous Monſter which ſurround a 
poor ſinner, and keephimſtillawakewith 
continual Alarms. Whence, I wonder 
notif Solomonproclaims non eff pax umpiis, that 
there is no peace for the wicked, becauſe the ugly 
face of {inis alwayes in their Eyes, all the 
rigours of Diſciplines, Hawr-claths , faſtings 
and other ayſterities of atrue Chriſtian Diſ= 
{ciple, are bur t9ye; if compared to the tor= 
tures of a wounded conſcience; but to one 
grimace, or wory look of ſin, the hiſfings 
of a Snake, ſtingingofan Adder, and croak- 
ingof aToad, offend not the ſenſes like 
to the dire aſpect and frightful voice of 
fin: Ir was fin made Hell, Devils, and 
all that is terrible in nature; whereforeler 
us beg tobe freed from this dreadful Ob- 
ject, and thatwe may never make it they 
ſubjet of our misfortune, as to have the 
reproach of mortal {ins before us. 

eAmen. 


CHAP. 
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CN IX: 


T ibi ſoli peccavi & malum coramte fect, 
T have fnned only aoainſs thee, and done evil.” 


T- would amaze one at the firſt glance” 
toſce this cauſe of the petition inſerted, 
thathe who had highly injured Uriah, ſcan- 
dalized, and-drawn by his {in the heavy 
hand of God upon his/people, shoulddil- 
claim of wrong done to his neighbour, 
and afſert with confidence that he had-of- 
tendedagainſt God alone. Nathan's Covert 
infifiuation' of the poor Man's whole atid 
lttle:ſtock 'wreſted from him by a merci- 
leſs depredation, ſpeaks the prevarieati- 
onvofa preceptin the ſecond Table, which 
concerns our. neighbour; the curſes of 
Senig ſtiling tim a Man of blood import” | 
a Charge of injuries done to Man: again, 
he knew the petitionedis a ſearcher of hearts , 
ro'whom nothing can lye hid, ſo as to ex- 
renuate his tranſgreſlions in the lealt tittle, 
were abſurd : Beſides St. Thomas, layes God, 
Jhowers. down h1s bleſſings upon Princes for the Sub+ 
Jets ſake, 10 that if they abule theſe gitts, 
they 
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they are ungrateful ro God the Authot 
of them, and injurious to the people; 
for whoſe good they are to he managed 
and dire&ted. Allchis pur together ſeems 
tro refle& on the ſincerity of our Penirent's 
proceedings, and that he would dilguite, 
if not wholly ſuppreſs a main parrt of his 
offences, yet lerusexamine ere we'cen- 
ſure, and I belicve his confeſſion will not 
be found to want the due circumſtances 
of a true repentance. / have ſnned (ſayes 
he ) againſt God alone. He canſiders firſt her 
is a criminal, next he beholds nb power on 
' Earth, which hath right to take cogni- 
zancc of his treſpaſs, and to carry on a 
compleat proceſs againſt him; the Holy 
Ghoſt had raught him, the anointed of God 
are ſacred things not to be violated by any 
hand, wherefore ſince no humane Law could 
reach him, for that power is not ſupream 
which 1s linked to any dependency: To 
whom can he acknowledge himſelf an of- 
jendogr, but to him who is King of Kings, and 
trom whom all Dominion both. in Heaven... 
and Earth is derived? Healone is his Fudge, 
he alone can punish or ſave, and ro his 
{ole will he ſubmits himſelf, and the cor- 
rection of bis miſdeeds. 

— This 
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This ſpecificationof his Royal dighity 
which exemprs himfrom all Earthly: Furif+ 
dition, renders him not 'more-jnnocent, but” 

rather is a'circumſtance of aggravation; 

tortheperfe&ion of the perſonoffending, 
isa note of higher ingratitude proportio- 
nably tothe excellency of his nature; and 
therefore Divines conclude the ſin of Lu- 
cifer to be the moſt Enormous'that ever. 
was committed: #ir/t becauſeiof the .cx- 
| cellency of his nature; next in'that he di- 
rectly {trookat theſource of his perfecti- 
ons, for which he oughr to: have beens 
more gratctulthan other Creatures, hav- 
ing taſted more liberally thanany otherof 
his divine Favours. Laſil from the caufa- 
lity-or-conſequence of his {in,: which gave 
ar1ſe, and was the foundation of all the- 
cvil that hath happened in the World, 
and in Heaven before it was created, overs 
whelming both. Angels, and Men. by thts 
rcemprations; asin Tobit Chap: 4. Fromithe 
Pride of the Devil all ruirie and PR T, derived, 
and tookits beginning. ; 

Itwelook: upon the denity of our Peni- 
rent; weshaltfind noneabove himupon- | 
Earth, if on the favonrsshowreduporbim | 
from Heaven, he appears. the Qbjett of 
| God's 
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Gods, choicelt libetalities;':if on-the: diſa= 
Arous © ſequel of ys fut 3 what divifions in\his. 
Kingdom. ,. What ſtreams of Blood have 
iſſugdfrom1t; of Hencel wonder not if 'St> 
eA uſtin: {aye8,.:#t-is hard for Princes.to commit A 
ſmall, offence ;; For the. eminency, of their 
| place obliges.themto-fo much integrity, 
S that theleaſt blemish in them; grows Uu up 10-' 
* toamonitrous deformity; they: are as: it” 
were the Prinum <Iobile, upon. which all 
the other Orbs depend. in their motion; 
Nay-{ afidorus layes: it were more! credible) that. 
Nature could erre,,; than for d Prince to frame a ; Com- 
monwealth d; feren: from the conſtitution: of hit 00003: 
life: For he'is.notonelyaglaſswhereinthe 
people contemplate the Idea or platform! 
of what they-ought-te do, byt:a glaſsen= 
flaming, and; iduing forth incentives ro 
HNIitation : Have wenot ſeen a Rome war- 
lick under Romulus, religious under uma; 
continent under Fabritins; diffolute:under 
Luculius and: eAnthony;; Idolatrous under 
Fulian,' and drenchedindrrianimunder Has 
ens, toshew thepeople arcalwayes mould-: 
ed.into the.remper of their Prince; nay 
think it a crime not-to follow: his exarh» 
ple, andbclicye everyladingaQtion-in 
him, may authorizeiand!make good /any. 
| wick- 
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wickednefſsinthem. Ir was for this cauſe 
the Poets feigned their gods to have been 
vicious, that from thence they might- 
claim atitle, and right todo the like; and 
Terentius excufes a young man taken in 
adultery , becauſe he had feen the pour- 
traiture of Fupiter reprefcnting fuch apo- 
{ture of obſcenity. 

The prophet Hoſeah in his Fifth Chapter F 
threatens judgement and ruin to Kings , | 
who have become a Snare inſtead of a Sanftu- 
ary to their ſubjects; and St. Auftinſtiles bad 
Kings the worſtof homicides, in deſtroy- 
ing the Souls of their Subjects. 

Our ſad Penitent was not a ſtranger to 
his own condition, he knew well his duty 
to God, and how many obligations of 
vertue were annexed to a Crown; he | 
therefore-now alledges his regal power, not 
todiminish, butratherto ervea full view 
of his tranſgreſlion; by this he confeſſes, 
that he hath broke his Faith with multi- 
trades of Men, deceiving the publick o-. 
pinion they had of his vertue, upon which 
preſumption, their Lives, Fortunes, and 
what moſt dear to them, were shrowded 
under his guidance, and protection: By 
rhis he declares the Throne is to edify, not 

deſtroy 
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defray.rhe lookers on; fora King mediates 
twixt God and Man: N ow that a /arunn 
might not;happen, bur ahappy concarte+ 
nation preſerved, it 15 as neceſſary aKmn 
ſhould wy God, as be would have the Peoph 
conſtantly faithful ro bim3) a Chriſtian Princes 
ought ro make God, not Policy the'ulti- 
mate Obje&t of his ſway; ſo that he muſt 
” firſt conſecrate himielf, next his King» 
| dom, tothe ſerviccofhis Creatour: And. 
* if he do itnot, he ſeems to overwhelm_- 
and: confound both divine, and humane 
Laws. By this he ackowledges his own 
miſery, as St. eAſuſtin ſayes, Kings arenot 
to be eſteemed happy from their conqueſts 
and ſucceſs of Arms, burt-by uſing their. 
power in the advancement of God's ho- 
nourand ſervice; -if they love, fear, and 
reverence him, if they make their own 
greatneſs ſtoop andlye proftrate before his 
Divinc Majeſty ; laftly, if they more value 
the ſweet reign of vertuc within them, 
than all the dazling glorics of their Earth= 
ly + ingdoms, . this only makes them 
happy- fl 
_ Miſtakenot then our Penitent, he boafts 
not in theſe words ( / have fined againſt thee 
«lone ) his exemption from any terrenc Ju- 
FT dicature 
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dicature , but rather: would-publish'by 
his greatnefs, 'the'enormity of his crimes, | 
how-everyrglictering #/þ of his Crown, 
mgkes anew faw'in his unhappy treſpals. 
Heremembred-in Leviticus it was decreed, 
the ſame proportion of:Sacrifices for the; 
Prieſt, as:tot the Univerſalipeople; and 
whar ſatisfactions mught then juſtly be re< 
quired ofhimzinto whoſe hajids areentry- 
 Redhe:guidance of that choſen Narioj; 
and 10 fail in fo: important an"affair, muſt 
necdsinvolyc a greater blame; For where 
thePrerogatiuers more ſublime,” there the-> 
vofeamage carryes with'it more of 'deformi- 
ty3'asSt Hierom cryes: Let us rejoyce whilſt we 
aſcenl; but likewife beware a fall, becatſe there 15 not 
fa: much contentment in the purchaſe' of ' honour ' and 
greatneſs, as there is «grief 'and confuſton to be torn 
fromthe proſſeſion of them; ' Beſides -fuchshall 
notonly render an account of their owns 
defaults, buralſo bereſponſiblefor the'de> 
viations of :all thoſe” ro whom they: owe 
the duty ofdireQtion and-goodiexample:*** 
Oye preatones, whoſe Birth: of Fortune> 
have made eminent in the World, take 
| heed you be not the SubjeAtof Fereny's 
complaint; -who having ſurveyed'thes 
Lalleys, found therein a meer vamity; from 
1163 x thence 
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thence; paſſing ro the: Heavens , he - ther 
-met with profound daykmſs; returning bagk 
4ponithe Moninami he beheldichem\ il 
41 \dijorder. -Ifryou he Sovereign -Prizbes 
'meamrby the Heavens; cxamine whatr 
+Fplfadony bath iflued: from your trons, thy 
whicky your Subjects might; Beer they 
Conn of cheir tbrver,oand be gutded ( free 
fromiShipwrack') r&:che Havenof eternal 
refs ; ForiF -they-loſe.themſelves on the 
Sands:bf misbelief; 'or-dashed upon: the:Rec 
of Kanity, untawtul pleatures, andche like; 
for want of aur dinedting beams; their 
tiincywill be laid to;rydur:. charge; {and 
were itpermitted you tahear the:fad;com- 
plaints, and dire inveRtivesthoſe)perish- 
cd Souls do vomit forth againſtrtheir LLea-' 
ders; Whorhave deceived, and tilled them 
or into miſery; it would certdinly haye, 
influence upom-you, .and oblige you to a 
greater circumfpectionin yourwayes and 
manner of lite; 7 9 0t 24013% 

_ Ibyou own Nobility. and Honour, which 
theeNdountains perſonate, remember youarec 
the-Objetof many inferioureyes, you are 
looked upon: with reſpeft, and 'indeed; as 
the Glafs which should convey unto'thetn - 
thetruerepreſentation of their Prince:, For he 
If being 
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being but one, and conſequently not fo 
communicable, it"1s' your parts who-arg 
:diſperſcd' through Kingdoms, ro:ſupp 
-what he cannot do, to shew by your']qu 
ſtice, Piery, Devotion, Charity:,: amd 
other Chriſtian vercues, thatthe practice 
of them can onely maintain your greatneſ#, 
andis the Foundation of all your hopes in 
another life , which Prinaples lively ſet. 
Forth in your ions, cannot bur fix your 
-dependants ina ſtrange paflion towards'good- 
neſs, and ground them in a:Belief , that it 
ought to bethe ultimate ſcope of al-their 
endeayours,and enterprizes in thisworld. 
-1:Norare thoſe of the meaner rank (.hint- 
ed: at by-the Valleys) exerhpt from all 
obligation-in this kind: Therets nota Ma- 
fler of a family , but is as it: were a Sovereign 
'to'thoſe who depend on him: He ought 
to be the firſt at every pious duty; to fee 
his Ze flock fed with all neceſlary inſtry- 
ctions in order to what Chriſtianity obli- 
ges them to know, and þelieve, to. carry - 
a watchful Eye over them, that hemayknow | 
their faults to corre&t, their-vertes to re | 
ward, and encourage; if they fail in this, 
they may ſay with David, I have finned apainfl 
thee along: Though there be none res 
EFF LNCLE 
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' their roof.can be a competent Fudge, yet, this 
willnot rendet hem jypocent; [andrhis.gur. 
holy. Penitent confelles,. who in this cxpre=, 
idn acknowledges the excelency and m ul-, 


titude of 'God's favonrs in being a King; 
and conſequently the higheſt ingratitude on 
his—-part towards the Authorof.them:- 
: The Application. TT 
By this clauſe weare further raught that 
| iFatany time we fail ini our duty, the princi=- 
| pal motive of that reſſentment muſtbe in that 
it is diſpleaſroto od, whoſe onely frown we 
apprehend: For when we treſpaſs againſt 
_ our Neighbour,the evil is in reference to God 
| who forbids ir; whence every {inner may 
juſtly ſay / have fenned againſt theealone : So that 
we oughtnot to regard.Qur temporal,but cter+ 
nal Penalties dite to {tn ; for that concerns 
our Soul, which alone is the ſource of all 
ourttanſgreſſions: Wherefore our chiefſo- 
licittide' ought to be for its preſeryation: 
Wherecin we ate to imitate St. Mary Magda- 
ln,” who ptefſed in her ſpiritual neces, 
had a perſonal recourſe toherdear Saviour, 
but when.concerned intheloſs ofher Bro- 
thets lifes he contented her ſelf trodiſpatch 
away a letter by a ſervant, ,inſinuating by 
this thediſtintionshemadebetweenaſoul 
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low her Example, chit! 4 c Ling the Seu 
inereſtas the main concern: Since intelati- 
on only to that weareto pronounce, ubiſo- 
li PRs [ pave / nned agdinſ thee alone. 


Cnar. 


Vi "jufti ſcien in $ ermonibus tix, & Vincas cunt 
| Judicariy;” 


 Thatthou mazeſ be juſtified in Ry onde and over 
_, come oo thou art Jidged, 


Ov: holy FO Pe tells- -us in this clauſe why 
he brought his puiltineſ ras King upon 
the $ tage, becauſe by it the petitioned will 


be juſtified in his words, which are theſe, 
that he will never rejef atruly repentitig heart, and he 
thinks they were never put more homes 
to the Teſt than in his Perſon, for who can 
deſpair after his admiſſion- into fayour , 
who had broken all the chains, andryesof 
duty, whercin a Creature is linked; and | 
obliged by a moſt ovingand liberal Crea- 
tour. Beſides the pardon ofhis ir i pron 


will ſerve as a fence againſt the raſh judpe- 
ments 
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mat theimpious, who arcapt.to lay./c- 
»&9 20 God's charge. upon; the reprobationt 
of adinner;>this makes our, penitent to. add), 
thatthou mayeſt overcome when thou art judoed'; that 
ſtopand blenceany blatphemaiis:Fongue. 
: obbetievealfo he reftectedon:thepromiſe 
tmrde by God, :that out of bis line ſhowld ijjue forth 
thehope-of Ifrdel,the Redeemer of mankind; angdleſt 
his? fin *mightir-divect the freans.of God's 
metcy,/ and fruſtrate this-fuccreding flemas of 
thit etoriouso#-ſpring; hemiods himficſt 
ofthis promiſe to receiwe with:open.arms 
the moſt enormous, if repenting Soul; nextt, his 
Edlrationohid: ,: he: would: infinuprre , 
tiadebvy 1na&of mercy; he:was again planted 
ir-the Regiorof grace, hisbqc; now drQ2 
thae:the pomiſer made By Heoayen 40, him 
and his poſterity might, ftand:pood ; that 
theit accomphſhnent would be a'confrmation ita 
him'of a plenary mdulgence; anda: pledge that 
his plahnenshould not reach to fa heavy 
a Confiſtation, ' i orderto: his: remporal ſatisja> 
hon ot He 4 yo” # 


' But you muſt know when he fayes, that 
thol ayeſt be: jaftified, 86. This: particle. 
E991 )-imporrs/nor/ the :cfficient cauſe! of 
theiprecedent yerſe;z towit;: hi had formed a> 

- + ,213073, gainit 
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oainſt God alone, to the end God may be. ju- 
fifyed 3 asif the motive of God's juſtifica- 
tion gave riſe tohis fin: No;:no; it nieans 
only this, 'thatthe eminency of. his conditi- 
on rendered him guilty of the bigbeſtiingra- 
titude, and ſince the:toment of God's mercy 
had born thisclear away, the: publication of 
this pardon mult needs exalt the divine» 
goodneſs, andteſtifyro the World there 
' 15 NO #niquityfo monttrous, which may not 
(if wewill) be overcome by hisimercy; whence 
heis juſtified:in his words, -never to bea 
ftrariger to thoſe who-return with Repentance 
unto him: . Bel mmarrcis No 

: How many timeshath God been. irri- 
rated by Man's imgratitude, nay: fo touched. 
to the quick as todeclarc he-repented to have 
made him ; that is if God were-capable: of 
defect 'or change, this exorbitancyin mans 
might well deſerve ſuch a repentance : have 
wenot ſeena Pharachprodigioufly unmo« 
ved,inſenfible asa ſtatue at theſighir ofmi+ 
| racles, which confounded all his inchan-- 
ters, and falſe Gods; yet had not this. w1- 
believing Prince hardned his own heart, God 
had reſerved one greater wonder to. work 
in h1s behalf, - that is upon his{ubmiſſion-» þ 
to receive him unto mercy .::;whatcanbe 


thought 
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thoughtof more indulgent than has ajtta- 
rowcart and .candutt of his, people ;throughhe 
defart. :-and, yet cveniwhon he, was, pre- 
icribinga Law, and: Rye fag xhe obler+ 
vange. of cheir-Duties; they; SAIMNE , {e 
and plunge! themſelyes in TREE 
of the; higheſt, nature] However. Ry 
nozihere forgerhisponiſ,. butarche. pray- 
Ex Mie £1Zofes. reafſumes cthem-into. his $q- 
vergign Protection ;- the fame Night” 
which was bleſt with the inſtitution. of 
the ſacred Symaxis or Euchariſt, was alſo con- 
ſci9ys; of .the: horrid Treaſon, of Fugas,, 
andyet this:Monſtes of ingratitude JC> 
carding-to alli Divines might; have Shel- 

tred, humdelt from God's wrath by 2 tg 

Repentancgs HEat5. -*. 4 Wd V 

: Thus all along ve God juſtifycd..i in 
his 'Clemency rowatds ſinners, ſo. that 
victory .muſt.needs'remain to. him when 
queſtioned by blaſphemous Tongues, for 
ctcating thoſe who were to perish : A:Na- 
budgdonozer ſpeaks for him, a Thicf UPON 
the Croſs, aSt. Paul, a Magdalen, and;a 

Million'of others that have redeemed, by 

a few. hours.repentance, . what had been 


contracted..in' many . Fears impicties and 


widkedneſs. 
As Our 


| (94) 

'Our holy Penizent will alſo come.in for 
2 witneſs: Firſt he eryes what return ſhall 7 make 
19 my God for all be hath done tome; . he praiſes, 
bleffes his holy -Dame, and then layes 
open his endrmous crimes';-believing' it 
is bur reaſbrrableto Johim all righe, that 
hath'dealttohim ſomuch oFmercy; and 
thoiigh cvety thought of his fins afflicts 
him, yet he" glories ithat his Creatour's 
goodneſs will appear reſplendent through 
his deformity ; he is. content to be- 
_Eome nothing that He might add the leaſt if 

title ro God's Honour and' 'greatneſs : 
He valuey not his own confuſton, ſo God 
ray. be juſtifyed and this ſweet expe- 
rienced truth tnade good; that the Divine will 
75 that all ſhall be ſaved ; and to-this end, Þ 
proportions” ſufficient means -to all; ſo | 
that none'can'perish but through their 
_ [ropeniiency and- Perfeyerance int 

in. ()1 LEE] (3. vi# 4 < 

- The Chutch would not ſtyle Adam's fin 
abappy fin, if'our Redemption and the me= 
rits of Chriſt's ſacred paſlion' were not ex» | 
renedd toall, even the higheſt offendour. | 
St. Paulſayes, as Death found its entrance bythe 
defaulh of one, ſolife —_— byone, whence 
it is clear , the remedy brought to us by 
Chriſt 
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Chiiſt reached as far as theDyeaſe. St.Fohn 
catitles him. a Sun, which:ealjghtens eve- 
ry one -that comes into- this Worſd:;:; there» is 
none: wrapped up 1n-10- black -a Cloud 
of ſins, who'may dat (if thoywill) rake 
inÞ,the Rayes of. his: Merty,.,' and: by 
their Deliverance. juſtify God:s, Promiſes.cto 
Man. | | V2 9115003 0 - 5nd! 
_ In the producthian!ot every: the: leaſt 
Creature- ( faith, St.» Thomas)ithe poiw- 
cr,; wiſdom, and goodnels of God are 
made. manifeſt; how .,muchk;/more their. 
are they. exalted in:the. Tranfhiitationi ofa 
Soul from.s,the 'Privation aff Juſtice to 
the. Poſſeſgon of a Supernatural 'Gitt- of 
Righteouſneſs ; whence, St, Paul ſayes, 
God doth predeſtinate us. arcording-to;the councel 6 
8 his will, that we may praiſe and diffuſe abroad. his 
8 glory. errihozloiw ed blolkm 10, 
| , Ah rhen, let us give unta/God what 
is his due as ncar as We can; . by deſpair we» 
condemn, our ſelves, in regdring_ our. 
Judge Inexorable and deaf to Mercy : 
By Hope animated with Repentance, we quit 
our ſ{corcs of guiltineſs, and juſtify the 
hand that wipes them off. To our ju- 
ſtification by his grace he doth not on- 
ly-invite us to diſpoſe our ſelves for ir, 
| promiſing 
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promiſing 'to'refresh ſuch as are oppreſs 
{ed; &c. Bur declares, he is at the door 
of ourhearts, knocks;' ſolivits, and'ex- 
pects bur our'conſent to enter in,” at laſt 
defies the World to-objetrheleaſt failing 
on his ſide, having done to his V ineyard 
what'ever could berequired to make 1t” 
thrive; To conclude, God will be ftill jufti- 
fed,. that ſinner who doth finally perish 
isthe Author of his ruine by his own 1m< 
penitency, rejecting graces abundantly 
{ſufficient offered ro him: So that in the- 
height of \ his miſery when it is' too late, 
he will be forced to acknowledge; cry- 
ing, 0 Lord,'uhou art juſt, and thy judgements e- 
quitable: T hat finner again who hath imita- 
ted our Penitent, inhaving had timely re-. 
courſe tothe throne of merey, will not” 
blush to unfold his wickedneſs, {ince he 
now/breaths anew life of grace, which 
obliges him to proclaim, How juft God 
is in his promiſes, and ploriow in hisMer- 
CICS. + That'thou mayeſt be juſtifyed in thymords, 
and overcome when thou art judged. 0 
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The eApplication. 


In this clauſe, we read the clear view 
- our Holy Penttent had of the unqueſti-< 
onable proceedings of God with Man; 
for beholding in his all-diſplaying Eye- 
the imyratitude of Millions of Souls who 
would abuſe his favours, yet did not this 
reftrain his munificence ro them; he firſt gave 
them a Being,added to this Being the exhi- 
bition of his Graces, all ſufficient, nay in- 
a greater proportion than to:many of the 
elect; and tothe acquiſition of theſe be- 
nefits he made his only Son inſtrumental, by 
whoſe blood is conveyed to them a capacity of 
Salvation; Now ifafterwards they come to 
* perish, it is through their own .malicein 
miſuſing his gracionsendearments, and proving 
refractary to his commands, : for ſince he 
had conducted them- indiſcriminarely 
with the predeſtinate by a ſupernatural . 
Providence, with whichallalong he obli< 
gedthem, what wiſdome, prudence, or 
juſtice were it togratify Traytors (obſti- 
nate even unto death in rebellion) with 
his Glory : So thatthe:morive of their re- 
probaticn 15 a foreſight of their final perſeveranc 
)E Bb in 
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in Sin, their guiltineſs gives matter of God's 
hatred, and eternal damnation, thecffec of their 
impenitenty. "T's true it was not in their, 


power to be born, or not be born; but 


to fight generoudly, or be vanquished by 


the Devil this dependson us: Itfecms un-. 


reaſonable that a King opening a Tourna- 
ment, and propoling arewardto the Conque- 
rour, should admit onely thatperſon into 
thek# whom he ferefaw would be viforions: 


So God in Creating an infinity of perſons - 


whereof the greater part would become- 
reprobate-is:not to. be blamed; no more 
than-that Prince whoſers all run at the ring 
thought _ be gained but by one, for 
if webe foyld:itis by ourown Cowardize 
and remiſſneſs: Thas the goodneſs of God 


” 


appears in the Creation of Reprobates,and . 


no: le(s: his j#/{zce in pouring vengeance up- 
on them, -1{o that hewould be quſtified in, 
his words, and- filence-:any blaſphemoens 
Tongue ; nay; though theſeuntortufiate 
wretches miſs of their particular end thar 
is paradiſe to whichthey are created, 'ye£5 
the'generaldetign-of their' Creation; to 


wit the promotion of his Glory; wilt take | 
effect :.. foratter hispatiencehath been ſtrai- 


ned(ifitmay beſo exprefied) inſupporting 
| aps their 
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their inlolencies, hewillgiveluſtre to his 
Saints. Glory by the oppolition of their miſery; 

' juſt asa eoor ſets off agreat beauty.  Where- 

 foreilct us: keep: conſort with our Holy 
Penitent , avowing his;;jult providence,” and 
ſubmitring to all his Decrees,, as moſt equi- 
table and worthy our Adorations, | ' Amen. 
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1 _. Erceenimin intquitations concepts: ſums 0} 5 
For behold 1, am conceivedin intquity;;* . (150: 
27100 21711 .AN1E3S0 1963008 Of 22 

'@ Penitent-here appeals'to the World 
/xyhetherihe hathrnart-rcaforobeing; re- 
inveſted with.the rich! ornament of Grace 

[: to ftand up,” and maintain:Gods: proceed- 
® ings with his Creatures; to>this intent” 
F he knowes no better medium, than the putb= 
| lication -of Man's-:corrupted. Nature , . 
brought ito that imbecility, /as-0f himſelf 
unable trogivelife;:iand birthto one gaed 
thought behold (ſayeshe:)  am:concerved ans 
iniquities, that fromthe. firkt witant off his 
conception, he is{eized enby /;.and chawgh 
} | > tnar 
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that lineal ftainbe cleared by circumciſion in the 
old Law, and now by Baptiſme, yet there 
ſtill remains a propenſity to fin, which grows 
up with us, gaining ſtrength through the 
whole courſe of our Adoleſcence: For many 
years of ourage are ſpent e're we come» 
to diſtinguish berween goodand evil, in all 
which time 'tis clear we follow without 
any ſtop, or heſitation the Diffamens of 
ſenſe; 1ſo that ar the opening of our un- 
derſtanding we diſcover a Law Anathema- 
thematizing our former practices, the which 
by many reiterared,. and continued Acts 
are ſo wrought into habit;.that to break 
them, we-mult C as it were ). mould our, 
ſelves into another nature. This conſi- 
dered, together with the dreggs, andre- 
licks of corruption which original fn leaves 
behind, Iwonder-nor if our Penitent de- 
plore his misfortune, iand hints in hisPe- 
tition this memorandum ; that he was conceived in 
iniquities, IS | 

This Fomes or ſcattered ſeed of original 
fnhatha doubleeftect, onean inclination- 
to evil, the other a drawing back, or declin- 
ing from what is good: This made St. Paul 
confeſs, he found a Law in his Body contradifling 
that of his reaſon; and St. Bernard ſayes, the fit 
| ('tis 
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{'tis true ) may be taken away by Baptiſm, but to 
work a compleat.cure, that we feel no ſpite; noritch: 
ing of the infettion, is in amanner impoſſible ; at leaſt 
i requires along courſe of remedies by a conſlant-exer= 
ciſe and Tryal invertuous aftions : | Forit is an inordi< 
. nate, and habitual concupiſcence in the, fenſnive part, 
ſo radicated, that it becomes ( as it were:) a portion-of 
nature: Whence Seneca affirms, vertues are 
rarely acquired without a «aſter, but we quickly be- 
come expert in vice without the help. of. any T eacher,, 
which shews the pernicious conſequence 
of original jm. 1944.9392 Þars 16 
Our Penitent had-faund the! bitterneſs 
of it by dear experience, and this push- 
ed him on to the reflection of a main cauſe 
of his miſery; becauſehe was conceived in ini- 
quilzes, &- 22MM 2! 11917 D1Z91G 12101 
::Yet our: Penitent Tepines not'at God's 
Fuſtice herein, bur 4ubmits. to this ſmart 
doomj,acknowledging a juft retatation; that 
{ſince the Sauthad been diſobedient to: her 
Creatour, :the-Body -in requital: should 
riſc, up in. rebellioh; againſt:;her., and pu-: 
nish:her bythe ſameEngins &hechad made 
uſe oft. in hepprevaridation;+he doth nor 
ſcani the motives. why: God Should punish 
{q:{cyerely,many millignr:of innocent. Souls, 
fartthe miſcarriage of YN chough 
"20 C he 
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he could ſatisfy himſelf, that ſince original 


Fuſtice had been purchaſed to all eAdam's 


deſcendents by his obedience, it is not” 
unreaſonable to share by his fall in the 
pain due to his tranſgrefſion : Our Pe- 
nitent I ſay wavesall argumentation, looks 
upon the ſcntence pronounced, and exe- 
cuted, and being a Decree from God, it” 
muſt be juſt: His fole hope is, that this 
diſordered, and depraved conſtitution 
in humane nature, will draw a more pow= 
erfulaid, and greater compaſlion towards 
2 finner when he fails, and-ſtill the burders 
of his Song is, becauſe he was conceived in int» 
quities, _. 0200 7! ; 
St. Bemard ſeems unreſolved, and full 
of perplexity, when he conſiders. Man 
inthis tottering condition, 1t makes him 
confeſs, he knowes not by what ſtrange» 
bewitching mcans our will impared' by 
ſinis hampered in akind of neceſhity,- and 


inſucha manner, as neither the nece/ſtybe- 


cauſe voluntary, can plead excuſe for our 
conſent, nor the will being alltured, can- 
{ſcarce breakthrough the nece/aty; for this 
neceſiity iS itn fome ſort voluntary,” itis a kind 


of amarou wolence working by flattery, and 


flattering by force: * Whence the Will having 


ONCC 
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once conſented to ſin, can hardly diſen- 
gage herſelf, nor yet finds reaſon enough 
toexcule what she hath done. 

Upon this ſcore I wonder not to hear. 
theplaining note of Fob. Lord [ſuffer violence, 
it is onely you who impoſe the neceſſity can anſwer for me, 
Andalittle after he cryes, O thou Ruler of 
men, why haſt thou ſet me againſt thee; all which 
Shews the {ad State of man wrought by 0- 
riginalſin, iflefrrohimſelf: for he was con- 
ceived in iniquities.” 

Philothe Jew ſpeaking of 9 gives it a 
Term of infinity, that being onceſeta flame 
can never be extinguiſhed: he calls it an im- 
mortal cuil, by no death, or deſolation to 
bedeſtroyed. Thetruth ofthis Philoſo- 
phy who findsnot in himſelf; that albeit” 
Baptiſm hath cleared the channel; ſo as the 
ſtreams of grace may; run, yet thergare 
Ccrtain cxhalations which iſſued from that 
corruptionalways ready to fall, and em+- 
body with: the currant; ſo that if there 
be not a continual care and fifting, it”. 
w1ll be morally impoſlible to preſerve our 
Souls pure, and unſtained: | 1 

Seneca ſayes, there are certain - vices which are 
obyrous to every :Kiye, and to which we may be led as 
t were by the hand; others there are that lye lurking , 


and 
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and are hardly diſcerned, till faſtned upon us; and 
theſe are the moſt pernicious , becauſe againſt them 
we can have nither open warr, nor a ſecure peace : 
Andthistruly is the genuine State of our 
natures from the corruption wrought in_ 
us by ſin, thar weare not faid to be clear- 
ly ſick, or well ; and this fufnancy ( if right- 
ly conſidered) muſt needs be a torment, be= 
cauſe though we happen not to fall, yet” 
danger ſtill threatens, ſothatif we tender 
our happineſs, we muſt ſtand upon our guard 
at all times, and places, becaule neither 
Heaven, Paradiſe, Religious (loyſter, or remote 
Hermitage is a ſecure fence againſt ſin; and 
a main reaſon to usthe Children ofeAdam 
is, becauſe 7n imquitatibus conceptus ſum, we are 
conceived and bornin iniquities, © 

Whilſt we' are-invironedand beſet with 
ſuch” adverſaries as our*bad indinations,, who 
watch (as I'may ſay but ar-advantage to 
undo 'us,' ſurely we:ought 'to: work out 
our Salvation with'fear: and trembling ; 
St. Bernard was-not"ignorant of Mans in- 
conſtancy when he' gavethis:caution; 0h 
(ſayes he ) did we butktow, how ſmall a portion 
_ of-yertue we' have, and-bow+ſoon it-yaniſhes, upon 
how tickliſh a foundation'it reſts ;  @nlefs the giver by 
4'tontinued flux of Grace" ſecure;It'to-us, we would 

| not 
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not ſo eaſily imbark our ſelves into dangerous occaſzons, 
for to indulge our ſenſes, and to arm our Enemies, 18 
the ſame, but a ſtrange policy. How many who 
have thought themſelves like Cedars ele- 
vated toa high pitchof vertue, by-a pre- 
{ſumption of their own (trength through 
19norance of humane frailry;, and a Su- 
pine negligence, rashly engaging them- 
{ſelves in hazardous Tryals, have been. 
ionomintoufly.blaſted, and reduced to 
thecondition of a contemptzble ſhrub. 

Lucifer enamoured of his own per- 
tections, and aſpiring to a parity. with 
God, became the moſt abje# .of Creatures. 
St. Peter promiſing. wonders of his con+- 
ſtanr” Fidelity, ſufficiently reſtifyed by 
his shameful denyal; what Man 1s 1n- 
his own nature. without the ſupport of 


Grace. 


Our Penitent comesin allofora fad ex- 
ample, and hopes it will ſerve art leaſt for 
a monument to Poſterity, that they may _ 
reflect what Man 1s from the inſtantof his 
conception, and however he may berail- 
cd and cnobled by Gods favours, yet in 
his 103. P/aln, he tells what he muſt truſt 
ro when leftto himſelf. Auferes ſpiritum eorum 
> deficient, C> inpulverem ſuum revertentur , upon 
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the ſubtraction of thy Spirit, O Lord we 
ſink; and reſolve into the duſt from. 
whence we came, all covered, and be- 
ſmeared with the ſtains of fin. 

St. eAuſtinſayes, becauſe Man did not 
what he could and might have done, now 
he hath a defire to that he cannot perform, 
loſing by a will of malicethe power of do- 
ing good. Hence St. Paul become as it 
wcrea captive cryes, the evil / would not now 
7d, truly it is an expreſlion which might 
terrify, werc itnot that alittle he confteſ- 
ſes, there isa power of grace which con- 
tradicts this predominancy of nature, and 
therefore in the Sixth Chapter to the Ro- 
mans, he warns us not to let fnreign inour mor 
tal Bodies; intimating hereby , the ſeeds 
of tumults and ſeditions be ſowed within 
us, yet we have allo arms, and flrength ſut- 
ficient (if we adhere to God) to crush, 
and fruſtrate all their inſolencies: So true 
it 1s that Man cannot be injured but by 
himſelf, to whom alone he owns his ruine 
if heperish. 

Thus the life of Man is become a war- 
fare upon Earth, the Seat of many a con- 
teſt, and ſtrife; the ſenfitivepart haling him 
one way, reafonanother, and this by a juſt 
De- 
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Decree of Heaven, that ſince he would 
not have peace with God, he should haves 
warrbrought to his own doors, and feel it 
within himſelf. Now to come off clear, 
and ſafe amidſt ſo many hurley burleys , 
requires no ſmall dexterity and courage: 
It minds me of Apefilaus anſwer to his friend 
who imporruned him not to remove his 
Camp, though neceſlity urged it ; be- 
cauſe he was ſick, and could not without- 
much pain endure any motion ; whereat 
Aoefilaus all perplexed what to docrys, O 
how hard a thing t it to be wiſe, and yet compaſdio- 
nate. Soour ſenfitrve part made treacherous 
by ſin, ſtill makesirs moan, fawns, ſoli- 
cits with importunity ; andif the Fill ne- 
ver ſo little condeſcend, Man is preſently 
loſt in ſenſual pleaſures. 2 

Our Penitent had felt the ſmart of this 
Shipwrack, how ſoon he was overthrown 
by alittle dalliance; and therefore expo- 
ſes ro the view of his Judge the fource- 
from whence he fprings, and hopes fince 
he knowes his brittle ſubſtance, it may 
plead ſome- inducement unto mercy, at 
leaſt to a mitigation of hispenalty ; upon 
this fcore he proclaims, behold [ am concetved 
mimiquities, 


The 


(108) 
The eApplication. 


In imitation of our holy Penitent we_> 
ought ſerioufly to reflect upon the: fad 
plighr of humane nature wounded by ori- 
ginal ſm; fodepreſied and made fceble, as 
moſt Divines afhrm, we cannot in any vehe- 
ment temptation prove victorious without a 
ſpeciall afiftance from Heaven: For you 
muſt know, though the Wil! have an 
abſolute command over the /en/ttive part, 
yet if the object be preſent and very de- 
lightful or afflictive, tis not in the Will's 
power to ſuppreſs the contentment, or 
anguish derived from thencerto the imagi- 
nation : Wherefore ſpiritual Men give 
theſe Rules, that we remove what we can 
the Objett beloved, or hated from our, 
{ighr, ſenſes, imagination and thoughts; 
next, that we conlider the /ittle of pleaſure, 
and multiplicity of defects which uſually at- 
rend the objects of a ſenſual love.; all 
which shews there isno reliance upon our 
own temper, and after we have practiſed 
all evafrons to decline an engagement; the 
ſucceſs C if put to the Teſt ) muſt be expe- 
cted from thar all powerful hand which 
F never 
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(109) 
never fails to shield the humblein thes 
moſt hazzardous and dangerous attempts. 
It is humility then muſt crown. us with Lau- 
rels Amen. 


——— _———— ——— ——— OI a li Ot Ac tte AE ee tr 
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Et in peccatts concepit me «Later mea, 


And my Mother hath conceived me in Sin. 


Ur Penitent thinks it not enough to diſ- 
play hs own miſery, unleſs he relate alſo 
theconditionof hiseAother at the inſtant 


_ of his conception, and he expreſles it ſo 


as if she yet groaned under the burden of 
orivinal fin, when she conceived of him-; 
and my «ALother ( fayes he) conceived me in fin : 
Thar is, had the ſame ſtains which defiled 
meat the Firſt inſtant of my Being. 

As to this'you muſt know in the old 
Law was inſticuted a remedy againſt original 
{infor Womenas well as Men. For trom 
the Creation of the World to eAbraham's 
time ( when Firſt circumciſion was com- 
manded) which wasabove Two thouſand 


EC years 


(110) 
years, wefind nothing ſet down for they 
cxpiation of this hereditary guilt, yet doubt- 
leſsas that lineal contagion was never interrup- 
ted, no more was there ever wanting a 
means ordained by Heaven to diſengage us 
from it ; ſo that it is probable after the pre- 
cept of circamciſjon, the ſame remedy was 
continued on for women, and 'tis thought 
it conſiſted in ſome- particular Sacrifice , 
though the ſpecifical nature of the Sacrifice, 
Or ceremony be not laid open tous: Hence 
it is beyond diſpute, all were cleanſed 
from this contamination, and therefore 
our Penitent means not by this word ( /n) 
Original ſin, but the penaly, and unhappy 
conſequences of that ſin , which are hunger » 
thirſt, *(ickaeſs, and all other afflictions an- 
nexed toa mortal life; all which took nor 
their riſe but from eAdam's tranſgreſlion: 


He therefore caſts this glance upon his 


M others condition toquiet himſelf, that 


if the plant from whence he ſprings be beſer 
with thoms, he muſt not think to be deck- 
ed withroſes; andif it be decreed she mutt 
breed, and deliver him amidſt the horrid 
throwes of her labour, he muſt not think to 
paſs the reſt of his life without a ſweaty brow, 
and a heart {caſoned with cares. A 

| an 
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(111 ) 

Man no ſooner peeps into the World, 
than he ſpeaks his own miſery, and pro- 
phecies by his weeping notes this future 
condition; being grown up he finds him- 
ſelf engaged in a perpetual conflict be= 
tween hope andfear : Forif he be ſo hap- 
py as to live well, yet it muſt be in the- 
midit of temptations, which oblige him {till 
to have his arms in hand, and dangers 
threatning from all ſides exclude ſecurity, 
or reſt, ſo that in all events, Labour and 
Apprechenſions are his inſeparable mates. 

St. Paul exhorting us to wiſdom, tells 
us the means to purchaſe it, by redeeming our 
time; and gives this reaſon, becauſe the dayes 
are evil; He reflects ſure upon thole deli- 
cious hours we might have ſpent in Para> 
diſe, and which are not to be regained but 
by ations quite oPpoſlite to the cauſe of 
our Exile from thence: Our Firſt Parent va- 
lued more the fatisfation of his ſenſual ap- 
petite, or a complacent bumour towards his 
Wife , than he did all the pure delights ; 
wichout any mixture of griet or repen- 
tance, he might have enjoyed for many 
years : To recover then in ſome fort” 
thoſe years and laſting joyes, we mull 


here denounce war againſt our ſenſes, de- 


nyins 


(112 ) 
nying them the Jeaſt contentment; we muſt 
drag opr Bodtes after us, as a ſlave would do 
his Chain, that by this ſubjettion we may 
preſerve our obedience untouched to our 
Creatour; and let our Soul which natural- 
ly covers Eternity, deliciate her ſelf in, 
ravischments proper to her ſpiritual ſubſtance; 
by this means we may {trike off all the ar- 
rears of Time, which the Apoſtle ſo ſeri- 
ouſly recommends unto us. FM 
Now for the reaſon why he puts us 
upon this task of good Husbandry to repair 
our loſſes; becauſe the dayes are evil: St.eA uſlin 
tells us; there are #0 things { ſayes he) 
which give birth to theſe our unfortunate dayes 
One, the common miſery of Mankind de- 
rived from eAdam's ſin : For caſt your. 
thoughts on the Maſs of things created, 
and you will find none ſo indigent, ſoun- 
ſatisfyed, and reduced to ſuch ſtraights as 
Aan ; other Creaturesare no ſooner brought 
into the World, but nature gives them > 


a capacity of helping themſelves; ear. 


after he is born for many years hath his 
underſtanding ſotyed up, that he reſ{em- 
bles a meer Brute only ſurpaſſed by them in 
an mduſtry to preſerve natural life; other Crea- 
turesfind here thoſeobjeds which quierall 

their 
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| their motions; the elementary Bodies ineet” 


with their Centers which ſettle them in a 
full repoſe ; the natural appetite of Beaſts en: 
counters that which fſatiates and gluts all 
their avidities; plants grow to a certain” 
greatneſs proper to their ſpecies : eMan 
only is the unſatisfyed Being upon Earth, for 
his underſtanding elevates his thoughts above 
the Heavens, and all the powers of na« 
cure; his will frames infinitely more de- 


fires than the World hath perfe&ions, fo that” 


there being found no Object upon Earth 
adequately proportioned to the valt capa- 
city of his Soul, it-is: neceſlary he (till 
languish here in a Stare of diſſatisfaction. 
This caſts him upon ſo many shelves 
of miſery, and makes him reſtlels, hop- 
ing ſtill tro find ſomething to allay his de- 
ſires: Sometimes he fancies riches would 
do it, but finding them ordained ro they 
purchaſe of other things, it cannot be a 
ſovereign good; thence he flyes to honour, 
and obſerving that alſo ro depend upon 
thebreath and will of another; he faſtens 


- on beauty, this likewiſe he perceives to fade, 


and perish by athouſand accidents; this 
invites him tothe acquiſition of knowledge, 
and after many a toilſome hour he finds 

Fr only 
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(114) 
only this proficiency, how little we-are 
capable of, that the leaſt plant of the Earth 
will puzzle and confront! all his acuired 
Notions to render: the true''vertues of it : 
Thus hepaſſes on from the Eſſay of one, 
delight to another, itillasunwearied! -as 
unſatisfyed ; and why all'this *' But be- 
cauſe my «Mether hath conceived me in fm: For 
my M other conceiving meinfin, recety- 
ed by inheritance the doom of Death, and 


. of -miſeries conſequent to:a-mortal' Life, 


and fo cannot butconvey thelike direfyl 
effects ro her poſterity. | : 
 'Tjmonan Orator.of Atheris was wont to 
deliver ſopathetically the miſeries of Man 
in this Lite, thatafter his Oration which 
he held forthin publick, 'it was uſyil*fer 
many of his Kudience to haſten their paſſage 
unto Death by acourſc'of violence, ſome 
by -precipices, others by water, fome by poy- 
ſen, others by a pomyard, or halter [n fine, 
they regarded not much the means,” fo it 
might but have the'efe#; that is, to rid: 
them from the Calamities'toibe ſultain- 
cd'in this lifc.- TIrva word, his Eloquence _5 
wrought-1o many Z#agedies,* that the Senate 
was feigh toimake a recluſe of him; "that 
by - 11 him From." bmhane = 
they 


( 115 ) 
they:mighrprevent the defindtimi ak Math 
kind. 0 
._22£T his perſon was an Infidel Hho cons 
ſidered only-Man: 'S corporal necefiities, 'tOge> 
ther with his Failngs inorder trgmoralertnes, 
and if. from this Ground he:could: draw 
ſuch efficacious perſwaſions, what would 
hehaye done with the addition: of our, 
Penicent's Faith, which teaches that: erer- 
nal felicity, or miſery depend upon our attions 
here; thatwe lye. under the Obligation.» 
of many poſi tive precepts,' iagainitwhoſe 
obſervance are laid: continual 'Ambuſcas 
do's, both from themaliceof Hellplde- 
CEIt 'of the World, -and: our own bad 40s 
clinations; thatin the midſbbf theſes Imi= 
minent dangers' we:ſteer: out Courle to 
an Eternity of Foes, ' of Pain; WharE- 
nergy Iay, would this confideration/add 
to. the draught of our miſery; when we- 
not only ſuffer here, bur{ufter . with :{o 
much hazzard of: incurring? the doom of 
Tormenrs withoutend, 

' Ah blame notthen JON OE * of be 
ſer beforc his Eyes; -and'is willing) alſo 
che -petitioned should glance upon his 
condition in' this ſtate of mortality; his - 
ownrefleQtions will ſerve tokeep himvin 

2 


= 
a wary humility checked with the frailties 
and inconſtancy of his own nature; the 
notice alſo his dear Creatour may take 
of what mould he is made, will ftand Che 
hopes) in good ſtead, for he knowes him 
ſo inclinable ro pardon, thart ( if it may 
be ſaid with reverence) he lyes at catch 
for an opportunity to ſave us, and if the 
leaſt hold be given, he preſently faſtens 
upon it, and haſtens away (like a Souldeer 
laden with a rich booty, of which he fears 
the repriſal ) till he brings us to a place of 
ſecurity , where we $hall have no more> 
reaſon ro fear theirregular motions of cor- 
rupt nature, no more to vent in ſadneſs; 

And my «Mother hath conceived me in [in. { 
Holy Fob that prodigy of humane- 
Conftancy amidftthe ſmarteſt Tryals was 
yet ſoſenſible of Man's miſery in this life, 
as to fall with bitterneſs upon the very day 
wherein he was brought forth, wishing 
itmightperish, andnever be reckoned a= 
mongſt dayes1n the courſe of the Zodiacks; 
Nay he goesſo farr thathe involves in his 
eAnathema'severy circumftance which con- * 
curred to his Conception, or Nativity. 
Expoſitors of Scripture cxcule theſe male- 
dictions in Fob, and free them from {1n up- 
| on 


(117) 
on this ſcore, that he weighing the di(- 
proportion of Man's deſires, unto rhe ob- 
jets he encounters 1n this life, which 
hold him in a continued difquiet; how 
naturally he ſets his heart on riches, ho- 
nour, beauty and other perishable goods, 
with what difhculty they are attained, 
with more preſerved, and with little ſa- 
tisfaction poſſeſſed: Amidſt theſe penfive 
Meditations beholding himſelf in the ex- 
tremity of affliction, his ſenſitive part” 
crushed even to nothing, brakeforth into 
this ſceming rage, as to flyat every thing 
that had ahand in leading him to ſo much 
miſery : It thispattern of vertue mightbe 
allowed ſuch Salleys that ſpeak ſo much 
heat, without any derogation from his 
innocence, upon the meer conſideration 
of that high pitch of diſtreſſes wherein he 
wasplunged. Our®Penitent having been 
made a prey to fin and frailty may doubr= 
leſs with all ſubmiſſiveneſs ( as he doth ) 
expole his Nakedneſs, as caſt into the- 
World without arms, beſet with Enemies 
bent upon his deſtruction both ar home 
and abroad; and in this plight all he can 
ſay for himſelf is ; my Aſotber hath conceived 


me in fin. 
Gg The 


(118) 
The eApplication. 


We are here to deplore with our Pe- 
nitent the'ſad conſequences or penalties of 
original fin : Firſt, itis from thence that” 
Men become Enemies to one another ; 
without this ſin, we had known no T yrants, 
Robbers by Sea or Land, no corruption in Ot- 
ficers, no oppreſaon nor injury from any per- 
ſon: From henceit is, that the Beaſts of 
the Earth, and Fowl of the Air, as if ab- 
ſolved from their Fidelity, are ina man- 
nerno more awcd by the M ajeſty of Man's 
Face. The £lements.,- malignant Planets, 
and other inſenſible Creatures, as if ler 
looſeto our deſtruction, occaſion an infi- 
nity of diſaſters unto us: Iris from hence 
we are ſtupid in our own concerns, that 
being in a condition even beyond imagi- 
nation dangerous, we yetſport, and yain- 
ly purſue our pleaſures, as if all things 
were according to our wish. Itis from_ 
hence we arcfilled with ſelf-love, puſilla- 
nimous in ſtruggling with vice, inordi- 
nate in our purſuit of fading objects, ne- 
ver ſatisfyed with our ſtate; and alwayes 


{ceking a change ; Our ſences diſtract us 


from 
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(119) 
From the meditation of heavenly things, 
our fancy taken up withilluſions, diſturb 
our ſleep; and aftera thouſand other dil: 
commodities, and infirmities which usher 
Death, at lait it comes-to reſolve us into 
corruption, worms, duſt, and as it were to n= 
thin? ; and all this, becauſe my<Aother bath 
conceived me in ſm: Ah let us therefore ſub= 
mit our ſelves under the powerful hand 
of God, whoalone is able to conclude_ 


all our miſery in Beatirude; eAmen, 


C H A 'P, XIII. 


Ecce enim veritatem dilexiſti, 


For behold thou baſt loved Truth. 


O®-” Penitent having diſſected the Anas 
romy of Man, and left no Cranny, 
whereinto miſery might creep , undiſ- 
plaid: Now ſeems to Apologize for his 
diſcovery, and pleads for excuſe God's love 


2imh: Andin this point he believes he 


hath diſcharged his duty; nor doth it a 
lictle fatisfie him to have done it, fince it 
= 


KG ado 


(120) 
is the only thing he can now pertorm to 
repair the failing in his duty. 7 
Firſt he hath made an ingenuous con- 
feſfion, ripping up every thought that” 
could any wayes intrench upon God's ho< 


ly Law, and having thus emptied his un+ 


happy ſtore, without the concealment of 
the leaſt corrupted grain, hear what he, 
expects in return of this his faithful ar- 
rative, or rather what a Seque/depends upon 


'1t. Deixi confitebar injuſttiam meam Domino, & 


ty remifiſti impietatem peccati mei; no ſooner , 
ſayes he, had I pronounced that I would 
lay open my iniquities, but I found my 
Shackles unlooſned, and the impiecty of 
my ſin wholly raſed out; whence we may 
ſee how the meer intention of doing well ne- 
ver falls to the ground wnrevarded: Which 
imports, God preſumes wewill not trifle 
with him, and therefore at the /eaft over- 
tyre'of rendring a juſt account of our miſ- 
deeds, he makes us no more impious; that 
is, takes away all the obſtacles to Remiſſion, . 
as impenitency , obauration, habitual impreſlions of 
evil, and thelike ; So thatif we keeptouch 
in-our promiſe, he will be faithful in com- 
pleating his a& of'grace; becaule dilexi/tt 
veritatem, thou haſt loved truth, 

Hugo 
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(121) 
Hugo Cardinal preſcribes unto us verity 
underthree conſiderations; that is, a ve- 
rity of life, a verity of Dottrine, anda yerity 
of Fuſtice. 

Verity of life conſiſts ina conformity with 
thoſe Laws which God and Nature have 
ſer down for the Rule of ouractions; this 
our bleſſed Saviour ſufficiently afler ts, 
when he gives the lye to him who pretends | 
to love God, and yet not obſerves his com- 
mands. 

St. Thomas layes, there isia low eternal re- 
{iding in rhe Divine intellect, by which 
the World is governed, and that: humane 
lawes are more or leſs juſt, as they partici- 
pate of this eternal. rule : Hence our' life if 
not {quared out by this directive original, 
muſt needs wander, fall into errour, nor 
can be called a life of verity; nay I know 
not whether we may-call it a hfe, -fince> 
Lafantius affirms; that whoſoever, ſtrayes 
our of this line, flyes from himſelt,. ek 
{piſcs humane nature, and conſequently 
will ſuFer the rorture of an erroneous cone 
ſcrence ( which is not ſmall) chough other 
pumshments eſcape him. +: 

573Phe Firſt Principle. then, of .a fe of 
Tru, is to ſteer our Courle in order to, this 
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(122). 7 
univerſal guiding ſpirit imprintedin usby 
the light of nature; next, we are tolook 
upon poſitive Lawes, dictated by they 
Holy Ghoſt, and the adorable example 
of our Lord Jeſus whoſe life and ations 
were all directed to our inſtruction : So 
chatany ſirufure erected upon thisfoundation, 
cannot prove Sandy, nor fail the builders 
expectation. 

We find in holy Scripture frequently 
eternal felicity promiſed as a reward to good 
works; this the penny agreed on with thoſe 
who wrought in the Vineyard inſinuates, 
noleſs doth the (rapa prepared for thoſe, 
who faithfully combar in this life; the 
7 riumph alſo of Reſurrettion ſpeaks as much , 
aſſured to the real, not ideal ſupporters of 
Chriſt's Croſs: Noristhename of Chri- 
ſtian given us as bare lookers on, but be- 
cauſe: actually made a ſpectacle to God ; 
Angets, and Men. By acts therefore of 
T emperance, Patience, Humility, Reſygnation, and 
otherChriftian vertues, we shake off (as . 
it were Jourold Natures, and become a new 
produttion created in Juſtice and Truth, and 
{o become the object of God's Love; 
becauſe Peritatem dilexiſti, be hath ever loved 
If 
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(123). 
If we look upon the unwearied la- 
bours of Men in purſuitof what may ren- 
der them happy in this life, we $shall find 
Truth co be the main ſcope of their aims. 
Firſt, it is a priviledge of Man's Na- 
ture, there being no Creaturein the World 
bur «Man capable of tub; fo that whilſt 
we toll inthe inquilition, we comply with 
an appetite, or deſire engrafted in us, 
which eggs us on towards the thing that” 


can only make us happy : For Beatitude is 


defined ajoyinthe poſſeſſion of truth unveiled, and 


clearly diſcovered to us. ; 
Secondly, the delight we derive from the 
knowledgeof Truchs far ſurpaſſes any o- 
thec /atisfation we can have in'this World, 
becauſe depending meerly upon the intel- 
left, itis depurated from rthedteggs of ſenſe, 
and ſo more intimately: affects;: and tran- 
{ports the Soul: When by ſtudy we have 
attained to a Demonſtration , *how quiet 1s 
the underſtanding, freed from: all miſts of 
doubts, and uncertainty, and ſecurely 
reſts in the acquiſition of the faid truth. 
Thirdly, 1f F covet a Friend,” T propoſes 


 inthisdeſign an objeZ of truth, and fidelity ; 


and if I find a breaſt ſealed with this ſacred 
ſtamp, how pleaſing a Santtuary is it, where 
- 10 
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in alldiſtreſlesIfily asto an Oracle, unfold-_ 
ing the ſecrets of my heart, reſolving in that 
conliſtory between us two what to act, 
and how to ſteer the courſe of my affairs: 
If the ye of marriage, leagues between Narti- 
ons, and Friendſhips are held ſacred from, 
the obligation they impoſe upon us of /1- 
cerity, and truh, how much ought werity it 
{elf tobe valued, which gives fe, and in- 
fluence to this Union, fince common rea- 
ſon teaches the flreamis nor tobe regarded 
with cqual eſteem to the Sowrcefrom whence 
itflowes. 
Lafth, what is the final End of all Arts 
and Sciences, whether they ranſack the 
bowels of the Earth, or ſurvey the immenſe 
bodies of the Heavens, whether they exa- 
mine things paſt or preſent, but truth : it (ets all 
Men on work, and canalone render them 
ſatisfied, ſo that it may well be defined, the 
ſource of motion andreſt. 
- > Qur Penitent having thus run o'rethe vaſt 
extent of truth,and obſeryed how it animates . 
the actions of Men, takes occaſion from 
thence to adore God's holy Providence; that 
{ince'he hath obliged -us to a precept of con-- 
teſling, and acknowledging our failings' 
with all integrity, and fixed it as the'ſole- 


means 


(125) 
means to expiate our faults, hehath advanta= 
ged us with ſo powerful an inclination un- 
to iuth:; For if we be born fo impetuouſly 
rowards the acquiftion, the exhibition of it muſt 
needs flow as it were naturally from us; and 
it 15 this motive which invites him to ſo fre- 
quent a repetition of his offences, leſt he 
Should diſguiſe any the leſt tittle, for he 
knows as an exatt particular of our Sins , ac- 
companied with a pexfect forrow, 1s very 
acceptable unto God, fo it is benefcialunto Man; 
the return of ſuch an account being alwaies 
an evenning ofall ſcores, an abolition of paſt 
Errours, and acompleatact of grace. Up- 
on this confideration-he 1s not affrighted, 
that his Sinshall be evidenced like the $un rayes 
to the World, andof this harſh ſentence to Na= 
ture , he himſelf will be the Executzoner, he 
he will promulgate his enormities, and e- 
very exhalartion of infamy. that shall ariſe 
from thence upon him, he will receive as a 
blaſt of Zephir, becauſe he ſpeaks a truth ani» 


mated with Repentance, a irath which ſpeaks* 


what he hath been, and what. now he zs, ro 
witt, animpof perdition, and now 1s become a 
ſubje# of mercy, becaule it is aT'ruth God will 
ever ownin atruly repenting heart : forve- 
ritatem dilexiſli, it is eſſential.to one who hath 
an Eternal love of Truth. E 
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But it is not enough to trace the ſteps of 
of our Lord Jeſusas faras he is imitable by 
Man, unleſs we lay the Fondation of a life of 
yerity, which is done by imbracing with a 
firm belict the Dofrine and Faith he taught and 
delivered to us, for it is certain there i but one 
God and one truth. 

Firſt, we cannot deny this unchangeable 
quality of Faith to ſpring from God the Pri- 
mary Truth , ſince we owe him the Au- 
thor of Civil and natural Lawes, both 
. whichare united, and reccive cflicacy from 
the bond of Religion, for all things are cre- 
 atedto the ſervice of eMan, and he to God's 
ſervice; ſo thatby anattof Religious wor-. 
Ship, the homage of all other Creatures are» 
involved inthatof eAZan, andconfſecquent- 
ly Religion ſeems of created things the final 
End, andultimate diſpoſition unto God. 

Now the means toatraintothis Truth can+- 
notbe'by theſtrength of naturalreaſon, forthe 
marrcer of credibility is aboye Nature, and 
Man by conſenting to an a#of Faith is raiſed 
abovehmſelf, therefore'itmuſtbe God moy= 
ing us by his Grace which drawes the moti- 
ons of onr Fill to ſubmit to his revealed 
Truths. NO Ow 
' The Cenwin proclaims be believes, yet” 

withal adds, help O Lord my increduljity, which 
Mi  $hews 
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Shews though he had done all that lay in his 
power,yet ſomething was wanting. 

It remains then we render our ſelves fit 
ſubjets forthe reception of ſonoble a Gueſt, 
{ſo rich a Donattve as that of Faith, the way to 
this preparation 1s, firit, to practiſe a life 
of Truth that is moral vertues; next, to lay a= 
{ide all prejudice, that your underſtanding 
may work with out biaſs, orreſtraint : third= 
ly, rocxamine the opinions of thoſe whom 
the World hath unanimouſly reverenced 
for their knowledge, ſanctity, and wiſdom: 
fourthly, tro receive the Decrees of the Church 
asthings ſacred, ſince she 1s ftyled in Holy 
Scripture, apillar of truth, a fpoule all imma= 
culate, without any ſtain oferrour ;- remem- 
brihg alſo from whatauthority her infallible. 
placics flow, witneſs the Apoſtles in their 
firlt Synod at Feruſalem, who began with this 
Form to pudblish their reſolves; [t»judgedex= 
pedient by the Holy Ghoſt and by us : Where you ſee 
that Divine Spirit ſtill ſwayes and gives life 
to all Articles of Faith; and indecd it was - 
the clo/ims. farewell of our bleſſed Maſter Chrilt 
Jeſus, who promiſed to diſpatchuntothem 
his Diſciples a Spiritof Truth, torefide with and 
animate his Church to:the Worlds end. 

A verity of Juſtice is comprehended in that 
of integrity of life; it being thevery Nerves, and 


Sin=s | 
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Sinews of humane Sociery, without which 
we should be like wild Beaſts in deſarts, no 
leapues twixt Nations, no amities contradted 
amongſt Men, no raffick or commerce; 1o that 
in this ſole lovely quality is ſeated the very life 


and Soul of humane converliation : For behold 
thou haſt loved truth. 


The eApplication. 


_ Weare further taughtin this dauſe, that” 
God hath a true Being; that is, all qualities ſuit- 
able to a Divine N\ ature, asto be S itual, Tnde- 
pendent, Immortal, Omnipotent, all good, wiſe, mer- 
ciful, Soveraignly happy , and a thouſand other 
attributes; "fo thathe alone hath the verity of 
a Divine Being. Whatloever 1s imaginable 
and worthy of God, this is iz him ina Sove- 
raigndegree of perfetion; Nay whatever his 
infoite underſtanding can conceive, thy he enjoys 
withour any diminution or reſerve: So that 
when our Petitioner points untous how God 
loves ih, he means that he loves bin/elf, and 
if herein weplay the apt Scholar, placing our. 
aftcctions on that. inexhanſted ſource of Beauty, 
we $hall then move according to the verity 
of humane Nature; For our Being is to be 
reaſonable, and whar can more decipher the- 
Truth of our reaſon, than by a 9i/44in of this 


Wor ld 
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World, to aſpire unto him who is the final end 
in which we are toreff, and for which we. 
had our Being. May our heatts then be ever 


fixed on this eternal verity; (4 eAmen. 
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Tncerta C> occultaſapientiz tux manifeſlaſli mihi, 
The uncertain, and hidden things of thy Wiſdom thou 
baft made known unto me. 
WE ilſt our Penitent with delight deſcants 
uponGod's/overo tmuth,it were(hethinks) 
impious in him to ſtifle this great truth, that he 
hath called him ro his Councel, unbreaſted to 
him ſecret and hiddenthings, and enriched him 
with the high Prerogative of Prophecy. 


Ah whart achange in this Holy King, not 
long before when Nathan laid before him. 


his offence under the shadow of a poor e Man. 


violenced in the depredation of his only ſheep, 
heis dull, unfolds not the myſtery, and lirt- 
tle dreams { though it were plain cnough 
himſelf is pointedat, by which we may ſee 
whata miſt of ignorance, as well as other miſchiefs 


ſin draws along with ir. But now he tran- 
K k : ſcends 
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{cends the limits of natural knowledge > OWNS 
an irradiation of. ſupernatural lights, and a, ca- 
Pacity of diſcerning nor only vV hat 45 | paſt, or 
preſent, but vvhat isto ce, andrhis 1n the? 
ſecret, anduncertain things of God's YYj- 
dom. 

It is true there is required 1n that perfor, 
who is made a repoſitory of Prophetick Truths, that 
he shine with pntegrity of hfe, have an abſo- 
lute command over his paſſions, and poſſeſs 
a «Mind elevated and fitted: to. contemplation. 
Yet God js nox.tycd up to previous diſpo- 
fictions by degrees, but can1n a moment both pre- 
pare, and render perfect that party he de- 


figns for ſuchagignity ; .as he hath done in 


the perſon of King Davig, andſo, as to make 
him oe of the. molt agcomplished Prophets 
that everwas: For there js a great diſparity in 
prophetick irradiations, ſome arc imperfett 
lights, and improperly called Prophetick , as 
what.may proceed from an eviſpirit, or from 
nature, as that of Pharoaah when he ſaw oxen, 
and Ears. of Corn, not knowing from— 
whence that vition might come, or whe- 
4 he- was ſleeping, waking ,; and the 
1ke. 5 


ray is infuſed by which I certainly comprehend 
that which I ſee only by a ſpecies ;waginary,fuch 


15 


Another degree more elevated 15, whena 
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is Foſeph's caſe, who had an aſſured know< 


ledge of what he ſaw, thatis, the {19nifica- 


tionof them, whence he is more jultly.cal- 
led a Prophetthan Pharogh, who only ſaw, and 
knew not what they fignificed. . 

A Thirddegree more perfet is, when there 
are both an impreſſion of ſpecies, and ſen/ible 


repreſentations, ag alſo an infuſed light, by which 


I can judge of the verity of the thing diſplay- 
ed before me;. as Dame! could tell the King 
his Dream, and what ic ſignified; for the- 
Corporeal forms wwvere fixed in his Spirit, and 
the meaning of them revealed in Daniels 


eMind. 


> Py 


The laſt and nobleft degree is, when a Truth 
is repreſented to us by ſpecies intelligible, and a 
light infuſed Superadded, which enables 
me infallibly to judge of what is repreſented 
by them, without any exterual medium of word, 
faq, or imaginary Viſion; and this laft ir- 
radiation Ca/ſiodorus aſcribes ro David, whence 
heentitles him the moſt eminent amongſt all 
the Prophets. | 
But it will more recreate us to know what 
are thoſe uncertain, and hidden things laid open 
to him, than the manner bow it vvas done : 


Some opinionate it vvas the Creation of they 


World, vvhere the wiſdom of God appears 
glorious in the admirable reduction of a 


confuſed 


(132) = 
confuſed (has to light and order : In the contri- 


vance of the Heavens, that ſuch vaſt, and ny-. 


merous Bodies should keep a conflant, and uninter- 
rupted motion , vvithourt any jarring, or hin- 
drance to one another in their Rapid Courſe, 
In their Soverargn influences conveyed inceſſant» 
ly to inferiour things : In the prodigious fixati- 
on of the Earth, poyſed, and ſuſtained by its 
own Center. In the rare vertue of its plants, in 
the variety of Creatures in the eAir, Earth, and 
VViater. Andabove all in earn the Epitome 
of the Univerſe, to ſec him {way as Sovereign, 
and by his reaſon to quell the fury, - firength, and 
cunning of the moſt" ſavage beaſts, To behold 
the revolutions of Cities, Kingdomes, and Emprres, 
the ſtrange vicſ#tude of humane things; to 
day a City (welling in pomp, and magnifi- 
cence, not long after become a fallow Field, 
an Emperour weeping in that there 15 no more 
Worldsto conquer, hath been ſeen to periſh 
howling, diſpatched away by a few dropps of 
poyſon; on the other {1de, another is beheld drawn 
from a dunghil, (et on a throne, and to Raig 
vvith rhar felicity as if Heaven and Earth were 
held in fee to make him happy. Here a perſon 
drenched ina life of Sin, andimpicty upon 
aiuddain becomes a Saint there, another endu- 
cd with grace, and vertue, whom the World 
Eycs not but witha kind of veneration, by 


4 


OTLv - 


GE OS OR i A vob oe 0 ts 


LT 3 FA 


— 
on GS OR EE IEEE SING og oe, 


: Re To 
S FI icq ON. 4 Tee 
© 5. 7 


ron” $555 $65a wx” 2 ror * 
4 Fa OT IERSEK* OTE, Sole” 2 <3 / pt x: 2 I i 


(133) 
a little preſumption of his own ſtrength and 
merits, falls ronothing, and proves an: /mp sf 
darkieſs. Tocontemplatel lay all the{e works 
in Nature, all the ſtrange events of humane 
actions, and a/managed by the Divine wiſdom, 
ſo as to make a Harmony to God's glory, and 
out of the clashing and thwarting malice of 
Men, to draw good; who wouldnot be ravish- 
edatſuch a proſpect ? And confeſs with tran- 
{ports,they are truly ſecret and hidden effets(as to 

.man)of an all- ſeeing, inſcrutableand increated wiſ- 
dom. So that withunſpeakable delight our ho= 


ly Penitent repeated oft this Verle, the wicertain, 


and kidden things of thy wiſdomthou haſt revealed uno me. 

0:hezs cCand more happily Lldeiieve )ſfay, 
thoſe communications were the [ncarnation, N ati 
vity, Paſiion, and all che other my/terie: Winch 
relate unco the humanity of Chriſt; and doubt- 
leſs the contemplation of thoſe myſteries 
clearly objected to him , could not but” 
ſtrangely regale his mind, toconſider an in- 


finite Beino from all Eternity Soveraignly hap 
Py, in the perte&t enjoymentof his bleſſed 
felt, ro be Hypoftaſtated in humane Nature, 
and that this compojirumot lo many pertetions 
Should be born ofa Virgin, haveno other pal= 
_ lacethen a poor ſtable, no other Counters thenfams 
ple beaſis, from whoſe Breath he muſt borrow 
a little warmth to preſcrve him from they 
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rigours of the ſeaſon, thata bloody deligri 
is hatched againſt him, to avoid which he 
muſt fly by Night into Zgzpr, chrough Cold 
and other dangers, attended only by his ap= 
prehenſrve «Mother, and her fairhtul Coadju- 
tour St. Foſeph, amidlt theſe diſcomfortable> 
reflections; ſurely our Holy Penitent failed 
not to remember the homages done to him, 
by the eAngels, and Kings, that he might ſee 
'he ſtill intermixed the Splendour of his Divi- 
nity, with the Ecchpſes wrought, and caſt on 
his Humanity. 

From thence he carryes on his thoughts 
to Chriſt's Sacred Paſron, where he lanches 
himſclf into an Ocean of miſery; not a drop 
trickles down of his bloody ſweat, butit makes 
him /k ; he diſtinctly ponders every blow 
lanced at him, every ſcorm, andevery Calum- | 
ny : He numbers his weary eps, whilſt heis | 
haled from one Tribunal to another, he foreſees | 
che ſhameful flight of his eApoſiles, and how he: 
is abandoned in diſtreſſe by his neareſt, and 
deareſt Friends. 'Þ 

Thus he ſifts eyery particular paſſage of 
that Saced Tragedy, and were it not he is ſu- 
ſtaincd by the conſideration of its immenſe 
Fruit, to wit, the redemption of the perished 
World, he would have shewed by his com- 
paſſtonating Death, roo much was revealed 

unto 
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unto him, to bear once the Subje# both of 
his knowledoe, and life. 

Now that this expreſſion of our Penitent 
doth quadrate wirh theſe myſteries, you muſt 
obſerve, that the ſecond perſon of the bleſſed 
T riniry is {tyled the Viſdomof the Father, be- 
cauſe produced by an act of his underſtanding, 
and though his /ncarnation were certain as decreed 
from all eternity, and foretold by many Prophets, 
yet it was uncertain as to the preciſe time, and ſe- 
cretas to the manner of his coming, and parti= 
cular occurrences of his life, itis true, both were 
couched in ſome prophecy or other, but ſo obſcurely 
that the moſt learned could not dive into 
them, until he came himſelf to unread them > 
by bis painful accomphſhnent , and fulfillins of 
them. 

Again by the uncertain things of his wiſdons 
imparted to him, he infinuates a further 
kaowledge as to thy; that itis not known to any 
in this life, whether they are worthy of love 
or hatred : Almighty God ( by a ſpecial provi- 
dence no doubt ) having kept this ſhutup from, 
us, that whilſt we lye under an awefull fear, 
1: might abate ourpride, and preſumption. Now 
the Clouds of this uncertainty were diſperſedas to 
him, aſſurance being given that his /m was re- 
moved, and theeAnathemaannexed to it tak= 
enofft, and whar preater evidence that he is re- 
admitted 


(136) 

admitted into favour, than the entruſting ſecrets 
to him, than his exemption from the Common 
Layes, {et down by Providence for the conduft 
and gwidance of Mankind. Theſe Refletions 
make him cherish with unſpeakable fatisfa- 
ction his priviledged notions, nor do they carry 
him to vanity, but to bleſs the ſource from 
whence they flow, {ſince gratitude exacts that 
tribute from him, to whom thou haſt laid open the 
uncertain, and hidden things of thy wiſdom. 


The eA plication. 


Here we may obſerve, in what ave and 
rerrour our Holy Penitent remained after his 
tranſgreſſion ; that though the Seal was ſer 
to his pardon, yet he thought this gave him 


no ri2ht to his former prerogative, whoſe, 


reſtitution he dares not ak, he only preſum- 
cd to repeat them to his dear Creatour, that 
he might read therein his ingratitude, who 
cariched with ſupernatural gifts, reſerved 
for his choice favourites, and by means of which 
endowments he might have proved a ſaving 
Sarto guide others to Heaven; yet he hath 
not made uſe of them but to inure the Au« 
thor of them, and there wrought his Ruine, 
where he might have creed to himſelt Tro- 
phies of glory; Next he made this I" 

tnaCr 
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chat he might ruminate upon the /ad conſe- 

wences Of ſin; which ſo alters a Man thar 
God himſelf knowes:him na8: This is ma- 
nifeſt inthe Goſpel, where God ſaid to the 
fooliſh V ing,” and tothe imho: had wrought 
miractes i in hishame ;' "DNCefcio: Vos, V4 kn0, you not: 
Again, Adam after his /inſecintdto be loſt to 
God who made c<nquiry after him; Adam _— 
ai thiu2-whichimports,I placed cheeth projper 
t5, and content; but find rhee now-ih wide 
and miſery.. ' So our} Holy Penitent minds bis 
dear God of 'the bleflings he had once ſhowred 
down upon'him ,- and being. ſo fenal, as few 
beſides fince the Worlds Creation could boaſt 
of the like ; | he hopes , being: now again 


adviitted tof his preſence, * he may:not only:be re- 
vived in hismemory, - but reſtored to his form- 


er endearments, to which.he diſpoſes bim- 


felf by this baſbful expreſſion; thou haſt O Lord made 
me happpy by the Communication Wi the mm and hidden 


things of thy wiſdom. 
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6 


. Aſperges me Hyſſopo, && mundgher, DEI 
Thou ſhalt ſprinkle me with Hyſop, ; and 1 þall be 
cleanſed. We 


'Þ by Holy Penitent replenished with a Pro- 

—phetick Spirit, ſeems now to breath mothing 
but DivizeTruths, nothing which ifſues not” 
from ſuch i»fpired lights : Behold, wherefore 
he ſpeaks at preſent in perſon'of the Church, 
and foreſpeaksrhe Oecanomy God will practiſe 
inthe :guidancegf ber. Thou vil ſprinkle me(ſayes 
hc )-wisb HApſop;' that is,” preſſures will fall up- 
on metrom all {ides,: for it is proper to Hy- 


fop to be of a ſmall promb, to take root in- 


Srony-and Roc | places 5 and LES partue 15 Soveraign 
againtmmourr,-and fwellings. © 

Firftthen, Chriſt beſet hisGhurch with 
Hyſop, when heplanted her in himſelf the- 
frutful Womb of all her productions; hear his 
Leſſon, Learn of me that am meek,, and humble of 


heart; from ſucha flock what can be expeted 
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bur lowly ſhrubs Hyſep like; he inftruts his A= 


poltles to bear the imocence of L ambs amid(t 
ravenows VV over, the fimplicity of Doves amidſt 
wilely Serpents, he bids them overcome Thrants 

by 
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: by ſufferings, opprobries,, and contumelies by a pas 
ient lence, the glory of :great ones by hu- 


mility, and the wealth'of the World'\by Po- 
Verty. | (0/0 » | ) 

With theſe arms the wiſdom, power and preat- 
neſs of the World have been laidproftrate, and 


the: humble Croſs of: Chriſt ereffed in 1 riumph-, 


Maugre the malice of Hell and Idolators: 


' After Nero, Decins,- Severns,; eALaximian, Dio- 


detian had raged, and breathed from their. 
Noftrils, death and de{trution:tro the harmleſs 
little ones of Chriſt, affrighting them with fire, 


Feels, Gridirons, Gibbets , :Liyons, V ipers- and 


innumerable other tortures; . what was the 


eyent? Falian the laſt and greateſt perſecutonr , 
confeſles' he: hath bft the day;and thar the 
 Contemptible ACazarean; remained Viftori= 


-OH8.. + 


- St. Paul gives but a touch, yer a dexterous 


one, and repreſents tothe hfe the poſture where= 
in God hath founded his (hwrh. ' God(fayes 


he) ſeems to have marked out us eApoſtlerun- 
to Dcath, ' for weare made a ſpe#ade ro God, . 
Angels, and Men; we {uffer bunger and thirſt, 
wearerevided, andbuffeted, we are toſſed up and 
down, hurried from' one Tribunal to another, 
weare laden with maledi#ions, and in requital 
diſtribute bleſſings, we are plyed with perſe- 
cution, but ſuflain;. we have blaſphemies thrown 
fe Al 
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| 
at us, yet we pray, and petition in behalf | 


of the Authors; # fine, we arc Jooked upon. 
as the ſcum of Mankind,''and become as the 
mockery of the World. ANTS" 
Behold the Epitome of a life Apoſiolical, and 
the maximes to which the Primitive ( briſlians 
conformed themſelves, by which you-may 


judge how pat the alluſtion of Hy/op is applyed 


to the Church; for what. is wore abjet, and 
deſpicable than the-.1nftitute of Chriſtianity, 
nay it was theuſualaraument of Intidels,towards 
any perſon of eminency embracing Chriſtian Re- 
ligion, to reproach themwith the baſeneſs and 
contemptibility of” it. F 

1 he Rocky fourtation allo which gives life 
to the Hyſops Root, 1sno leſs ſuitable, if you 
reflect upon the promiſes made to St. Paul 
when firſt he fled himſelf under Chrilts ban- 
ner: eAnanias was tobe the bearer of his letters 
Partents, the ſubſianceof them was, that he 
Should ſee whar j#fferings he muſt wade through 
for his Name, and how punctual God was 
in-theaccomplishment of his word, his own 
Epiſtles ſufficiently declare; that from the- 
'rime of his converfron, he had conſtant fſup- 
plyes of tribulations, from his unwearied preaching 


of the Goſpel, unto the Snares and malice 


of falſe accuſations; from thence to Priſons, then 
ro Chains, Opprobries ,- and /aftly, to a 
| publick 
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publick-Death in the Capital;City of the 
World. | 

Now that he alone was not doomed to theſe 
ſad Cataſtropheys, he tells us into what confuſion 
poor Chriſtians were univerſally in all pla 
ces caſt; ſome lurking in Dennes, others fly= 
ing into deſarts, ſome groaning under want, 
others expoſed to ſcorm, and contempt; of whom 


the World(ſayes he) was not worthy; then 


he enumerates a multiplicity of horrid tortures 
which ushered their i2nomimtons deaths : And ' 
theſe outrages were not confined to any one 
Province, or City, but executed throughout” 


the whole habitable W orld : and ro that. height, 
as oneday was witneſs of a hundred thouſand who 


were Sacrificed by the rage of Tyrants; nay 


they fancied their work ſo compleatly finish= 

ed, that Trophies were creed with this In- 

{cription, | | | 

To the eA Upust Ceſar Diocletian, by whom Chriſtian 
Religions aboliſhed, and he woyhip of the God's 


improved. 


Theſe were the flinty foyls which gave 


life, and growth to Chriſkian Religion ; amidſt 
theſc {tony iryals the Church hath ftill keprherſelF 
firmly rooted, in defpight of all che ſtorms, 
tempelts, and whirlwinds of perſecution. 
Nn The 
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The third property of Hy/op (that it is me= 
dicinal) may juſtly be conſigned to the furious 
aſſaulis framed and pur in Exccution againſt 
the Church, as St. efuſtin fayes, Tyrants could 
never by obſequiouſneſs and favour have ſo much contri- 


buted to the good of EMartyrs, as they did by their 


bloud-thirſting cruelties : St. Paul glories in his 
tribulations, and makes of them a /adder to lead 
him as it were by degrees unto Chriſtian perfeftion; 
whither he is no ſooner arrived, but his 
thoughts are filled with the expectation of 
a reward; Nay he terms 1t a Grownof Juſtices 
as if every ſtroke of Perſecution had contri- 
buted to the making up of his Crown, unto 
which he had aright, and juſt claim, fince ham= 
mered and compleated by his patient ſufferings: 
This ſame Apoltle bids the Hebrews look 
back upon thoſe paſt dayes wherein they had 
ſuſtained immenſe Combats for the name of Chridt, 
as if thoſe pleafmg remembrances had been ables 
to charm the moſt bitter afflitions : Nay hethinks 
ita happineſs when no burden was laid upon 
themſekves, if they did but converſe, and hold 
Society with the oppreſſed, as if from them 
muſt needs iſſue forth ſome communication of 
what is good. 


When our bleſſed Saviour had foretold to his 


Diſciples the ſcandals of his paſſion, and how 


the World would allot the ſame meaſures 


to 
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to them, he gives the. -reaſon why theſe 
ſharp decrees are made, : becauſe (ſayes he ) you 


ſhould fly to me for Sauttuary, and only within my arms 


ſeekconſolation,and ſecmity ': St. Auſtin conforma- 
bly to this Doctrine confeſſes Fob to have 
loſt all that God had given him, yer he re= 
tained him from whom he had all; ro wit, 
God our Lord ( {ayes he )hath given; our Lordbath 
taken away, the name of our Lord be praiſed. | Aﬀter- 
wards St. eAuſtinraptas it were into admira- 
tion cryes; behold a «Man with a Body mangled, 
Jetentire, full of corruption, yet comely, wounded, yet 
without a ſore, [prawling.en a dunghil,. yet powerful in 
heaven : Henee you may gather the exuberant 
Fruit of this ſprink{ed Fy/ap , not a drop of it falls, 
which carryesnotalong with ita vere, that” 
cranſcends the malignity of perſecution,and 
the rage of Tyrants. | 

Who would then repine at adverſity , 
{ince Heaven hath laid it asthe foundation, 
at leaſt medium to eternal felicity. You that 
are poor tell me what you dowarnt if you haves 
God; and the ri< what poſfſef they withour - 
God. St. Paul relates how the Hebrews 
with joy ſuſtained therapine of their goods, 
becauſe they knew there is a more laſting, 
andincomparably berrer inheritance prepa- 
red for them. | 

Youthatbewail the loſs of a Friend, re+ 
member 


(144) 
member he was not borntolive alwayes here, 
and perhaps was taken away leſt malice might 
have ſeized him: Beſides, if youtruly love 
God, you cannot be afflicted at your Friends 
Death; ſinceyou know, if he perishnotto 
God, he:cannot perish- to you; and he alone 
can never be deprived of what 1s dear to him, 
who makes God the Center of his happineſs, and 

laces all thatis precious in him, fince he is 
notloſ{t unleſs we will. 

| If you groan under an infirm conſtitution 
know, you should notdelire to erjoy life; but 
according tothe rzenour atats grant;zwe breath 


under conſtellations which by their ſeveral in-. 


flgences create different bumeurs, and diſtempers, 
and this is convenient to the good of the, 
Univerſe, unto which particular and private inte- 
reſts muſt give place. . Beſides, we learn by 
experience, that-ſince we can break and 
thwart our inclinations upon the ſcore of 
health; we may likewiſe do it fromthe mo- 
tive of vertueand piety, wehold it an att of 
Religion to wean our ſelves from ſenſual de- 
lights for theloveof God; let then re/ignarz+ 
on make'that voluntary, which acadent, or ſome 
providential decree hath reduced to a neceſſity: you 
ought not therefore to calumniate this or that” 
cauſc of your /ic>kneſs, bur take 1t as a preſent 


from amoſt merciful and benign Parent, or- 


dained 
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dained either tor chaſtiſement of your /ms, or 
:ryal of yourvertue; this flatters not che' un- 
happy humour of Avarice, Ambition, , Lu- 
bricity, and chelike; every acceſs of a Feaver 
or other ſmart pain, ſets before us the lively 
{mage of mortality, and gives afſucance we mult 
one day quitall our Wordly intereſts.., ._ | 

It were not amiſs alſo, whilſt our indiſpo/p- 
tron renders us unfit for humane Society, that wes 
fancy our ſelves as dead, and confider what will 
be done in the World without us; it ſubſi- 
ſted before we were, ſo will it remain when we are 
9one; Whonow leem ſo unitedin friendſhip, that 
the thought of ſeparation is horrid as Death, 
will whena few dayes. are flipped over after 
your Funeral, ſeek other alliances, and if by 
chance your memory be revived by any Caſual 
diſcourſe, they will aftord youa {gb perhaps, 


and ſay you were good, or wiſe, orvaliant, or 


fair, or ſome fuch Epethite you might de- 


ſerve; and is16s worth all the /abours and haz= 
zards werunamidita Million of deſigns in 
this uncertain life> how bleſſed thenis that 
ſickneſs whoſe pains lead ro Salvation, and 
how fortunate that war which ends in eternal 
eace! 

If the walls of a Priſon aftright, propoſe 
to your ſelf thoſe immenſe ſpaces above the Heas» 


vens deligned as a premiumot your reſtraint; 


Oo "tis 
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'tis true forthe preſent youare deprived of 


alittle freſh Air, and of ſome other contentments 
depending on Liberty, buthe that trafhcks 
for ſogreat a purchaſe as eternal felicity, may 
well venture ſomething on the {core of per- 
{ecution: How many diſaſters and «Ambuſcado's 
of Enemies have been avoided by ( aptivity , 
whata change hath it wrought in many, who 
by a neceſdity of Recolleftion, have become fuper- 
eminent Contemplatives,and enlarged their 
M inds by Spiritual entertainmernts, more than” 
they could forfeit by the denyal-of their Bo- 
dies hberty: Youare there free from Znvy, or 
detraftion, itbeing rarc to find malice, or cruelty 
to rage upon theproſtrate: 4 S in ſuch a place 
is {eldome attended on by ſcandals, becauſes 
adverſity is the Companion; aeMiſtreſs ex- 
celling inthe wayes, and maxims of good- 
neſs: Nay could we fancy the World as re- 
ally iris) buta Priſon, weshould rather think 
we have made an eſcapefrom Thraldome, than 
loſt our hbertres. | 

T hus we ſec the ſprink{ongs of Hyſop, that is, 
the Seeds of Humility, Patience and ( onflancy in— 
the profeſſion of Chriſt, have furniſhed che Church 
Univerſal with ( hampians, andevery her par- 
ticular Souldrer in all encounters with Rul 
whichif exaAly oblerved cannot but end in 
Glory: So thar our Penitent hopes, if once 
bathed 
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bathed ity theſe purifying ſtreams , he shall be> 
cleanſed, and become an Objett pleaſing to 
the all-pure- Eye of his Creatour : Wherefore 
with Reaſon he inſerts this clauſe, ſprinkle me 
with Hyſop and I ſhall be cleanſed. 


The A pplication. 


In imitation of our Holy Penitent we are 
ro covet the bitter draughts of contradiftions in this 
life, denying our Will what ſenſuality 
prompts us to, that we may have a full ſwinge 
of our deſires in the vaſt courſe of Eternity ; tri= 
bulation is the ſecureft clue to be direted by, 
incaſeandpleaſure, vertue muſt needs run a 
oreat riſque; Fire in its own Sphere con- 
ſerves it {e]f without any fuel to maintain- 
it,{o vertue would have donein Paradiſe, where 
the Goods of the Body concurred with thoſe 
of the Soul, but this Concord was diſſolved by 


fm. St. eAmbroſelikewiſe ſayes of Fob, that 


he had ſhewed himſelf a valiant commander in peace , 
but not a conquerour in War, and that his troubles and © 
afflictions purchaſed unto him the Palms of a compleat Vi= 
ory: For Earthly Crowns are made of Gold, but Hea« 
venly Diadems of the T horns of tribulation. Ah then 


let us aſpire after theſe. eAmen, 


CHaP. 


(148) 


Cas wot 


Lavabia me, & ſuper nivem dealbabor, 


Thou wilt waſh me, and [ ſhall be whiter than Snow. 


cined in the Furnace of adver/ty will not” 
reſt there, butis ambitious of a further ſubli- 
mation ,, he beholds himſelf much refined, the | 
droſs of many. frailties ſeparated from him by | 
temporal chaſtiſements, and in this barſh Schoo! he | 
hath learnt a profitable Lefſon ; which is, not” 
ro advance ina ſpiritual Courſe 1s to looſe pround, 
wherefore theſe ſprinkiing dews of Grace do 
not ſatisfie, he muſt be waſhed o're and all-bath- 
ed in ſtreams ofeAariyrdom; this will gives 
hima z#nure outvying the purity of Snow; this 
will conſummate all his /abours, and ſet on 
him the laſt, and higheſt ftroke of perfedtion. 
Thou. wilt waſh me, and [ shall be whiter thau Snow. 
 Itispleaſant to read Seneca, and other Phi- 
loſophers in this point of Sacrificing fe for, 
a publick intereſt, or on the {core of friendshp ; 
they alwayes place this ation among(t the | 
molt Zeroick, whereof Man is capable inthis | 
life. The Romans had ſeveral ſolemnities to | 
eternize the memory of (uch as loſt their lives 
in 


Ov” Holy Prophet thus purified, and cal- 
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in the ſervice of the Republick. The Greaans 
employed all their Eloquense in ſ{ettin g OUT the 
Glory of thoſe who dyed for their Country, be: 
lieving that Souls ſeparated from the Body up- 
on ſucha ſcore, were depuratedand free from > 
the mixture of any mordinate defires, or affetions; 
and conſequently are diſpoſed to receive the 
hioheft beatitude that a created ſubſlance can attain 
unto. Xamolxi of Greece for his Wiſdom was 
by the Zoyptians ranked amongſt the gods , 
whole memory to the Gracians was fo Sacred, 
thatyearly they ſentone of theirmolt learn< 
ed Doctours to be. Sacrificed before his 
Shrine, and athis departure towards Egypt, 
the other Collegiate Philoſophers were all 
oppreſſed with grief, each one repining he 
was not worthy to be choſen forſo glorious 
adeſign. Thereaſon why this Opinion grew 
{o prevalent amongſt them was , that love and 
reſpef is beſt expreſſed by an att of homageand 
Sacrifice, now by the oblation of life, weat once 
give up all our intereizs of honour, pleaſure, or 
what ever we can pretend to in this World, 
and witneſs inthat action, we more values 
the cauſe for which we ſuffer, than our own 
Being, and inamanner do declare the perſon 
for whom we dye, to have a perfet Dominion 
over us, and deftlroying our ſelves would infſinu- 
ate that weare nothing, at leaſt willing to be=. 
;, +7 "ml come 


VI- 


(150) 
come nothing; ſo we may but pay to the Objef 
of our loves the tribute of glory and greatneſs. 

* Thegenerous Heartof our Petitioner had 


| trampled under his Feet the Znemies of God's 


cople, he had purchaſed many Laurels by 
his ative fortitude; and paſſing from thence» 
to the paſſive part, he had manifeſted by his 
patience, and mig he wanted not this 
more noble branch of fortitude, and that hev 
might crown all his viories, he now con- 
rracts all the circumſtances of a compleat mag- 
nanimity 1n this Petition, that he might give 
up his kfe, and make a publick ſatisfattion for 
the injury done by his Exorbitancies to his dear 
Creatour. Thou wilt waſh me, and Iſhall be whiter 
than Snow. 
| He knew well this ſyupercminent de- 
cree of fortitude, which givesa check to A4u- 
gdacity ,- nor permits its Salleys beyond the li- 
mits of a juſt moderation, and which charms 
likewiſe thereriring ſpirits of fear, and makes 
them return to their firſt ſtations, there to 
{ſtand upon the defenſive, is a vertue too ſub- 
Iimefor «Man, if conſidered within they 
verge of his natural force, and abilities: For mar- 


trdom implyes a profeſſion of the true Faith which 


none without a divmeeAid can perform : Ir 
being neceſſary 'toan Act of Salvatiqn, that 
it be accompanied-with the power and means of 
"mt Grace, 
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Grace, wherefore, he \places the Energy of 
this Action in the: eſmbor of Grace; and 
cryes; O God, it you will waſh me, thit is, 
if you will Shower. down the"dew of your 
Grace, Iwill diſpoſe my Soul for the'rerepri- 
on, and {o manage the gift; as'every reproach, 
cvery ſircke of the Exccutioner, every drop 
of Blood drawn from my Veins, $shalt have 
its effeCt of expiation, to cleanſe my ſtains, to 
purify my Soul, and give ita whiteneſs which 
will farpafs that of Snow. | 
 Againthough the Pſalms of this v/#ory be 
never ſo precious; yet unleſs a ſtorm of Tyranny 
convey them to him, he can only languish 
in deſire: For the infliction of Death'muſt 
come fromanothers hand, hz part in thiscom- 
bat muſt beonly to accepr, and ſuffer: 'Tis true 
the Holy Ghoſt proclaims, »thar violence muſt 
bear away the wreath of this wmortality, bur it 
is under{tooda violence not ſo much ative as 
paſſive : We mult ſtoop to oppreſion, become 
a play-game, and mockery of the World; we muſt 
rune forth the praiſes of our Creatour, more 
by expiring than ſpeaking, and from thefe blak 
mixtures of cruelty, will reſult; as from the> 
Phenix ashes, a production far beyond what we 
could even hope for in recompence. You 
Shall wash me, and T ſhall be whiter than Snow. 
.. We muſt nor doubt but the Soul of our 
371. Pe. 
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Petitioner gmbitious of perfeftion, had all the 
internal affeHions which move to this end, as 
charity , obedience , religion, faith, hope, and an 
heroick fortitude. '1 he firſt to wit charity rai- 
ſes him to acts of /ove, by which God is more 
prizable tohim, than his own life, or any 
other thing imaginable : Next, this amorous 
contemplation was accompanied with a perfect 
ſubmiſſion to the decrees of Heaven whillt Se- 
mei threw ſtones,” and curſes athim, he kept 
cloſe tothis principle, forbidding any punish= 
ment to the eAtour, left ({ayes he) God may have 
ordained it for bis tryal or chaſtiſement of hus Sins, and 
what he Wills is juſt, and ought to be the- 
Rule of our obedience without any diſpute, or 
heſitation. The third ingredient to this dye of 
purity, is Religion; by which we are taught 
to pay the zribute of excellency and reſpect 
unto God, as the Sovereign Author, and 
Primogenial Source of all Beings; other, 
Creatures who cannot comprehend the infi> 
nite 'perfeCtions eſlentially ſeated in God, 
have arght that their wants be ſupplyed by our 
Piety; ſo that we have a duty of acknowledgement 
not only for our ſelves, but in behalt of e- 
very thing created to our Service; by an- 
act then of Religion we return our own Being, 
and all other Beings likewiſe of the whole 
World into his Hands from whence they 


Came, 
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came, *tobe diſpoſed off as he pleafes, that 
as weholdit fronhim, ſo we would not en+ 
joy it but for him, and this from two con- 
fiderations; theone, of God's immenſe preat- 
neſs and Majeſty, the other of our own ſmalneſs, 
or rather nothing;as to the one, our Penitent 
defies any Being to compare with God, he con- 
feſles the Earth, Seas, and Heavens lye at his 
beck ; that his Znemies he diſperles, as the Sun 
doth the Shades of Night, and having thus ex- 
alted his unmeaſuredgreatneſs, he then religiouſly 
expoſeshimſelf before him,acknowledgeshe 
iSaworm,andnotaman;andit aman,the very out= 
caſt, and opprobry of Mankind: Hepreſumes to 
queſtion God whatmanis, that he should daign 
hima glance of his careful Eye ; and declares 
his pinion thathe is but a piece of vanity,an empty 
—_—_— heap of ayſt,and therefore it is but juſt 

in him to honour the Majeſty of God by aprofu- 

fon of what heenjoyes,and that his Being can 

never be put to a better uſe than by anmbilating 
it {elF( if poſſibly) to witneſs by that ſubrmfion 
the immen/eperettions of his Creatour., 

His fortitude in attempting great things 
needs no dilucidation, the Sun-beams are not” 
more conſpicuous; what Iaton hath not 
received the Hiſtory of his deeds together with 
the tydings of G briftiantty, where alſois ſer forth 
his patience 1n adverſay, in many rebellions un- 

| Qq __ "natural 
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natural ftratagems, and implacable hatred of 
Saul againſt him. 
Forhis Faithin Chriſt, amongtt all the, 
Prophecies of a eMeſvashis Pſalms excell in 
delineating, and iſſuing a /ively Charafter of all 


the paſſages of his paſſion : So that all theſe. 


yertues could not ſpring but from a hope of enjoy. 
ing one day that Sovereign good, for whoſe ac+ 
quiſition he was ready to Seal all theſe acti- 
ons with his blood and be. 

 Teonfels this tinfure of Snow to ariſe from 
a bloody fiream might ſeem a wreſted inter- 
pretation, were it not that a paſlage in- 
the eApocalips doth clear it, where it is ſaid; 
they whitened their ſloles in the blood of. the Lamb , 
that is; the effe& of this ablution gives 
tnmocepee, wipes off like Baptiſme-all the ſpots 
of Guilt, or Pain, ſo that once dippedin- 
this Layatory, he may juſtly promiſe ro him- 


ſelf a lovely Grain far ſurpaſling that of 


Snow: 5 


” » 


Wonder not then'if our Petitioner touch- 


ed with a ſenſe of his tranſgreſſions, and 
frighted with the memory'of that condition” 
wherein he had been plunged, should aimar 
the glorious Palms of' martyrdom both to fex 
cure his pardon, purchaſe a compleat abolition-of 
his Faults, and make hirfel}t a perpetual Sas 
crifce 6 praiſe and thankſgiving to his dear 


Creatour. 
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Creatour. | Lord than wilt waſh m2, ani b Hall be 
whiter than Snow. | 3-77 


The eApplication. 


__ Letwbytheexampleofour Peritert thirſt 
after theſe purifying ſtreams , one boiſterous billow 
of Perſecution carried home to the ſtrugling 
Patient, will have more vertue than all the wa- 

ters of Fordan ; St. Gregory faith, that the depart- 
ing of the Body from the Soul is but a ſhadow, but 
the departing of a Soul from God isa fad Truth: 

And asa ſhadawis refreshing in Summer, ſo 
i15Deathto the Righteous, eſpecially if volun- 
tarily accepted, and inflicted wpon the ac- 
count of a pious cauſe,» But ſince this { raw is 
out of our reach, and depends. upon ano- 

thers ſeverity, we muſtibe Fs ſevere to.'our 

{elves,as to put.on an undaunted look againſt 
any'difjcaltywhich may obftrudt our Satvation, 

or advancetoent ta perfetion;: and:'refolve to 

ſuffer. ar overcame them, gither of i\which'we., 
may, by theaidof Grace nover wanting ata - 
pingh:- Next, we muſt rejoyce when ha- 
rafſed with adveyſites, itis Stkake's declatati- 
onof the Apaſiles, that theyretarned fron Tribu- 
nal ſeats with joy, having been made'warthy to be there 
ravited and ſcarned for the name of Chnſt;, and'traly 
Saints have ſeemed to meaſnre their hopes of 
wy | glory, 
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glory, according to the prgportion of their ſuffe- 
rings: Laſily, we are to expoſc our ſelves ts 
hard and painful things for the ſpiritual 
good of our Neighbour; if we ſtrengthen, 
our ſelves with theſe arms of fortitude, we shall 
be fitred for that laſt and moſt glorious proof 
of valour, arleaft ſecure an immenſe. reward to 
ourſelves. | Amen. 


CH A you XVIL- 


;eAuditui meo dabiugaudium & latitiam.. _ 
* . Thouwilt give unto mylbearing joy and gladneſs. 
Win happy;in thatitmericedto, have ſuch, 
and-ſo. great i :Redeemer;;: Methinks it: hath 
ſome'veſemblance_ wuh this-clauſe of: our 
Petitioner, where he promitcs to himſelF jay, 
and. glidneſs; as if they were a neceſſary tonſes 


quence tO repentance, In the precedent. vefe he 


mindshis Cteatour of the Rates. he: hath ſer” 
down:to purchaſe innocence; 'to wits by-rem- 


poral adverfity, here he opens the;koeof God's. 


working witha juſtifped Soal,, which is to fil 
her with jubihes, and conſplation>: 2 | | 
= For 


#3 
#:& 
"7s. 


Hen the Church proclaims the fin of | 
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For when Alaggghty God enlightens our 
underſtanding to conllller his greatneſs, providence, 
goodneſs, and his otherperfeCtions ; and when 
he givesa touch to our ils, imprinting in 
> themholy impulles of. fear, bope, love, and the 
” like; by which we are excited and enabled 
to frame and execute holy and pious reſolutions , 
he doth not this by a way of violence, as a ſtone 
is taken up from its Center, but by a way of 
= ſfweemeſs, he governs and changes our imdinati= 
” on, it wedonotprovetooſtubborn: So that 
| the fr/t epro our juſtification is not made with- 
= ourthe concurrence of our ils; and que- 

{tionleſs it is no ſmall ſubject of joy to reflect 
that we ourſelves have been eAfonrs in this 
oreat work of our juſtification; which exceeds 
the Creation of Heaven, Earth, and all thar 
15 comprized in Nature; for though weowe 
ro God all that we have, yet that his l/ibera- 
lity may rake its deſired effect, this he will 
have depend upon us; tothe end by work- - 
'ng our Salvation, it might prove an honour and 
| a:rattion, in that we our ſelves have contri= 
buted ſomething toit by the conſent of our 
freewill, by which we can claim the ations we 
do tobeour own. 
The next branch of joy and gladneſs in a 
juſtified Soul, is the acceſs of grace, a ſuperna= 
; ruralform infuſed by God, by which we are 
h Rr raiſed 


raiſed to a ſupernatural Beigggz that is to ſay, a 
ew Being, more prizable Wan an inte/letula, or 
reaſonable, than eAngelical or Seraphical conſide- 
red preciſely in the order of Nature : Be- 
cauſe Grace givesa new birth tothe Soul, and 
communicates unto her anew Beings which is 
called Divine, in that the Soul receives from 
it azeſemblance unto Godafcera manner extra- 
ordinary, whoſe more perfett knowledee is re 
ſerved tor the light of glory, which will make 
the diſcovery unto us: All we can nowſay 
is, thartno ſooner this divine gift inhabits our 
Souls, but we aredeſigned to eternal beatitude : 


Almighty God beholds us with an Eye of 


ſatisfaction, as his Children received into 
his Family, as Solomon1ayes, by grace we contraft an 
eternal alliance with God. ' 

St. Thomas {tiles Grace aparticipation of the_ 
Divine Nature; for what the Divine Natures 
doth in God, the ſame Grace by imitation 
doth in a Soul, as the Divine Nature is in God 
the cauſe of his molt tranſcending attions; to 
wit, loveand uni: SoGrace ina Soul is the 
ſpring of glory, beatitude , ſupernatural knowledoe and 
heavenly affeions, by which $he regulates all 
her works, according to imegrity and holineſs : 
Nay God obliges himſelf to give a Soul that 
can plcad the tile of Grace, the Kingdom of 

Heaven, andpoſſc{ionof eternal blils. 
| | No 
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_ No wonder then if afterthe ſprnklings of 
Hyſop , that is penitential tears, our Petitioner, 
expects a Harmony of joy and pladneſs, ſince 
the divine quality of Grace purchaſed: by repens 
tance is attended on by ſo many advantages: 
What matter of joy tobe ſpiritually regene- 
rated, the Son of God, the Brother, and Cobeir 
with Jeſus Chriſt! wherefore St. Leo ſayes, 
this gift of being the Son of God, to be au- 
thorized to call God Father, exceeds all his 0 
ther liberaltties ; for by generation a Father com> 
municates his A(atare to his Sov, producing 
him in ſpecies alike : So by efdoption, he that 


adopts gives unto a ſtranger in deſire and affe- 


ction, whatheisin himſelf; attriburingun- 
to him the prerogative of a Son, entitling him 
to all his mmberitance, the ſame as if he were his 
Son by Nature; now what Man doth to an« 


other out of affetion, God doth in efet: For 


imprinting Grace in a Soul, he gives himſelf, 
andis really in her; inſomuch that were it” 
poſlible, God could be not immenſe, Grace 
would render him afresh preſent to and in - 
the Soul. | 
Certainly if ever that ſaying was verifi- 
cd, where guilt bath raigned, there grace did yet more 
powerfully ſway, 1t was 1n the perſon of our ho- 
Iy Peririoner hisraptures, and Enthuſiaſtick 
throwes, his prophetick notions 3 Nay God's 


OWN 
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own Teſtimony of him, that Repentance had 
moulded him even conformably'to his own 
Heart, ſufficiently proved his Soul to float 
in floods of Grace, and con{equently mult needs 
{wellwitha great portion of joy; therefore with 
juſt reaſon he proclaims, thou-wilt give unto 


my hearing joy andgladnels. x 
Again thispoſſeſ#on of Grace is accompa- 
nied with the expe#ation of a Sovereign good: 
For the underſtanding enlightned by Faith, 
knowes that Mans's Beaticude is in God;that 
this Beatitude is promifted him as his final 'end, 
and the means to attain-unto this End is by 
Grace, and atts of vertue; Sothathe enjoyesit 
not but upon the terms of being one day. eter- 
nally happy; this certain expettation of Beati- 
tude, St. Bonaventure calls the eAnchor and bajis 
of eManin thy hfe : It keeps him from dejefion, 
placing ſtill before his thoughts an infmite 
good, and whichis infallibly ro be the abjef 
of his futzre acquiftion; it choaks preſumption , 
caſting him upon the mediums ordained to lead 
him to this end; itdraws his affections from . 
terrene things, and raiſes them to God as 
the ſupream object alone worthy to be loved, 
and (erved. | 
Whar joy then to have our //#h carryed 
on by this gift of hope, which ſweetly encer- 
tains usin the contemplation of Eternity, and 
this 
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thisnot asa thing doubtful (for what would 
Cloud theſeverity of our comfort ) but asa 


reward to which we are entitled by grace, and 


of whichby this vertue of hope we have an- 
earneſt and pledoe. St. Paul to the Hebrews pre- 
{ſcribes hope as a means ro compals whatſoe- 
ver we would have. Let us approach with confi= 
dence to the Throne of Frace; asif weneeded on- 


ly a frmbope, to be able to ſcale the Throne of 


God, and-bear thence what fo ere we de- 
fire. | 

St. Gregory obſerves, there is no pleaſure in 
this World, which 1s not greater in the expe- 
Hation than fruition , by which we ſee what a 
ſtrange Operation the very hope of ſome tem= 
poral objet hath in us; what raviſhments then > 
muſtneeds proceed from a hope that is fixed 
onthe ſource of perfetions; and to have 
this addition, that after our imaginations have 
propoſed all rhe delights that humane wit can 
frame, yetthey fall infinitely short of thoſe 


Joyes che Objett of a ſupernatural hope will diſcos 


verunto us. | 
Blame not then our Petitioner if hegive 


, himſelfthe aſſurance of joy and gladneſs, when 


once his Soul shall be enriched with Grace, 
and divine bope inſpired into him ; ſince their 


preſence brings the higheſt /atufactions we arey 


capableoff in this World. 
W.- I 


Cn) 

I obſerve after Chriſt had declared the 
remiſſion of St. «Mary e1azdatens miſdeeds, 
. he bids hergo inpeace, to 5hew she 15 no more 
impious: Foras they arc [trangers to repole, 
ſo reſt and ſatufafion are the nataral effefts of a 
good conlcience. 4; 

When the Thief on the Croſs had obtain- 
ed mercy, immediarely follow the gladtidings 
he should exchange that very day his Gibbet 
Antoa Paradiſe; St. eAuſtinhad no ſooner ſtep= 
ped into the Paths of pennance, but he found 
himſelf. overwhelmed with joy which he- 
thus deſcribes. Ona ſuddain(fayes he )it grew 
delizhiful to me to be weaned from trifling pleaſures, and 
what before I feared to looſe, now with joy [ diſmiſs ; for 
thou, O ſupream Diety didſt tear them from me, and 
ſupplyed/t themby thy own preſence who art in all honour, 
beauty and pleaſure excelling.. You ſee what hey 
29t in exchanging a tew Worldly joyes for 
3 life of pennance, in quitting a Creature he 
came:ta the enjoyment of his ( reatour; in a- 
bandoning that we muſt needs once loſe, 
and which weſtill apprehend will be ravish- 
edframus, hearrived to anineſttmable, and 

never perishing good. 
> Nay reaſor may tellus, as happy experience 
hath informed Saints, that it his mercy be fo 
great; and transforms it ſelf into ſo many 
Shapes of vertnes in reward to /imnerr; 1t muſt 
needs 
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needs be much more admirable in order to 
thejufl: For itis but equitable, 'thatthoſewho 
muſt love and honour him, $should: have a 
more ample ſhare in the Treaſures of his mer= 
cics, than ſuch who injure and daily offend 
him: If when weare Znemes he fails not to 
oive Teſtimonies of his love, being reconciled, 
and readmitted to his favour what will he not” 
do? If he beſtow a kiſs upon a treacherous 
Fudas, with what overflowing ſweetneſs will 
he viſit a /oyalbeart, which breaths forth nothing 
but love and a conformity to his will, if a ſound of 
his voiceas Man was ſo charming, that. many of 
the Apoſtles athis firſt callabandoned all their 
VF orldly interefls and engagements to follow him, 
what tranſports do the ſweet whiſpers of his 
Divine Spirit occation unto his dear Servants, 
what internal conſolations, * what tranquility 
of mind : St. Auſtin terms them certain'previous 
reliſhes or «A ntipaſts of Heaven,” which far tranſcend all 

theeontentment and ſatusfattions of this world.” © 
In a word,that Seraphim of love St: Auſtin 
gives us the perfect Character of a ſpiritual . 
Joy by his own experience. Saying, O'Lord, 
ſometimes thou doſt lead me into unknown de- 
lights, which ( were they compleated in me) 
I know not whatthey would be, but cer- 
tainlam irwould nor beths life; that is, ſuch 
a Dilatation of Spirits he found to attendthoſe 
| ſpiritual 
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ſpiritual comforts, that he ſaw, were they ac- 
complished, a rune of his mortal Being muft 
needs enſue. 

This ts the joy and gladneſs our Holy 
Petitioner expects, and that he was not decei-_ 
ved in his expeQation, ſcarce a Pſalm of his 
that proclaims not the ſweetneſs, and ſupera- 
bundant ſatifa#ions iſſuing from the love, fear, 
and ſervice of God, and therefore when he- 
had petitioned for perſecution, adverſity, and 
the. Grown of e Martyrdom, he might juſtly ſolace 
himſelf with the ſequel and fruits of ſufferings, 
which are joy and gladneſs. T o mybearing thoa wilt 
give joy and gladneſs. 


The eApplication. © 


Ah who would not then proteſt againſt 
the vain joyes of thir world, to taſt rhe ſweetneſs of 
ſpiritual entertainments : St. Gregory puts this diffe- 
rence 'twixt Corporal and Spiritua/delights, that 
the former whileſt in expefation, are coveted with much 
wvehemency, but when once enjoyed, they preſently become 
nauſeons, and diſlaſiful ; the other we purſue but coldly , 
and with little heat of defire, yet when once we have a reliſh 
of them, _ languiſh after the encreaſe : T his 
made St. Francis that bleſſed deſpiler of the 
World, co make a Covenant with his ſenſes ne- 
verto faſten with the leaſt Contentment on 
_y 


S i Ly 
Ls. . 


U 


(165) 
any-ſenſual objet; andtruly he was ſo.exact 
in the performance;.as he went upand down 
like the meer ſhadow of a Man, that had e- 
thing bumane in him but his ſhape; his better 
part ever dwelling-in the Manſion of they 
Bleſſed. Thele are joyes that will not be held 
by Repentance, may wethen ſtill languishafter 
them; | eAmen, 


nn yo I AO 


C n ae,  XVIIL 


Et-exultabunt Offa humiliata, ; 
' eAnd humbled Bones (hall rejoyce. 
T His encouragement which our Petitioner al- 
L lowes himſelf, : correſponds. with the /c- 
cond part of the formerverſe, where he was will- 
ing to Sacrifice his fe :. Pot hedoth not on- 
ly cheer himſelf, in reflecting upon the, weward 
which repentance will bring to, his Soul,; but 
likewiſe upon the future condition.ot his Earthly- 
mould,. which.he beholds as matter of- great 
conſolation :;>/:and 'therefore-upon the ſame 
ſcore: he proſecuges the_ Subject of his hope, 
ſaying, that his humbled Bonesſhall rejoyce; .. 
2 Among(itall the comforts Chriſtian Religi- 
on affords, thereis none hath fo much influ- 
foQ Ir ence 
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ence upon Man, as the expefation-of a future re= 
ſurrefion ,, the motive of this conſolation ſprings 
from the belief.we have of God's Onnipotency : 

Foras we believe he hath createdus of nothing, 
ſo we muſt acknowledge his power to reſtore 
us, and raiſe our ashes to a better, and more 
happy condition : Nay if we obſerve the- 
courſe of Holy Scripture, we $hall find the 
214 mot of Saints hath a particular expreſdion g1ven | 

: For they are not ſaid to dye, but to fall 
intoa ſleep, as if their Bodtes after ſeparation 
retained a certain vertye, which had reſemblance 
with their glorifyed Souls. 

In the .Fourth Book of Kings Chap. 13. 
We read that a Carkaſs being rs ing into the 
Sepulchre of Elizeus, was by a touch of his 
Bones reſtored tolife. | 

- St. Hieromrelates how Conſtantin the Great 
conveyed with much Solemnity the relicks of 
St Andrew and St. Luke unto C on{tantinople: 

eArcadis likewiſe the Emperour tranſla- 
ted the relicks of Samuel the Prophet from Fudza 
into Thrafia, 4, wherethey were received with 
oreat. veneration, and joy of the people :'\ All 
whichshews, our Forefathers looked upon 
the remainder of Saints Bodies, not as liveleſs 
fragments, bur as the /ountains of 1: fe, and-bealth; 
as certain pieces God would make inftru- 
mental to miracles, and to works above the” 

power 
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power of nature. Therefore the Bones of Holy 
Perfonsendued with /uch vertne may juſtly be 
qualifyed with joy, and conſequently ir is 
not improper to ſay, That humbled Bones ſhall 
rejoyce. 'f 
Again St. Fobn Damaſcene hath a fine con 
ception; ſaying, zhoſe who imitate the vertues of 
Saints, may be more truly ſaid their rehcks, or impreſſt= 
ons, ' thanthe lamp and maſs of Earth they leave behind. 
He who hath the zeat and ardours of a St, Paul 
in the Converſion of Souls, may be ſtiled 
his lively Image: Who can claim the fortitude of 
a St. Stephen1n accepting the ſtroke of Death for 
Fuftice ſake;will infallibly bear the amp of thar 
Protemartyr: Who carr perform the humble and 
ſpiritual life of a St. Francs, tad wo 
pattern of him, than his own Body, which 
at this day remains emtireat Afiſpmm, asa Te: 
ſtimony of that Glory his Soul enjoyes in- 
Heaven; fothat when we caſt our ſelves in- / 
ro the. mould of their UVertues, we become their 
animated ſtatues, and makethem rejoyce inour 
imitation, as the Angels doarta ſinners Converfin:. . 
itis not unlikely our Holy Prophet alluded 
touch living relicks, when hefſaid humbled bones 
ſhall:rejoyce. Since good Men are here for the- 
m@ſt part crushed in the Worlds eſteem, that 
values nothing but what is great 1n vanity: Yet 
amidſt theſe Clouds of opprefiion, and ſcorns 
Wo thrown ' 
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thrown at'them, they find within them- 
ſelves a ſaixfaftion in performing their duty to 
God, for the fruit of the ſpirit ( ſayes St. Paul) 
7s j2y, .peace, and a thouſand other content- 
ments which atrend a ſtate of imocence; fo 
that itisaningenious Expreſſion of our Pc- 
nitent, that humbled bones thall rejoyee. 

I bave many times wondered, why Al- 
mighty God $should give unto the eAſhes of 
Saints, what he had denyed them whilſt they 
werealive, and made notuſe of any limb, or 
vital mation but forhisſake; that is, many mi- 
races have been wrought, by rouching they 
mouldred duſt of Saints ,'iwho living were ne- 
ver favoured with the power ofany Miracle: 
but as the lives of Saints axe admirable, ſo the_ 
proceedings of Almighty God with them ſeem 
verynyſteriows,''yetT have propoſed {ome rea- 
ſan of this tomy ſell. _ 

: Fils! agbey God will shew by this 
how deaxhis Servants are unto him, and if 
he give:ſo much vertue to their Ales, what” 
may- we ; Exper he doth to tlicir {enineras 
Fouls. fo: BEE 

Next, itargues "OW pratcfuls climbs. 
milityis:10 the fight of God, that thoſe-who 
have. Grucifyed: cheir fleh, and:daily SaEri- 
ficed their Bodies for his name, 'should have 
the __ eAshes of that eAoriifed Body ;' icure 
Diſeaſes 
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Diſeaſes, reſtore fight to the blind,” and raiſe) 
the dead to life. - 

Thirdly, Almighty God will manifeſt the 
difference between a pampered Body; and one mang + 
led by aCts of pennance, the one by all manner . 
of delicacies ſought to preſerve a beauty, and 
make it proof againſttime: Yet oncegrown 
old, or cut off by Death it 1s caſt into obli- 
vion; the other keptin Chains, 'and threatned 
daily withruine, yetat the laſt proves mat= 
ter of veneration even unto thoſe who be- 
fore perhaps contemned ir. | 

You ſce then, how to live in the Me-= 
mory of Men, what Arts to be uſed toraiſe 
a ſtately ſtructure of our ſelves, the materials 
of this muſt be acts of Charity towards our. 

Ne eihbour , and acts of ſeverity towards our 

ſelves, the (Cement muſt be Patience, Conſtancy, 

Reſignation to God's holy will, and the like; 

with theſe Saints have purchaſed glory to them- 

{clves before God, and veneration amongſt 

Men, that even Kings havecrouched with 

bended knces before their 4ſhes, who whillt . 

here poor Pilzrims upon Earth were looked 

_ upon as /diots, and made as1t were the mockery 

of the Yorld; fo that humbled bones at laſt shall 

Triumph, anderect their Trophies, where they 

had been made the ſpoils of Death. 

St. Gregory Nazianzen affirms theeAſhes -- 

Vv [, 
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St. Cyprian were ſo powerful, as no Diſeaſe 
wanted there its remedy, and this T eſtimo- 
ny he received from thoſe very perſons, 
who had been the Subject of his miraculous 


- Cures. 


St. Ambroſe relates of one Severus who be- 
ing blind, by touching only the Cacke: where- 
in were enchaſed the relicks of the Holy Mar- 
tyrs St. Gervaſs and Protafnr, he recovered his 
ftighr. 

gl St. Auſtin recounts many mirades wrought 
by the relicks of St. Stephen, and adds: The- 
benefits obtained at his shrine were ſo great 
and numerous, as whole Volumes might be 
filled with therelation. 

7a fine, there is not a Doctour of the» 
Church, *whoſewritings ſpeak not the wonders 
Heaven hathowned, (even in their time ) 
upon the ſcore of ſupplications made in the 
preſenceand honour of Saints Bodies. 

Nordid this religious Worship of rzelicks 
ſpring up originally with che Ghoſpel, for 
St. Epipbanius brings evidence how the Sepul- 
chers of Eſay, Ezekel, and Feremy were had 
ingreat vencrationamong the Fes, and this 
from the extraordinary ſuccours God conferred on 
diftreſſed People at the 7 ombs of thoſe Holy Pro- 

hets. 

We find likewiſe Exodus 13. that before_ 

Moſes 
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eMoſes conducted the {ſraelites out of Exypt, 
he ordained the Bones of Foſeph to be taken 
up, and born away with Ceremony into the 
Land of promiſe. 

Now why all this? But to verify our 
Holy Prophets afſertion that humbled bones 5hall re- 
joyce; that Death may cauſea ſeparation 'twixt 
Soul and Body, and ſoſecm to Triumph over 
this mortal clay of ours, cannot be denyced: 
Yet if our members have ſerved in purity (as 
Sr. Paul rerms1t ) and merited in life to be- 
the Temple of the Holy Ghoſt, ſuch as theſe 
(thoughexanimated ) may ſtill retain a vertue 
by which they give life and joy to other Be- 
ings. Whence juſtly our Petitioner fore-de= 
clares, and humbled bones ſhall rejoyce. 

Truly itis but rational to conceive there 
Should be a Providence to preſerve from com= 
mon corruption, thoſe Bodies who had been in- 
ſtrumental to many acts of verve, and made 
a daily vidtime by pennance ; For ſince mortality is 
the effett of fn, there ought ar leaſt be ſome= 
thing that hath the reſemblance of immortality to - 
attend thatBody, which hath much contribu- 
ted to the Souls happinels. 

Beſides, we believe our Bodies shall one 
day be glorified and veſted with immortal dotes, 
it is fit then ſuch who have here led ale asit 
were Angelical, without any contamination 


of 
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of ſenſual pleaſures, should anticipate in ſome 
kind their future glorifyed condition, and how 
can this berrer appear, than by imprinting a 
Sovereign verine in their extinguubed eAbes, ſince 
it is decreed a compleat glorification cannot ( un- 
leſs particularly diſpenſed with) be confer- 
red till the univerſal Reſarrettion. 

This admirable operation given to their 
Earthly and liveleſs ſubſtance, as it isa Teſti- 
mony of their Souls felicity, ſois itno leſs to 
us a pledge the moſt dear we could have, by 
which we are aſſured of their watchful and 
compaſlonate care/over us. 4 fine, how 


_ powerfully are we wrought into the imita- 


Lion of their ves, when at their shrines we 
| behold both Death and Nature vanquished, 
and the prodigious effects of humbled; pro- 
irate Limbs lowdly declare, how precious the 
Death of Saints is inthe fight of God. 

Thus our Holy Petitioner hath laid 
openuntous; Firſt, the Fabileys of mind which 
fill a Soul united unto God by love and repen- 
tance: Next, to compleat the Harmony, hey 
tells us our very bones shall not want their 
portion of joy; that if they here be made bare, 
disjoynted, or broken, Almighty God ne- 
vcrlailsto ſweeten thoſe rigours, by internal 
whiſpers and conſolations, which carry them on, 
to perſeverance in their preſſures and debaſe- 

ments, 
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ments, and when Saints have once payed 
this debt to nature, then he gives to the one_; 
part the immediate fruition of his Glory, 
and to the other he often communicates ſuch 
Soveraign vertues, that they, are as it were 
certain previous diſpolitions. to immortas- . 
lity. 

; 7Tis true; the relickof a Saint appears but a 
lamp of Earth liveleſs, inanimate, and 10-15 not \ca- 
pableof joy, yet God making it.the inſlrument 
of miraculous effects, is thereby glorifyed, 
and what everrelates to his bonour 1s matter 
of exultation. Again, Sf. Paul ſaith, that every 
Creature groans; that 1s, feels. chrowes, and 
longing deſires after, their Maker: If then 
thele reſentments be allowed to every Be- 
ing, much more ought we-grant it to. the 
Sacred pledge of a Saints Body, in which 
the Omnipotency, and other:Divine attri= 
butes of God do ſogloriouſly Shine; and hum: 
bed bones ſhall rejoyce. 


The A plication. 


Let us then ſo manage our ſenſes in this 
Ll: fe, enſlaving them to the Lawes of reaſon, 
that after the short courſe of their ſervitude_, 
here, we may arrive to that joy mentioned by 


our Holy Petitioner. Amen. 
XX CHAP, 
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CHaer XIX. 


= Averte faciem tuam a peccatis mers, 
Turn awaythy Face from my ſins. 


Hen Icaft my Eye upon this clauſe of 
WW the Petition, I cannor bur reflett on 
that paſſage of Eſay where he ſayes, iti abiter 
thing. to bave 'once abandoned God; tor after a fin is 
commirted, though itbe ſecret, unſeen, and 
none reprehend us forir, yer we fear every 
ſhadow, fuſpett every book and ſyllable, nor can 
we ever think our ſelyes ſecure and out of 
danger. | 
© St. Auſtm ſfayes, as iniquity is alwayes ac- 
companicd with a neglefoft God, and conſe- 
quently is a kind of Pride, by which we va- 
ſuc our own ſatzfation beyond his honour; ſo 
ſm by a juſt punishment throwes us down» 
below ourſelves; it firſt induces us to a&ions 
unworthy our reaſon, and after that engage- 
ment, what Tyranny like to this «ſurper : For 
having shaken off the fear ffs (who alone 
ought to be the Object of that paſlion ) we_> 


fink into the fear of everything capable to be the 
Term of Senſe; it a ſound, 1t is a loud promnul- 
gation of our Crime, it a Shadow it 1s ſome Am<- 
| buſcado 
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buſcado to ſurprizeus; if the World be &vil, 
they areacts of flattery'ro begutieius,''1t other- 
wile-they are open hoſtilities raited' by Heaven 
to begin that vengeance which will-be con< 
tinued toeternity.. | 7, , n 

. Nay though the aſe of theſe” terrours 
be taken away by the reinfu/ton of grace, 'yet* 
there is a kind of unſertledneſs within us 
which remains ever" after,' and is ready 'to 
break forth upon every repreſentation of 
paſt offences. Witneſs our-Holy Penitent 
whom butalittle before we have ſcen eleva+ 
ted with the aſſurance of joy and proſperity, which 
was toattend both his /prituazand corporal fub= 
ſtance, but now glancing upon' his miſdeeds 
they appear ſo «gh to him, that he belieyes 
it. is impoſlible that-the unfpotted Eye of a 
Divinity can endure fuch abominations ; wheres 
fore leſthe might again beinvolved inthey 
ſame eAbyſsof miſery, he petitions the Face of 
God may beaverted from his fins; asif the 
juft Fudge of Mankind could not makea review 
of his ations, without layingabroad and re= 
viving the e{ſhes of his formercondition. 

Again our Pantent difcreetly weighed 
that God hath a Countenance of Fuſlice as 
well as mercy, todiſpenſe unto his Creatures; 
thatshould the former be caft upon him, he 
wete loſt: For who can ſtand the Face of 


his 
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bis Anger which is a conſuming fre; he knowes 

God is juſt, holy, nay purity and ſanity it ſelf, 
tis not then credible he can have any com< 
placence toinjuſtice, for ſure he mult be- of 
a depraved, and ſordid nature, thathathinor 
adiſdainof whar 1s evil, henceattera/imis com- 
mitted, Almighty God {uſpendsno longer 
the aQtion of his Will, burpaſſesjudemen upon 
itin himſelf, and proſecutes with hatred where he 

finds it, and truly fn deſerves his venveance. 
- Firſt, it deſtroyes Man who is his lively 
. Image, and the moſt noble eAſafter-piece hes 
hath framedin this World, andasa rare Ariſt 
cannot bur be incenſed againſt him who 
| ſpoils his work, So God frowns at Sin, and-it 
appears in his ſight more horrid and execra- 
ble than is the plague, Thunder, or the molt yene- 
mons beaſt.unto the ſenſe of Man. | 
'- Buchis7ndignation ſtops not at the Sin, he 
paſſes on tor the Simmer, who commits and 
admits: it. within himſelf, him he abominates 
as One infeited with the poyſon of Sin, as one 
disfoured, and grown up in ro aMonſtcr, as 
one who hath fcorned the Empire of his So- 
veraign, entertained his Enemy, tranſgreſ[- 

ed, and rebelled againſt his holy Lawes. 
This tuth; ſaith Laftantins, is the Sove- 
_ 7aizn baſis of Religion, and Picty, for who 
would ſerve God if he loved not his faithfal 


Servants, 


” 
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Servants, and: chaſtized not thole that ſcorn 
him; and innothing render that homave and 
reſpet which is due to his greatneſs. We 

Do' but imagine ( ſays a holy perſon) 
with what impetuolity a rapid flream, that hath 
fora while been barricado'd up, doth ar laſt 
finding a little paſſage break through and 

make its way : Or a thunderbolt which for a 
time had been hemmed ina cloud, with what 
a dreadful force it iſlues forth, deſtroying what 
ever happens neer unto it : juſt ſo the anger 
of God, when not reſtrained by his mercy and 

patience, (eifſes upon unfortunate Souls, and 
inflicts immortal and endleſs vengeance upon 

them : this anger inthe next life will be im- 

placable never to be moderatedin the vaſt ex- 
tent of Eternity; for as their Souls will be 

Ecernally contaminated with Sin, ſo will 
they be Erernally odious in the fight” of 
God. 

: From' theſe confiderations our holy peni- 
tent grounds his Sit, and lggeicogy that 
his: face of juftice may be averted from him, 
for to be Rtrook with a million of thunderbols 
would appear bur like a hony dew, if compa= 
red to the zerrour , which the angry hooks of 

. Our 'grcat and good God will ſtrike into a 

Sinner. | T: 

_  Turnawaythy face, thatis, examinenotthy 

= Yy book 
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book of atcountskeptin the archive of Eternity, 
where the debrs of all Men arc enrolled; 
if you will not connive, and pals over our 
ſins, 'burtretain them in your ſighr, and de- 
ſign their . diſcuſſion before your juſt tribunal 3 
alas, *who will be able'to plead his cauſe;" if 
the juſt Man shall with diffeulty be ſaved, where 
can the impions 'shrowd his Head: St. eAuſtin 
pfonounces ws, and deſolation to that perſon, 
whoſelife however pure and holy shall come 
ro be-laid open and brought to the Toit 
withour the Mercy of God. | 

-Whilefſt our Petitioner thus contem- 
plates the afiſproportion®of- Man's: Juſtice with 


God's e; he finds himſelt as it were 


ina Ldbyrin , and aftermmany a prnſive thoupht , 

how to divert the Eye-of his diſpleaſure: two 
Expedientsoccur. UT he vie by calling home 
his en to'eatthly things, and by difown= 
ingall thoſe contentments which Cs he had 
valued beyond the Hommr and Glory of his 
God *by {uppteſling all inordinate paſtions, that 
they break not forth and wander UPON! ms 
Iny Dhyetts : and when heshall havenoatrot 
moridimmion, 6 reproach him; butenjoy dymet 
of Minde;' which knows. no- diſturbance» 
#rfeGwhat ariſes from the florms of repemance : 
In this poſture he hopes, the peaceful Zygof 
Godwill betaken a in behold; ing thethange 
% * wrought 
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wrought in'him, and chat his verives may 
ſerveasavcil cait over-his fs; only he begs 
further tharwhen be $hall deſign hima olance, 
that he would not for all this play the conoys , 
and pry too: narrowly, bur rather the 4i/- 
 ſembler, as if he ſaw no farther than his penitential 
groans and tears. . 
+. Bernard warrants this deſign of our Pe- 

niteptt by hiswown experience; laying, Omy God 
] tranſoreſſed, and thou didſ} feign notto be offended, I 
forbear notmy crimes,” yetthou duſt forvear thy chaſtiſe- 
ments,'i 1 prolonped, and perſevered inmy iniquity,” and 
thea OiLord inthy putty. © 20 
His nextftratagemis to interpoſe the amiable 
penſotvot Jeſus Chriſt, - for if charity coveramultis 
tude of iniquitier, what apreſervative!muſt this ſa 
cred-pledge''of Heaven needs prove that 
propittatorySatrificeprepared by-ſomany ſufferings, 
isa ſhield of protection, a Sanftuary which'the 
Juſtice of God it ſelf cannor-foree;* Hence 
otripenitentexclatmed 5 rept in faction Chriſte 
mi>that if the Mead of Chriſt M'Oroward 
wichThorns were incerpoltd twixe God and 
a2 Sihner ; it would bbſcarei and Cloud! his 
ewittintſ;,” thawhis alJ#inm2Fys clogged With 
benijiitycould not/piefee rhe wiveyſe, notre gme 
comarey of his: inieuvcies. 17 uns away thy face 
frommy /ſins.0190 TIRQL 7 3301] [ce c | " 

> Thi affirtarice Wathiat the'Propher gave 
x | him, 
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him, that his Sin was transferred, and charg= 
ed upon the Shoulders of that all-immaculate 
Lamb, who was to bear away the {ns of the 
World, it is then under this infnite oblation, and 
univerſal expiation he $5hrowds his failings from. _ 
the face of God. 
St. Auſtin obſerves, in God not to tak 
notice, imports the ſame thing as to pardon, 
nor doth the frequent proſperity of wickedpeo- 
ple shake this Truth, for every their leaſt de- 
viation is regiſtred and reſerved till thelaft bit- 
ter account they are to make, however they 
here run on without any ſtop, as if the 
Sage ruler of all rhings took no cogni- 
zance of their actions, and which is done 
parhaps fromaforefight they will perſevere 
to theend inwickedneſs, and having performed 
acts of moral vertues, Godallowes them a little 
calmin this life. | 
But in our ſenſe, when God paſſes over as 
undiſcerned ourfaults, he remits them with- 
out punishment, and ſo ſcems to have been 
a ſtranger to our miſdeeds; but yethe never. 
doththis; that is, never turns away his Face 
from our ſins, unleſs we firſt turn our Face- 
upon them, placing them before our Eyes, 
and. touched with a horrour at their deformity , 
abjure, and proteſt againſt them; having 
done this, we muſt then expoſe that ab- 
ſtraf 
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firat of wonders Chriſt Feſus before the E- 
cernal Father, that his wounded body may 
ſerve as a bulwark to-detend. us, and appeaſe 
his angry looks, which implies the averfpon of 
his Face, or furytrom us. 

Our penitent having in this manner made 
his way, he hopes the effet will tollow, that” 
Godaverting his Face, in that act will give 
him an abolition of his crimes, that ſo he may 
rcap the fruit of a Holy penitential fear. We 
kow St. Peter fared not the worſe, when 
prompted by a /op efleemof himſelf , he requeſt- 
ed his Lord to withdraw from him becauſe a 

ſamer: No moredid the good Centurion loſe any 
thing, in acknowledging his lictleof merit to 
have his houſe bleſſed, and made happy by 

Chriſt's preſence : Soour Penitent's awful re- 

ſpe in declining the Face of his Creatour, 
ſpringing from a ſenſe of his own unworthi- 

neſs; and believing his /msan objef unfitfor 

. an &jye ſo pure and unſtained, may perhaps 

draw benediftions upon him, and contribute 

ina large meaſure to his happineſs. Wherefore 
he goes on ſtill repeating, turn awaythy face from 
my {1ns. | 


The eApplication. 


From this diſcourſe we may learn the agita« 
Z tions 


(182 ) 

tions of a Soul which hath once been de- 
filed with ſn, ſometimes he Figures God 
unto him as an angry judge, and is affrighted 
ro appear before him, then again as a purity 
ſo complear and Eſſential, that though he 
Should be conſcious of no guilt , as having 
been cleanſed, and washed as white as Snoy, 
he dares nor yet ſtand ro the examen: Nay, 
on the contrary it makes him petition to 
have that face ( which is the joy of Angels) 
to be diverted from him : we muſt then in 
imiration of -our penitent fix only to this 
comfort, that humility, repentance, and reverential 
thoughtr , though they keep us here depreſſed 
and under hatches, will at laſt render thar 
face (we would. now decline through the 
rerfotir of our Sins } amiable and pleaſing into 
our poſſeſſion, whereon we may gaze, and 
feed our glorifyed Senſes forall Eternity. 


\ 
- 


CLIUnD - Amen, 
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C8 4: Kk-- 


Et omnes iniquitates meas dele, 
eAnd wipe away all my iniquities. 


gt: Cyril of eAlexandria faith, in the juſtifi- 
cation of a {innerarerequired certain pre 
vious diſpoſitions, amongit which he reckons up 
faith, bope, repentance, and fear : WhenceTI con- 
ccive the apprehenſion of our Holy Peni- 
tent, leſt God should faſtenhis regards up- 
on his iniquities mentioned inthe preceed- 
ing verſe, was initiative, and preliminary 
tothis preſent addreſs, . That hm iniquities. may be 


wiped bay...» hoo yuccrt ina As 

St. A uſlin holds itathing moſt rare, that 
any.5hould. embrace ( briftian; Religion, who 
have not firſt received within them an im- 


-. That the Nine became Penitent; and 
Shrowded:themſclves under.a' veil of Sack- 
doth, and Aſbes; The only caul; was a fear of ven- 
geance: threatned them by the-preaching! of 
0145, 9 Ir{3.2 3 419 
fi St. Hieromupon the Firſt Chapter of MMa- 
lachy ſayes, behold O Lord how the fear of puniſhment 


diverts 
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diverts us from evil, and that the priviledge of being 
your ( bildren ariſes from a ſervile apprehenſcon. 

Our Penitent was not ignorant of this, 

' when after a dread conceived of God's juds- 
ments, he immediately proceeds (as if pre- 
pared by that terrour) to demand an abolition 
of his crimes. Wipe away my iniquities. 

Beſides he here explicates himſelf more 
fully, that in caſe he do procure the Face of 
God to be averted, then he 1s confident, the_ 
ſequel will be an expuljion of fin by grace. For 
it were abſurd that faith ; love, and otherqua- 
lities inherent; should be neceſſary rodiſ- 
poſe us for pardon, and yet the formal effef to 
be extrinſecal, and a juſtice not ours, but im- 
putedtous. -St. Pauldefides this in his Epi- 
tle tothe Colofians. CHriſt bath freed ws from the 
power of darkneſs and transferred us into the Kingdom of 
the love of by Son. Where youſcethe infuſion 
of jiſtice (by which a Man becomes pious ) 
ſucceeds ro the Remiſſion of /&, by which 
we ceaſe tobe impioy, and juſt as theeAir by 
the ſame ray of the Sun, hath not only its 
darkneſs expelled, but alſo is filled with F-kr 
ſorhatime Sorof Juſtice communicating un- 

_ toMan his divine grace, doth at once by this 
gift diſperſe the Clouds of fin, and reple- 
nish him with the ſplendour of inherent Fu» 


tice. 8 | 
| The 
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| The ſame Apoſtle.ad Ram.5; rakes away: 
all doubt in this point; ſaying, that ther grace 
of God 1s diffuſed tnto-our hearts by the Holy Ghoſt, 
who © oivenuntow; and that, -nomiſtake in 
this Textmay happen , St: eAi/tinexplicates. 
it in this Senſe. The-chartty of God i ſaid to fill 
 onrr hearts, notwith that love by which he loves us, - but. 
bythat by which we love him. ; It is then in this founs 
zainof love, which ſprings within us, whoſe 
over-flowing ſtreams ariſe from: Chriſt's "do- 
nation; in theſe we are. washed, weare-: 
ſanQifycd, and made-juſt;: by this: regenes 
ration We. are {aid to: become anew Creature, 
| and from an Enemy purchaſe the titleof be-- 
ing the Son of. God, all which powerfully/im- 
port. a mutation and: real change within, 
US: | 2, ID3 SHOODSIH «OLA 
- >::St. Fobn 10 his Firſt Epiſtle fayes, he. that 
doth juſtice is juſt: Abel was juſt in thathe ſacri= 
ficed unto God withalbthe circumſtances of 
homage duc''untoa ſupream-Being i:\oahb 
juſtirs thathe gave credit unto/God,: feared 
hisjudgements, and'obeyed his commands: 
St. Duke affirms:Zachiy.and Eligabeth' ro be:juſt 
from-their compliance] and abedienet-to. 
Divine precepts; ſo that it is-clearthe Priz« 
cipleof theirjuſtification was:mheren, aridthat 
nothing exrrinſickarimputativecar-beithe 
formal cauſe of our ations, for.it not'ifſu- 
fr Aaa ing 


(186) 
ing from ſomething within us, we cannot own 
them to be ours. 

Our Holy Penitent filled with ſupernatu- 
ral illuſtrations, was not a ſtranger ro Divine 
Lawes eftablished in order to Man's converſion : 
Wherefore he knew well his Petition, to 
have his iniquities flrook off, involved the gift of 
erace by whoſe power alone they were to be 
deſtroyed. 

Nay, even Natural Reaſon will lead us to 
ths Truth, for juſtification 1s a motion from fin to 
juſtice, whence. irs name is derived, as calefa- 
Fion from heat: Now it is evident to expel cold, 
will not be thought cakfaftion,.unleſs the 
quality of heat be introduced: So the bare 
remiſiton- of fin, cannot amount ta an af of 
juſtification, withour the conſecution of Fu- 
flice;- which is the Znd, wetend to in this mo- 
Hon: T0 7.57 a 
- Beſides, juſtification is not beſtowed: on us 
by God meerly to avoid punisment, it is de-. 

ned aswellto fius for Heavenly rewards, 
this St. Paul teſtifyes ad Rom. 8. ' That God glo- 
_ rife whom behatkjuſtifyed; of which:glory ajanple 
abſobtion carinotbe rhe Suljef, fincenoperſon. 
by a jadicial feknence clearing him from guil, . is 
thouphe by that to merit a'repard, bur'to 
exchange theicondition of an eny for thac 
of a friend, 'of 4 domeſtick, nay of x dilde, this 
271 | muſt 


Ll 
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mult needs be wrought by ſotnething more 


than a bare.condition. 
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In chrs Pecition then he implores virtu- 
ally the infu/ron of juſtifying grace, a divine qua- 
lity inherentin the Sb which like a bright 
ray of the Sun diſperſes all the'Clouds of je, 
before whole preſcnee' withouta miracle it 
cannot ſubſiſt vac ſolemmoment : Itlikewiſe 
cnclines the Soul to Chriffian duties, and from 
that ſource do flow all the wertnous, and pious 
sHons. we perform: Foras' fmcxpells juſtice, 
being oppolite to habitual grace," not only by 
way of privation, but contrariety: So a ſupream aft 
of love oppoſes habitual fin, amdiby-xcontra- 
ry.working, as an effiaent cauſe deftroyes'it. . 
Whence infufon of grace, andatletion of jardo as 
infallibly ſucceed tofuch an-att of love; as 
the.infuſion of arational ſort into 'x Body after 
bumaiie generation. Thus our Petitioner like 
a:quaint Pen-man;; fo.:couches his demandl 
astacomprize in them much more than'the 
letter ſeems to expreſs: Wipe away all my iniquities. 
This word. al 'is emphartickyoand-cxprefies - 
with ſome eneryy. adefire not only tothaves 
thoſe ſins which appeartbefore bm, 'and:'re- 
proach his meratitude;} :to be remitted! :' But 
alſo what ever are ſctupon hui fcorexintthatieter- 
nal Book of accounts, 'andTentradted by 
him, either through ignorance,- inadverience,” or 
3C oblivion, 
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oblivien, in notdiſcharging what he owes for 


n 


their expiation. 
Our Petitioner had reaſon to add this 
Pariicle, and frame his Petition full, if wes 
reflet upon what So/omon ſayes Ecilefraſt.ch.8, 
T bat all things concerning another life fhall bere be wrapt 
up in doubts and uncertainties. No ſecurity of our.ſtate 
whether markt out to puniſhment,;or reward: For 
were there any mcans to this diſcovery, .the 
benefits of God would lay it open; 'yetwe 
find theſe indiſcriminately diſpenced tothe 
juſt and impios.; to preſerve ſome in humility , 
he loads them with affiidion;',>.left. others 
Should deſpair;he fills them with abundant con- 
folations ; foipehe draws by the Lure of temporal 
ble /ings3 to ta:buoy them up fromweſpairy orin 
reward of. ſome. moral yertue; othershe ſteeps 
in the-bitterneſs. of wants anddiſgraces,>to 
ſtop:the Carreer of pride, and exveſe; and by a 
patetnal correftionhe preſentsan opporgus- 
nity:by which they are eitherdeterred>wom 
{in;.-ermay ſatisfy inthis lifefortheir tranf\ 
grefions. Sometimes again\\the:doomiof 
punſbniew/begins here which-is to laſt for 'ger- 
nity,i,fo:thatneither adveyty, norproſperiyy.give 
us anyibght: into theftate\of Men's iconſciencer , 
whenee-'our:-Penitent,: Fearing left:any un- 
known, guile may-ſtain his-Soul; -peritions 
that alibis Iniquitjezmay be takgnaway iis 19i{gi2 MIL 
ETON St. 
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| St. Paul confeſſes after a-ſevere inquiſi- 
tion of himſelf rhough he found no matter 
of accuſation, yet he durſt not truſt to his own 
juſlifcation; knowing well, the judgments of 
God and eMenare very difterent, and if we 
groap ſo muchin our own concerns, what mad- 
neſs upon every ſlight conjecture, and fſur- 
miſe, to pals ſentence of condemnation upon 
our A\crghbour : T his favours not the Spiris 
of an eApoſile who would haveno other Um- 
pirethan Chriſt the rrue ſearcher of hearts; and 
the fame maxime was fixed in our Holy Pent« 
zent, who not daring toſecure himſelf from 
all imputations, cryes out; wipe away all mf 
iniquities that no ſm, upon whataccount cons 
tracted, may eſcape the Seal of God's pardon. . 
' How many have been ſeen who beheld 
themſelves withan Eye of ſatufationas patterns 
of innocency, as poſſeſlingawithin themſclves 
the treaſure of grace, toagreat proportion; and 
yet brought to the Teſt were found emp) Vef- 
ſels, and poor Objects of fraikyand malice. St. 
Petertold his bleſſed Matlter he was ready to 
attend him unto Priſons, nay, even to Death 
itſelf; but the event proved he had not they 
Ground-work of ſuch a y within him. Sr. 
Paul whilſt he played the fierce Lyon, preying 
upon the Blood of Chriſtians, -believed -alb 
his flames wereenkindled by ajuſtzealof God's 
; Bbb Holy 


' 


(190) | 

Holy Lawes, and how do we know butma- 
ny actions of ours may proceed froma groſs 
ionorgnce, Which will not render us inexcu- 
{able at the latter day; what greater Evidence _> 
of integrity.than to Sacrifice fe in any caule, 
andyetthis we haveſcen done on either {ide 
of two: opinions diametrically oppolite to 
each other: Both theſe propole unto them- 
ſelves Almighty God aboveall things amiable- 
as the, mative of their ſufferings, yet without 
diſpute one ofthe two muſt needs be invalved 
inerroxrs, and in the total privation of grace: Hhw 
juſtly then doth our Penitent( ſuſpending all 
f#doement of his condition ) beg that all his ini- 
quities may be takenaway; that if he have 
nat perfett Charity. he may obtain. it, if he go 
iſtray, he may be reduced into the right path, 
if-4n darkzeſs he may be filled with !ight, and 
fnee we arc i2norantgf our ownſtate, and that 
God hath ad the knowledoe of this Truth 

tahimſelt, he is reſolyed in his petition ne- 
vet toomit'thisclauſes, Et omnes iniquitates meas 

del ;1 knd wipe away all my iniquities. + = 
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21Inparſuance of this deign wearc in regard 
ofrour owinInfrwity;; and: indiſpotion never to 
Lulttour ſclyesin ſec; fince God's promiſes 
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in order tothe remflion of ts require on out. 
part, chatwe be worthily diſpoſed forith&res 
ception of the Sacraments: : Now to haveanin 
fallible, afſurance of this: fined diſpgfition; or thariwe 
arenot guilty; of forme ſecrerpride;».ſ6me mortal 
/nuandiſcoycred,; loincimordenate tleaving tothe 
Warld, andthelike,-15by God's Providence 
locked vp:in his-owtsBreafty ſo to:keep us 
bunble,;,, waryys. and in; fear otylhis judgments 2 
Whercfore all we have co db; :is.tohope in 
themercy ot God, inthemerits of Chrift's paſii< 
0nz/ arid efficacy of the Sacramencs, and 'chen 
conclude with the ſame Prayenof. our Peni< 
tent; [that all'our defelis andirwnſareſconr whe- 
thegknown dr concealed rouditnay be blotted 
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broitght-1nto fhape.z: by: curting off all choſe 
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Excreſcencies, which made him monſtrous in 
God's Eye : Now he petitions ( believing 
his wholc frame vitiated, and unfit for his 
defign ) thata newmodel might bedrawn up of 
him, and new materials inſerted inthe whole firu- 
ture, Inorderto this, he frſt moyesto have 
2 clean heart created in him; this shews him_ 
a wiſe, and bold beggar, that will nor be con- 
tent with ſoapps, but askes a weaſure which 
may enrich, and enable him to give ro his 
Benefattour : For this addreſle implyes a refor- 
mation of all the faculties of his Soul; the Seri. 
pture expreſling frequently by the ' name of 
Heart both the underſtanding, Will, and eemo- 
7): Sothatalltheſe once purityed, and adorn- 
ed with innocence, he will be able to produce 
Heroick als of faith and hope; and the daily in- 
fluence of divine favours ſtill riſing in his ima- 
9ination, muſt nceds enkindle flames of Charity 

within him. | 
St. Hierom compares ;ſanttifying grace with 
the eſſence of the Soul, foras thepowers, and na- 
tural faculties (which are the inſtrument of ac i< 
on ) low from the eſſence: Sofromipracearedi- 
{tilled into thepowers of the Soulall thoſe vertues 
by vvbich theyare moved andioarryeon- 
towhattheyad: Graethenisdikea wm Be- 
ins yyhichelevates eAfanabovelis naturabcon- 
dition; and puts himinto acapacitofpoſieſling 
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God who is his ſupernatural -end;. and by eotis 
ſequence it oughtlikea noble:Queenbeattend- 
ed with a train of infuſed hibirs of Vertues: 
The. Theological turnish'us with 'wings to fly in 
aſtraight Line unto God; 'the'Cardinal ſet us 
inajuſt comportment of holineſs towards our 
Neighbour, and our ſelves: Nay, when Sanfi« 

fying Frace $hall no more be clogged with the 
Maſs of the Body, and relicks of jn, her'laſt 
opcration will-be to produce unto us the clear 
viſion of God, accompanied with beatifick love 3 
for the c{ſcntial parr of grace 'istheſamething 
with Glory, and only diftinguighed like to 
what is perfe&t, from thatwhichisleſs per- 
fect, or as'a;thing ibegun» from what is 'fis 
nished and complear; 0 {0qu tLortig 

This SanTifying.Grace theh isthe fonritainour 

Penitent-thirits after;'| for-thepurifying his 
Hearr, and if once washed ini ithisi/Feam hey 

may juſtly call itajdears heart; witnofSthe Pro- 

phet Ezekiel. Chap- 6:1] will ſhower'down upon you 
apure water, ' and ut wilb cleanſe yu jramall your iniqui- 
ties: If this ſtain confiſbin aperverſe at on 
unretracted;! SanTif)mporacerecdltlsthisperoctſe 
ation by at: habitual Rs Gody and 
fſubriſfion to his Holy Wall: : BY ifſpeak ay'ofence 
to God, grace repairs this Mn tand'makes 
that injurious Actioninomo zvobuntary-5 ff his 
agneſs ſpring; from'an enniy' with God; grace 
_— Wer - appealcg 
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appcaſcs all his anger, and changes it intoa 
love of complacence as a necellary effect ; not that 
to love us he hath any need, but becauſe a Soul 
enriched with Graccis juſt, and rigbteous, and 
whileſt it is in ſucha condition, God. can- 
not bur delight himſelf in an obje& ſo worthy 
and deſerving.- If his deformity involves an» 
obligation to eternal puniſhment , grace clears all 
that ſcore, raiſing a Soul to thatdegree asshe 
is worthy of Heaven : Now 'tis impoſlible 
| that being in aſtate capable of enjoying him, 

She can be lyable to ch a debt, wherefores 
there is nothing ſo hideous, and abominable 
ina /inmner, whichgracedoth not deſtroy. '1 hus 
you {ce what an expedient our Holy Pcnitent 
hath pirched upon to arrive by it to his de- 
fined purity, _ if he obtain his demand, he_ 
knowes his work 15 done; that is, the operation 
of grace is 10 infallible, as the eff is not to 
be hindred: For itis not poſſible thata Soul 
at - the ſame time:can be innocent, and guilty, 
holy, andimpious; have a Right to Heaven 
and lyableto eternal death: So that being once 
drowned in this purifying Ocean, he reccives a 
pledge of all the: feliaty that cither the nature> 
of e{ngels ore Men is capable off. NONen) 

 Butiit maybe objected, that our Petiri# 
oner.may fall. .short of his expettation even; 
thoughhe obtain his demand: For we ſcema« 
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ny holy habits introduced with grace, to lyec as 
dead within us; no wayesdiſpofing us ſenſi- 
bly to ſupernatural ations ; Nay on the contrary, 
that perſons ſocnriched are often diſturbed, 
and haraſſed with the inſo/encies of perverſe 
inclinations: Now the reaſon of this 1s, that 
the effets of Grace are ſpirimal, and withour 
the Sphere of ſenſe, ſo that theſe ſupernatural ver- 
tes being of 4 quitedifferenrt rank from the 
vitious propenſzons of our corrupt nature, they do 
not by their preſence neceflarily deſtroy 
them. This pojtion our Penitent admits, 
knowing that God obliges :nor himſelf to 
communicate unto every Sou/ all kind of ſu- 
pernatural vertues as a nereſſary dependance on Santi 
Jing grace ; but that hodiſtributesto ſome more 
to others leſs, in reference cither to their wart, 
their. diſpg/tion, or the Series of us Holy Pro- 
vidence, which deals the meaſwir of his favours 
accarding to his will. . ow - 
...; Having weighedall this, he recolleQts his 
thoughts as toha own particular, and remembers 
how before he defiled himſelf with jm. God - 


had- witneſſed a jatryfaction in the choice of | 
him, making him the oje# of: his moſt ob= 
liging {iberalities, next, heconſiders that when 
God ispleafcd to ſigh his pardowand letters of 
grace unto a fnner, he doth notionly free him 
from eternal puniſhment for what is paſt, _ 

"CST: ores 
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ſtores all the weaſure he had' hoarded apinthe- 
ſunſhine : of this-favour , nay more, conferres 
an:addition of grace in that very pemitential 'a# by 
which he concurs with his merciful call *; ':$9 
that he hath reaſon -ro hope if he- purchaſe a 
clean heart ,\\thar is, if'it be {prinkled' with 
 the:dew iof ſanttifying grace ,' his underflandins 
now ſtapified in the miſts of fn, will receive 
itt: wonted: irradiations, :his' will born down_ 
withthe weight of ear:bly affetions, will breath 
forth\ag ain \ajorous languiſhmems ater eternal de 
lighisg his memory which now records the'noply 
oprcits of ſenſual pleaſures; : will be taken up inthe 
holy etertainnemts of a ſpiritual life, -and'iin ſequel 
of this;1 herhinksirnovprefumprion to-be- 
lieve ;'he'skatl:find: himſelf inthe” fame, if 
notbetter.contiition thanibefore his-fal3'and 
inpoſlefiowbfF all thoſe preciaritles the Di 
vine Oracle had once pronounced of bins. 
This meditation puts him upon greatiteſolves 
howto ponfinced and: #1ptove the pmicy hel ſues 
for;irthatit ny moreſtriqtlyunttebimnto' God 
who is'hibifmd end} His' bopeziland \behrivade; 
 wherefore cvery moinent” herd foubleshhis 
pbrition. 21 C reateinme OG oda depIbednrenm oil 
12i| Another motroe-ofi this ihis\Pecivien 2s), 
amuthat therhea.is the fourte oÞ all euytc Tis 
frbrmericerhat Homlade, Adutrery,'Thejs) avid 
athee){irisapife; 'whioh' gays oqrcafion mfto 
- 07} many 
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_ many preat wits to aſſert, that ihternal tranſore/ſ- 
' fansalone were punished by. God, and-it at 
any:rime the: ſcourge of: his anger ſeems -to 
fall heavy upon external afs,,>1t was: meerly 
upon the ſcore of bad example, whole: conſequences 
are:for the molt part very pernicious to: Mans 
kind: Betides,: as' the beart. is-the, fountain of 
all evil, ſo isit noleſs of all:good:: For they 
\ . . ES "hy . 
goodneſs and malice of every attion conſliſts-1n its 
conformity with reaſon ; which rule - cannot be 
ſquared out by external atts, becaulc the. power 
thatſers them on work; cannotdiſcern whe- 
ther the objettbeſutable ro resſorar no. ' This 
alone. belongs to the awnderſtanding,” and in ſe- 
quelto rhe Will, by whoſcdirection itisled: 
It isevident then that onthe motion of-they 
heart C which: expreſſion comprizes the three 
faculties of the Soul as Haidin the beginning ) 
depends the blame, and: praiſe 'of whatſoever 
wedo: For that anattion:'may be faid tobe, 
of Man; the underſtanding muſt firſt give its ap= 
probation,, by which he. doth'ic knowingly; 
next, the will is to make its ele#ton,' and in that = 
owns its /iberty: Laſtly, the memoryis for the 
moſt part filled with various Images of 'Ter- 
reſtrial Objeas, by whichit ſolicits the will 
to vainand bad deſires, ſo that, if theſe three 
be reformed, he queſtions not but to deface all 


the fantomes and repreſentations of this 
vaibs: Ddd World 
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World: which have led him ſo aſtray, and 
by a total diverſion fromall that'is Earth, to 
repoſe quietly in God: That then his under- 
flanding: raay receive the irradiations of a boty 
light, 'his will beconſumed jn the flames of a 
purelove; his memory ſtriprt of all rhe ſpecies of 
vain-objets, he inceſlantly repeats :. Create in 
me O'Godacleanheart. 
. .. :StGregoryſayes that Abe's Sacrifice was ſo 
highly acceptable unto God in that he had 
firit offered up the ſame in his heart, ſo that 
it was notthe beft of his flocks, but the devotion 
of his heart, which ſer a value upon that a#ion. 
Again, thegloſs ſayes, it isnot the loudneſc 0f 
the voice, 'but the /ovingreſs of the heart which 
ſounds ſweetly in God's Ear; ſo that if you 
ſtrikenot upon this ffring, and according to 
thoſe notes which our greateMufttian hath ſet 
down, you will bur jarr, and make a difſonancy. 
ungrateftul ro your Creatour. This our Ble\- 
fed Saviour ſufficiently hinted in St. «Id at- 
thew, 'when- he ſayes, They bonour me with their 
lips, but their heart « far fromme : Which imports, 
that though our Lips, Eyer, Hands, and cve- 
ry other patt-ſpeak Sanfity and Holineſs; yet” 
if our Hear: that great Wheel give not motion 
to the reſt, the End will be nothing bur diſ< 
order and confuſion. 3 os WIN 
Itis ſtoried of St. Catharine of Sienna, that - 
reading 
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reading this verſer of: David:;vshe petitio- 
ned fora new heart, belicvingiher own to be - 
defiled with Sin ; for her tye repreſented 
to her every rhe /eaſt defet as a monſtrous defor- 
mity: The iſſue of this her Addreſs was, that 
Chriſt our Lord appeared to; her, opened 
her breaſt, took out her beart ,- and thus left 
her heartleſs, but not hopeleſs;; in this plight 
she continued ſomedays, when her amorous 
makerreturns, andfilis the void place he had 
left with. his ownheart:» O happy exchange, ſo 
that for ever after'this bleſed:Saint was wont 
to. conjure our Saviour, that he Should. have 
care of his own heart: if then St. Catharine pro= 
ſeeutting rhe form of anothers petition met 
with ſo good" ſucceſs, have we not reaſon to 
conclude the like amorous enterchange befel our, 
boly prophet , eſpecially if we refle& upon 
what God {ayes of him , that he had. found 4 
eMan according to bis own heart, that is, who 
in all chings/ollow the motion and impulſe 
ofthatheart I gave him: | Bur{conceivethis 
Exchange in the Legend of Sr. Catharine is-not-.. 
underſtood to be Phyſical and real, the moral 
is, when Goddeſtroyesina ſinners heart the 
foul- Characters he there had forged, he 
takes hispencl, marksirt for his own, draw- 
ing upon ithis divine gifts and favours; whence 
St & mbroſe ſayes, atthe latter day the reproach 
of 
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of aſinner will be to have blotted cut the 
fair Images of innocence and fimplicity-of heart; - de- 
lineated by the Hand of God, and in the 
Room to have ſetup his own #dol of ſhameand 
vanity ; leſt then any oFthoſe hideous ſpectres 
may appear at thar dreadful Tribunal he5 
now implo res, that the Table of his hears, as 
yet capable of other impreſlions, may be 
run o're with the /trokes of his mercy: To this 
end he crycs ; (reate in me O God adeanheart. 
When the. Machabees had regained the 
Temple of $19, their reſolution-to'deftroy 
the eAltar prophaned by eAntioahurwas com- 
mended, becaule all their Ceremorfies - of 
Purification, whilſt the eAltarſtood,” could ne- 
ver have washed away the opprobyyof that con- 
gnden, if oO ; IN OTE. 
Our holy penitent was fixed on the ſame 
principle, for beholding his ſoul: contami- 
nates. by: his tranſpreſsions, his: wholc contri- 
' Fanceis, that there may be no. witneſs exrant, 
nor any eAſonment remain of his infideli- 
ty, whereforehe begs a receatior, ' or rather 
ſuch aproduction of habits oppoſit to what he 
had contracted, as it might not-appear the 
ſame thing: He would not have it created 
anew, ( forhe knew it to be incorruptible, and 
immortal butthat God woulddaign ſo to 
renew 1t, as 1t might ſeem anew-( reation; for 
to 
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to reſtore it to its former condition of inn 
cence, was all one as to creat it that whereas 
before his heart was like a Yorld-without a Sun, 
excluded both from light and: heat, now upon 
this tranſmutation it might become more pure, 
than Snow, whiter than eAik, and more 
beatitiful than thepoliſhed Saphir. That where- 
as before it was like a City burnt, ſacked, and raſed 
ro the ground; for the future it might prove 
a- forireſs impregnable againſt all the Worlds 
allurements. "That whereas before it was like a 
habitation deſerted and made a refuge only for 
Toads, Spiders, and Snakes ; hereafter it might 
ſerve as a Temple tor the Holy Ghoſt, attended 
on with aretinue of ſupernatural and moral ver 
tues., That whereas before he had not Eyes 
but to pre into the faults of others, for they 
time to come he might be quck>/ephied only to 
difcern his own miſdeeds. Laſtly, whereas he 
had left God to follow fn, and at the ſame 
time became as it were a [ranger to himſelf, 
now he ſues for adean heart that he may reco= 
ver himſelf, and ſo return to his God, ho- 
ping like the Prodigal Son to find ſome little, 
Corner of retreatin his Fathers houſe ; though 
it be but in the nature of abireling. Theſe are 
' his aims, and which heawaitsas the effefs of 
his eALetamorpboſed beart,he knowes on its tem- 
per depends the conliſtence of aliverizes, and 
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if that foundation be well laid, it will be the 
more ſecure for him to reenter his former 
poſſeſſion. He is not likewiſe ignorant, that of 
all the gifts wherewith God hath ennobled 
Man, 1t is not only out heart he exaCts inre- 
quital, hence it is that the Enemy of «Mankind 
layes all his batteries particularly againſt it, 
inſomuch that Sr. C bryſotome affirms there is 
notany Nation, Gy, or Perſon inthe wholes 
World, againſt whom ſo many defigns are ſet 
on Foot both by open force and treachery, as are 
machinated againſta poor difreſſed heart; and 
which is yet more deplorable, that moſt of 
its Zxemies are hatched, and trained up with- 
in its own Breaſt, who like the Yipertears a+ 
ſunder the womb that bare them. Beſides, they 
are all armed compleatly againſt it, whileſt 
this defendant to preſerve it ſelf againſt ſoma- 
ny Harpyes and ravenow Y // ofves, hath nothing 
but a poor wi{, and this weakned extreamly - 
enfeebled by original fn; ſo that many times 
tis ſooverpowred, what by the charms of 06- 
jefs preſented to her, what by their imports. 
nity, and near approach, that unable to make 
any offen/ive; nay, orſo much as defenfreeplay, 
all she can do, is to diſown and diſavow any com- 
pliance, proteſting againſt the violence of 
all her nutinous paſſions. In theſe diſtreſſes our 
Penitent knew well it was neceſſary to have 
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a cleanheart, that is, a heart ftatedin thatper- 
fetion, as might diminish thee; of origiaad 
fn , for a Soul arrived once atperfettion, 
performs acts of vertzes with ſuch facility as if 
he ſeemed not to have: forfeited origmal juſtice, 
and though uſually this happineſs is not pur- 
chaſed butby a long tract of anwearied prafiſe, 
yet God can ſupply all this by a ſuperabundant 
Collation of his Grace, and with theſe hopes, he 
confidently and inceſlantly tunes forth, create 
in me O Godaclean heart. 


The eApplication. 


Here we arc taught that inall ouractiong 
we muſt attend to the jincerity of our intentions, 
foritis notthe material thing wedo, thatgives 
a value to them, but the ſource from whence 
they ſpring; and if that be qualifyed with 
a pure defignment to aim only at God's glory, then 
itis cvident they procced from a heart fashi- 
oned by the hand of God, and directed b 
his a-moving Spirit. St. eAuſtinſayes, we hall . 
berewarded, or punished, according tothe 
will by which we have ated. eAbraham loſt 
not his Son, nor likewiſc did he loſe his me- 
rit, becauſe it is the ſame moral goodneſs which 
reſides in the inferiour and exteriour at, and ifthe 
one be obſtructed, this takes not off the y_ 
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dueto the other ; juſtas the Suris (till aminour, 
though a ( loud ſometimes hinders the effet of 
his beams : Letus bleſstheretore our good God 
who contents himfelf with the heartzand let 
usdiſpoſc that alwayesrcady for his _— 
Its | | men. 


GX ai XXII. 


Et Spiritum rettum, innova in viſceribus mers, 
And renew in my Bowel aright ſpirit. 


0) Holy Penitent in this clauſe keeps the 
method ofa wiſe Petitioner, having an Eye 
not- only to his preſent ſuccour, but alſo how to 
ſettle a conflant ſupply': For to have implored 
adean heart would avail him little without a ſen- 
tineland guard to protect this fountain from im- 
pure hands: Hewas not ignorant that the will 
is 2 bhnd faculty that muſt be direted, where- 
forc he petitions here in behalt of his #nder- 
ſlanding, that it may receive thoſe /zgbts which 
are neceſſary for his conduF in all-the occur- 
rences of this life. Renew in my Bowels a right 
ſpit. 1 £245 
4 This ſpiritualreftuude conſiſts in two heads, 
| ro 
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ro wit, faith and morality : The frft teaches 
what weowe to God, the other what is due to 
our Nergbbour and our ſelves; the firſt diſco- 
vers unto us the perfetions,and attributes of God, 
and of theſc. gives us a molt certain knowledpe 
not lyable to any errour, becaulc it is 
grounded on the Teſtimony of God, which is 
more i»fallible chan our reaſon, ſenſes, or appari- 
tions of the dead. 

Now that this certitude in matter of Faith - 
ought to be of all things molt unqueſtion- 
able, iscyident: For Man is obliged to pre- 
fer God before all created things, to ſet a 
value upon the works of his ſervice beyond any 
proper intereſt of riches, honour, nay of life, which 
is frankly to be expoſed in defiance of all the 
crueities that can be inflicted, 'rather than to 
fail inthe leaſt title of what Faith preſcribes as 
due to our Creatour:It were then very {ſe- 
vere:we Should be tycd to forfeit what is 
moſt;precious to us:in this: World, and,to 
ſuſtain that which we,moſt abhor, and allthis 
for a thing that is duhidns, - uncertain, and lable 
to errour. Whereforcinall teafon the kpaw- 
l:dze we have by Faith-ought, to be the. moſt 
depurated from droſs 'of doubt, 'Or vacillation : 
Now what-can be more ſecure 'and fatisfa-, 
Qtory than to be taught by God himſelt, /in- 
ſtructed by his word and revelation, who is2 ſ#- 
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pream verity and cannot reveal a falſhood, and 
which is conveyed unto us by the Church, who 
is the immediate receptacle of Drvine truths, ſo that 
itis inconceivable how any expedient could 
be found more efficacious toquict the minds 
of Men in religious duties than this of Revelation. 
In other vertues God feems to treat with 
us familiarly, and as equalls, laying down rea- 
ſonto move us to embrace.them; but in mat= 
ter of Faith he playes the Sovereipn, he com- 
mands, forbids, threatens, promiſes, and 
_ delivers things which ſurpaſs all imaginati- 
on; and this without any evidence, Or reaſon of 
their exiſtence; now though at rhe firſt 
olance this proceeding ſeems harsh, yer ſec- 
rioufly weighcedir will be found a ſtroke of his 
goodneſs; for whilſt we believe amidſt theſe 
Clouds and obſcurity, it ſpeaks more loud 
an a& of our freewil/ which is the ſpring of me 
rit, preſuppoling the exiſtence of grace: For if 
where we moſt contradict our {elves, there 
is a Subjef of greatermerit, certainly in nothing 
1andoth more deveſt himſelf of his indina- 
tions than in «frof Faith, for herenounces his 
natural way of knowledge by reaſon, and ſenſe; 
he Sacrifices his underſtanding to God's ſimple 
word, and believes all the greatneſſes and wonders 
of the Divine Being, and my/teriou works, meerly 

| becauſe hehath laid it, "7 
[1 | Qur 
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Our Holy Penitentdeſirous to be irradi= 
. ated with theſe unerring notions, petitions that 
a right Spirit may be reſetled in him, for 
ſuppoſing Man's End or Beatitude, which is 
to kww, ſerve, love, and glorify God in all E- 
'ternity; we muſt in order to this end raiſe 
our underſtanding and affetions to obje&s which 
outſtrip the power of ſenſe, and exceed the- 
reach of our natural reaſon; the afs of Religi- 
on by which we pay our duty to God, being 
ſupernatural,and juſtly proportioned to Beatitude 
co which they tend; now Manof himſelf with= 
out ſomelight from above,cannot frame any 
ſupernatural aft, of himſelf he knowes not” 
what homage and ſervice 'is due to his Sovereion 
eonarch, nor with whar Sacrfices he ought to 
appeaſc his anzer, and pay the tribute of thanks, 
and adoration, wheretore:he begs, that he him- 
{e]f would: teach himand be his Maſter, that 
he may not like rhe fentiles follow the yain- 
diamens of ſenſe, but ſerve him as he would 
be ſerved, and in that\manner as might be 
molt agreeable to his divine will, which hesball - 
infallibly perform:ifheidaigntofill himwith 
his right Spirit; and renew zn my bowels a right 
Spirit. 1 2219 ni 021ER 1 910; 
” But whilſt he'ſnes: that this Spirit albguid- 
ing of Truth may be infuſed into his boyels, 
thatis diffuſed through the wholee an, -in- 
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ſuch ſort that every partide of him may feel its 
operation, he is not1 ſay ſo tranſported as not to 
conſider what he asks, and in that the great con- 
deſcendency of God, who diſdains not to con- 
verſe with Men, he deals not with them as 
he doth with eAngels, where the ſuperiour inte/- 
ligences inſtruct the inferiowr, but by himſelf an 
increated wiſdom, he conveys unto our happy 
Ears the myſterious wonders of our Faith : It 1s 
by him weare taught thatal! þn is forbidden, 
even tothe leaft thouoht or defrre; that God is to 
be /ovedaboveall things, and fn to be abomi- 
nated in the higheſt degree, ſo that the exa# 
obſerver of his Laws muſt be holy and enriched 
with all vertues; there is nothing in our Faith 
that ſpeaks not the greatneſs of God, nothing 
that 1s not ſublime, rranſcending, and what 
becomes not an infinite Majeſty, he layes 
down nothing of eternal things that ſounds 
the leaft imperfetion : So-that the compleat kwow- 
ledoe of them muſt needs ihvolveia' joy eternal, 
ſinceeven in the tranſitory paſſage of this life, 
we experience the moſt ſolid contentment and ſa- 
tirfattion we have to confiſt:in the ſweet eMedi- 
tation.of thoſce Myſteries : 'For alas, without 
thoſe hopes which Faith gives us, what Cap- 
trove more wretched than «an; weare as ba- 
nished-intoa Land of miſery, enſlaved by, 
where we truckle under the inſolexcy of unruly 
—— paſtons, 
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paſſions, which hurries into many diſaſters and 
calamities; at laſt, we finisÞ a deplorable fe 
by death, in whoſe Face isſcated nothing bur 
dread and horrour : After this corruption, ſlanch, 
and infetionare the laſt farewell and monument of 
us, ſo that without Faith we are centered 
within theſe my/erier, unableto carry our /reht 
beyond the low condition of a brute, and un- 
reaſonable Creature. On the contra ry, faith teach- 
cs weare created to ſupernatural and bleſſedend, 
which we arc to purchaſe by at's of Religion : 
That our Souls are immortal, by which ( reſem- 

bling the eAngels) we.are excluded from pu- 
trefattion, and approach the nearer to God: 

That he hath created- all things of nothing in 
which belicf we acknowledge his Ommpoten- 
cy, and cherish our own hopes, that if he could 
extraft us out oF nothing, with more facility 
can he after death rejoyn our diſunited parts. 

Our Holy Penicent figures to himſelf all 
theſe comforts refulting from divine faith, and in 
ſequel implores with inſtance that a right ſpirit 
may be renewed within him. 

But I conceive our Holy Penitent looked - 
notupon himſelf as wholydeprived of habitu- 
al faith,for though every mortal ſin diſpoſes afar 
off unto its total ruine, and truly merits it” 
Should be taken fromus; yet God is ſo mer- 
ciful as to leave that foundation unalterable by fm, 
| Ggg unleſs 
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unleſs diretly undermined by an oppojite aff 
of infidelity. In this petition then for a right 
ſpirit he pretends to the operation of habitual 
faith; that is, an afual and firm belief of Ob- 
jets propoſed by Faith : His reaſon is, that” 
the lights and irradiations of Faith have a certain 
bleffing from God, to ſtirup and carry the will 
to what isgood, ſo thatafter an at of Faith 
produced in the underſtanding, he knew his 
clean heart would no longer lye a fleep, but” 
orow up into a ſpark which would both en- 


lighten andenflame, as the Prophet Habakkuk 


{1yes, Chap. 1. The juſt «Ian lives by Faith , 
that is, Faith actuated, and enlivened both 
preſerves the Soul's life by grace, and by merit 
opensa paſſage tocternal glory. 

Run orc the World's Hiſtory from the 
Creation, and you will find habitual faith ly 
ing deadand frozen withinus to have been 
the ſource of all our miſery. The reprobateeAngels 
upon whatſcore did they forteit that precious 
title of being the Sons of God? was it not in» 
that they preferred a motion of /eff love, be- 
fore the motives of faith, which would have 
rendered them {table and ſecure? What a fri- 
volousplea made e4dan tor his treſpaſs, leſt 
his Wife upon his denyal might have grown 
{2d, as if atcartooffend God,' and ruine his 

 wholepoſterity ought not to have prevailed 
in 
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in this temptation? Had Cain conſideredthe 
greatneſs of God, his obbgation to: obſerve his 
Lay in loving his Brother, a petty ſuggeſti- 
on of avarice, or ſting of envy, could never 
haveanimated him to an aon fo borrid; the 
eAMaſſacre of lo many Infants by Herod's com- 
mand wherein hethought to haveinvolved 
the perſon of Feſus Chiift was meerly upon 
the account of ambition, the Fewiſh Oracles fore- 
celling his raignand Empire, which Herod un- 
deritood to beof this World; nor did the 
Fews put our Sawour to death, but in order 
to the preſervation of their ( #y, and them- 
ſelves in the good Opinion of the Romans ; 
ſo that Mcn have been pushed on 1n all their 
crimes by bumane reaſons and intereſts , whilſt rhey 
laid alide thoſe diſwafrves which Faith held 
forth tro them, and which had (if duly 
weighed ) rendered rhem w#orious, witneſs 
St. Fohn Chap. 5. The power of faith hath made a 
conqueſt of the /orld, which is meant not of the 
habit, but aft of faith. | 

Our Holy Penitenr applyes all this to - 
bimſelf, having ſeen the ſhipwrack that befel 
him through a /lu2giſhneſs in not giving life and 
aftivity to his faith: For whenhe was tempted 
ro impurity and other his tranſgreſſions that ſprang 
from thence, had he confidered what faith 
teaches concerning mortal jn, that itdeprives 
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a Soul of eternal glory, adjudges her to the 
endleſs torments of Hell, that it throwes a ſcom 
and contempt upon a God whoſe preatneſs and 
eMafeſty is infinite, and who merits from all 
Creatures a reſpe# and love ineffable ; had he 
fixt himſelf on theſe ſublime and ſupernatural rea- 
ſons of Faith the Childiſh baits of fleſh and blood 
could never have taken hold upon his anfor- 
tunate [enſes; wherefore to ae at leaſt for 
the future, he ſolicits a righe ſpirit may be 
infuſed into him , a ſpirit that may nor be 
overgrown with ruſt like a ſword in a ſcabberd 
for want of «ſe; but that it may prove ative 
evento his very bowels, whichisto ſay, that” 
this noble quality of faith producing frequently 
as, by the conſideration of its proper ob= 
jets, may gain his wil, memory, ſenſitive and 
moving faculties, and ſo happily conduct him to 
his deſigned Beatitude renew ;n my Bowel aright 
irtt . 

4 After Faith thus enlivened as a neceſſary 
dependent,comes1n atroop of moralvertues,which 
compleats the rectitude of his fpiriz, he ſo 
much deſires : For vere is a habit that enclines 
the Soul to perform ations ſutable to a reaſon= 
able nature; and though the Soul be ſufficient” 
of herſelf by her natural faculties to frame ſe- 
veral afts of vertue, yet it 1s with hardſhip and 
difficulty, whereas this quality of vertue contri- 
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butes a facility. by which the 296d-thence. iſſu- 
ing.is done. with promptitude, and delight. It 
conſiſts in a mediocrity. between two extreams, 
that is, too /iule, or too much; For example; 
Charity is between a coldneſs or indevotion, and an 
indiſcreet Zeal; ;Fortutude between: raſhneſs. and 
cowardiſe; 1o of the reſt : Wherefore the 4: 
is, ſotoſteer your courle as to keep at.an, 
equal diflance from them both.,. yet alwayes 
mindtul, thartit ovebe more dangerous than 
the other, you are moſt ro decline that, as if I 
would embrace the vercue of hope, which is 
beſet with preſumption and deſpair, 'and my com- 

plexion cold and melancholly drawes me on they 
extremicy of deſpair, . this certainly . moſt 
threatens my rune, and therefore I am to 
look upon every ſpark, of that with more 
apprehenſion, thana fire which iſſues from 
preſumption. | ated ra 
Our Holy Peniten knew that whileſt he 
ſailed in the Ocean of this World, he muſt 
needs be flanked with two dangerous Rocks, 
that is two oppoſe vices tO any vertue he would 
embrace, ſo that it he keep not a ſteady hand 
to the helm, by rhe lealt diverſion he is caſt up- 
on a ſhelf which will deſtroy him : Where- 
fore it behoves himto fit himſelf with a righs 
ſpirit, a Spirit of vertue, which leaning upon 
the Principles of reaſon, * might preſerve him— 
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in that degree of honour wherein he is rank« 
ed amidſt created Beings, For as knowledge makes 
one knowing, fo vertnegives us the title of good, 
andasthe vood of any thing conſiſts in the, 
juſt meaſure and proportion unto it; he concludes 
this right ſpirit of Yertve to be a purchaſe wor- 
thy his ambition; ſince doubtleſs nothing to 
Man «Ian is more ſutable and agreeing, 
than ſuch aims as are produced conformable 
to a reaſonable nature , he anticipates his Son's 
Declaration, and thinks nothing profitable, 
pleaſant, or great, which is not made ſo by ver- 
tue: This right ſpirit will chower down ſpiritual 
comforts, ſettle him in peace with God, An- 
gels, and Men; $helter him under the wings 
of God's Providence, which never fails to 
cherish thoſe wholive according to the rules 
of vertue; andafteralifeatrempered with the 
Harmony of delightful aftions , it changes into 
ſweetneſs, the grim face of Death, making it a 
ſecure paſſage unto eternal Beatitude, Heis reſol- 
ved to put in execution the praflice both of 
intelletual and moral veriues, and that they may 
prove meritorious, he begs they may be infaſed 
into him, that when he conſiders the infmity 
of God's Being, and the immen/ay of his per- 

fections, he may forthwith pay him the juſt 

tribute of glory, reſpect, and ſubmiſſion ; all 

worship, praiſc, and poſſible endeavours of 
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Piety : That his omnipotency may never paſs 
his thoughts without an entire oPedience to his 
will, that his inexhauſted and unerring wi/- 
dom may draw him to af of faith, and firm af- 
ſent to his divine word. T hatthe fidelity of his 
never failing promiſes may fix a reliance, and aſ- 
ſured bopein him: Thathis unwearied goodneſs 
-may ravish him into a charity and love never to 
be extinguished. T hat his incomparable 
oreatneſs may work him into the anmbilation of 
himſelf before him, and give him a true feel- 
ins of his own vileneſs. That a terrour of his 
judgments may throw him 1nto a courſe of rigid 
pernance for his miſdeeds,; and his. unſpeakable 5 
favours be met with all the Teſtimonies of gra- 
ztnde, which apoor Creature can give: He 
knowecs that had he a eAſillon of hearts lodg'd 
within his own perſon, yet could rhey never 
reach that love his goodneſr merits, and should 
he ſtoop even unto Hell; nay lower were it 
poſſible, it would ſtill be short of that ſub- 
miſion duc to hispreatneſs: Wherefore though 
he be hopeleſs to pay what he oves, he will 
Shew at leaſt he hath awillco be juſt, nor doth 
he blush at his impozency, ſince itſprings:from 
the excellency of his Creditour, froni whom » 
likewiſe heexpects to be enabled rowards the 
diſcharge of his arrears, and he conceives no 
treaſure can be more effefual than that of arighs 
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ſpirit, and therefore he inceſlantly repeats, 
renew in my bowels aright ſpirit. ” 


The eApplication. 


God will be adored in ſpirit and ruth, 
wherefore man is to ſerve and honour him, by 
a ccrtain kwowledpe ſutable ro his intelletual na- 
ture; now 1n the eflence of God are con- 
tained wonders not to be comprehended by 
the natural force of our underſtanding: Whence 
we are with our Holy Penitent to Petition 
for a right ſpirit, thatis the excellent light of faith, 
by which we are ratſed to a more eminent 
knowledge of the Divinity, than all the aivityand 
vizour of ourreaſon could ever reach. In this 
knowledge conliſts eternal life, in the rznorance of 
this eternaldeath ; For with what Faces$hall he 
one day ask Heaven of the adorable Triniy, 
who hath never known that my{/lery? Or 
claimashare in the fruit of our redemption, who 
hath been ignorant of Feſus Chrit? Let us 
then beg for this heavenly wiſdom, by which we 
are taken off from the low affettion to Creatures, 
rofix our Eyes upon the greatneſs .of our (Crea- 
tour, the wonders of his works, and amidſt a Mil- 
lion of ravishing objects which this righs ſpi= 
rit preſentstg our meditation, letus infift with 
pl 
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a particular guſt on 4, that our Souk are 
created for eternal bliſs;  eAmen. 


+ H AP. X XIII. 


Ne projicias me 4 facie tua, 
Caſt me not away from thy face. 


'O)% Holy Penitent ſeems here to queſti- 
on the ſucceſs of his precedent petition, 
by which he had ſued for a right underſtanding ; 
this argues how unſetled the mind of a ſinner 
is, that no ſooner he had aimed at this irra- 
diation , but-immediately he 1s ſtruck with a 
terrour of his demerits, and fancies his doom: is to 
| be eternally baniſhed from the Face of God, 
wherefore he cryes, caſt me not away from thy 
' Face. | 
St. Hierom conceives this clauſe levels 
only at the communication of his Divinity in 
order to.the Hypoſtatickunion, which heappre- 
hends in puniſhment of his ſin might be concealed 
from him; and therefore he ſaycs, caſt me 
not away fromthy face; that is, deprive me not” 
of the knowledge of thy divine nature as it relates 
toeManin the great Sacrament of the incarna + 
| It t0n: 
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tin ; Ir is this myſtery he fears to be ravished 
off, which brings along with ita . fubeſs of - 
time, and wherein all the groans and labours of 

many longing Souls will ceaſcand beat reſt. 
Bur the more voewed opinion layes this expreſ. 
fron apon hisanxiery touching his eternal repro= 
bation: He knew he was unworthy of eternal life 
through the forfeiture of grace he had made, 
and whether being now a Veſſel of disho- 
nour, the divineeArii/t will not leave him c- 
ccrnally in this reproachful mould 1s the juſt mo- 
tive of his fear. He remembers a paſſages 
in Exodus, where our Lord threatens to obdurate 
the heart of Pharaoh, and ir is no leſs affright- 
ing what St. Paul dectares, that Godn merciful 
on whom he wilt have mercy, and inthe Fourth 
Chapter to the Corinthians, God hath caſt an ob= 
cxcation onthe Minds ofunbelievers. Yet our Pe= 
titioner 1s tO goOd a Divine as (entertaining 
theſe reflections ) tro make God the efficient 
cauſe of Man's obdurateneſs, he knowes that 
God 1s only permiſſive, and accidentally 
concurring unto final impenitency; that is, in 
not imparring his grace diflolving Hearts 
,unto ſuchas will not receiveit; for {ince> 
they obſtinately cleave unto ſn, he is nor 
obliged to violence the liberty of Man's free- 
will which he hath in his Creation decreed 
unto him: Nor prodigally throw away his 
precious 
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precious grace upon thoſe who contemn it; 

Wherefore the penal ſubſlraition of his grace_> 

{ſprings not from the low current of mercy to 

a /aner: For it isalwayes ready to flow where 

the: Channel is cut out, and prepared to re- 

ceive it; but from the malice of Man by 

which he is totally averted from God, op- 

polite and refractory to his holy inſpirations. 

W hen therefore he begs not to be feque- 
ſtred from his face, far be it from his thoughts 
to impeach God as eAmuthor of obdurateneſs; it 
would only ſpeak he is cauſe of the puniſhment 
not the fault : That if by the prevarication of 
our firſt Parent we were reduced to ſuch a 
condition , as God might juſtly leave us to our 
ſelves, much more by at##ual fn do we de- 
ſerve 1t; and in this derel;#im we can never 
riſe, nor frame a ſupernatural aft, without- 
which it is not poſlible to attain unto Sal- 
vation ; So thatif God will uſe his ownr72ht, 
and divert his face, thar 1s the efefts of his 
goodneſs and mercy from him, he gives himſelf _ 
for loſt, and ſo juſtly loſt as notro have the - 
leaſt matter of complaint againſt his Judge: 
Nay on the contrary he joyns iſſue with 
_ the Prophet Zſay; ſaying, Lord, if all the N\a- 

tions thou haſt made ſhould periſh, who can blame thee. 
It God hath drawn ſome our of the gulf of 
perdition to iſſue forth the Marks of his goodneſs, 
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cven in the height and fury of their make, 
this isno warrant to our Petitioner that for his 
{ake he will break the ordinary rule of his pro- 
' widence : he rather apprehends he may be made 
an Example of his Fuſtice, and be abando- 
ned to his corrupt inclinations, wherefore he 
petitions that he would daign to caſt abe- 
nign Eyc upon him, nor throw him away from his 
bleſſed face. 
Another diſmal thought occurs which eggs 
'him on to this demand, and it ought certain- 
ly to be very areadful to a fenner; that is, there 
is a certain period {et toevery Man's tranſoreſii- 
ons, which is called the meaſure of his iniquities , 
and it this be once compleated, ſucha Cloud 
of obſtinacy and perfeverance in evil in- 
volves him, as he never will be cheered with 
the Sun-ſhine of God's mercy : This proceeding 
hath been evident in the downfall of ſeveral 
Nations and Cities, whole exceſs of wickedneſs 
hath drawn upon them the exterminating hand 
of God. Our Holy Penitent firſt places be- 
fore his Eyes the univerſal deluge, where it is 
declared that the World had accomplished 
their malice, and by it ſo prepared the dine 
Fuſlice, as there wanted nothing but his a- 
venging Rod to fall heavy upon them. Again, 
as to the Land of promiſe deſigned to the Seed 
_ of eAbrabam, God told him he couldnor yer 
perform 
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perform it, -and his patienceawaited the ſpace 
of four hundred years untill the eAmorite,, 


and. (-anaanites had fummed up their iniqui=- 


ties, after which they were madeaprey to 
the Children: of /ſrxel.' In ſequel of this our 


Holy Penitent concludes, that though theſe 


examples in a vaſt mulcitude were remarkable, 
and terrifying, yet God's judgements hold the 
fame method ta the concern of every particu- 
lar Soul. Beſides, his fears encreaſe when- 
he_conſiders;that God's patience is ſpun out 
longer wich ſome than others; and whether 


his-/aſt jm might not be the-upsho tand cloſe 


of all God's: ſpecial favours tohim, he knowes 
not :, Wherefore in. this ſuſpence, and juſt 
ſubject of apprehenfion, he-petitions nottobe 


thrown away from bn face... 


- Our Holy Penitent finds-notwithſtand- 
ing ſome glimmerings, of comfort, ., when he re- 
volvesin hes Mind the marks of this belpleſs de- 
ſolation. Firſt he remembers when the Sodo- 
mites were confumed, in the,flynes of his anger, 


the Harbinger of their defiruttinu.was their noto- _. 


riour and publick commiſdion of their crimes, 'and 
this joyned with ſuchiinpudenceas to vaunt 
and boaſt of their impictics....Our ſad Pe- 
nitent-found- himfſelt; not ewly of this, for 
what contrivances had .he nol framed to conceal 
his ſin, and-when reproved by. Nathan pre> 
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| ſently with ſhame and confuſion he owned his 
miſcarriave. mts 02? Ro 
| The nextpreſage of Reprobation is obſtina- 
cy which was laid before him in rhe perſon 
of Pharaoh, whoſe hardned heart not all the im- 
portunities of «Moſes, nor the prodigious wonders he 
wrought, could in the leaſt mollify, now 
work him to the diſmiſſion of God s people: 
When therefore you behold a perſon ſobent 
upon his wicked wayes, asno remonſtrance, entrea- 
ty, promiſe nor threat can prevail, -you have rca- 
{on to believe{(as St. Paul ſayes)) they are gi- 
ven up to a reprobate ſenſe, which inſenſibly and 
unawares will bring them to endleſs ruine.. 
Our Petitioner cannot likewife accuſe 
himſelf of this prelude to perdition; this pre- 
ſent Pſalm (which he compoſed immediate- 
ly after the Prophet from the part of God 
had denounceduntohim his ingratitude ) ſufh- 
ciently evinces, he was not deaf to the 
workings of God's inſpirations, nor impene= 
rrable againſt the power of exciting grace. 


Another cauſe of God's derelittion 15 an ha- 
bitual application to a certain ſm, to which one> 
as fo faſtned, as his ordinary grace hath no effett 
todrawhimfromit; and God is pleaſed not 
co gratify him with any thing extraordinary in 
punishment ofhis tranſpreſiions, having ſo often 
abuſed his mercy : This babitual malice was cvi- 

= dent 
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dent in the Fews, who from age to age had 
perſecuted the Prophets, ſent to mind them of 
their duties, inſomuch as St. Stephen laid ir to 
their charge, and defied them'to name any 
one who had eſcaped their fury; and this they 
continued ,..untill at laſt they laid their 
hands-on the Saint of Saints Chriſt Feſus ; 
after which Sacrilegious aft, arrived at the ut- 
molt pirchof their demerits, they were given 
up to the Tyranmy of the Romans, who torally 
ſubverted their City and A ation. 

Our Penitenr had reaſon ta hope his de- 
viation was an effett of frailty rather than malice, 
having notcontinued any ſpace wichourre- 
pentance, whenronce his pn wasrepreſented to 
him by the eALuiſter of: God's word, yer” 
knowing the web of: Man's Salvation to be 
wrapt up in the ſecret bf the: Divine Provi- 
dence, that though he had revealed ro many 
of his Servants the glad tidings of their prede- 
ftination, yetnever had he to any communi- 
cated the doom of reprobation, leſt it might caſt 
them. into deſpair ; thereforehe thinks irthe_ 
wiſeſt courſe. to ſait between: hope and fear, 
and-inallcvents tommplore, that he may not be 
excluded fromba: ſight. 105; r1gan 
- Some again weighing the ſubſequent verſe, 
where our-Penitent' petitions 'God rot to take 
away. from him' bu boly:fpirt, axe'ot Opinion- 
bas that 
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that this demand imports not a dread of reprobation. 
( for he ſeems to thinks himſelf in the poſſeſſion 
of grace) but argues rather a fear to have ſtopr 
the ſacred fiream of God's extraordinary fa- 
wours towards him: For he was ſo well verſed 
in the wayes of perfetion, as he knew the foun- 
dation of a life of Sanfity confiſts in the -goo0d, 
management of divine inſpirations, and that the 
oreateſt Saints have from thence derived their 
happy ſucceſs in a ſpiritual life. We ſce no King 
nor :Common-wealth, if they find any perſon, 
unfaithful in a flight Office, that will entruſt to 
him a more weighty charge; and why should 
we think that God will be leſs prudent in the. 
Government of Souls.: St. Proſper ſayes'that 
God imparts his graces in order, and by [de= 
orees: Firſt diſtilling-into them ſome Hittle 
dropps of his grace, and thena preater quantity, in 
caſe thoſe firſt be carefully improved; it” 
being a-good earneſt, that he who acquits him= 
ſelf: with fadelity in ordinary things, will in 
matters of greater perfettion come off with no 
leſs honour. Whereas on the contrary, the 
fir. fepto the misfortune ofa ſinner, ismade 
by the negle of God's early inſpirations in the 
beginning : For there is not any Pagan, * m- 
believer, or Chriſtian, whom he ſtirs not up to 
the commonpractice of werine, as obſequiouſneſs 
to our: Parents, the avoiding Theft, Luxury, 

and 
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an{{ the like; and if they comply with theſe, 
he failsnot roenflame them with defres, and 
gives them abilities. toarriveatmore ſublime 
perfettiont! 2:11 tf 3 155119tong 2 an 
Wherefore our-Penitent tears he may 
have demerited 1n.this Nature, and begs 
not to be excluded from hy face; thar is, not 
tobe deprived of thoſc endearments wherewith 
he 15s wont to overwhelm ſuch Souls as. cor- 
reſpond with his inſpirations; andif hitherto 
he hath played the Coy one, and {corned his 
dalliances ; tor the future he. will change his, 
bumour , and cherish every: the leaſt mw0tzon of 
his dear Creatour He will ainy-ata perfe@ reſem- 
blance of his beloved; in.imiation of his wiſdom 
he will diſcern good from evil; and diſtinguish 
'twixt the leſs and greater good, alwayes. em- 
bracing that which is belt: 1n order to his 
purity as much as1s conliftent with frail nature, 
ſupported by grace he hopes to preſerve him- 
ſelt. from. all. fan and rperfection. That ſome 
ſparks of his charity may $shine in him, be will 
love that which Ge loves, and love nothing 
butwhat heloves, and upon the ſame motives 
whereon bu love 1s. grounded; 2 In agord, 
he will unite all his faculties with God in as 
{tri an a//ance as this preſcnt condition of 
mortality will bear, provided he be not exiled 
from his Face, nor the flood-gaies of gracious 
- LEH | COm- 
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communications ſhxtup in punishment of his 
paſt offences. . 71 
Whilſt the perſon offended admits the of= 
fendour to his preſence, 1targues there is not 
an utter breach between them, wherefore., 
till a ſentence of baniſhment be paſſed, he till 
retains ſome hope; his aim then 1n this petition 
is, toput a barr tothis extremity of rigour; He 
confeſſes it #4 bitter thing to leave God, but yer” 
a far preater to be left by him; anda main appear- 
ance of this is, when heleaves us to the dex 
fires of our own heart; like a Phy/tian who per- 
mits his patient in a defperate condition to 
cat and drink what he pleaſe : He knowes 
the anger of God is great when he is not an< 
ory witha {inner, and tharit 1isa ſirckeof his 
goodneſs, when his temporal chaſtiſement immedi= 
ately followesthe offence; ſo that if hepleaſe 
toafflict him, andlikea Fealous Godiflue forth 
his indignation upon the place for every miſ= 
demeanour, He 1s ready to embrace with o< 
pen arms what ever affliittion he shall ſend, 
andis willing to expolc his breaſt to the direſt 
ſhafis. of his fury; ſo it may but divert this 
_ great ſuhjef of his fears, as to bee ternally caſt 
out from his preſence: Ieprojicias me, EF. 


The 
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The A Pplication. 


We behold by thisclauſe, how all along 
in this petition our Penitent hath been rerri- 
fyed with rhe «gy ſhape of jn;3 and now he 
begins to apprehend rhe efe#s of fn which is 
Death; For Death and fn conſidered apart are 
very frightful, but once joyned together , 
that is to dye in fin, there 1s nothing more 
dreadful : and this diſmal ſiroke he fears, when, 
he ſayes caſt me not away from thy face. St. Fobn 
Damaſcene oblerves two dereliftions of God; the 
one ſeeming, when he-permits the juſt ro 
fall into in, that by experiment of their frailty , 
they mightriſe morehwable,and more watch- 
fully attend to their Salvation. This happened 
to our Penitent St. Peter, and divers others. 
The owher is abſolute, and a fnalcaſhier for ever, 
and this happens when after all remedies apply- 
cd, a Soul remains ſiupid, and incurable Ceven 
tothelaſt) by his obſtinate perſeverance in wick- 
edneſs; ſothat God foreſecing this obdyrate- : 
neſs withholds his ſpecial grace, and ſolets him 
cndin his imperitency, we are herethereforc to 
joyn with our Petitioner, and beg we may not 
come to this period, or conſummation of our miqui- 
ties, but timely lay hold on the ſhield of his 
mercy : eAmen. 
CHAF, 
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Et ſpiritum Sanflum tuum ne auferas a me, 
eAnd take not from me thy holy Spirts. 


FR< workings of God's Holy Spiric in our 
Souls are great ſecrets, and if to our ſelves 
unknown, no wonder that to others they lye 
hid: and though he be © «s after a quite» 
different manner, than he 1s ſaid to be ubiqui= 
tary by his efſence, preſence, and power; yet his 
approach, or receſs is 10 inſenſ;ble, as the beſt per- 
ſons during this life are lcftin ſuſpence, igno- 
rant whether they be in a condition of love, 
or hatred with their Creatour : Of this bleſ- 
ſed Fob ſeemed to complain, ſaying Chap. 
1e, /f hecome | ſhall not ſee him, and whenhe retires 
I am inthe ſame Cloud. Notwithſtanding God 
is pleaſed ſometimes though rarely to diſ- 
_ penſe with his ordinary proceeding, as to 
give ſuch marky of his grace and friendſhip to a 
Soul, that it 1s apparent even to the Eye of 
the Body, Of this we havean examplein the 
Feaſt of Pentecoſt, when the Holy (hoſt deſc 
cended upon theeApoſiles in form of feery tongues, 
ſo replenishing their «Minds with knowledee , 
andenflaming cheir Hearts with charity, as the 
| whole 
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whole World was ina short time laid proſtrate 
rothe power of their dottrine and miracles, . 
Inthis clauſe of the petitionwe have like- 

wiſe reaſon to paſs the ſame Opinion of our 
Holy Penitent, that he had been gratified 
with the like vi/fible communication of this' divine 
2ift: "The paſt tranſactions 'twixt God and his 
once happy Soul were tresh in his memory, and 
how he had deſigned to reyeal unto him. 
many ſecrets of his Providence : Nay, had gi- 
ven him ſo many prosfs of inhabiting grace, as 
one muſt be ſtrangely /{upid not to ackpowledge 
if. Now here he ſcems ro cheer himſelf 
witha confidence, that after Hhis-petition for a 
clean heart, and right underflanding, he 1s again in 
the enjoyment.of his bleſſed preſence by grace 
and charity; wherefore he begs he might al- 
waycs dwell with him, and thathe may never 
moretaſithe bitter abſence of his Holy Spirit: 
£t ſpiritum ſanftum tuum, &c. | 

Spiritual Men who haveemployed their 
thoughts on the ſubjeft of the miſſion of the divine 
perſons unto Creatures, diſcover advantages 
by this Embaſſy unto humane nature which ſeem 
to ſurpaſs all the wonders of our faith; at leaft 
they are conveyed unto us with more ſen(i- 
bledelightr. | 

Firſt, they ſay whena Soul is priviledged 
witha vi/t from that divine ſpirit, $he doth nor 
: M mm only 
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only receive inherent and accidental grace, not 
only ſplendowrs which irradiate, and ardours 
which enflame; but even the ſubſtantial Prin= 
cipiom the Holy Ghoſt from whence they 
flow. Witneſs St. Paul 2. ad Rom. The charity 
of God 1s diffuſed through our hearts by the Holy Ghoſt 
who is piven to, The Philoſopher ſayes, that 
1woLovers if poſlibly would become but one, 
becauſe this identity would deſtroy all fear of 
ſeparation, and {ince they cannot arrive to this, 
at [eaſt by converſation, diſcourſe, and mutual pre- 
ſence they give themſelves to one another. 
Now the love of God is all-powerful, no obſta- 
cle can hinder the perfeff union to which it” 
tends; wherefore this /ove enclining the di- 
vine perſon to unite and ſurrender up himſelf 
unto a Soul, she finds herſelf immediately 
faſflned ro him by other chains than thoſe of 
his immenſity; it ts by grace and charity She is 
enflaved, and their efficacy is to prodigious, thar 
were not that divine ſpirit already at the door, 
they would draw him thicher and court him 

ro a moſt intimate alliance. _s 
Our Boly Penitent well knew the math 
.of this Divinity by the amorous operations he had 
once felt within him; for this great git of God 
wasno ſtlrangerto him, whence I wondernor 
if he court its preſervation, ſince 1N it 1s con- 
taincd the whole treaſure of his immenſe love E If 
tncn 


(231) 
then he $hall pleaſe ro ſecure this preſent to 
him, he will in return conſecrate to his ho- 
nour all the fruit of his underſtanding and will, 
his thoughts shall ever dwell in him, andfrom 
this: meditation he hopes to enkindle ſuch a 
flame within him as all the waves of adver/ſay , 
or allurements of the World shall never be able 
to quench ; his conflant Prayer therefore shall 
be,. withdraw not from me thy holy ſpirit. 

After he had thus conlidered the dionity 
of theperion communicated to a devont Soul, 
he then deicendst ro the particulars of his "_ 
tiation. 
The feof point 15, | th at this divine ſpirit is the 
Prinripium ar great wheel which! g1vecs motion tO 
all. her ſupernatural and meritorious ations, b 
which the Soul exceeds her !own flrength, a 
gets above all her naural faculties, and with- 
out this ſpirit Man 1s feeble, inpotent, and can- 
att nothing generous in a ſpiritual life. 

The ſecond advantage of this Treaty is, that 
rhis divine perſon becomes the objef of our 
underſtanding and yil, fo that he is a known ob- 
jet in a kwwing will, and a beloved objett in a lo- 
Ving will ; then it is'thar the Soul hath God 
within her, who alone entertains, andem- 
ployes her thoughts and. affeftions, it is towards 
bim $he raiſes acts of. faith and love, ſetting a 
Labs "RIOT him beyond all the World, as the> 


” moſt 
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' moſt excellent Being to whom shecanconſecrate 
herſelf. 1h 
eAnother benefit of this miſſion is, that this 
divine ſpirit communicates himſelf unto a Soul as 
her ſole treaſure, and appropriated ſovereign good, 
and in ſuch amanner,-.as she will notonly 
find God vithin her, butlikewiſe that he be- 
longsto her as her proper right, the ſerious thought 
of which happy poſſeſſion muſt doubtleſs much - 
aflwageall che bitterneſs of this life. 

In ſequel of theſe rrradiations our Holy Pe- 
nitent 1s at a ſtand, comparing rhe hberalities 
of his good God with his own ingratitude ;\ For 
God had given himſelf up to him, tobe the, 
inſirument of all his ſupernatural operations, to be 
the objec} of his thoughts, and repoſitory of his af+ 
fettions; 1n requutal our unfortunate Penitent. re 
jecting this divine legate, hath raken up the- 
arms of ſenſualittes againſt him, filled his memory 
with Earthly ſpecies, and confulred with brutiſh 
psſtons! O bad exchange? When he had thus 
reproached himſelf of his difloyalty, he then con- 
verts his Eye to the ſhipwrack he had made, for 
by one mortal /z he hath loſt God, as he is God 
of grace and glory; though no as he.is God of 
nature, for as ſuch a one he ſtill remains to 
calt thunderbolts of vengeance upon his guilty head, 
but he is reſolved, it the drvine (goodneſs shall 
pleaſe to reſtore and continue to him himſelf, in. 

whom 
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whom is found the ſource of ſo many preticu. 
wreajures, he will for the future: manage them , 
to :his honour, he will glorify him in all eterni- 
ty, and manifeſt to the world, that through 
his grace he is made worthy not to have his holy ſpi- 
rittaken frombim. | 

- In temporal affliitions we loſe (it is true ) the 
gift, bur the giver is yet ſecured tous; by ja 
weloſeboth. Sothatthere 15 nodeſolation can 
happen equal to what is thrown upon us by 
fin: For whileſt welye under the guilt of mortal 
/m, God 1s no more the Principium ot our me- 
ritorious operations, NO more the obje of our amo- 
row powers, nor tobe claimed as our proper good 
and treaſure; and though his infinite beauties - 
and perfetions render him alwayes a ſource of 
all good imaginable, yet toa Souldefiled with 


I 
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fm, he is a ſpring that diverts his ſfreamin ano- 
ther Channel; he is atreaſure locked up, whoſe 
Key is taken away, and all-r;#ht of entrance de= 
creed againſt him : Theſe are the miſerable 
circumſtances which attend the {of of God's hg- 
ly ſpirit, of which our Holy Penitent being 
very conſcious inceſſantly repeats; Lord, with- 
draw not from me thy holy ſpirit: | 
Theodoret ſay es, that St. Petcrhaving heard 
from Chriſt's own Mouth , Thou ſhalt thrice de- 
»yme; Would feign have fled many Leagues 
from that occaſion, bur his love was 1o great 
Nan as 
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as he held it leſs evil to follow, and deny him; 
than to f/y away and confeſs him: Hertook fo 
much pleaſure in his preſence, thathe chole ra- 
cher to hazzard his Soul, than the loſs of his 
bleſſed fight ; deeming it leſs unhappineſs 'to 
renounce him, than not to be in the Ezeof him » 
whom he loved fo dearly: It then his corpo- 
ral preſence ſo ravished this Apoſtle, what a 
charm mult it be to poſſeſs within us a drvine ſpirit, 
what ſolicitude to preſerve thu treaſure 1n- 
whoſe participation conſiſts all the happineſs 
weare any wayes capable of in the condi- 
tion of this our mortality, Ahblame nortthen 
our Petitioner, if againandagain he ſues un- 
der this forme; Lord, takenct thy holy ſpirit from 
me. - | 
Many Nations have made their gods 
Priſoners, chaining them faſt in their 7em- 
ples, the Lacedemonians hampered their god 
ears with Cords of Silk; Hercules with Fetters 
of Gold, tancying to themſelves, thar if they 
could enjoy their. ompany though by violence, 
they should not want their proteftion. _ 
Our Holy Penitenr thought the beſt fira- 
tagemto faſten his God unto him, was an hum- 
ble acknowledgment of his fault, joyned with a 
fervent prayer. Inthe Firſt part of hispetition 
he had copiouſly ſet forth his own guiltineſs, 
and now he ſupplicatecs in a Subjef rhe moſt 
| grateful 
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grateful that can be to his Creatoar; for bis de- 
lightis to be with the Sons of «Men, Itwas todraw 
the Worid untobim that he exaltedbimſe/f upon 
the Croſs, his extendediarms there: ſufficiently 
expreficd, with what dear embraces he would 
receive thoſe that fly unto him with anhum- 
ble and contritebeart: Histhir/t there was nor ſo 
much the efe#.of his torments,as'an - exrefirve 
zeal for Man's Salvation: How qften hath"he 
juſtifyed himſelf in his proceedings with 
Man; inſomuch as all his wiſdom and love_, 
could not contrive more indacements than he 
hath ſer on foot to:gain us to him, and if 
hebe continually rapping at ymardoor, canwe 
think he will shut.up..the treaſures of his holy 
ſpirit in deſpight of our ymportunity : No;no, 
great Penitent fear not, prefer your memo- 
rial, itis only expected you ack, and thegrant 
1s ready 3 that hu holy ſpirit ſhall not be taken from 
you. ps 
 _Aholy writer obſerves, that Godalwayes 
gives more than 1s acked of him: 'eAnna prayed 
for. a Son, God gaveheronec that was a Saint, 
a Prophet, and his chief favourite : Solomon ſued 
for wiſdom to govern his People, he received it 
not only to Rae, buthe was univerſally Opin; 
beſides, an infinite fore of weakhwas beſtowed 
upon him. The Servant endebted ten thouſand 
Talents demanded only a /ittle. forhearance, and 
the 
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the whole debt was remitted to him; wherefore> 
our Penitcnt:-demanding only.to keep- what 
he already enjoyes, by this'/providential at henot 
only ſecures his poſſeſſion; ..but gives earneſt fot a 
new:ſupply. Nay, his goodneſs alwaycs prevents 
the prayer of the affited, giving them eaſe of 
their :griefs,, before they ak his help; reſem- 
bling: chat fountam which calls and.invitesrhe 
thirſflyto drink, orlike that Tree which bend- 
ing itsbowes, offers its fruits unto gathering 
hands, when ripe; ſo that God's /ove needs 
no baits to allure his favours from:him ; ani af- 
fefionate heart doth more with him then all the 
charms in nature: It js-true St. eAuſtin diſtin- 
guishes between avillnga thing,” and awill- 
ing it forth and entirely: Burt wehave all rea- 
ſon to-judge the velleity of our Penitent was 
fervent, and efficacious, when he hath ſo much 
confhdence as to call God to witneſs of it: 
Tu ſcis Domine, onne deſiderium meumamte te , that 
he had expoſed before him all the motions of 
his heart, and lefthimto be judge whether any 
circumſtance was wanting that might hinder the 
effet of his petition; asnot to be deprived of hu holy 
ſpite. | 
St. eAuſtin ſayes, were it impoſſible for a ſinner 
to hide himſelf from God , he would adviſe him to pet 
into ſome abſtruce retreat, and there lye doſe till the 
Cloud of his anger be blown over, bat ſince this cannot be 
done, 
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done, his beſl way to eſcape God's hands, # to put bint- 
ſelf imo his hands, and proſtrate himſelf at his feet , 
Our Penitent then 1s not ill adviſed, thar- 
being already enrolled in the lift of his retinue 
ro endeavour to prevent his diſmiſſion by a 
non auferer a me : For he hath many advantages 
whilſt he is 2, which will be loſt if once ; 
caſhierd: Now he hath the Earof his Sovereign, 
can diſcourſe his caſe with him), and purchaſe 
a good word from many powertul friends, but 
if once diſcarded like a deſolate Orphan he will 
find no refuge. Beſides, though God beheld 
in his all-leeing proſpect the. treachery of 
udes and ingratirude of the Fews, yet (C to 
cut off all marter of excuſe ) heobliged them. 
with all the endcarings imaginable; why 
Shoul not then our Peniztent hope to dyel/ in 
the /aſting enjoyment of this qivine ſpirit, ſince he 
is reſolved for the future to be kd by.his 
holy difamens; he will ſeek his Salvation with 
mneffble groans 3 1Tis St. Pauls expreſſion of ſuch 
as are guided by the Holy Ghoſt; he will 
with the Prophet Feremy cry out for a fownain 
of tears, that. he may bewail C as he ought ) 
his ownand his peoples fins, and fince this dt- 
vine ſpirit communicates. himſelf .in ſo many 
different wayes unto Creatures, he begs he 
may return himſelf agif and oblation to God, 
by every thing that is' capable. of Adlion 
Ooo _ thar 
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that by a conſtant, and unwearied motion in his 
ſervice, this ſeed of gloryhe now poſſeſſes may at 
laſt conda& him to the beatifck vihon, where he 
| Shall no more apprehend what is now the 
ſubjeF of his Fear : To have bu holy ſpirit taken 


from him. 
The eApplication. 


Sr. Ambroſeſayes,thatno man in this life can 
be long ſecure from falling into {, for whom 
rhe Devil cannot lay proſtrate at the firſt attack, 
he preſſes with redoubledaſſaults, and leaves no 
firatagem uneſſayed to work his end. In this 
wartare our Holy Penitent was not a Novice, 
he knew there was no place in Man impreg + 
nable, unleſs fortified by God's Holy Spiric : 
This he expreſſes in another Pſalm, 1f you 
withdraw ( {ayes he ) your ſpirit, we ſhall preſently re- 
ſolveimoduft ; that is, corruption from whence 
we came. For prace is a motion in the under- 
flanding and will; to wit a certain aftion inm:both 

. theſe powers, which ſoon paſles away un- 
lefs fixed by a continued infixence of his favours : 
Wherefore we muſt rake the admonition of St. 
Pail and be: wary, that the grace of God prove not 
a liberality in vain beſtowed upon ws : But that we 

make 


bl 
' 
\ 
) 


PIs” > Gre of ar £3, art 4 
Q = i OS ; 
4 


. (239) ho 
make the right#ſeof it, which is the remiſſion of 
our /ms and a paſſage unto eternal hfe. 


Cuarn LEV 


| Redadite mihi letitiam ſalutary tui , 
Reſtore unto me the joy of thy Salvation. 


T is not ( methinks ) eaſy to determine, 
whether «Man be more unfortunate in not” 
having a diſcerning faculty of miſery, or through 
the miſtakes he falls into aboutthe obje7 of his 
felicity : How many have been ſeen to lan- 
guiſhand pine away under an accident which they 
looked upon as their ruize, and yeritproved 
their making ; whileſt others again have tmium- 
phed, and made jubihes for ſeeming bleſsings, that 
inthe end became fataltro them ; who would 
not have looked upon the Patriarch Foſeph 
when ſold to the eAſadianites bur as a ſlave, : 
and an abortive of fortune, and yer without this 
cruehy of his Brethreniin all tikelyhood he had 
never handled the' Scepter of 'Zgypt. Again, 
who would not haveenvycd-the ſucceſi of our 
Penitent againſt Goliah,' and 'yert this glorious 
vittory occaſioned unto himialife full of diſtur- 
£0! bance 
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kace for many years how to preſerve himſelf : 
T his uncertainty in the event of things 'is ma- 
naged no doubt by a ſpecial providence, to teach 
us we ought to beara 7emper unalterable amid(t 
the various occurrences of rhis life, not to 
be too much tranſ{pdrted with joy, nor caſt 
down with ſadneſs upon any renconre, ſince 
the effeds do often prove far different from what 
they promiſe, and this by the aunreſiſtable ordina- 
tions of Heaven, which can draw riches out of po- 
verty, make us great by humility, give us honour 
by contempls : [n fine, whon ceds no previous diſ= 

poſitions in Creatures to frame his produttions. 
Now tolead us in this labyrinth, that we 
may not erre, Divines diſtinguish a twofold joy: 
The one is temporal which bath for its Object 
riches, honour, ſenſual pleaſures and thelike: So that 
when our joy reaches but to the petty intereſtcof 
tha World, this 1s poor, and argues a baſeneſs of 
Spirit, which 1s. anguſtiated within the {mits 
of fleſh and klood, and hopes or fears'only whar 
may prove diftaſiful or pleaſant to their preſent 
flate of Being. The otherbranch of joy is eternal, 
taking its ſpeafication from the objef which is 
God, without end or beginning; it only locks 
upon him, andit is he alone that gives the riſe 
toall its mctions.' One part of this joy is proper 
for us here whileſt we arc i wvia{ as Divines 
term 1t ) or pilgrimes upon earth : the com- 
pletion 
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pletion of the other we mull expect in patria, 
when weshall attain to the mayfon of the bleſ- 
ſed; 'it is this joy St. Bernard meant when he» 
' ſayes, O good Feſu if it be ſo ſweet athing to weep for 
thee., - what will t be to rejayce with and in thee. $o 
that we are here-by a compunFive ſorrow to cru- 
cify our ſelves daily, and bythis means d1i{- 
poſe our ſelves for that joy which is neceſlari- 
ly conſequent to ſuch atts. v1, 11:4* 216 yam 
_ Our Holy Penztent followes this method 
in his petition, he knows the. efftts of a heart 
pierced with a veriuous ſorrow-and repentance, is 
peace, joy, and rhelike: So that rhough we- 
labour here to ſteep our ſelves in bitterneſs and 
anguiſh, there reſults our of theſe avoiesa cer- 
rain contentment in performing our dutics to 
God, andrthis ſogreat, as it {urpaſles all the 
 delivbis of this World. | 
Many Heathen Philoſophers have beenof O- 
pinion, tharvermeit ſelf was a (ufficient regpard 
unto ſuch as embraced it; that is, there 
ſprings from good attions ſuch a ſaiufattion inv 
conformity to the dictamens of reaſon, as they 
have preferred it before riches, honour, orany 
ſenſual pleaſure; we have {centhem endure tor- 
ments of all kind, the hardship of wan, the 
rough trial of diſpraces; and all chis with ſmile- 
ins looks, and meerly from thi Principle, they 
took their cauſe robe good, and that veriye com- 
Ppp manded 
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manded ir; believing her Lawes to be more 
ſutable to a reaſonable Soul than all the glory and 
- pleaty of the World attended on by injuftice and 
impicty. WET $A 
Our Holy Penitent by his own experience 
had learnt that in works of Piety , there is 
found ſomething which fen(ibly aftects the agent 
with dehght, and be they never.ſo knotty, yet 
they are {till ſweetned with this; that reaſon is 
their gvide, that che whole intellectual part ap- 
plauds the a#ion, which concurrence of the 
Souls faculies cannot bur be followed with 
an univerſal dilatation of the ſpiras, and what is 
this bur the height of joy : If then moral actions, 
looked upon as apparallel'd in their ſimple 
natural colours; that is, meerly confined 
ro the limits of whar is good and juft by the 
light of reaſon, prove fuch an eAntidve againſt 
adverſity, as to make them receive the moſt 
embittered eArrowves of fortune with cheerful 
looks: What may we expect when theſeare 
direed to a ſupernatural end, when they are 
enriched with the merits of Feſus C hrift, after 
which our Holy Petitioner languished, and 
whoſe efficacy had influence upon bh: repentance 
ar the diſtance of ſo many preceeding ages, as 
now ithath onoursafrer ſo many ſubſequent re- 
volutions . 
it isthen for the joy of this Salvatzon he_ 
makes 
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makes inſtance, and what a valne mult this 
addition ſer upon his ſmalleſt ſufferings? Whence 
I wonder nor to contemplare much of ſere- 
nity ir the Fore-heads': of afflifted perſons crush- 
ed for vwertues ſake, for the tempeſt wherein- 
theyarec agitated doth only blefterabourt them, 
within they enjoy a Harmony and full peace of 
Mind, eventaſting a kind of Anipaſt or fore- 
notion of Paradiſe. 
L obſerve in the Goſpel of Sr. Luke, how 
Chriſt our Lord gave a check to his Diſci- 
ples, when returning from the exerciſe of 
cheir eApoſtolick Commiſſions they ſeemed to 
plory in their power of caſting-out Devils; and 
when he had terrified them: with a «Afemo- 
randum of the eAnzel's fall , he preſcribes rutes 
how they should lay the foundation of their 
joy, and ſatufation amid{t their tranſcending - 
employments, ſaying, Rejoyce in this that your 
Names are written in Heaven ; Firſt he diſallowes 
notof their joy, bur rather animates them ro 
it; only he diſlikes the motive, or more pro- 
perly to ſay, ſers down whar they ought to 
lay hold onas the 64/4 of cheirexultations : Re- 
Joyce becauſe your N' ames are written in Heaven. T hat 
_ they were xealour in God's ſervice, charitable, 
had the gift of tongues, of working miracles, 
caſting our Devils, and the like; theſe muſt 
not be the groundwork of their contentments; bur 
that 
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that they are by the efficacious Will of God | 
rran{ſmirred to a ſupernatural end, upony 
which foundation are built all the ſpiritual! bene- 

5 of God towards them, as their vocation, ju- 
/lification, and glorification : * From this Root 
ſprings their calling to be a Chriſtian, to be a 
member of Chriſt's true Church, by means. .of 
which they obtain grace, and by the r19/t uſe 
of Grace eternal plorification : T his muſt give, 
birthand life to their joy, and no leſs to ours; as 
itdid toour Holy Penitent before his fall, and 
now reſtored ( as he hopes ) to the wonred ca- 
reſſes of his Creatour, he begins to breath 
after the aſſurance of his predeſlination, whichrhad 
often occaſioned unto him. abundant: -joy. : 
Whereforehe cryes, reſtore unto me the joy.of thy 
Salvation. | 
Yet whileſt he petitioned for this ſolid 
contentment, he was nor ignorant that his Zle- 
_ #ion muſt proceed from the merciful: hand of 
God, and the Collation of glorytrom the intereſt 
of his own merits : God firſt puts us in at 
infallible condition to be happy, and then ſo 
tempers the circumſtances, as we our {elves may 
be a partial cauſe of our bappineſs, he offers the. 
occaſions of merit, this done, heſcconds our 
endeavours ſo powerfully as the «fe, ro wit, 
eternal glory cannot bur follow: So that the 


Joy he ſues for, 1s an aſſurance to be in the ſtate 
of 
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of graceand eternally predeſiinate; that be his 


conbais and afſauirs 1n this life never ſo furious, 


he shall overcome : Be his temptations never {o 
vehement, the ijſue will be glorious, having his 
Eyes ſtill fixt upon the Palms of Beatitude, the_ 
allured gucrdon of his conflicts, 1n caſe, iſay, he 
be in the number of the Predeſtinate. 


Bat as to the infallible decree of predeſii- 


nation, our Holy Penitent knowes it 1s a ſecret 
Shut up inthe ( abinerof his great Councels; 
the joy therefore he aims at here is, that” 
which ariſes from the mediums conſequent to 
our eternal Election : For God firit deſigns our 
Beatitude, and after this the means to arrive un- 
to it, as to have irue faith, to obſerve the 


( ommandements, to avoid ſin, to practice works - 


of mercy, to have a /incere repentance , a perfect 
charity cowards God, and our Neighbour, to 
bear adverſuy with patience, and finally to per= 
ſevercin grace; thele actions he knowesare the 
proper inſtruments to cauſe joy within him; 
in ordertothishe reſolves upon the puncu- 
al accompliſhment of his commands, and this vi= 
goroully like a Grant both with jirmfooting, and 
with /rge and mimble paces; nor will he diſcharge 
this Oblization in a cold manner {imply to pay 
what he owes, bur witn a ſerious application 
of his Mind offcring them up to God, and 


direQting them to his glory with a moſt hoy 


Qqq and 
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and pious zeal; Next, he reſolves alwayes to 
do that whichis moſt acceptable to God, know- 
ins that we cannot give him too much honour, 
and that our fidelity engages us not to omit” 
any occaſion of doing good: Laſily, he will 
be afiduous in framing interiour and exte- 
riour acts of vertues, eſpecially ſuch as more 
immedaately lead unto him, he will conſpire 
with heart and affefion to all the ſervices, to all 
the atts of love, praiſe and glorification, that the 
molt pertect Creatures ever have, or shall 
oive unto him. ' 

His next defion 19 purſuance of this joy 1s to 
have an Eye tohimſef}, whom he beholds like 
A plat of ground, which muſt be cultivated, and 
emboweld ereit be fruitful : He undertakes 
this melioration with the tools of fortitude, tem- 
perance, and other vertues; nor is he ſet on, 
work by the comelinefi of vertue, or turpitude of 
vice; his final end 1s the objeff of all his motion, 
it is mcerly to pleaſe God, and glorify him in 
his Salvation. Heknowes the condition of 
this hfe is alwayes beſet with dangers, and haz- 
zards Calas his own experience had too ireshly 
raught him this Truth) and that we are in the 
midſt of {worn mortal Enemies, wheretore hev 
is reſolved to bear a ftri# band, and purchaſe 
vitory by a perfe&t abnegation of himſelf, of 
his /enſes both interiour and exteriour, o 


his 
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his memory, wderſtanding, and will, knowing it 
is 2 Ate and Tickiyh Combat to overcome by 
Love. 

His third contrivance to joy is, norto fail in 
what he owes to his Neighbour: He conſiders 
eMan iſſuing from the hands of God, and 
in a capacity (if faithful to his Graces) to re- 
turn unto the ſame fountain : Wherefore he 
fears to hate that perſon whom God may 
have deſigned ro love for eternity, andas he 
loves God not as a particular, but univerſal 200d, 
ſo he will cheriſh, /ove, and honour all Souls, as 
being in a poſibility of enjoying him. 

This 1s the foindation our Holy Penitent 
layes for the ſuper/iruture of his joy ; remitting 
the reſt to the diſpo/al of that all comprehending 
Archite, whole lines are drawn ſeverally ac- 
cording to the rule of his providence: For when 
a Soul whom he hath gratified with endearments 
of ſpiritual reliſhes, and ineffable delights happens 
to forfeit by ſome defaulr the ſubtration of his 
grace, ſomerimes upon her repentance he not” 
only admits her again to his favour, bur alſo : 
to her wonted raviſhments, nay to that degree 
as even She ſcems to have gained by her bf : 
Sometimes again he1s pleaſed barely to Sea/ 
his pardon, without any turther communication of 
thoſe Enbuſiaflick throwes, she uſed to feel in> 
her amorous tranſports, Now I find our Penitent 

11 
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in this his petition is delirous to regain all, 
and this appears in divers others of his Pſalms, 
where he ſuffers ſtrange convul/ons 1n his deſires 
ro be united unto God, and now born up 
with a reſleff longing, he ſighs forth, reſtore me the 
joy of thy Salvation. | 

St. Gregory puts this diſtintion twixt corporal 
and ſpiritual pleaſures, that the former not had, 
push us on to vehement defires for the acqui- 
- ſition, but when enjoyed they preſently coy, 
and beget a nauceouſneſs; the other give very 
little inſentive; when abſent, yet being once> 
poſſeſſed they are ſtill covered, becauſe (till 
creating new delights, and though to be kept 
in defire and hope be a kind of torment in Earthly 
enjoyments, yetitis not ſo when they relateto 
Heavenly treaſures, the reaſon 1s, God hath de= 
puted Earth for our hopes, and Heaven forour 
blif: If here we are mindful of Celeſtial glory, 
and mak<cit the ſubjett of our thoughts, and de- 
fires, every the leaſtglimmering hope of that 
bleſled ſtate will produce neffable joy within- 
us. There 1s nothing ſayes St: Bajl which 


_ . ought ſomuchto ravish Man, as to reflect 


that he is deſigned to. ſonoble an end, as to 
cnjoy God's immenſe perfettions for all eternity : 
Whence he inferrs the ſole way to antici= 
pate our happineſs, 1s tothink continually on 
him, to conſider that our Souls shall be tranſ- 


lated 
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lated and as it were diſſolved into his divine ef= | 
ſence: Wherefore he exhorts us to the imita- 
tion of Painters, who aiming at the perfor- 
mance of a rare piece, have their Eyes alwayes 
fixt upon the Original: Butif we pervert this 
order, and make the Earth our, Heaven, "enjoy 
that we should but uſe, what muſt be the, 
;ue; tor after along enquelt, paſſing from one 
delight ro another, our thirſt is never fatis- 
fied : Whence the pleaſures of this life are re- 
ſembled to brackiſh waters, Which ſtill the more 
you drink, the more you encreaſe yourthirft, 
nay they havethis additional circumſtance 
of woe, that their drowthshall never be quench- 
cd in is life, norinthenext; notin ths, for 
Chriſt our Lord politively declaredir tothe 
Samaritan, that thoſe who ſvill themſelves 
with the paddle of Earthly pleaſures $hall'be al- 
wayes thirſty and panting after new refreſhments: 
Notin the nexz life, for rhe whole extent of 
Hell could not afford:the unfortunate richman 
one drop of water,a little toallay the vehemency of 
his enraging heat. I remember Philothe Fewrreat- '. 
ing of Earihly delights calls them furta Celithe plun- 
der of Heaven: Sothat who enjoyes them. ſteals 

them from thence; now'as athief retains what 
he hath got by rapine with a continual fear.and 

jealouſy, which ſtill moderates and allayes 
the contentment of his acqueſts, 1o doubtleſs there 
Rrc 1s 
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isnorhing tranſitory can give atrue ſatufaction to 
the owner. i 

Our Holy Penitent was very ſenſible of 
- this Truth, and grown weary of the World's 
proſperity, confeſſes in another,Pſalm, that his 
Soul could find no comfort but in the meditation 
of everlaſling joy; as in this the whole _ of 
his petition 1s, thatas «4 braham was ready at” 
God's command to ſacrifice /ſaac his fole joy 
and contentment in this life, ſo heis ready 
ro renounce his lovely Abſabm, orany thing 
moſt dear tq him in this World, thatby this 
diſpropriation hemay makea paſlage to that 
lafling joy which attends his Salvation. Where- 
fore he will neyer ceaſe to implore, reſtore 
unto me the joy of thy Salvation. FH 


The eApplication. 


Our Penitent in{inuates the high contentment 
heoncereceived, when adarling to Heaven he 
had promiſes made him, that out of his Line 
Should iſſue forth the Worlds Saviour; and as. 
_ the perpetaizy, of his blood to continue in the 
Thronewas faſtned to hispoſterity, upon a con= 
dition that they obſeryed his Lawes, which 
promiſe was evacuated(he fears)by his tranſpreflions: 
Wherefore now readmitted into favour, he 
hopes tobe reſtored to all his former priviledges 

and 
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and amongſt all, he moſt covets an aſſurance 
rouching the coming of the eMefias, This is 
the joy of Salvationafter which he languishes. 
In imitation we mult rejoyce, in that the /n- 
carnate word 1s come,and redouble our joy in the 
reflection of his glorious qualities: Firſt, that this 
ſacred humanity is diſtained from all the corrup- 
tonsof our nature; and though it be of the 
{ame ſpectes with ours, yet it far ſurpaſles all 
created things, evenin the firſt rank of eAngels. 
Next, his fleſh miraculouſly framed by the 
operation of the Holy Ghoſt ,: of the blood of a 
Virgin all immaculate, was fo pure as noray of 
the Sun could be equalled to it. LZaftly, into 
this wnſpoited fleſh was infuſed a Soul of a beauty 
ineffable, adorned withgrace, kyowledge, and 
all ſupernatural habits, as God himſelf judged 
it not unworthy of his perſonal union. Let” 
theni this accomplished wonder of all perfe- 
tion be the ſubje of our prayer, that we may 
poſſeſs the joy of thy Salvation. * $I @H 
= vdr6d F eAmen. 
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| Et ſpiritu principali confirma me, 
eAnd confirm me with a principal Spirit. 


Emnks our Penitent by this clauſe ſeems 
ro haveshaken off his Chains, and forti- 
fyed with the Seal of his pardon begins' to fly 
atall. He had /aid daimto the Holy Ghoſt; next, 
he expoſtulates for the reſtitution of his primary 
effet which is joy. Now he would have a 
principal Spirit which might lead him to perfe- 
tion, and by that means pur him into the beſt 
poſture of /ecurity from arelaps, as our preſent” 
condition can bear; ſaying, confirm ms with a 
principal ſpirit. 1 F 
This perfefion or principal ſpjrit ſo called, 
becauſe it leads to generous and noble exploits, con- 
liſts ina concourſe of vertuorus habits diſpoſing the 
Soul ro ations molt holy and meritorious. Our Pe= 
nitent aims by it to endear himſelf to God, and. 
ro prove juſt and obliging to his Aeighbour: 
As tothe jr/t, this noble ſpiritſettles the Soul ins 
a perfeft repoſe; and as the Needle alwaycs 
points towards the A(orth-pole, 1o all her af 
fettions guided by this ſpirit tcnd, and reſt 
quietin God: She looks upon herſelf in they 
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condition of his ſpouſe, a quality the moſt jub- 
lime she can be capable off, by which $he is 
enabled to lcada life anſwerable to that title : 
She hath no remorſe of conſcience, as being at a 
oreat diſlance from fn, she is enriched with 
peace, sheltered under God's ſpecial Providence, 
and hath power to bend his will by her prayer to 
any thing she deſires, becauſe shedeſires no- 
thing but what is good: Herthoughts are all cele- 
flial, her affettions all pure, and her life no leſs 
admirable than it is rare. No wonder then if 
our Penitent after a grant of Fubilyes, alwayes 
chearful, alwayes ravished with pledges of 
Salvation $hould petition for this ſpirit of perfe- 
Zion, which might ſecureall theſe advantages 
to him; confirm me with aprincipal ſpiris. 

Itis this wiſdom our Penittent aims at which 
irradiates, enflames, and gives to the Soul 
a relliſh of Heavenly comforts ; this is the Evangelical 
Pearlfor whoſe purchaſe thewiſe Mercham fold 
all he had, andit isa good bargain; for Sr. 
Paul ſayes, a Soul adorned with perfe&ion 1s of 
ſuchavalueas the Earth deſerves notto bear 
her, and Solomon preferrs one fingleperſontearing, 
God before a thouſand impious Sons; nay God 1s 
pleaſed to own a ſpecial proteition of his perfect 
Servams, ſtyling himſelf particularly the God 
of eAbraham, Tſaac, and Facob: SothatTIdoubc 


not , oze Soul endued with Perfection doth 
Sil. alone 
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2lone more'glorify God, than an infinity of 0+ 
chers that languish and confume their lives 
in coldneſr and indevotion:: Our Penitent there 
fore becomes now ambitious of. promoting 
God's honour, ſupplicates for a ſpirit of per feftivn, 
and though he knowes uſually it is notat= 
tained to butbya long pradtice of verines, yet 
Almighty God is pleaſed ſometimes to diſ- 
penſe in this proceeding, and in a moment” 
raiſes to a high degree ſuch as he hath deſigned 

tor- his choiceft favours; and truly he had ſo far 
experienced God's liberal band towards himſelf, 
that he might reaſonably hope to: obtain what= 
ſoever he made the ſubje# of his requeſt, as here 
withall feryourand zeal he petitions; ' comfirmme 
 witha principalſpirit. © WR 7 FT! 
Many Drvines are of Opinion, that ( hrif 
our Lord ſuffered more in the rude combat of 
his paſſion for the molt perfett Souls, than for 
others : For though he offered uphis blood for 
the redemption of alle Mankind, yetall did not e- 
qually ſharein the fruitot his paſſion : Some only 
have conveyed to them by it ſufficient means of 
their Salvation without any other efe#; others 
alſo receive from thence the true remifiion of 
their /ms; bur perfe Souls are raiſed by this 
oblation to a ſtrange pitchin a ſpiritual life, and in 
conſequence to that, to a degree of moſt emj- 
nent glory; Wherefore the paſſion of Chriſt is 
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to them effectively more beneficral.. This poſition 
they prove out of the Canticles, where Chriſt 
ſpeaking roabeloved Soulſayes, wulneraſti Cor 
meum; tharistoſay, there is nota hair ofher 
head, dartof her Eye, leaſtmotion of her heart, 
orlimb, which coſt:him not wound; -becauſe 
they all imporr aQsof obedience,” bumility, and 
bye, towards him; + and-therefore it was a 
pleaſing wound, {inceit was to be'to-them mat- 
4 all rheir. ſpiritual benediFions : 'Whences 
you may fee that {brit our\Eord doth noc 
like Creatures who love ithe lefSthofe perſons that 
have cauſed unto them” the'preater ſufferinss , 
for oneac of pgratithde on our part 1s of a vertue 
ſo ſoveraign, as it heals and'"clofes up-all his 
Wonnds. 15 UL 1H phe E 
'If then his paſron however bitter- in it ſelf 
was madedeljghiful:-rohim inregard of they 
juſ whom:he:foreſaw would 'make -good uſe 
of it; how oughtio ro afe# thoſe who reap 
the beneft, itis this ſatyfattionafter which our 
Penitent aſpires, for in this a double contentment 
arrives to. perfect Souls: Firſt; in that his love 
made him ſuffer fo liberally for them: Next, 
in thar they have- conributed to allay the a- 
cerbities of his paſkon, by the foreknowledge- 
he had of their compliance with" his grace. O 
what ſolid matter- of joy> Now you muſt 
know that our Penizent Jooked upon himſelf 

| alma 
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aſmuch concerned in the fruit and participation 
of Chriſt's merits, as thoſe who were to live 
after his comming and vi/ble appearance upon 
Earth... Our Petitioner in the preceding verſe 
expreſſes himfelf in the Terms of thy ſalvation, 
char is, purchaſed by the merits of Chriſt God- 
man. T he (Churchcalls ita happy fault in that ic 
merited fo greata Redeemer, in the ſame ſenſe 
our Penitent contemplating the cauſe of his 
redemption, admires his happy detrverance, and ur - 
oes for this ſpirit of perfeftion, that as the juſt 
was to be the motive of a more copious effuſion of 
his blood, ſo he becoming perfect might aſ- 
{wage his torments; to which end he cryes, 
confirm me with 4 principal (pirit. | | 

Again, our Penitent is animated to this 
his petition upon the conſideration, that when 
a perfef Soul whom God hath deſigned to 
ſatvationfalls into any notable default (as She may, 
not being impeccable) he lers her not lye- 
mired in the jithof fn without any feeling of 
her condition, but preſently. folicits. her 
with his exciting graces, and this with ſuch im- 
portunityas hetold St. Paul, it was hard for him 
to play the obſtinate againſt lo many darts of his 
love, and if ever that parable was fulfilled, 
where out Saviour having found the loft ſheep, 
witneſſes more joy for the recovery of that one, 
than of the Ninety nine he had leftin the de- 
rr, 
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fart, itis certainly in the reſett/ement of a Soul 
in his favour, whom he hath marked our to 
be his: 'Tis true, ſometimes Almighty God 
withdraws his ſuſtaining hand,and permits them 
to dash upon the Rock of offence, lo to humble 
them ; x a0 ſm might effect what his Grace 
could not, yet the condyfron is alwayes to their 
greater good; andit hemakes uſe offo many 
ftratagems to bring them; to. their former [late of 
happineſs, being once returned, with what pro- 
fulions of his bounty, with what inundations 
of:-his grace doth he overflow them? Iris then 
a Soul makes a new oblation of herſelf to God, 
renewing her yowes andpromiſes,, and ſoon, 
regains her former. luſire; nay becomes more 
accompliſhed improving ſtill her 4ght and ver- 
twe, and with theſe pentteptial ornaments She” 
invites. het Efpouſe to 4 viſits who declares in 
the Canticer ,- that he 5 deſcended into the Garden 
of Filberts, and: amidſt the «A pples of the Valleys. 
Intimating by+theſe-words, that his ſat#- 
faftion 18-to: behold: a Soul-(:freed from the 
{ink *of ſin ) to-:ſþring anew,, and: bud forth in 
the prattice of:eminent;vermes, to fee her 
like-fire-always 10 motion, acting-generous 
things -for his:dervice?:1;To hear her. a> 
midft the baits-of this worlhco ſend;forth ame- 
rous Siphs, atter;him , 'paſſionately ,Coveting 
to be diſcharged from the mals: of: _——_ 
£11 Tre O 
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{o toarriveatthe fruition of bim, and he is ſo 
good as to anſwer every motion of this converted 
Soul : She never looks on him, but he amo- 
rouſly caſts an Eye upon ber; she never thinks 
on him, bur he requites the kindneſs with a 
thought on her ; She never gives herſe]t unto 
him, but he as liberally beflowes himſclfupon_- 
her : Theſe are the entertainments our Holy Pe- 
nitent doth promiſe ro himſelf by means of 
this ſpirit of perfeftion , he confcſles he hath 
been humbled by his fn: Next, he hopes he 
is raiſed by his Grace, and now he expects the 
conſequence of his merciful reconciliation; implo= 

ring, confirm me with a principal ſpirit. 
When I read th#clayſe,it minds me of what 
St. Paul ſayes, that where ſmhath abounded, there 
Grace doth many times ſuperabound : For doubtleſs 
nothing adds wings to the fervour of a true Peni- 
tent, like to the remembrance of their paſt failmgs, 
whence I gather our Petitioner, upon theſe ſeeds 
of his reſtauration, will add a ſuperſtracture:of my 
flick Divinity, and raiſe himſelf ro ashigh a 
pitch of Union with God, as in this lifetMans 
1s capable of, Butin this enterprize he'is 1g 
norant what method to follow , becauſe no 
certain rule is ſet dowri by God for its acquiſi- 
tion, it beinga puregift of his, like Graceyrats 
given; thatwe might know we havea eLa- 
fter in Heaven, who inſtrutts ———— by 
1m- 
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himſelf his D:ſciples in the maxims of true wiſdom: 
Wherefore our Penitent truſts not to his own 
induftry or VYertue, but ſupplicates for divine im 
miſſions, as athing independent ofany other 
means than his own free Donation ; confirm me with 
a principal ſpirit. 
T his Science of myſlick Divinity is defined 
an experimental knowledge of God, ariſing from 
2 tolt elevated union of the will with him : For 
the willis the Organ of a ſpiritual rellſh, by which. 
M an taſtes the ſweetneſs of God, and by this 
experience teaches the underſtanding what God is: 
Now this ſavour, taſt, or ſpiritual feeling may 
be ſaid robe a kind of knowins; becaule love 
it ſelf according to St. eAuſtin 1s a knowledge ; 
but a knowledge ſo ſecretas uninteligtble co any but 
the perſon in whomitis; as it 1s common-= 
ly ſaid of a ſmart pain,. none can{o juſtly con- 
ceive it as he that ſuffers. Now our' Penitent 
thirſts after this banquet, he knowes'it forti- 
fies and confirmsa Foul inthe praftice of devo- 
tron, and atapinch' ſuſtains her in the rudes 
lemkers of temptations : For: being wnited'unto 
God, she is aboveall the' attratirves, and wo- 
lence of Creatures $6 that enjoying this teliciow 
pueſt by an experimental k Ao gs thereis doubr= 
Tebs. nothing in this-Workd"of force- to lſe- 
parate her from God: This Fob ſeems toin+ 
lingate Chap. 1. Place me near to thee, -and 7 fear 
T7 1108 
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not the attempt of any : And St. Paul likewiſe aps 
prehending himſelf in- this ſecure flate ſets 
rhe whole World at defiance, who (layes he) 
ſhall ſeparate me fromthe love of Feſus C brift. 
+ As this ſecrity muſt needs give binh to 
continual a#s of joy: No lefs arg the ravjh- 
ments which overwhelm a Soul inthe prattice 
of this devotion, for it 1s acertain hvely expe- 
riment of God's intimate preſence, of his eſſence, 
of his perfeions and. divine operations, and this 
with .an_ experimental affetion or ſtrang aſſurance 
that we love God, that we makehisgloryour 
intereſt, that by complacence and friendſhip we share 
in what hchath, it being the Nature of true 

love to make all things common. F 
The jſt effett is ro work a compleat eZe- 
tamorphoſie in us; for to transforma thing, is to 
ſeparate it from its natural form, and. communi- 
cate another not only interiour but exteriour. : 
Now whena Soul isarrived to:a boly compla- 
cence in} God, and to a ftrit amity: with him, 
she is deveſted of the form of fn, : and vitious 
affetions, which was her natural inclination, and 
receives within.the Center of her heart, new 
affeflions ,  defires wholly Divine ;+and motions 
quite.'different -from what Nature prompts 
her to: . This made St. Paxl cry { live now, not 
I, but Chriſt doth live in me ; 'and this: ſame motive 
gavelife tro our Petitioners preſent addreſs, that 
gaining 
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oaining this ſpirit of perfetion he might looſes 
himſelf, and by that enterchange come to 
know what God u: That he is a ſoarce of g00d= 
neſs, eminency and beauty; that:he merits all ho- 
nour, glory, reverence, and praiſe: Then com- 
paring himſelf to God, he beholds how vile 
captive, and contemptiblea ( reature he is :. Laſtly , 
comparing God to himſelf, he:admires the 
greatneſs of his clemency and ſweetneſs that deligns 
tolodge in ſo deſpicable a place as his conſa= 
ence, the ineſtimable treaſures of -his wiſdom, hence 
enfired with a glowing flame of love, he can think 
on nothing but him, ſtudy no ſatisfaction that -re= 
lates not rohim, and abhorrsall ſenſual plea- 
ſure whatſoever: In ſequel of this ariſes a de- 
lipht and'\ſweetneſs, which ſurpaſſes all. that is 
Earth; Nay even the capacity of Man in this 
kfe, as many Saints have witneſſed the ſame, 
crying out, O Deus contine undas gratixe. That 
ſuch a torrent of delights overwhelmed them as 
ifthey werenot moderated, they muſt.needs 
have openeda paſſaze-unto Death; O 1. Who 
would not be overcome by ſuch a conquering 
ſpirit ; confirmme with a principal ſpirit: 

Anothereffef of this ſpirit is to ſettle the Soul 
ina great quiet and repoſe, freetromalljoy,grief or 
thelike; forevery thing is atreſt when in irs 
proper place and center:Now God is our Souls final 
end, nor can ſhe be. more intimately united unto him 
| 71 EV in 
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in this life than by the power of this Celeſtial 
Philoſophy, wherefore: the ſtorms of paſſions ve= 
ry liccle moleſt a Soul enriched with: this 
ſpirit; all things pals in. peace and tranquility, and 
though itbe crue that we mult ſtil] labour in 
a certain /anguiſhment and defire, until wereach 
our (enter, yetthisisſoattempered by the 
goodneſs of God,. as 1t 15 NO wayes / rkſome. 
* -eA bolyperſon expreſſes thu very pathetically ; ſay- 
ing, > My Lord and Goa, who art the ſupport and ſtrength 
of thoſe who faithfully ſeek you, at the entrance of your 
Paradiſe | behold you, and beholding I cannot yet ſay 
what Objeit I have bofere me, becauſe I ſee nothing that 
i viſible, there uu only one thing [ dare owne to know , 
that I am both ignorant of what 1 ſee, nor ſhall I be 
ever able to know it: For raiſing my Soul tothe bigbeſt pitch 
I find you infinite , and incomprehenſible beyond the ac- 
ceſs of my imagination, and whileſt my thoughts would go 
on, and make a further inquifition, a miſt of ignorance 
ſurrounds me: But Oh my (god, what is this ignorance 
but a learned ignorance! Nox illuminatio mea in 
deliciis meis; thu obſcure Night i a ſplendour over- 
ſpread with delights, the ſum of my joy and conſolation in 
tha life ; 14 to confider that you are infinity i ſelf, in- 
comprehenſible and an inexhauſted Treaſure. What fe- 
licity one day to poſſeſs in glory a good without end, and 
which exceeds what the underſtanding can imagine, the 
heart deſire, or tongue can expreſs, and that theſe Clouds 
which now involve us ſhall break forth into a Day ofeter- 
. nal 
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nal Sun-ſhine. . By which you may ſee, that 
holy perſons in theſe admirable tranſations,, 
though they are left in darkuef, and meetnor 
with a compleat allay of all thier defires, © yet 
itbreeds no dſquiet, andall thereſt is ſupply- 
ed by a perfet ſubmiffion to the will of God, 
notdeſiringeven Heaver it felf but accord- 
ing to the meaſure of his degree. + __ Hi” 
Our Holy Penitent having received the 
fruit of one.part of this meditation by his graci- 
ous deliverance from the ſervitude of jim, he now 
cavets to be ſhehered under the ſeaire Baſtion of 
this principal ſpirit, Confirm m e,&c, 
_.- Some cxpolitours. underſtand: by :this 
principal ſpirit the firſt perſorot thebleſfled Trini- 
ty, unto whom power is peculiarly attribu= 
red: Whencethey inferr in this/petition he 
pretends to a gift of Rule and Government, that 
by his prudent orders circumſtanced with Reli-, 
gion, he might induce his Subjeti ro paywhat 
| they owe toGod, himſelf, and to one anather: 
By which that choſen Nation committedto, his 
guidance might flourish, and he himſelf make 
ſome reparation for the ſufferings thrown upon- 
chem in puniſhment of his tranſgreſſions. 1} 
Others conceive, that by this clauſe he. 
aims at the-Spirit of Prophecy, becauſe in the 
ſubſequent verſe he undertakes to play the eLa- 
ter, and teach the wicked, Principles of Heaven, 
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to which nothing would more conduce than 
a prophetick faculty. | 

Notwithſtanding theſe Opinions, I ad- 
here to my firft conception, that the ſprit of perfec- 
tion is the ſcope of his defires, becauſe it in- 
cludes the others; for perfection is ſtyled by 
Maſters of ſpirituality a ſpirit of wiſdom, and by 
conſequence proper for a GFovernour; and as 
toRevelation it is moſt certain that contem- - 
plativesare illuminated, andreceive irradiations 
which narurally they could not attain to, 
they are often ſo {urcharged with ſupernatural 
lighis, and knowledge , a proſpett of the World's 
Scene being laid open tothem, as even ravish- 
cd with admiration they ſcem to ſuffer with-an 
exceſi of communications , which made our Holy 
Penitent in ſome ſuch like tranſport cry our. 
eAnima mea copnoſcit nimy ; that the divine" ope= 
rations within his Soul exceed: the limits of 
her capacity, Wherefore we "conclude , 
that perfefion is an abreviate of Gods Univer- 
ſal favours to Man, and that our Holy Pe- 
nitent in this his petition comprehends what 
ſoever he can ask 3 confirm me with a principal 


(pirit. 


The 


(265) 
The eAj pplication. 


Weare taught in thisclauſeto aſpire un- 
to perfettion which confiſts in theſe degrees. The 
firſt is to obtain grace and charity 3. this perfetion 
is requiſitetoall Chriſtians, and is ſo efſen- 
tial to a ſpiritual life that without itwe cannot 
make one ſtep towards Heaven. The ſecond per. 
feflion is of councel, and conſiſts 1n a certain diſpo- 
fition of the Soul, to pertormreadilyand with- 
out difficulty on her part, not only what is com- 
 manded, but alſo works of ſupererogation; and this 
in a manner more pure, and more ſpiritual than 
uſually is done; to this Chriſt our Lord'ex- 
horts us in the fifth of St, «Adatthew, Be yeper- 
feft as your Heavenly Father #, perfett,' The third 
perfeftion conſiſts in eterngl felicity, where wes 
Shall be united toa ſouereigngood, by a dear vi- 
fron and fervent love. This is called our finalper- 
fection, becauſe there is none greater. The 
other two branches are but the means to arrive at 
ts. The ſubject then of our petition muſt 
be toattain to our Beatitude, andthz : truly to be 
confirmed with aprincipal ſpirit. .. eAmen. 
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© Docebo inzquos Vias tus , 
[will teach the wicked thy wayer. . 


'O)% Holy Penitent like a Souldier compleat- 
ly armed (who expects bur the S:2nal to 
fall on ) believes himſelf now fitted for vreat 
deſins : His\jrſtundenaking is to chaulk out the 
wicked the Paths of Salvation, an emerprize worthy 
ſo great a Prince, and ſo'igreata Penitent; and 
which Chriſtour Lord an zxcreated wiſdom made 
the ſole motiveof his becoming eAZan. T his 
he declares'inexpreſs terms, afferting, that he 
came not to call the ety monk Upon this foun- 
dation I conceive\ heiimpoſed upon us an- 
obligation of loving our Neighbour, as our ſelves: 
By vertue of which command we areto .cx- 
poſe our corporal life and fortune for the: preſerva- 
tiorof our Neighbours ſpiritual pood ; if Chriſt 
{ets ſo higha value. on a drop of water, or [crap 
of bread giveniin his Name to relieve the want 
of a"diftreſſed perſon, as that he will own'it as 
done to himſelf, what may we expect in return 
when we prevent the eternal miſery of our 
Neighbour, which is the neceſlary conſe- 


quence of /m not defaced by repentance. Theſe 
reflections 
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reflections ſo tranſported , St. Greoory the 
great as to make him ſay, The very eAngels do 
envy'eManin the converſjon of a fmnner: Nay, they 
would be content to quit even the beatifick 
Vion for awhile, that they might render ro 


God the ſervice of gaining one Soul; and could' 


they repine atany thing, irshould be in nor 
having Tongues ſenſibly to expreſs themſelves 
in order to thyend, Wherefore you may ice 
by.this clauſe our Pemtent 1s grateful, he will 
not like the ſluggh flepard bury-his Talent in_ 
the Ground, but improve it, and this by the 
nobleſt way of Traffck encreaſing the num- 
ber of the bleſſed» / will teach the withed thy 
WaYys. 'f o $ 4 
There isnothing certainly holds in ſub- 
jeftion, and ſtrikes an awe and reſpeF into us 
. more than the impreſſions of kwwledoe we re- 
ceive from any perſon, thvſe who are moſt 
famcd for wifdome in the world, have alwayes 
ackndwledged a greater Oblipation' to their, 
eAaſfters than Parems,” becauſe the oe made 
chem ſimply to kve,.irhe others'to live wel": It 
was from this principle thatrGoddeligning to 
g1VE a Precept of charity to hiSvenfonable Creatures, 
co:facilitate rhe Execition of *this his command, 
ordained a dependency-of one'another-1A'the- 
conveyance of intellefiual notions *tharthe firit 
rankiot Seraphims should entighten the nexr 
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immediate order, and ſo to the loweſt Flie- 
rarchy; for from this ordinate tranſmiſſion of 
ſcientifical ſpecies ariſes a Harmony of love and reſpe?, 
love in thoſe that communicate, reſpett in thoſe s 
that receive; nordoth it end inthe giver, .and 
receiver, but is returned with the advantage 
of praiſe and glory unto the jupream Fountain 
whence all rue wiſdom lowes. Now Princes 
are Earthly Seraphims, unto whom it belongs 
Cas mortal Quires) to enrich their Nobility , 
they their immediate ſubordinate ranks, 
and (o tothe loweſt Peaſami, with Documents 
of Fuſtice, temperance, and Piety : Firſt, by good 
example: Next, by a vigilancyto putin Execu+ 
tion pious, andequitable Lawes. 

Our Holy Penitent happily ambitious to 
lay the Foundation of a Common-wealth, which 
unanimouſly conſpiring to God's honor might 
imitate that of the bleſſed, is reſolved to play 
his part; he will not barely mim, but teach 
by his actions what his /ubjects owe to God, 
Nay hewill have a particular Eyeunto the wick- 
ed, and shew his zeal in their reduction, a task 
beyond the victory over Lyons and Giants. Z 
- willteach the wicked thy wayes. > Fei: 

[ will teach the wicked thy ways, thatis, thy com- 
mandments, and from thence confound them 
intheirdiſobedience: for God having cre- 
ated the world of nothing , an abſolute dominion 

OVEL 
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overall Creatures is from thence moſt juſt= 
ly due unro him, andaif the poxter of che ſame 
M aſs of (lay, compoſes / gels of honour, and 0< 
thers to baſer uſes, and this without any blame, 


though many cauſes concurr with him in this 


action: Wirth much more reaſon God having 
had no parmerin the production of Creatures 
ought to havean entre diſpoſal of them ; this ſo- 
vereignty by the title of Creation is the moſt 
noble and accompliſhed that can be imagined, be- 
cauſe hederives the priviledge from none, but 
holdsit from himſelf,1o that it is natural to him. 


Having laid this foundation, our penitential | 


e Maſter unfolds unto the wicked a Lay eter- 
nal, which is nothing elſe but certain decrees 
and maxims he framed in his infinite underſtanding 
from all eternity, by which he reſolved to 
governthe Wold, when he should think fir” 
togive ita Being. Amongſt a multitude of 
theſe Maxims, One 1s, to concurr to the- 
motions.and attions of all Creatures conformably 
to their Natures which he would not deſtroy. 
eAnctheris, topermit Man to act according 
to his firenzthand libertywhat{oever theiſlue be. 
The'third is, not toadmit him into Zeaven,un- 
leſs he renderhim/elf in ſome ſort capable of it;and 
after the'Collationof his grace, and impoſition of his 
commands, never to violence his liberty 1o to' vbſtrutt 
ſm, but yet he reſolved todraw good gue of evil, and 
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at the latter day paſs a ſevere ſentence upon v0o- 
luntary bad aftions. 

This is then the fr/t leon our Convert will 
read unto the wicked, that the decrees of God 
rouching the worlds Government as they are- 
cternal, ſo are they immutable. If ſome be fro- 
zen through want of light and heat, others a- 
oain do melt with the exceſs of both , yet 
willhenot for all this alcer the Sun's courſe 3 
if ſome do abuſe free will, and by it work 
their own deſtruttion, this imconveniency will 
not make him change whar he hath done, nor 
abrogate that noble priviledge, Though beaver 
Should become a deſart, yet will he not people 
it but with ſuch as merit it by a good lifes I. 
mean in perſons grownup to the ſe of reaſon, 
however foolish intoxicated brains may quarrel 
his condu& ( as they do) in many of theſe, 
particulars. ; | 

The next Lefure our ( onvert will hold 
forth unto the wicked, and mark our tothem 
the track of heaven, is, that this ſupream Lord hath 
imprinted in every man a /aw of reaſon; by 
which if he ſquare nor his aftions, his own 
reaſon will riſe up againſt him, play the judge, 
and condemn him: This light tells us we muſt 
fly what isevilin it ſelf, and embrace that” good 
which is ſo intrinſick to our natures , as its 
contrary 15 abſoluely evill : As for example, toa- 

| . dore 


new) l 
dore God is athing ſo correſponds with eAans 
reaſon, as were there no ſuperiour command todo 
it, yet our own judgement could not but al- 
low itasproperand fitting to be done, both 
in conſideration of Man's infirmity and vile- 
neſs, asalſoin relation to the greatneſs and in- 
fnity of God. This light is ſo univerſally 
ſpread, that ſcarce any can be found fo fa- 
vage, whoknowsand performs notgood in 
fome kind orother : St. Paul confirms this 
doctrine ad Rom. 1. The Gentils ignorant both of the 
Law of Moſes andthe goſpel donaturally diſcharge ſome 
part of the Law, that 1s, of nature; whence St. Au 
flin cryes out, O God your Law 1 written in our 
hearts , which no iniquity can raze-out. Hence> 
ſprings a remorſe of conſcience even in the moſt 
barbarous perſons, after the perpretation of 
any crime oppolite to the law of nature , and 
which ſooner or later never fails to ſeize 
them with' apprebenfons of the divine juſtice, bur 
eſpecially when grae (of which no man is | 
alrogether and always deſtitute )- awakens 1 
their drowzy and extinguished conſcience_s : - 
this I ſay ever gives them fome light ſpark 
of. knowledge, by which. their: firſt inconſederate 
at is rendred leſs excuſable. ''Thus our brave 
combatant beats the wicked with'their own wea- 
pons , and evidently demosſtrates ( referring 
all to their own conſcience) that when 
they 
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they prevaricate by injuſtice, falſhood, irreverence 
to God, impenitency and the like; they a a-. 
oainlt a Law-giver which is God himſelf; and 
againſt a Law that took birth with their Crea- 
tion, and 1s the eMode/and Rule of humane Lawes, 
which ( withour conformity to this Law ) 
are not Lawes, but injuſtice and tyranny; I will 
teach the wicked thy wayes. 

T he third remonſtrance of our enflamed Do- 
Qtour is, to inform the wicked that poſitive 
Divine Lawes are necellary, not only to retify 
their wandring ſteps, but alſo to preſerve the juſt 
in their righteous paths, The reaſon is, eAan 
is deſigned to a ſupernatural end, to arrive at” 
which his nataral faculties are deficient, where- 
fore it was requiſite he should have ſupernatural 
precepts and rules proportioned to the. ſublime con- 
dition of his end :- Beſides, after he had cx- 
changed a ſtate of innocency for that of in, and 
corruption 3 he ſtood in need of a Maſter who 
might imſiruct him how diſaſtrous a thing 
is, how neceſſary to have aredeemer, all which 
Divine Lawes do open unto him. Again, to 
obſerveeven the Lawes of ature would have 
beenabard tack; if he aſpirednot after ſom- 
thing more ſublime; for the efforts of his Soul 
are ſocloggedby the violence of his paſſions, and 
his nature ſo weakned by /n, that unleſs di- 
vine poſutive laws had engaged man unto heavenly 


purſuits 
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purſuits, ſcafce would he ever have been able 
to reach the perfet obſervance of the Law of na-_ 
ture. La'tly, ir wasneceſlary he should have. 
alwayes before his Eyes his dependency and jub= 
jeftion unto God, ſoto be ſtirred up to the 
performance of his duty, and by giving teſtimony of. 
his faithful obedience merit ſomething at his 
hands; wherefore his Creation was no ſooner 
finished, but God laid a command upon him), 
that he might know even in Paradiſe he had a 
Maſter. Next, he conſecrated the Seventh 
day ro works of his ſervice, obliging the firſt 
inhabirants of the Earth -to its: obſervance : 
Moreover, thoſe firſt Men of the World 
were obliged to the ſupernatural vertues of Faith, 
Hope, and ( harity, without which aQts they 
could not be ſaved; now thoſe decrees were 
poſiirve Lawes, and fuperadded to thoſe of nature ; 
fo that in all times Men were never left purely 
ro the Law of nature, but 1t was Intermixed 
with ſeveral poſitive ordinations, that might help 
chem on more advantaziouſly in the way of their 
Salvation. CALLY 
Our Holy Penitent having thus expoſed 

before the wicked the endearing providence of 
God over mankind, who never abandoned 
them to the ſole inftint of nature, and conduit of 
their own Reaſon, bur like a careful eaſter 
teaching them his will by himſlelf, and give= 

| LL ing 
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ing them particular directions to lead them in the 
way of vere; he would not ftop there, bur 
proceed toa further elucidation of God's benefits 
rowards them; that at laſt overcome by his 
_ gvodneſs, they might lay down their arms, and 
think it no diſhonour to lye proſtrate at thes 
feet of fo noble a Conquerour; which if our pe- 
nitent can effect , he will repeat with much 
joy, Iwill teach the wicked thy ways. 

Our zealous convert plyes the /ron whilſt it 1s 
hot, hoping to render the wicked more malleable, 
wherefore he produces the Moſarck law given 
by God to ſantify the Children of eAbrabam, 
and diſpoſe the World for the knowledge, belief, 
and honorable reception of Jeſus Chriſt : The 
Lay conſiſted in precepts moral, ceremonial, and 
judicial : The firffcontained the Ten Command- 
ments, and divers others relating to them; 
| and though the Law of nature led to their ob- 
ſervance, yet many errours were commitred in 
reference to them , which were cleared, 
and better regulated by pe/itive Lawes, The 
Ceremonial were ordained inorder to the .wor- 
{hip of God , regulating what belongs to 
the Sacraments, Temple , inſtitution of fafts , - 
and bloody Sacrifice of Beeſts; wherein God 
manifeſted his juſtice, declaring that jim de- 
ſerved Death, and likewiſe his Mercy, in, 
that he would exchange the death of a inner 

for 
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for that of a poor animal. The third are judi- 
cial which conſpire to the cftablichment 

of a rare > ao amongſt the Fews, thar 
| by an admirable policy being Kept in peace, 
Religion might flourish; the number of their 
Laws amount to above fix hundred, an Argu- 
ment of God's indulgence towards them : 
For the Fews being ſtupid, and of a groſs 
apprehenſion, uncapable of being led by 
general rules , as not. knowing how to apply 
chem in particular emergencies, he was pleaſed in 
every point to fatisfy and inſtrudt them: 
Nay his particular providence herein appears, thar 
dclivering ſo many eAnicles for their obſer- 
vance, he ſeems to take upon him the whole 
care of providing for their temporals as well as 
ſpirituals, as if he would keep a watch oyer e- 
very ſtepand motion of theirs, ro the end all 
things might be exa#, and ſerled in the hioh- 
eftorder. He deſigned them likewiſe to be, 
a patternof Holineſs and Sanctity to the Gen. 
tiler, that by their example they might be 
drawn from the corruption of [delatry , to the: 
real ſentiments of vertue and religion, where- 
fore he planted chem in the midft of the ha- 
bitable world. | 
Laftly, it was juſt that Nation should be 
the moſt Religious and Pious, from whence 
Feſus ( brift was to iſſue forth, thatthey mighr 
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prefigure, publish, and engrave him in the 
bearts and minds of Men by their holy Ceremonies 


and legal bbſervances, which were all to repre- 


ſent him , and the wonders of his life and 
death: for this cauſe, the kingdome of the Fews 
was: prophetick, and their religious aftions a fioure 
of the qualities, condition, and myſteries of Jelus 
Chriſt : Nay; all thewoyhip and ſervice which 
God required of that Nation, and all the 
Exerciſe of their Religion was meerly to foretel, 
announce, expectand receive the eMeſias ; 
wherefore St. Paul calls ica holy Law abound- 
ing in Ceremonies , and all tending ro this 

cftect. - | 
I cannot doubt but our great Dotour and 
Prophet did with much Energy inſiſt upon. 
the deſigned End of the eAZoſaik Law which 
is Jeſus Chriſt ; repreſenting to the wicked 
that the ſole way to Salvation was by repentance 
and belief inthe eAeſiias; exhoring them to 
joyn with him in the praice of Heroick afts of 
vertues, lo to expedite his coming, and repeat 
after him this his daily Prayer ; whowill groe us 
from Sion the Saviour of [ſrael. He told them 
there was nota /gb or /anguiſhment, any prayer , 
or 20od work, directed for the acce/leration of this 
myſtery which had nor its effe#; that Abraham 
advanced it much by his prodigious at of o- 
bedience in offering to Sacrifice his Son, and- 
| | after 
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after hs had runover all the Geſts a Saints 
till his time , he conclude all theſe motves 
would have been little efficacious without the 
charity, mercy, and /oveof God to loſt Man. St. 
Fobn attributes the glory of this «Aion to love 
alone, andif ſome have comparcd the vigour 
of love toequalthat of death, : Idare give ita 
higher Encomimm, and will ſay itwasſo gene- 
rous as to tranſport it ſelf up toiHeaven,: and 
aſſault the Divinity in his Throne, drawing 
from thence the eternal San of God. Owho 
can be ſowicked to behold: the /ines of this mer- 
ciful proceeding drawn: fotth; and not preſent- 
ly joyn.jſue with our holy-preacher to.aban+ 
don the.pernicious wayes of: fm, a1d- become.a 
Diſciple iti the Rudiments of. vette ': \ Tio behold a 
Redeemer living in the Hearts of den, before 
hecame to l;ve npon Earth, to ſeeall the; Sar= 
Zity of the Forldaddrefſed to him; co ſprak af 
nothing but him, and all conſpire te his» glory. 
It before he came, he had ſo many zongues and 
voices to ſet him:forth;"and that the Law and 
ſervice of God had no other aimthan to engrave- 
the Mefias in the feans of Men;;untAt expre/iions 
oughtroenflame.our xzechatzes: :hhis-birch, "7 
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'Theſe are; the wayes-EUr Graduate: aol "er 
till intoghe Minds of the wcked;\and-.centain- 
ly he did-it with a excels of fervenr, and: delight 


Yet Aaaa helped 


IV 
Y 


(278, 
helpedon by the confideration, that out of 
his ſeed rhe Sawour of /frazl was to be born: 
And itis clearhe kept cloſe to this Theam e- 
ven to the laſt, making it his 1 eſtament, and 
the ſubjett of his expiring words to his Son Solo- 
mon , - That he ſhould be ſure towalk'in the wayer of the 
Lord, :thatin'the exa# obſervance: of his judements 
and Commandment written in the Law of Moſes 
were faſtned the ſucceſſion of his Crown, ſaying; 
T hes done thou ſhalt not want one of thy poſterity to ſit 
uponthe throne of Tjrael. Thelc arc the-wayes if 
happily taken will preſerve the wicked from_ 
ruine, givethem eternal life, ſecure them from 
Hell, :and open a pO all the delights of 
Heaven, as St. Fohn'fayes; To'theend that all who 
believeinthe ſhould poſſeſs eternal bliſs, Wherefore 
our Penitent egged on by ſo many powerful mo 
tives.to thediſcharge of his tack, will never fail in 
whatche hath promiſed, to zeach the wicked the 


The «Application; - 

. Our Penitent inſtructs us here by his ex- 

ample ,"that-there-is no employment ſoaccepta- 

ble unto God , as to difþziſe in ottr-Neigh- 

bour the elonds of Ignorance 3 and/imbue him 
withi- principles of wiſdome.” His $0n:! Sofo- 
mmwas perhaps taught by: this clauſe = 
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dreſs ſo happily his petition. And Foelthe pro- 
phet makes it the great ſubject of good tydings 
he foredeclared to the-Church: Be glad yea 
Sons of Sion, andrejoyce in the Lord your God, who hath 
given you ateacher of righteouſneſs. Ariſtotle being 
asked why Commonywealths did not aſſign pen/j- 
ons tor e Maſters that taught and inſtructed o- 
thers, as they did to other offices of the State, 
made this reply , becauſe there conld be no reward 
anſwerable to their deſert : if he thought certain”, 
notions in natural knowledge to be ſovaluable, what 
a price would he have ſet on ſuchas convey the 
ſublime myſteries of heaven unto us : Let us then 
1mſtrud our Neighbour, by good example, by 
doing charity to the diftreſſed,” and' by whole 
ſome Documents, every one accotding to his 
Talent and eAbility: And in doing this, we» 
follow the ſteps of a great Saint who believed 
he could. innarhing better expreſs his'grati= 
tude and zeal for God's' hinour” than in the” 
Reduion of Souls tothe way. of Salvation; 
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Et impii ad te convertentur, 


eAndthe impious ſhall beconverted to thee. 


BY this clauſe our Penitent deſtroyes rhe O- 
pinion of {ome in thoſe modern times, who 
aſſert, that Chriſt died no: for all Men, ' but only for 
the ele; for if the impious be not excluded from 
the participation of his precious Blood , ſurely 
there is none that are, impicty being a ime 
that direQtly ſtrikes againſt the honour of. God, 
and is a complaet rebellion againſt his Divinity. 
Now if our Divine by, his preaching was confi- 
dent toreguce fuch oftendours, whom can we- 
imagine shallbe excepted? nor can they ſay we 
are put into a;worſe coudition bythe ext 
Lay:;, -in-which.a plenitude of beneditions arc 
Showred down upon-.us, and which.-as far 
excceds the eMeoſaick, asathing real, the type 
and figurethat repreſents ir. Sr. Fohn Chap. 
1.2. ſayes,(hriſt i a propitiation for cur fins, and 
not only for ours but for the ſins of the whole World. 
Firſt, Chriſt ſatisfied for eAdam's diſobedi- 
encc and original fin, witneſs St. Paul, ad Rom. 
Chap. 2. eAs death entered bythe default of one, ſq 
life by the juſtice and obedience of one, —_—_ "a 
>; oÞ11 
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Fohn fayes, Behold the Lambof God that taketh away 
the ſms of the World, that is, original ſn, tor the 
Greek verſ1on puts it in the Singular Num- 
ber, ſo Bede,T heophila#,and St. Thomas underſt- 
andit. TheeAngehcal Dottoradds, that the Son 
of God was incarnate rather for oripinal jm, 
which was an univerſal evil; whoſe venome in- 
feed all Mankind, than for the aflual and 
perſonal fins of the World; butas no fr is irce- 
miſlible to an infinite mercy by conſequences 
after original fin, he made ſatufaction for-all ac 
tions and tranſereſiions which were mortal : The 
reaſon is, that mortal ſms not only deprivethe Soul 
ot the vi/ſton of God forall eterniry, bur like- 
wile expoſes it to the everlaſting torments of Hell; 
the Son of God then, whoſe nature tall good= 
neſs conſidered the miſery of theſe fins, and 
offered up his /ife and death for their expia= 
tion. 
For without ſantifying grace our works are © 
not meritorious ; nor can they ſatufy for any 
venial fin : ' Wherefore deprived of grace by original 
fim,. we could not by our felves (no noc by - 
_ theaſliſtanceof the bleſfied Angels ) ſatfy for 
the leaſt venial nm: Becaule, though they be 
endued with grace, yet no pure Creature can 
merit condign grace:: Wherefore it-was rey 
ceſlary that Feſus ( brift Should make ſatyfaction 
for our leaſt failing, as St. Auſtin ſayes excel- 
Bbbb. lently 


— . _ 
re err enn err trench, 


 — 


ws 
—. 


© th 0 OR I DFE Om BY AS ny ot es IDA 
- -_ = © Nl Spe Lov 


UE "4 


(288) - 
lently well, zhat to ſave an infinity of V Vorlds we 
ought not to caſt one glance of the Eye contrary to the will 
of God, Whence it is clear no Creature can 
ſatesfy tor the leaſt fin, fince to do it, we muſt 
offcr up ſomething more valuable than the 
whole VV orld. | 

IF then we could not free our ſelves 
from the leaſt deviation withour the imterpoſition 
of his merits, muchleſs were we in acapaci- 
ty to reheveour ſelves from the guilt of Enor- 
mous Crimes, and if as to theſe the fruit of 
his paſs/on was not applycd unto all, ic muſt 
be either from the ineffcacy of ſatufation, or a 
defet of commiſeration and goodneſs towards his 
Creatures. Ircannot be the frf!, for his me- 
ritsare infinite by reaſon of the divineperſox from 
whence they proceed, for ations belong to 
the perſon according to Philoſophy : It was like- 
wiſe infnite in regard of his humanity, becauſe 
it was ſanfifyed and deifyed by the divinity, which 
was like a certain ſanfifying and deifying form 


unto that ſacred humanity, now as the greatneſs 


of merit is not only meaſured by the quality of 
the work, . bur alſo by many circumſtances, and 
eſpecially in conſideration of the dignity of 
the perſon that merits. Hence ir is that Feſus 
Chriſt being infinite in confideration of his per- 


ſon, and his humanity being infinitely boh, his 


attions are of an infinite value, and merit. 
If 
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If it be ſaid his goodneſs 1s deficient in this 
ranſom, and that he .contracted it only t6 
ſome few; St. Fohn confounds them for. 
ſpeaking of the incarnation, he ſeems tranſport- 
ed with wonder, and expreſſes it with a fic, 
that is, God ſo loved the World as he gave 
unto it his only Son: Can we imagine then 
heloved it /o little as ro ſelect a certain ſmall 
number, no no, helovedit ſemuchas he died 
for all. There 1s no good perſon upon Earth 
who deſires not our of charityall Men's Sal- 
vation, and shall Feſuws Chrif the Saint of 
Saints be limited in this his cbarity? St. Bridoet 
in herRevelations recounts how Chriſt our 
Lord ſaid once untoher, I am much offended 
with thoſe who ſay my Lawes are bard, that [ give not 

ſufficient Grace to their obſervance, and that my paſſion rs 
to ſome no wayes beneficial, by which they would raviſh 
' my goodneſs from me, but at the latter day 1 will juſtify 
my ſelf before the «Angels and Saints, and make it clear 
as the Sun, there was no want on my part; that there 1s 
not one Soul for whom I'would not have endured as much 
as I have done for all, and that the fole fault conſiſts * 
in the obliquity of their wills, alwayes rebellious, and con- 
ary io mine, | | 

- Sr. Peter in his ſecond Epiſtle, Chap. 2; 
ſpeaking of certain Reprobate Herericks 


ſaycs: They deny him by which they areredeemed; and 
St. Paul x Cor. c. 8. Thu thy Brother-will periſh fax 


whom 


, , 
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whom eur Lord and Saviour dyed. ' Whence it fol- 
.lowes aperſou may be damnedtor whom Chrilt 
offered up his death, by conſequence he dyed for | 
the Reprobate. The councel of T rent SefT.6.c.3. 

Chriſt dyed for all, though as to the benefit of his death 
thoſe only receive it unto whom his paſSion 1s applyed. 
The price of his blood was given then for all 


Men, though the ſucceſs be different, ſome» 


more, ſome leſs partaking the fruit of his paſ- 
cou ; He isa Saviour thentoall'in ſome de- 
grecof redemption, even to thoſe he shall 


judge and condemn, as St. Auſtin on the 53. 


Palm. He ſhall judge all the V Vorld who hath payed 


the ranſome for all the F Porld: In which appears 
his magnificence and copious redemption , that” 
would dye for Souls whom he foreknew 
would reſiſt the charms of his grace to the laſt, 


and as muchas lyesin them, render his paſii= 


on fruitleſs : nay he gloryes in that he came 
tor the greateſt fenners , promiſing are to the 
moſt deſperate diſeaſes, nay to the impious in caſe 
they will comply with his preſcriptions. 

To bring this a little more home, Sr. 
Thomas lſayes the paſſion of Jeſus Chriſt is 
like to a ray of the Sun, —_—_ chough it” 
be created for the benefi of the whole World, 


yet all reap not adyantage by it, there be- 
ing ſome of a melancholy reſerved bumour who 


eftcCt darkueſs, and shut up their doors and 


Windows 
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windowes againft his beams, 1o the paſſion and 
death of our Saviour, 1s offered up for the-. 
univerſal good of all x &F; en; but many loving the 
darkneſs o fin, keep themſelves barricadoed from 
his benign infſuence, refifting the light of Faith, 
and orher attrattives of his love. : 

T hus you ſec all have powerto ſave them- 
ſelves, though ſuch only are effefually ſaved, 
unto whom the paſrion of Jeſus Chriſt ( by 
our happy concurrence with his ſufficient” 
Grace }15 communicated and applyed as in 
the Fifth Chapter to the Hebrews; bes cauſe of 
Salvation unto all thoſe who obey him. 

Our Learned Dofor upon theſe graunds 
| hathreaſon to hope, that when hesball have de- 
ciphered unto the wicked the wayes of God ; 
| how full ofmercy, and obliging ſweetneſs they are, 
they will lend their cooperation and conſent to 
the movings of his grace, bear part with their Sa- 
viour's paſbion, that they may likewiſe share 
in his glory, acknowledging with faith and love 
all char is done, or to be done by them, the 
effeits of his grace, and ſo apply to themlclves | 
Chriſt's merits and ſafaitin: Andthe impious ſhall 
be convertcd to thee. | 

Impicty in the ſtrict acceptation imports 
eAtheiſm and a shaking off all acknowledge- 
ment of a Deity; its uſual mates are prophane- 
we and impurity , by whichall things ſacred are 


Cecc cons 
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contenned, and eMandegenerates into a brute, 
Whar atask1is it then ro reduce an impious 
perſon 2 Whom neither the fear of a divinity 
dothawe, northe charms of holy things allure; 


'nor finally the! ſhame of a baſe athon can move. 


St. «Auſtin treating of ſuch as are enſlaved to 
thy vice fayes, they reſemble in nature to a 
Feaveriſh Diſtemper which ſtil] creates a thirſt, 


though you throw in an Ocean of liquor, ſo. 


where the flames of impiety have once taken 
hold, to ſtop the waſte of 1ts fury paſſes the art 
of reaſon, or eloquence; for the impious have nei- 
ther Eye, norEar, nor any ſenſe whichis not” 
depraved, and turns all into the malignity of 
its own humour. 1'remember St. Chry/oftom 
makesa query, why Herodtell fo barbaroufly 
upon the maſſacre ot {o many /nfants, for (ſayes 
he.) he cither believed rhe Prophecy or be- 


| lieved itnor, if he gavenocveditto it, it was 
fotiſh inhimro embrue his hands in ſo much 


blood, any ſpark of judgement would have di- 
tated he ought to haves contemned and 
{lighted it : Again, if he believed ir was a 


real prophecy iſſuing from the decree of Heaven, it 


mult needs be inviolable, and could not want 
its effet : Atlaſt, heſolves the queſtion, and 
throwes it upon this, that a Soul drenched in 
impiety, is aboveall things the molt infatuated, 
She is ſo unhappy as, where there 1s no impulſe _, 

from 
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 fromabroagq, to precipirare herſelf into re - 
vitable rune, nay fruitlefly ro atrempt cdious, 
and impoſdible things, © | | 
.- It is of theſe impious, holy: Fob ſpeaks, 
when he gives a relation of their Maxims. 
They ſay unto God retire from us, we ſcorn the knowledge 
of your wayes, what 1s the () mnipotent that we muſt ſerve 
him, and what benefit ariſes if we pray unto him? 
T heſe arc the familiar blaſphemies which the 

impious belch forth; the preſence of God they 
decline, shutting up all the eAvenues of Faith 
and Charity, by which he mayenter untothem: 
The knowledoe of his wayes, and Commandements 
they abhor, becauſe they are contrary to 
their works; to his power they ſubmit nor, 
faigning to believe he is not omnipotent, becauſe 
he1s merciful: Finally, they offer not up their 
ſupplications unto him, becauſe they would ak 
what is not fit for his ſupream wiſdom and goodneſs 
toaccord. 

_ Ourgreat Minifterin deſpight of all theſe 
exorbitancies, promiles yetto himſelt the redy- 
tion of theſe «Monſters, and hopes to /hape 
them to the reſemblance 1n which they were oe- 
ated; in which undertaking we need not doubr 
bur he uſed all the Topicks of authority and rea- 
ſonapt to convince and perſwade : Firſt,offer- 
ing to their conſideration how much it com- 


forts Man to believe theres aGod, for in doing 
this, 
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tis, we contemplate a Being infinite; and ſo- 
vereion, that preſides and rules in the World, 
ſo that the Yorld poſlefies in him a ſovereign 
290d ; Is it nor then better, ' the / /orldshould 
enjoy ſuch aBeing which derives from him- 
ſelf alone his eſſence, andexiſtence, than to be- 
deprivedofit. Forin believing there aged, 
we conlectate our /ove unto him, we pay him 
the homage of obedience, than which nothing is 
more deliohiful. For to {erve an Objett of fo 
much excellency is thebeiohtof glory, we raiſe our 
{elves finally one day to enjoy this accompliſhed 
Beins, as the ultimate end to which we are de- 
ſigned, andevery g/ance of this hope creates in 
us a new contentment. Now if we have not the 
belief of a God, what followes? We convert” 
our ſelves to a (Creature inferiour to us, omthis 
werely, tothis we ſubmit, inthis we hope, who 
being filled with miſery and want, can contri- 
bure lirtle or nothing to make us great, or 
happy, ſo we mult needs languish without any 

hopes of a full ſatsfattion. 
Bejides, {uppoſethere were noſuch thing 
asa God, weare yet inas good aconditionas in- 
pious eAtheiſts; tor then we $hall taſt no puniſh< 
ment after Death, no morethan they ; but if there 
be a God, they have loſt all, in having not ac- 
knowledged the Worlds Sovereign, nor per- 
formed any duty to him; ſo thatin all Events 
| it 
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it is better to believe than dubelieve a Deity : For 
beſides the joyes our hopes affordus in thi life of 
eternal felicity, we run no hazzard of ruine, as poor 
unfortunate, impious Atheiſts do. 

Next, he layes before the impious, that he 
who believes not a providence, reſembles an Or- 
phanberctrof his Parents, and hath none to 
take care of him ; 1s like aperſonatSeain they 
midit of Tempefls, who fancics tobe withour 
a Pilot, and expoled to the mercy of the Waves; 
Whereas the contrary opinion ſettles us in peace 
and tranquility ; and in all the diſaſters of the life, 
we have this conſolation that his wiſe and indulgent 
Providence, will makeall our ſeeming mifortunes 
to end in happineſs, if with patience we expect 
but the /ſue. 

Again, he would have the wicked repreſent 
unto themſelves whata comfort it is toplaces 
Godin our thoughts, enriched with all kind of 
perfeftions, that he is an unfathomed Abyſi of excellen- 
cy, that he is moſt happy, moſt wiſe, moſt powerful, 
moſt good, and merciful. So that our dependance 
on ſuch a Sovereign cannot but add much to 
our contentment, to think he hath abundance to 
ſupply all our indigency, and goodneſs to-confer 
it upon us, if we prove faibfulto his ſervice. | 

When he had thus raviſhedthem with a di/= 
courſe of God's amiable perfetions, ; he tellsthem, 
they were created of nothing, and ſo diſtills 
| Lo Dddd into 
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into them a conception and belief of his Onmipo- 
tency, and by thar ſtirrs up their hope. For if 
he drew them outof nothing, with more faci- 
licy can he reſtore fe, and raiſe them from 
their «Aſhes: T his belief gives us a knowledpe of 
our extraftion, and shews it 1s noble, in that 
we belong to God, weare ſubjects to a Lordall 
powerful,who can reward,and puniſh according 
as we deſerve: Next, he minds them that being 
compoſed of Souland Body, the one 1s immortal, 
by which he is elevated above all other Crea- 
tes, andreſembles the glorious e4ngelical ſþi- 
rits: Now had they nor this aſſurance by faith, 
what deſolation and deſpair would ſeize rhem_, 
at the approach of Death, when like Beaſts they 
muſt come toloſeall, and perish for ever in 
corruption; whereas the belief of a Reſurreftion 
renders Deathuntous bur like a ſound ſleep, in 
the ſpace of which we removefrom one ha- 
bitation to a better: Sothatrhe belief of the 
Soul's. immortality is accompanied with the- 
oreateſt conſolation that can be. 

His next overture 1s that they are deſign 
ed to eternal beatitude, from which artide pre- 
ceeds a moſt raviſhing harmony : for it is the 


ſolecharm by which all the traverſes and afflift;= 
ons of this lite are made ſupportable, and the- 
only ingredient which {weetens the bitterneſs of 
mfortunes here : Itis juſt like a perſon in diſtreſs, 
. and 
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and born to agreat inheritance, who [till animates 
himſelf with the expectation of his Eftate, 
which will be the more welcome to him, as his 
hardſhip hath been the greater; no leſs do our 
preten/zons to Paradiſe plant in us hope, charity, hu- 
mility and conflancy in all events. 

Our Holy Penitent notwithſtanding all 
this is not ſo arrogant as to per{wade himſelf, 
the force of his eArguments will 1nfallibly pre- 
vail upon the impiow: For though the advan- 
tages of Faith pre(cribe an Antidote againſt any 
Poyſon of muyfortune either inthuy lite, or the next; 
though it contain nothing. that 1s not holy 
and pure, nothing that is not worthy they 
eMajeſty of God; 'yethe knowes that Lan 
by the ſtrength of nature cannot purchaſe a 
compleat beatitude ; that neither by the ſuccour of 
any natural eAgent cat he arrive to his perfed hap- 
pineſs, becauſeit is above, and exceeds any cre- 
ated vertue, ſo that it'ts neceſſary God should 
thereat immediately himſelf, as intheraiſ(- 
ing dead perſon to life, or reſtoring frpbtto the 
blind, whence Sr. «Anſtin ſayes, AN one can vive 
erernal Iife, but the Author of Eternity; And there- 
fore our wiſe Penitemſayes not, he will convert 
the impious, but that they shall be.converted, 
which is to ſay, the power of God's grace muſt 
ſtrike the ſtroke. 26) WC 

'Lafth, he acquainrs them, thar doug 
| they 


(292) 
- they are to be illuminated, inſpired, and 
introduced into their happineſs by God him- 
ſelf, yer the ſole way to diſpoſe themiclves 
for this, muſt be by their own good works and 
ations: Not bur that the Omnipotency of God 
mighr give them veatitude without exacting 
any thingar their hands, butrhe order of his 
Providence would haveitſo, that Manshould 
exerciſe himſelf in virtue, and /abour for the 
»Murchaſe of his fnal perfetion; To whichend 
God aſlilts him with his grace, and gives ſ«- 
pernatural helps, which proportion his good works 
to the greatnefi of beatitude, unto which he 
may raiſe himſelf by degrees, by many /abours 
and pious exerciſes; {0 to purity, and the bet- 
ter todiſpoſe himſelt: for ſo ſublime and tran- 
ſeending an end. | 

In concluſion, our great Dottor bids them 
oather from this his diſcourſe upon what foun- 
dation they ſtand, that if they will nave a 
(rown they muſt fight for it; they muſt deſer; 
their wayes of impiety, change their gluttony into 
a ſober repaſt, their ſoftneſs and delicacies into au= 
ſterity, their vain joyes into T ears of Repentance , 
their lbidinous defires, 1nto languiſhments of love 
and affettion towards God.” It then the moſt 
impious will ſubmit to this doom, and follow 
theſe rules his Holy Providence: hath ſet down, 
he will notblush to aſſert with confidence, 

” mac 
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that even the moſt enormous fennershall b5e cons 
verted : eAnd the impious ſhall be converted. 


The «A plication 


By this clauſe our Penitent would fortify 

us againſt deſpair, and shew there is no /1 
ſoenormous which can reſiſt the efficacy of a true 
repentance, for God hath engaged h# word not” 
ro be inexorable, and proteſts itis far from his 
thoughts, to willthe death of aſrnmer, and he ex- 
cepts none; nonot the impious, bur upon ſub- 
miſſion he will receive them with open arms, 
razefrom his memory their nyuities, and tran- 
port them from a ſtate of perdition to the rich 
tide of being his Children.. St. Bernard ſayes, 
he that afſents ro what God affirms, expreſſes 
his Faub, and gives behef ro God; he that” 
acknowledges his Exiſtence and Being, is ſaid 
to believe God: Laſily, he that places all' his 
hope in God , is properly ſaid to believe inu 
him. Let us then remember. when we ſay 
our creed , that at the ſame rime we caſt all 
our hope and confidence in God, -telying on his 
goodneſs and power, which 1s infmte and exceeds 
by conſequence all the malice of {in., ;Ler 
us repeat with St. Auſtin, if Paul aperſecutourand 
oreat ſinner is become a /eſelof cletion, why 
Eece Should 
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Should I deſpair; and why shouldnotT with 
our Holy Penitent entertain a firm hope, when 
the impious ſhall be converted, Amen. 
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Libera me de ſanguinibus Deus, Deus ſalutosmex, 


 Freeme from blood O God, Godof my Salvation. 


0) UrHoly Penitem makesa ſtopin the car= 
reer of his zeal at the voice of blood from_ 
Heaven which beats his affrighted Ears : He 


remembers how (ain wandered like a refleſs 


motion, beholding alwayes in his imaginati=- 
on Spettres , eALonſtres, Fears, and dreads the 
uſual mates of a Conſcience wounded with homz« 
cide. And shall he then fit quiet in his Throne, 
whillt' Uriah his Veins are opened, and em- 
prycd- by his command 3 the reeking L apour 
whichariſesfrom that injured Body feems fo to 
condenſe the eAir, that it even ſtifles him; 
wherefore he begs alittle reſpiration, that he- 
may recover a new life; and which he sha!l 
ever owe to the God of his Salvation; Free 
me from blood, &c. [+ 

St:Gregory the great, rendering a reaſon _ 

. Go 
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God will inflict an cterna/ puniſhment for a mo- 
mentary tranſgreſiion, lay es the weight of his ar- 
gument upon the prattice of Men, - who dil: 
patch away into another World by Sentence 
of Death «Murderers, and other Criminals of 
ſeveral leſs degrees; by which( as much as 
inthem lyes ) they inflict a puniſhment for eter- 
nity, deprivingthem of lite which they car 
never reſtore. 

Our Holy Penitent fears the force of this 
ratiocination, for fince he hath decreed this 
doom to his innocent neighbour , what remains 
for him to expe, but a torment without end , 
which shall laſtas long as the injury, and this 
he can never repair. All his plea then is to 
repent, to diſown his malice, to throw himſelf 
at- the Feet of himin whoſe Hands are oraſp- 
cd all the Lawer of life and death; that he have- 
ing the ſupream Legiſlative power, to bim alone 
it belongs to diſpenſe, acquit, or chaſtiſe accord- 
ing to the meaſure of his will, Wherefore he 
ſacs to this God of Salvation, that he may be 
freed from that heavy doomducto his tran(- 
orefftons; Free me from blood, &c. 

" St. «Matthew ſayes whotacver $hall take 
4Þ a Sword in order to the efjuſon'of bumane blood 
Shall periſh by the Sword ; che? fume meafure Shall 
be returned to him which herhath dealt to 9 
thers, and by the ſame mcans:he; wrought 4+ 


nothers 
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others deſtruction, h:zown shall be contrived, 
andin Gen.g. the reaſonis given; becauſe Man 
z5 created t9 the reſemblance of od. We tind that” 
upon the {core of the exceliency of humane nature, 
Man is taken off from the perpetration of ſeveral 
ins as too low for the dignity of his- Creation. 
The conſideration that he is endued wich 
reaſon, gives unto wiſe perſons an averſion 
from carnal pleaſures, leſt rhey should by them 
degenerate into the conditionofa brue; The 
confideration that his Soul 15 immortal, makes 
him fly eAvarice, it being ſottish tor a ſubſtance 
which is to exiſt for ever, to dote upon any 
thing that is lyable to raine and corruption. T he 
conſideration that hu Soul is inv/ible, gives a 
check to Pride and /avity, (ince her glories can= 
Not appear ſenſibly and with ſplendour betore the 
Eye of the World. Laſtly, the conliderati- 
on that sheanimates and exlivens every particle of 
the Body, how minute, or wie 1o ere it be, 
warns her from offering any damage or injury 
to our Neighbour. It I ſay theſe houghts 
work many to decline ({eyeral particular fins, 
in regard they are misbeſceming the excel- 
lentqualiries of the Soul; doubtleſs the me- 
ditation, that she .1s the fair Image of God, 
ought to makeusabominate all ſin without” 
reſerve, fearing by any vitious act to deface 
the lively Image ofa Divinity : Wherefore 

| the 
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thereſpect we owe to his reſemblance, ought. 
toltrike inus aterrourof laying violent hands on 
our N eighbbour, much leſs by any force ro 

difſolve that lovely union of Soul and Body, in 
| which conſiſts the accompliſhment of God's work 
in framing Man: Wherefore St. Cyprian ſayes, 
the honour of humane nature is tO treat well the 
pourtraiture of God, and from thence diſcharge 
our awful reverence towards the Original. 

But when any one is led on by fury and re- 
venge, or will uſurpina privateperſon the ex- 
ecution of Fuſtice, this is to dash in pieces the- 
{mage of God, which perhaps he would pre 
ſerve, or atlcaſt haveit ſtand, untill by in- 
ſtruments of his own he 1s pleaſed toundo ir: 
->., Our Holy Penitent contelles he hath com= 
mitted this outrage, the is 2uily of this irregu= 
lar procceding, and -hath deſtroyed God's 
fair handy workin the Death of Uriah, which 
he was bound to keep decently in repair, it 
being the Office of a King to protett, and not 
deftroy his Subjeifs. How many brave deſigns 
hath he had toeretta Temple in God's honour, * 
and now hurried on by an unruly paſſion,he 
hath demolished a firufure more valuable in 
_ theſtghtof God, than all his material edifices the 
Hands of Man can raiſe. PETE: _ 

If incendraries by all Natrons are punished 
with moſt rigorous Laws, what animadyerfrons of ſe= 

Fitt Verity 


(298) | 
verity will be practiſed upon ſuch as deſtroy 
nor only.babitations but inhabitants, who ruine 
a manſon wherein God hath lodgeda Soul im- 
mortal; «and which he hath deſigned to bethe 
matter of ber great merit 11 this lite; and an mſtry- 
ment of bu praiſe-in the next. And it St. Paul 
{ayes, 'the blood of Souls will be required at” 
the Hands of Pators, who ſtarve and famish 
their fock for want of due mſtrution, and pood 
Example ; what account $hall he have to 
make, who hathnort only by onion fruſtra- 
ted his Subjetts of good Documents, 1\luing from 
an exemplar life, but more, hath effectively 
concurred to the deſtrut;on of them, and hur:- 
ried them to a dreadful Tribunal, ata time when 
perhaps they were little:prepared for.that” 
orandballancing of all their good and bad deeds; 
and by this means who knowes whether he 
hath not only disjoyned, and torn the Soul 
from the Body, but even from God for ail crer+ 
nity. Theſe diſmal thoughts prompt him to 
fly for San#uary, and it is nowhere ta be 
found bur at the Throne of God's mercy which 
he implores; Free me from blood, CN: Tay 
Again, he conſiders with what a ſevere 
Eye God looks upon the jm of homicide, com- 
manding in «Moſes Law , that blood alone 
Should be the price and ſatifattion for blood, nay 
heexrends,iteven to irrational Creatures, that” 
| = at 
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if any happen to be the cauſe of Man's death, 
che Beaſt ( what ever it be ) should loſe its 
life. It was-to prevent this unnatural violence, 
that he prohibited the eating of blood, ſo to 
cut off any practice which might diminish 
the horrour of it. Beſides, the remorſe and 
tortures of conſcience which alwayes attend 
this /n, ſufficiently evidences, that though 
in other Criwes his patient Fuftice ſeems for a 
while to lye aſkeep, yet thyhe alwayes revenges 
uponthe place: For if the Thunder-bolts of his 
anzer do not immediately fallupon their heads 
as tothe publick view; atleaſt he begins the 
execution from the firlt moment of the Fact 
committed, diſturbing their /eep with fright- 
ful Phantomes, and filling their awakened hearts 
with dreads and terrours that their hfeis even, 
a burden and Irkeſometo them; of thisare extant 
innumerableexamples, borh in ſacred and 
prophane Hiſtories,too long here to recite. 

* lrisnot unworthy our obſervation, that 
a murdered Body ſhould bleed afreſh Cas it hath been 
ofren experimen red) at the preſence of the murde- 
rer. Itis truemany give natural reaſons of the 
thing, attributing it ro the wal ſpiritsnot yer 
extinouiſhed 1n the remnants of the blood retreat- 
ed into ſeveral Cranies of the Body, which 
by an eAntipathyar the approach of their adver- 
faryfall intoa Commotion, and by this _—_ 
nee ance 
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bince occaſions the blood again to flow. OQ- 
thers ſay it may proceed from a /ampathy, 
ſuppoling the murderer to: have: upon his wea- 
pon wherewirh he gave the wound, or in-ſome 
other part about him, certain dropps of blood of 
the deceaſed, by which Sympathenick verve it re= 
ccives motion-in order to 1ts reunion. But m 
deſlignnotbeing to infilt onPhiloſophical diſputes, 
I will not labour to weaken the force of their 
Arouments, and only aflert my Opinion, which 
is, that it ſpeaks {1mply the extraordinary way of 
God, which he holds ſometimes in ozekind, 
ſometimes in another, to manifeſt and publish 
oftendours of this nature, _ © 
Our Holy Peniten may be brought in- 
foran inſtance, unto whom it was declared 
by God's own command, that notwithſtand- 
ing all his eArtifces in contriving Uriah his 
Death, it should be expoſed in the view of 
the whole World; that furure ages might {ce 
he whom he had choſen as the delight of bus heart, 
Should have no priviledge in this particu- 
lar, and though he would abate ſomething 
of his wonred rigour, in not exacting his 
life tor a ſatufattion; yet he would bring itnear 
to his door by the rebellion of his Children, with 
the Enmity and eMachinations of many ( onſpira- 
tours againſt him ; and that the Law of retaliation 
was not executed againſt him, perhaps he 
. OWCS 
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owgs-it tothis.dauſeotirhe priztion, which he 
ſeems\with more, than «ſal ferrour to haves 
preferred, Yonnaraingy 0 Fad,c God of my Sal-: 
vation; © + 4 
We may here «led; bas: ciernicious a 
thing: paſſion is, When: once-1t> hath- got the 
e Maſtery, and how ſoon 1t gets ſtrength. with 
the \aid.of dangerous occafrons. Our: Penitent” 
knew well, 'that the Divine:precepr;! Non 
occides, -thow ſhalt not kill; did not only forbid 
the takin? away of our Neighbours life, buy like- 
wile all rancovr :or. malice towards: him; all in- 
juyby word or deed, whichmay.touch up- 
on. his honour or perſon ;+ all diſputes, "conteft , Or 
impetuo/ity of C holer, theſe are-the:ſeeds-ofrhat 
monſtrous fruit homicide, ;1 Ste Fohn ayes , 
who hates hrs Brother 14.4 homicids.:..For by :hou- 
righing within you abttle pack of animo- 
lity,, this from the hear appears inthe; Eyes - 
which arc the glaſs of-theinwarg temper; thence 
it breaks into words, andatlaſtfadly ends in his 
deſtruflion. Behold our Kingly \Rrophet,and now 
an humble petitioner in bis ownÞehbalt,: he is ſaid + 
ro havebeen the-meekelt, of Aden, and in con= 
lideration. of his lenity, and aildyeſs 4 Goyern: 
ment, God-ſpun out,his.ragn,tq.the-Þcrm-y 
of Forty years, which was granced to-few-or 
noncof.the -Fewi{h Kings; wich-what: patience 
did he ſuſtain. the. peep maledifions of 
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Semei,. with what an admirabletemper thelong 
andreſtleſs perfecution-of: Saul, how tenderly iffu« 
ed he forch his.vvderr ranching w1bſalom, that 
though he were actually in arms againſt him, 
and: thirſted; after nothing -but his. 5#/ and 
Throne," yer he commanded a buir of hiz Head 
ſhould n#t be touched; Notwithſtanding allthis, 
uport 4 ſuddain ſeized'wirh # paſion of love, 
both his ſweer remperamtns and all his former 
habits of vertue proved of {ictle uſe. unro him: 
T he (#ri/talofthis underſlaiiding was blemished 
with-gr6ſs vapoart arifitng from bruſh pleaſures , 
the' prpling ffreat of his indinations, 'which was 
wont, toflow'ſofly withour noiſe,” and from, 
the ſource of vertue; is now grown into a form 
of fury; itis ſo'deptived of reaſon,. as to itna- 
ginehisown good and{ſafety ro depend 'upon 5 
the zine of his Neighbour and therefore'haſt- 
ens to ifake venpearce upon hin, who never, 
oavehim theleaft/badowofreal offence. ' O what 
a Tidy is the Rile of paſſipn, to make us'love 
whatlis not amible, and: hate what is'not odf= 
our, to'push us oh ro difire what we should 
abhor',, and fly from vwvhat vve ought moſt- to 
covet. \Our holy penizent hath ſerved under 
_ this #ppreſsion, arid novy' (petitions: A releaſe : 
Free mee from blootd; EX / b WH | i hy 
-.. Novvthe'Zatihs :not ufing the vvord bod 
in the plural Number, 'though the Greeks do, 
; $a hence 


(303) ; 
hence itis, that ſome infer ah@& with reaſon 
that our Penitent aims at the Peri flibrrof Aeaties 
» likewiſe, becauſcall carnal dirmlanfucarry 
along with-chem a corrnption "both of Rejh and 
blood, * "this a ppeats. in Dent. Chap. 21%" Where 
4tis ſaid: pr rottenefs mid worms. ſhall ibe the Taber 
tance of «inci perſon, 2andas the one" Cthar'is 
homicide )) deſtroyes the ſpecks of Man,” 19-. 
zdulteryſubverts thoſe jules which arefttdo wn 
for his education , a def! 1gn Which nature" in£ 
tends, ' and drives at 'as welt as (Generation. 
Theor injures his Aeighbourini his perſoh 
ether it his honour, and thisnot OnIy v7 61 bj 


bur caſts ani»famy upon his poſterity. 1 0 - 
It is ſtorie cat of Ubjt jſes tharihe wer the bi 


Triviils with Circet the EtichSorte(s;” 'vYhg 
promiſed;' fo make hitn imrtdl incaſe he.) 
vvould' be nabphs with her; and chongh © he 
believed she was able to make good'her pro= 

miſe ; if he refuſed her, leſs valting morality 


that fidelity ro his Wite; \Sufcarit fir fefGetecinns 


& of Death, thanshe did che tiſhv)ionr roher- 
ſelf, and Family, Solomon ſayes*h Thief may 


have fouic excuſe, = n that exeremiry of hun 
ger. urved him ts his itlany, UI: iff 'rendes 


ring ſeven-fold, he make ſa arisfutibire” But an'#- 
dulteret hath no lea ,* Hor canthe Tries ba zh 
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lance the: wrong « bac b4 Pino 7 
Our Holy Penitoit*tevalving-all chieſe> 
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truths in his Mind, hath reaſon to joyn in- 
his petition the. crimes of homicide and adultery 
together, '{ince both .are Coincident in his 
nialce, both injuriousto ur Neighbour, bork 
deltryRtive to. the very Lawer of nature, and 
both exemplarly punished in all ages by Di- 


vine Fuftice :. Wherefore he may juſtly inſert; 


 Freeme from blood, Ec. 


-..; When I read a paſſage in St. Paul, 2 Cer: 


=> _ 


Chap.7. itappears terrible Gl ana God 
entertains of eAdulery : He there ſayes, if the 
 Huband be in the number of the faithful, and 
the Vifeof the unfaithful; he shall 20t diſmiſs her : 
Bur if she be anfaith/ul to his bed, then hes 
may lawfully forſake her, ſo that God ſeems ro 
be:more offenged, in. that she:keeps not” 
| her /aihwith her Hwband, thay.in being. diſ- 
loyal ro.bim, inſinuating by this, that he wall 
o1VE no quarter to.an adulerous att.” 
How odious this Crime 1s to. humane Society 
appeatrs,. in that the (zu Lay, permits the 


Pi 


Father or. Huband of the arr 4 (if taken in 
the fat) ro offer violent hayds,and immediatel y 

- deſtroy both the offendours, and though the Can 
- nons ſeem to dilallaw of thy Law as unjuſt, be- 
caulc it precipitates the guilty into an evident 
hazzardot their eternal Salvation: Yetftill it con» 
cludes, how monſtrous an exorbitancy Adul- 
tery iS in the judgements of Men, when to: 
ET |  ____ punish 
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punish it they allow parties intereſſed to be_ 
both Accuſers, and Fudeesr, whichinno other 
circumſtance hath eyerbeen permitted. 
Adultery is a commerce'/between perſons who. 
are nt linked together in a- onjugal the, ' and 
from thenceit 1s cloathed with the rwpitude of 
fornication, and is a fm againſt charity: Next, it, 
iS a violation of a bond ind oluble by which the 
eAuthor of Nature hathunited one to another, 
and ſuperadded to fortify this Chain the 
ble fling, and veriues of a Sacrament. I remem=- 
ber the Councel of Trent in favour of this $a- 
crament teaches that God byitbeſtowesa parii= 
cular grace ; that as in Baptiſm we purchaſe as it 
werea vewBeing, regenerated and born to a 
ſpiritual life; as in confirmation we receive a 
Grace ſtrengthening us in our Faith; as in 
the Euchariſt an encreaſe of heavenly bleſdings, is 
Showred down upon us thelike in the reſt of 
the Sacraments. So in that of marriage a grace iS com>: 
municated whichperfits, an eling the. na- 
tural. love they bare to one another beforerthey. 
married : Inſomuct as that love which :be-. 
forc was perhaps ſeated inſome corporeal: charm 
or grace, afterwards becomes wholly ſacred, 
and no attrattive appears, ,which carries 
notalong with it a proue affrrement, and which 
makes them ( whileſt they tread the: parhrs of 
yertue ) to.have a borrour of any.thing.thats 
Hans 7 may 
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may alrer or diminis\vit. Now! this: haps feet 

is evacuated'by Adulteg;" fo chat it mayibe- 
called kind of 'Sacriledse; diffolving t the of 
cred unis4 of brdrn- whidh js-made- by marriage ; p 
and therefore)wondernoritse. 'Oprian terms: 
— It Sump Helilugha,. the higheſt c crirte that nh: 
can beguiley of, '. N 6 RO | 
Guy! fad Penitent' FRIGE) wth: che out= 
cryes'of bloodon the one fide; ahd Adultery 
onthebther, For which as" an FEntmy to God 
and Nature he deferves to be: exterminated, 
hathnorefuge butro'ithe God of bit Salvation, and 
herepeats it lignin and' again that he&would 
darvnto fave him'from the doom of beth,'pro= 
refting a true repenimice of both,” and that for 
the fiittire like Lamb inithe $hearersYatids: . 
heiwill be "falent; endure all::the/ bpprobriee- his 
SubjeRts shalleaftupon him; aritmake"a\re- 
rurn of alltheg od hecint Dafily; he will ex- 
ringusht for* Sp within hint fl the Fire of 
contupiſeente and miomful defres'; to he whey: = 

Shelrered from theſe «4% Tivo under thebgm 


of his! mercy: Free -me fromb, vy God, God, God fog 
Salvation: (v3 IICIOL TH rok: 
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The ways pref; our ſelves "EY 


chis tortiring 'oualt 1s to, be well-veiſed inthe pre-< 
cept 
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cept of charity *' For Þy:uh ib time: Yortue by 
whichTlove God, lam likewiſe carriedon»' 
to love my Neighbour: So that whenſoever 

I injure him, I violare the Law of ve towards 
God, which obliges not only tolovehim, bur 
all that belongs to him: Nowas*Manis the 

molt excellent ( ature in this inferiour World, and 
moſt capable to render him honour and glory, 
there can be no Tiokmwvofferddito:bin which 
refle&ts notapon the Sovereipy Cord helſerves, 

for whole reſpect we ought to cherish what 
ke would have chetizhed:>:1Lmitfiinor theh 
love my Weis bbour becauſe he ſ&2rich; ; brattifal , x. 
well "faſhion of tomepatpioutarly obligin g\" 
but mult: love bin, becaute love: Gud;..co: 


wholſt Family he below Jighd in a 'place!i ofi 
Ettinency by the wiedop Fi this \Beln: Þ 


mitft loyehim'inthd Code ohcgloyof God, 
to which'he may ednecibacemach: by: ht& 
Converſion 2of 'þir own and\\ahir: Souks to 1 his' 
m_ Te: why! Should1 chonplormischicf, 

bin; 'for whom: Telus: i@hraft hath 2; 
WT why'should aim ad hyDeabys ro:whonn 
God itoparee life, for Whom onmedeemer ſuffes! 
red Darth; ard work (ifneedffal) do ivagain? 
What need I care if they be malicious: tome, 
ſince F.loveihnot for whar they. are inthems 
ſebves! 1 notfor what thiey' areoome,; butmecrly: 


for the' love 1Beat'ts eny:.dear Suviburt | Let us: 
"= ſtick 
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ſtick cloſero this Principle, and pray Free me 
fromblood, Ec. Amen. 


_—— 


— 
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CH#a#F.: XXX. 


Et exultabit Lingua mea juſlitiam tuam, 
And myT onpue ſhall exalt thy Fuſtice. 


AT the firſt glance,one might Cenſureour 
3 Petitioner as not placing aright his as 
of pratitude , aſcribing to God's Fuſtice rather 
than mercy his deliverance ſrom ſin; but you 
muſtknow, it is farfromhim; nay contra- 
ry tothe Doftrine hedelivered in the preceed= 
ing Chapter , to think he could merit any 
thing de condigno, or by the value of his own- 
works without ſanfifying grace, which is the ſole 
effet of God's mercy. His meaning therefore 
is, that ſuppoſing he be enriched with the- 
Donative of Grace, he may then lay claim to. 

his Fuſlice fora reward. St. Paul Tim. 4. fayes, 

eA ( rown of Fuſtios-u; reſerved and will be juſtly gi= 

ven to him. Furſt, he calls Heaven a (frown of 
Fuſtice, becauſe 1tis given by way of Fuftice, 
in conſideration of rhe worth ofmerit: Next, 
_ that Godwillgive itas athing to which hey 
hath 
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lathinriobs, and Laſtly: be ſtyles Godtw)jujf 
FadaglhnPettimony\hedoth ir by vertucafhis. 
Offaiarharis;-to obferve: the Ruler: 0f:Faflite. 
- 20Þ heAraajean'Councel chap. 28: declares: 
that a recompence is due to good wake ';..but-grate 
{whictvis notdue)muſbigo: efortrand: gives 
if them; ;and rrobp it ivratad,thardines 
Godirhreatens:pum{ſhmronito'thet wicked deeds of 
Menyheoshontd! tikewilc. propble arzompence 
co: Terrous ations; otherwilaheimightbe ſaid 
ro-be:'more enclined»to ſeverity-than”fweemeſs ; 
which is muchrepupnaut ro his:a8ture. (4 > 7 
.\ Apnin;ſanthifying graceis a gualitytolublime; 
thattitdignifies andexalts;/theardks.ofirhat” 
fabjefi ucrntformsabovealt theWorlds greatneſs : 
Nowtherebeing yorhintbug ettraal. ploryiwhich 
lurpaſſes grace, 'w merigpriont athion.ani mated by 
grace;'\cannot be recompenced 4d the worbbur 
by glory, whence it tollowes that grace byaritle 
of nzhtand condionity merits eterual glory, \-! © 
* 35 Laſt, ſanAitying-Graceiis communicas 
ted\'by God- unto aiSout with the: circum- 
ftance-of aw affeftiorae «Amity,ooby which inw 
the: firſt (place he:lovewhor >:and; this love 
of: friendſhip moves him':to pardon all her 
oftentes, to receive hero into; his: favour ,ciand 
adorn her-:wich ithe imomparable Qmament : of 
this! Celeſtial guality;/ + This: dane). Manibes 
comes a Friend of Godin his frſl:juſftification, is 
7 - RE” 
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raiſedto a pitch of greatneſs {o;trapſcending, 
as his works are worthy of Heaven as perfortn- 


leath ha WW. j 3140 201 RU r 

T1 lon choſe motives, and ſuppofeti 

to the precceding clauſe of his-petition, ' he 
will blazon forth the /«ſlice of God not in. 
theremifion of his fin, for this heacknowledg- 
cs to his pure:mercy , but upon the ſcore of a 
recompence which his goodneſs 'hath-promiſed. 
T his conſideration awakens him from flugg- 
i/hneſs,and as the Labourer endures Ec 
fatzgues of his tack, in hopes of his' ſalary at 
Night, ſo will our Petitioner unweariedly ſus 
ſtain the traverſes of this life, and amidft his 
tribulations, (every thought of Paradiſe $hall 
move-his' Tongue. t exal, O: Lord, thy Fux 


ICC. $ (1-261 2,019 -y Q 
7 eAZerit is defined a ſervice which obliges 
tO a retribution ora good work donetreely, and 
which God accepts of as the price.of eternil life: 
Now albeit good aftions arilingifrom grace( by 
which they are ſupernaturallized) are in a 
certain manner rendered: worthy of eternal life , 
even. without the promiſe of Gad ;.. yet they 
can no' wayes oblige God to: give 1t, unleſs 
heficſt exgagehis word to this effe?. For he is 
the Sovereien Lord of the World, ..and moſt par- 

ticularly 
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ticularly of juſt 'eAdmn, and: their good deeds; 
—_—_ 'they-not ſo:much ſway with him, 

©putd comtrainron hiswill-ro-let cthemHhand 
with hinrin his Heovenly Kingdom.) For, when 
all the juft Bad: conſecratod:to his! banow all 
the! pood-warks- imaginable; he might juſtly 
{#p; I accepr of:thefe 1n-diſcharge of your 
#Þ debts; andobligations duc to me. faryour 
Crention , | conſervation.,..grace \and: power:I havey 
oiyen your to act :: So that when any. one 
makes an oblation of his perſon;.' fortune, or any 
other his goods unto God, 'lie muſt not;pre- 
fetitit in way of a yift, bur with bumiliy as in 
fatsfation of. a debt; nor yet.as it he would 
clearall'ſcoxes, but as a ſmall-pareel af that” 
Srcat Summ whichhe owes... Wherefore that 
Man may have an unqueftionable. right to 
Heaven by the value of his good works (being ſo 
engaged to God as he is) it was neceſſary a 
contra or ſtipulation $should paſs , by which 
God should pleaſe to declare he would give 
hiny Heaven in recompence, and upon-this ground 
hehould have a title ro demand and obtain 
It. | QLUily aun aud 
-- In thisprocecding hisLAdercy and Fuſtice 
meet; his mercy in thatheagcepts the works, of 
the juſt, for more than che.-bare diſcharge of 
their obligations : His Fuſticein thatheis pleal- 
edto give the rate of Heaveninreturn of el 
01 200 
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29d worksz bythismeansSairkes ate humbled 
cho lowly ind vakeobtoher awrites for 
oylothdy how than Fhowiigie: bekewel 
byilwayet/uiire)astheyarctiarwichftanding 
Unſpeatably obliged toi:the,;Dinie erg! 
whith paffingoverthedebis, acgaptsofthgis 
works for Blzaven; this certainly wittgive then 
aimortal reſentments of gratitude, forwhichthey 
will powre forth an infnity.of praiſes,: and: bene> 
ditions: throughout the vaſt ſpaces;of cterni- 
Ly,toa Benefattour, who treats them1o nobly, 
wirh'fich!jionat favonrs, : asto beceme a. Deb 
t5# even to his: own debtorr. St.,eAuſtin ads 
miring this Myſtery ſfayes, God bath made. him 
ſelf a Debtor to us, not by receiving auyehing from: us, 
but by promifeng what he pleaſed unto us. For all things 
arc* depending on: him, nor can they ;ob+ 
lige him but as far as he will oblige, himſelf, 
by his 1ncomparable ( harity and inviolabley 
Falekey.” ec iy; DEC, 403 Cano: 

Our great Pemtent ravished in the con> 
templation of theſe :7mbs;cannot but unlgoſe 
his Tonpue to: celebrate the praiſes of they 
Divine [uſtice, which ſo attempers the carcum- 
ſtances of our Sabudion, that we may claim it 
as olirdae:t Hehiresus into his Vinezard, and 


SST. 


if weprove faitHfulto our tk, he will not fail 


if his promiſe give us a ſalary; he often re- 
fle&ts what' acomfortit will be to a beatifyed Soul 
to 
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to have contributed ſomething to her own 
happineſs. In this kberty and free will which 
God hathgivenus, he beholds the perfeftion, 
and oreatneſs of the Soul, thatneither the moſt 
charming beauties, the moſt rayſhing delightr, the 
moſt glorious dignities, the moſt amiable vertues -in - 
ſpiritualentertainments, nay, nor the moſt 
eminent hopes of glory, can work any impreſſion 
or impoſc any neceſſity upon her ations, bur” 
according tothe mtaſure of her will, Again, 
She hath avigowimpregnable{fortityed with 
God's grace) againlt all fn and myfortunes, that 
neither the allirementr of what is /ovely; not 
the horrid face of whar-is frightful, can make- 
any entrance by-force ; for the Soul is above all 
the machinations of Men;- can reſiſt them, and 
meerly becauſe it pleaſes her foto do. Let” 
them ſpeak fair, ler them bribe, threaten, weep, 
attack, thunder, lighten, muſter the Elements into 
ſtorms and fury, nothing finds admittance,” bur 
ather diſpoſal. So that theſe words in the, 
eApocalips may juſtly be applyed:tother. - / 
have been dead and am living : She was. dead by 
Original ſin, and is revryed by the Grace of Fes 
ſus Chriſt ,* 5he hath' put into; her-Hands 
thez Keys of life and death, that 1s (free>will;, 
which may open to her either Paradiſe: or 
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| Aﬀeer this ſurvey of Man's liberty in this 
life, by which he is free either to the ating 
of what is good or bad; he makes a pauſe, 
upon the apprehenſion that Man would have 
been more perfett, were he limited to vertue, 
and incapable of any vitieus ation, as God him- 
ſelf is, andall the bleſſed by a clear viſion. 
Bur he ſolves this objetion, conſidering that 
God alone by nature is impeccable, it is a priviledge 
wherein none can share with him, as being 
 1nfinitely perfett, and can admit of no imperfection. 
St. eAmbroſe ſayes, that only the ſubſtance of 
the Divinity is a Being that cannot dye, to wit, 
by the death of jm: All other reaſonable ( reatures 
in this ſenſe aremortal, and if the bleſſed in hea= 
yen-be 1mpeccable, it is not by their, nature, 
but by the power of glory communicated, in 
which they were inveſted by Godafterthey 
had given proof of their. vertyes whileſt they 
were /tatours, and under their Tryal. 

Now as to Man the experience of his frailty 
helps him on to diſcern more clearly (as the 
obſcurity of the Night renders a fair Day 
the imorc reſplendent-)-and reverence this 
excellency in God. Newt's he ought not to 
repinethat he is not here ;gforiour; tor thy bfe.is 
his place of Combat,and the Grown 15notgiyen 
till the Victory be gained, wherefore as long 
as he lives heenjoyesAaliberty, by which he 

__ 
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may /mand be overcome, and by which hemay 
vanquiſh. fs | 

Laſtly, God decreed this liberty to Man , 
and gave him a faculty by which he might 
with a full ſ\winge of his Will betake him- 
ſelf to goodorewl, to the end he might be ca- 

able of merit or demerit; forit heated by the 
impulſe of neceſſity, he could merit no recompence 
for his vertue, nor puniſhments for his ſm, no . 
more than a tree which bears good or bad fruit, 
and by this means the divine Fuſtice could not 
be diſcerned either in the condemnation of the_ 
wicked, or in the reward of thejuſt. 

Our great Penitent in the iſſue of this medi- 
tation hath reaſon to ſetihis T ongue a work, and 
ſpend it ſelf in cxalting this powerful and re- 
munerating Iuſtice of God, which happily con- 
verts to our advantage what at the firſt glance 
appears the Subjett'of our r4ne; and reſigns 
himſelf to thoſe dangers wherein the perfection 
of his freee will may inyolve him, ſince by 
his grace ( which he implores ) he may em- 
brace, and practiſe what is plealing ro him: 
And if ro the end he carry. on this noble reſo- 
lution, he hath an aſſarance to bleſs his /uſlice for 
all Eternity. eAnd my Tongue ſhall exalt thy 
JTuftice. | 
| » St. Auflin upon this place is of OpinionÞ 
that our Penitens means the '\Meffiar whole 
DYE [uſticg 
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Fuſlice he will extoll, in-that by his merits 
both Menand Angels are reſcued from the 
ſlavery of jm.To which I agree, nor do the 
premiſes any waies derogate fromthis interpre- 
tation 3 for the merits of Jeſus Chriſt are the 
ſource and cauſe of Sanftifying grace, which grace 
dignifycs the works of the juſt, and raiſes 
them to the degree of merit: Now that which 
is cauſe of the cauſe, 1s Iikewile cauſe of the ef- 
fe, and conſequently the merits of Feſus Chriſt, 
arc cauſe of the merits of Saints, as St. Paul to rhe 
Galatians Chap. 1. Hebath bleſſed us with all ſpiritual 
benedi4ion in Jeſus ( briſt. 

Next, the merits of Feſus Chriſt contribute 
to the merits of Saints, 1n that he hath obtain- 
cd by his ations, and fufferings a promiſe from_— 
God to accept the merits of Men m order to 
Heaven, for it was in conſideration of him, 


* and upon the ſcore of hitorments, that thus pro= 


miſe was made unto us: Itis this St. Peter 1n 
his Second Epiſtle Chap. 3. hints at, when 
{peaking of Chriſt he ſayes, by himhe hathmade 
us great and precious promiſes, to the end we might by 
them be made partakers of the Divine N{ature. Now 
as Grace is the Fountain of the merits of Saints, 
and God's promiſe the accompliſhmen; both the- 
one, and the other proceeding from the merits 
of Zeſus Chriſt ;' it followes that the merits of 
Saints ſubſiſt not but by thoſe of Chriſt. _ 

aVC 
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have they a dependency only by way of /anple conta 
dition,or neceſſary circumſtance, but they flow from 
them as from the 7008, fountain, and principalcauſe, 
without which they would have noBeing. 
Our Holy Doctor therefore will praiſe 
and ſer forth the divine” Faſlice under ſeveral 
Notions. Firſt, asheis the Principiumor.Off< 
ſpring, whence all remiflion of Jin, and collation 
of race 1s derived; and without which all 
eMankind had been'erernally wrapt up it 
the darkneſs of /m, 1ſo that thejuſt and ſuperabun- 
dant ranſom he hath paid for us; merits the:ddo- 
rations and praiſes of all heartsand tongnes;. * 
Next,he will extoll him under theieofa 
remunerating Tuſtice, in that after he hath taughr 
us how to feht,put arms into our hands,and hath 
ſtood by us to confirm our courage, exacting only 
a firm will to overcome ; doth yerdiſpenſe his 
Crowns with applaulſe,as if wehad done all our. 
ſelves: O who canthen aſperſe, arid lay a charge 
uponthis Opinion as if it injured Chrilts merits ? 
doth the fulneſs of a iream diſhonour the ſourcetrom 
whence it flowes; or the excellency of any fruit. 
injure the Root thar gives birthro it; fo theme- 
rits of thejuſt, being only the rivulets,” and fruit 
of Chriſt's ſuperabundant ſatufaition, cannot cer- 
tainly in the leaſt derogate from his; they only 
ſerve in an #feriour degree toextol and do homage 
co the infinity of Chriſt's merit. Wherefore, 
| LIN Our 
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Our Pexitent willincefſantly tune forth : 4rd 
my T ongue ſhall exalt thy Fuſtice. Es 

T he Fuſtice of God-/beholds Creatures in 
three ſeveral relations : Firſt, its diſtributive, 
by which he allots unto every Creature facul- 
tier proportionable to carry them on to they 
End for which they were created. To the 
Soul which he hath deſigned to contemplate and 
love him-, he hath-given an anderſtandiug and 
will, the Body doomed to /abour he hath fram- 
ed wirh Arms, and Hands : The Sun whoſe 
Office is to enlighten the World, he hath 
veſted with a laſting brightneſs, which never 
fails toperformits task ; infine, every animal, 
Tree, Plant, or what ever 1s cxiſtent in the 
World: hath a vermeproper tothedeſignment 
of its ( reation. Whence St. Denns ſayes, that 
God u communicable in his Fuſtice, diſtributing to every 
one according to the digmty of its nature, and bounding 
within limits moſt equitable, the manner, beauty, order, 
Ornament ; the inequalities and proportions of all Crea= 
tures, accommodating every thing with that which ts proper 
t9it. 

Our Penitent will not be (ilentin order to 
this his diftributive [uflice, he will admire the 
works of God, givehis approbation without 
the leaſt Cenſure, and conftels that this wiſe 
eArchiteF hath ballanced all things with equity 
and juſtice; and if he may be ſo happy as. to 
manage 
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manage 'his individual Being *conformably ro 
thoſe proprieties and qualitics 'he&'harh reeerved 
from his Creatour, -hewill with confidence 
proclaim , that bs tongue ſhalbexalt hu juſtice.” I. 

In the ſecond conſideration his: punitive 
juflice hath place, by which he inflidts a py- 
niſhnent on finners, rhe reaſon of this is; that 
a /inmer living contrary to thevilof God, and 
diſobedicnt to his order, ſerlinghis contentment 
on things forbidden by his Sovereign; doth 
by theſe his wayes throw a contempt upon him: 

Wherefore itis moſt juſt reparation Should be 
made; and ſince he hath rebelled in break- 
ing'the Commands of his Creatour, it isfir he 
Should be aflited with'toments; and enflaved 
by that will he hath ſo muchſcorned, ander 
at naught. Lafantiu ſayes , the Law ws juſt 
which impoſes on Criminals @ puniſhment they merit; and 

that Iudpe 15 upright and good who ſparernot offendours 

becauſe the chaſtiſement of the wicked,” us upreſervation of 
the good. So God is not blamable if he fall 
heavy upon the wicked, that they may no 
longer oppreſsand injure the #ocent,: for it 
would not be a-vertue in God to: beh61d his 

Servants in this great World tread! his Lawes 

under foot, blaſpheme his'Zly Name,thwarr 

in every thing his Sared will, commit 'exor- 
bitancies of all kind, ' and amidilt all theſe 
diſorders, remainas flypidand incenfible:- No,no, 

God 
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God hath a vertue dreadful to the impious, which 
is his avenging Tuftice. $044 3071 
_ - Our Penitent finds here likewiſe matter 
enough. for his Tongue, that God having 
hadſo much reaſon to execute his Fuſljce, up- 
on his criminal Head, hath yet been pleafed 
ro hold # his 'Thunderbolts,. as that.they 
have not { as he deſerved ) reduced him:to 
ashes.' Wherefore he will amend his life ſo 
ro avoid theterrours of this dreadful power, and 
it he be not for the future led by the charms of 
his ſweetneſs unto the obſervance, of. his. lawes, 
then he will ſubmit:to this his pumttive right, it 
being juſt he should not forfeit it upon. his 
ſcore; -or that of any ynrepenting ſinner : So 
chat-.in all events, hs Tongue ſhall exalt thy 
TAL rrp: 
The third-refletion of God's /u/{ice tos 
wards his Creatures is ſtyled remunerative, by 
which he fills with incffableand endleſs joy 
{uch as have ſerved him faithfully in this 
life ;--for as it becomes not his «1Zaje/tytolet 
the infringers of his Lawes to the laſt go unpun- 
iſhed, no leſs is it ſutable to his goodneſs, not” 
to .reward the obedient ſervices of his Friends. 
They have ſtudied here to pleaſe him, to cn- 
frm themſelves to his deſires, and promote his 
Glory as muchas lay in them : Nay, were it 
poſlible to make any additionto his treaſure 
. and 
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and: perfections, they would. have done it, 
Wherefore their good God being invincible, and 
notto be overcomeby the good will or atte- 
ion of any Creature, thinks himſelf en 
oaged toconfer by way of recompence eternal 
honour, riches,. :andjoyes unto thoſe Souls 
who have her ſerved, and g/oryfed him by their 
Vert uous ations. > F $2165 $4550 
-.. Qurpenttent. lates hold on this juſtice, and 
and: iris che great Theam on-which he pro- 
miſes here todilate himielf: but whillt he 
1s buſicd in this his d#y', he: 15 confounded 
to conſider, that all hecan poſlibly give to 
God; is a bareand ample good will; the penitude 
of his perfetions:idmitting no encreaſe ; but on 
the other ſide, hereceives cftective and {olid 
bleſſings : God draws 9 prof out of our 
good works, yet he {ers {uch-a_walve on them, 
as tothink Heaven it ſelf not too great a price 
for them: We can only gloritic him in the, 
film, or outfide , by witneſfling an efteem we 
have for his ſervice, but he glories us inti- 
mately, and to the loweit Center of our Soul, 
which he will replenish with ſplendour, de- 
lizht, and glory; and all theſe, great things he 
willnot dograts, as a favour at diſcretion, bur 
by vertue of an engagement, and under a title of 
Fuſtice, that we might more firmly hope for 
our felicity, and poſſeſs it in the moſt noble. 
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manner of enjoyment! O what a ſtroke of goods 
neſs even in this his ſuflice > Therefore, 
our Penitent will never ceaſe : And my Tongue 
ſhall exalt thy Tuſlice. 


The eApplication. 


Chriſt our Lord declared thoſe blejed who 
hungered, and thirfted after Tuftice. Now thu 1u- 
ice conliſts in the aggregation of all veriues, to 
be humble, chaſt, or patient ſuffices not to qua- 
lify any perſon with the title of juſt : For if 
we are guilty of any one inordinate af, wes 
forfeit our whole right to Juſtice : Our Penitens 
therefore in the precedent clauſe ſued to be 
freed from the crimes of homicide and adukery , 
hoping as tothe reſt he was innocent, and: no= 
thing of an enormous Nature could be laid 
to his charge; ſuppoſing then to be cleared 
from theſe, he raiſes þ 


is hopes after that promiſed 
 recompence ; to wit, Hehimſelf would be cur too preat 
reward; and whoſoever ſhould glorify him, ſhould be glo- 
rifyed by him. Let us then exalt this /u/tice 
which ſeems wholly to lay aſide his own_- 
interefl, that he may ſtand engaged to thoſe 
who owe him all ; what demonſtration of his 
oo0dneſs 1s this even IN his /uſlice, as to be him+ 


ſelf our happy portion forall eternity; Amen. 
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C H A e, XXXL. -/ 


 - Dominelabia mea aperies; 


Lord thou ſhalt open my. Lips. 


FYUr Holy Penitent conſcious. of the ſubli- 
\-mity of the Subjeft he hath undertaken; 
warily conſiders his inabilities,” and that the 
Tongues of eAngels do but flammer when they 
would ſet forth his Perfections; yet willing 
to expreſs his gratitude', he cannot be lent, 
holding it a /eſs fault"to praife him 'unworthily 
than not to praiſe him atall, and his deficiency 
hath ar leaſt th plea of comfort, that it ſprings 
from the excellency of the Being he would ex- 
toll. | (314. TILA 
But ſince his duty binds him tofayſome- 
thing, like a ſage Oratour he: would fortifie 
himſelf withall the helps imaginable : His 
firſt contrivance is to diſpoſe his Lips,- which isa 
main :4rument of Speech, and the' beſt way to 
t them toa right temper, is to put them, 
into the hands of him that made-them: whence 
hedeſfires, that he who shapes the zonpues of 
infaius into eloquence would open and frame his 
lips, tharthey may tune forth'his praiſes, ;and 
ravish men with the love of him; upon this 
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delign , he cryes ; Lord thou wik open my 
Lips. 
It is couche@in Genefs:;that after God 
had framed «Man out of a maſs of ( lay, he 
breathed _ _ -@ FAN hl o__ Our Pelitio- 


life f grace be. pyt1ntGO- oy yet he is 425 ira 
trance and 45 checetlary his Lips and Tecth. be 
wrenched -openi that:he may ſpeak, and-to 
ſpeak #2-the purpoſe, .1t was allo neceſſary. wards 
Should be putinto his Mouth,” and ſuch words 
2s are. enlivened with-a Spirit of Viſdome , 
which he:.alone could-give, whois an. incre- 
ated ſource of knowledge ;, and it once thus, pre« 
pared he:will do wonders, his Lips $hall no 
more beemployed in the vaineArof eArithme- 
tick ro caſt up the mmber of his People, 1ſo'to 
rely more on the ſtrength of a Multitude, than 
on the-divine afiflance; No moreshall his Lips 
give out unlawful orders for the death of the. n= 
nocent :* "No more taken up. in the- luxuriogs 
courtſhips 'of women : So that if the divine good- 
neſs shall-pleaſe-to lift up theſe floudgates , he 
doubts norbur to convay a ftream, which bae- 
ting upon the ſtones of his repenting breaſt will 
makeup a fine harmony-in_theears of his Crea- 
zour; wherefore he begs, Lord thou wil open my 


Lips. ; 
It 
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"It is ſtoried of {ſw King of Lydiaj i rhav 
ſeeing a City wherein he was\belieged; tm. 
acked, and forcibly enteredby ExaiKine 
of thee Medes, he tefolved rather: cham bes 
comea ſeornful priſoner to aye On the place, ups 
on Which deſigh he'caft himfelf into the midf 
of his Enemies, preferring an honorable death be- 
fore an opprobriour life: His Senbehokding his 
imminent danger, though to/that inſtant at the 
Age of twenty years he had'beeralwayes 
thinib; *cryed out, ſpurt my Father; ſpate ty"Fas 
ther,*'it u the King: Where UpORrt he: Enemy:feilt 
_edhisperſon, and preſerved-his life's fone Ats 

tribute this to a natural cauſe,» alledving:the. 
love" this Prince had for his Father, {pur at his 
vital ſpirits into combuſtion, and bytharwiolent'mo< 
$07 broke the obſtacle of His fpeech7t tt nh es 


- However methinks' this paſſage may ir. 
fome Tenſe be applyed'to ourtgreat Penitent,, 
who"was morally dinb; the Orgms of 'his'Soul 
firudted by the malipniry of Arp infomuch as 
he'could not atter ve-ſllable;; which imighe? 
have force to reach the Ears of his Creatour; 
untill he came-ro'have'a profpe .of this e- 
rerhal” ruine',” and-tie-foontd theſt > Thyomy 
appeared before him;  barzalle theifacbies 
of his Soul were ſtirred} up þrrenwwed all 
Obftacles; and made” hini Petition. borehe!; 
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opening; his Lips, the firftmotionto his happineſs. 
| Lord thoy wits. open. my Lips; For this imports 
not xlacal diwfon of the. Lips, but an inflamati- 
0: of che beart, by vertuc of whicly beat, ; all 
the-parts of his Body will bediſpoſed tedil 
charge thoſe furftions for which they wergs 

created, BONTINSY 1.4 OH. FIG THY 
 StPaul toshewhow little Man can do if 
lck; ro himſelt, fayes,. 1 Cor. 4.. Hbat.do we 
poſſeſs which we have not received, and if ſo, why glory 
we 41-it; 43-if our'a0n. Again, he powerfully 
aſſerts itinthe:Eighth Chapter tothe Romans, 
[t i not he who. wills, or runs, but he on whom God 
will have: mercy. AS i6 he.would lay, as Efan 
in vain -purſied his Cha, thinking from 
thence toderiye to himlelf his Fatbers blefing.: 
SoeManafter:ifinloſes buthis time, -and'en- 
deavour, if .he think by-the ſtrength of his na- 
tural famkies tobe able. to obſerve the Gom- 
mandements of God; orperform whatis requifae 
to the; -purchoſe of Heaven; .So that it 'muſt 
chiefly ſpring from the mercy of God's fiſting 
ghd OG 7 T8 T4 1 
-. - Nay, whichis more, we cannot ſo mugh 
as-deſire roſerve.Godaccording to our obliga= 
wons, unleſs! he:firſt by:his divine-grace mayes 
- Guribearts, and diſpole-our-wil unto it; as 
theiſame St. Par ſayes, (od works in us both the 
will and the execution; without God aſliſting, 
- WC 
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we cannot have a dere ncither to believe whar 
1s propoſed as'the objet of Faith, nor perform 
what we should in order to vertuoys ations 
and'therefore St. eA "tin ſayes, the prodigal Son 
had never reſolved"to 7 home to his 
Father,” if themercyof God had notinfpired im 
- /5Fo manifeſt ths eh we need go no fur- 
rher-than tocaſt our thoughts upon the Gre- 
ciay and Roman learning, Which produced 
the -greate/l wits in the World; yer in all rheir 
inguifiction after a ſovereign pood, they -were_ 
f{oloſtas even to: become ridiculous; ating 
things concetninga Deity, and Man's ſuprean: 
felicity, as if they weredeflimce of reaſon. St. Paul 
takes'\notice in particular., how coming ro 
eAthens hefound an Altar dedicated to an unknown 
God: For they had-been viſited with tgrear 
peftilence; and ignorant for what offence a <4- 
ftiſemerit fo ſevere was inflicted 'atlaſt, fancied 
it was for want of himage to be rendeted to 
ſome Deity not yerdiſcovered; 'thanthis what 
could be more abſurd, roshew in what dark- 
neſrand errours, Mandoth grope when left ro 
--: So that if tany'time aperſon bſher at” 
- his vantierarid paſt extrayagancies,. and doth 
_ confeſithat whatbeforehe'beheld as bb»; and 
life, 6 be nothing elfe than obſcarty aid eath; 


this 
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this Converſcon FFI St.eAuſlin ) comes not 
from bimſelf , but fromthe powerful; and: hid- 
den orace of God which difipates the ouds of 
Earbly opinions, and enflames his; bears: With 
a defre of knowingrthe#rb: = 

Now thr change God works-in "hw ſ6« 
veral wayes, in ſome more gently, in others 
more- forably: Solomon 1nfinuates that he'par- 
ticulatly-gives his cal by the outward preaching 
of his I this Eſai. confirms. Chap.40. God 
hath ſent Dottors of his Faith into'the I orld, whoſhould 
reduce their Brethren likg thehltud into the way; J that is; 
unto Jeſus Chriſt the eAdeſoins,; -who-is ſtyled 
the way, truth, and life. Jn this;manner-Sarius 
recounts Barlaam was ſent to;Foſaphat Santo 
 aKingin the Hadies, that by his. converfron the 
whole Kingdom might embrace the Law of Chriſt. 
St. Paul was ſent toeA4thens, who converted 
the great St. Denns a famous Doctor of the, 
Areopagites, St. Philip tO the Eunuchof the Ethig= 
plan Queen, who by expounding-unto. him. 
a Prophecy.of Ghrilt in;Eſar., irmediately re 
ceived Baptiſmar his hands. _ 

-In the Hiſtory of Fapornis it 1s elated af 
a certain /ndiaz who had lived well according 
to the. lphtof nature, how hewas reſtleſs in 
his Mind, believinghis relipiouto be faiſe : he 
wenttothe Turks thinking co; follow-theirs, 
but finding there no ſaifaZio, then he ap- 
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plyed himſelf ro the. Fews, /but ftill remain» 
ed in perplexity, ſo that with much: feryous 
he was wont to cry-out; :Q God, let mei kyow, 
who thou art, and that [ may. ſerve: thee, according tethy 
will, otherwiſe donot charge inewith blanne, formy: errouri - 
Atlaſtichappened St. Francs Navierds\came., 
into the Town where he was, | and no:ſoony 
er did he hear him unfold the points, and 
ſacred myſteries of (Chriſtian Religion, - but he 
proclaimed, that Man preachesthe 08: [ wn ſerve, 
and forthwith was baptized: 

* | By this expedient he likewiſe made 
conqueſtofour Holy Penitent, in,which ati- 
on Nathan the Prophet was: inſtrumental, 
who laying before him his obhgations-t9 Gad 
and-his ingratitude, occaſioned that withour 
delay he had recoutſe to the Sanftuary of this 
preſentpetition or Mierere: 

The ſecond manner of his call is by the 
inward operation of his Spirit, and'this he com; 
municates to all, witneſs.St. Paul, 1 Cor., Fo | 
God who drew light from darkneſi by. a word from bns 
mouth , hath filled our hearts with, the \ſplentlour of hi 
knowledre : For without this-light of Faith, 
Man knowes notGod who 'madec-him, hey 
knowes not whither he tends; he knowep 
nod eternal felicity, for which he was created; 

he knowes not himſelf; for without 


Fiub, we know not that we are born Imp 
Ooo00o of 
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of wrath, and lyable to eternaldeath : We know 
nor the wounds of our nature, our inability to 
o00d, the.neceſ#ty of being regenerated by 
grace. Laſtly, without this interiour light, we 
know not Chriſt our eMediatour, by whofe_> 
pretious blood we are Redeemed from eternal 
damnation; and reſtored to a life of Grace and 
Gloyy.. ©: | 


a 
. - 


- Butyou will ſay if God imparts this light 
of faithtoall, how comes it ſo many remain 
in darkzeſs, and infideliry; of this the reaſon 
is, that itis required to the end the {ight of 
Paith may have its effe?, a cooperation in our wills, 
otherwiſethis ray(how:glorious:ſoc'reit be) 
is rendered#ſeleſs,and asit vvereunder a Cloud: 
Therefore St.:Paul ad Rom: 10. ſaycs, | Faith 
which juſtifies muſt come from the heart ;'-and in. Luke 
22. Chriſt reprehends the Diſciples going 
toEman, thatnotwithſtandinghe had filled 
them vvith the beams of his light, yet: their 
bearts were low in admitting a belief ,, Fob Iikewile- 
confirms this Chap.24. ſaying ; they were obdus 
rate; and rejeftedthe hight prefented to them. | 
' Our Learned Graduate and Petitioner. more 
happy; rejeednor the internal call of God by 
this feet inſpirations, but correſponded vaith 
themby a pio affetion inhis will; and having 
x mrtiful invitation toa feaft:ot grace; he would 
not like thoſe gueſts mentioned in theaz. 
| Br, _— 
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of St. e Mathew, Letthe conſideration of a 
poor Farm, 'or a little; muſty vyare gain more 
upon'him than thei bope of this vreaſure,' more 
pretiousthan thewhole Forld : He vyould not: 
preferr darkneſs before /ight, nor choole ita 
vvallow indir: and mire, rather.than beauti- 
fy his Soul with a gift which will, one day.rens 
der him immortal 1n glory. ; He had! already 
obtained adegfiretodowyell, and this deſireche 
would improve by u#ion, and-fince God had 
daioned to givehimthe velle,or wllto ferye him, 
tebogslic would apenhis Lis,that he might 
redeem his mſcarriage in ſetting forth the Enor> 
mity of jim, the. CharaFers of the: divine gvodneſs, 
andthe preatneſr of his, Fuſtice 3; Lord thou wilt open 


bl '& eAuſtin reflecting upon the goedueſs of 
God; 'in-rhac he not bnly-bids-us ask ; bur 
ever giver us more than we- demand, ſayes, 
That our ſlothfulneſs ought to-bluſb.in: hat God'\y more 
ready to'give than wearetoreceive. ) i 
"""eAbraham .petitioned: for a'Son, and re- 
ceived apromiſe that his Seed Should be multi- 
plycd like Stars of Heaven, , or Sands of 
the Sea, and that Chriſt should iſſue forth 


if * . 


from his Loyns. 


| Facob's requeſt. was extended only'to 
Bread; and aGarment, and he was honoured 
' witheAnzels to be his Companions , was PAar- 
taker 


i 
* # 
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taker of many heavenly viſions, and abundance of 
riches powredas it wereinto his.Lap. 
T he Thief on the Croſs ſucd but for a re- 
membrance, and Chriſt gave him a promiſe of Pas 


radiſe. 
So our Penitent ſeems to be very modeſt in 


* hispetition knowing well the wont of God's 


bounty,” 'that doth not ſuccour us inone Kind, and 
teave'usmiſerablein anatber,but relieves conpleat= 
/y : Wherefore he ſues only to have his Lips 
unſealed; forthe reſt he reterrs1t to his incom- 
parable ' munificence, being fixt in-this Principle , 
that according to the meaſure of his donation, 


he will exhort, allure, threaten; nay pur 


himſelf into any shape, that may molt ctfe- 
oily purchaſe Souls unto God. _ 

' Nor. is it a bad preſage of his future hereſe 
that heis ſo confident to have his Lips laid open; 
Lord(ſayes He) thou wilt open my Lips, as if he 
had the Key of grace at:his command. For 1 
obſerve when God would diſpoſe a Sou for 
the reception of this favour, the frb Seed he. caſts 


1nto her is that of hope, this /efſon-he read to 


the Patdhnich Marr. 9. Sor be confident and. | hope 


well: - 
( as ayes, it is a // the we Shall altain 


whar'wedemand, when we find a ſtrong faith 


and confidence in our ſelves whilſt we: offer 


our peiition : For Almighty God uſes to in- 


ſpire 
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ſpire. this vert#e 1nto us as ariearneſt.or. pledoe of 
his future grant, this:made the Apoſtle St. Pay 
preſcribe it as a means tO cotuphſy aur defires., 
Feb. 2.16. Let us approach with: confidence the Throng 
of prace. As\t we neededonlya firmbope to be 
able to ſcale the throne of grace and no ence 
what ever we defire. 

 Hopeis defined a'vertue cefidingi in the vill, | 
which raiſes it tothe expeCtation-of a ſoves 
reign good, and conſequently to all necellary 

means in order to that; as grace, remiſſion of 
fm, and the like: For the underflanding enlighr- 
. ned- 'by Fiith, knowes that: the F049 - of 
eManis in God,' that this beatitude is promi= 
ſed:/him: as his. fnal.exd,;: whence the: will ſets 
itſelf a work after rhis ſoverergn;good, and be> 
ing/ unable of ir {elf to reach ſo high, this 
vertue of hopeis infuſed to ſtrengthen the imbe- 
cility of ournature. 

Now the motives of hope are ; Firſt, God's 
ery; which isno leſs prompt to free hisCrea- 
curesfrom miſery, than the fre is to burn, or 
the Suato give light, 

'The next motive is his Providence, which a 
lots: unto every Bcing what 1s neceſſary ro 
leadthem totheir final end. 

' -: The third motive. is his divine power, againſt 
which no machinationor force can be of any 
cftc&t ro ruinea Soul he means to ſave: For 
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all the powerof Hell before him is but like ans 
atome before the Sun, nay he can'with more fa- 
cility draw a Soul from an e4byſr of (im, and 
adorn her with an eAngelickpurity,. I ſay with 
more eaſe, than we can uttera Sable; or make 
the mwinkling of.an Eye. Beſides, he is gene 
r0us, and ſeeing his Enemyat his Feet, implo- 
ring his mercy, he lovesto raiſe them by his 
pardon, and cannot endure that. any in vain 
Should hope in him. 

In ſequel of this meditation our Petitioner 
aſſures himſelf that God will not rge7 him; 
nay, thathe will give him more than even” 
he dares to hope for : That ſince he hath de- 
ſigned him to a ſupernatural end,. his providential 
care will enrich him with-an meriour illuſtration 
of his Miad, and a holy impulſe in-his will, that 
he may comprehend thoſe Truths-whichhe 
hath hid from the wiſe, and diſcovered. to 
his kitle ones, He knew the eAdefiiar. would 
not shed his pretious blood to: make us grear 
Oratours, Phyſtians, Aftrologers or the like ; be- 
cauſe eMan by the flrength of his own. capaci- 
ty may reachand acquire them in ſome per- 
tection ; buttocnable 'us-ro ſupernatural princi- 
ples: And though by the contemplation of created 
things, Man-may- make many deduttions. and 
inferences, and{oicome'to the knowledoe of ſeve- 
ral perſetions in" God: ; Yet knowledoe thus ac- 

1 quired 
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quired is very imperfett ; and: therefore. St. 
Thomas obſcrves , that the wiſeft: Men have 
fallen into many ſortifh;errours, nt4ll a ſuperna- 
tural Divinity came to reftify,, what:Man's Wit 
couldnorpenetrate and diſcern. 55h ot 

' Our Peritert now feeling himſelf ro {well 
like a Fountainito the brim,: with thee: tnradiati- 
ons and ſacred tranſports, longs.to:diſcharge” 
himſelf, and beſprinkle the 4rid-Soulr:of Jan 
guiſhing ſmners : Wherefore he: begs his; Lips 
may be laid open, that .like a 2arrent he may 
bear-all down before: him, ,deſtroy alkthe 
Barricado's of impiety, and. teach-the World 
in his Example, that notwithſtanding, wes 
forfeit by jm all \ſupemttural aids-5; yet repentance. 
is of power toredeem them; and reſtore us 
to acapacityof regaining:oureternal Beatitude: 
W herefore he exhorts all Mento joyn iflue 
with him, and witha frm hope cry ; Lord thou 
{balt open my Lips. | 


Ti be eApplication. 


We are taught here when we begin to 
pray, that we:look upon our ſelves as infirm, 
indigent, andwulcerated Beggars ; who expettfrom 
the merciful hand of God to find ſome reef 
in urnece/ſties; and we' muſt, further reflect 
upon this great addition ro-our miſery, . that 

"LON, vve 
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we know not of our ſelves what to ask, nor 
how-to frame our petition. Therefore we 
muſt with 'our Holy Pevitent beg he would open 
our Lips, that is, purify our underſtanding, . (o 
as what we demand -may tend rather-to the 
advantage of our Soulthan Body, and enflame 
our »ils tothe purſuironly of ſuch things as 
may contribute molt to God's plory; if vves 
hold-this method vve need not fear the ſucceſs, 
but that all our Prayers will end in the accom- 
pliſþhment 'of our :deferes, and if ſometimes hey 
ſeems not tokeep touch with his promiſe, it 
is becauſe weask anif, weask what willnot 
prove to his honour, nor our good which ought 
tobethe ſole motive of our Hearts and 7 onpue. 
Therefore we muſt '\alwayes make the In- 
rroduction of our requeſts under this forme, 
Lord open my Lips '. " e4 men. 


Cn 4 e. XXXI. 


. "tos TR annuntiabit loudemwnam, | OINE 
eAnitmy Momb ſhall ſhew forth thy praiſes - 

'O\% Graduate raiſed above the Clouds, and 

miſts of ſin, begins to delight ina higber 

or Region, 
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zpion, he had wallowed in his Being: of 1a- 
ture wounded by . /m /,- which rendred him 
obnoxious unto death,; nay unworthy. of his 
naturalexiſtence; now by aSecond.Creation having 
received a better Being of Grace, :,vvhich en> 
titles him to Salvation; - he deliberates yyhar- 
homage he ought to pay,. and.fince the e{ngels 
make ittheiruninterrupted-task to bleſs his 
Name, he promiſes-ro. keep: confort, with: 
them; crying out, dnd my Mauth ſhall ſend forth 
thy praiſe. If. DOG, wag x3, | 
How juſtly he falls upon this duty,.'do 
but conſider, when, God created all things 
of nothing, healone was exiſtent, what could 
he then have in his Eye buthivſef to be the 
final endof all hisworkgs io yn 
Beſides, the excel/ence; and. /ablimity of his 
nature gave him this:jyft prerogative 'as to be the 
objeftive Beatitude of all Beings, who arc capable 
to enjoy him, and; that all things should 
tend'too, and cnd in his glorious praiſe. _ 
| From this Truth he gathers firſt, that” 
God hath an eternal eſſential glory, which 1s no- 
thing elſe but his own pertections infinitely 
accomplished.;; for the gloryaf every Being is 
its 'perfeftion and accomplyhment.: \ Whence it” 
followes, that as Gods infinitely perfett, he muſt 
needs poſſeſs within himſelf an infinite internal 
glory: This is eſſential, and cannot be ſepa- 
Qqqq rated 
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rated from him; this can receive no cn= 
creaſe, for his joyes and ſatufattions are full 
charged up to the brim, as being from all 
Eternity within himſelf, and they are no- 
thingclfe buthimſelf. | 

Now you muſt know there 15 beſides, 
an external and accidental glory due to him, which 
conſiſts in making known, andlaying open 
his perfefions, for glory is the molt proper deſign- 
ment of ſpiritual natures, that are free and ex- 
emipt from miſery, and itis the greateſt re- 
compence of their generous ations: Since then 
God is the Prince of ſpiritual Beings, he conſc- 
quently ought to have his - 4 produtions 
adorned with. the ornament of glory. 

Whereforc he reccives theeffe# of his pre- 
zenfions in order to this: external glory, when- 
Angels and Men contemplate the wonders of 
his efſence, and in that proſpect tranſported 
with admiration feel a taſt of his ineffable ſweetneſs, 
when they love him at the height of their 
affetions, and ſpend themſelves in his praiſes, 
ſtill direQing all their aFions in reference to 
his glory. O13. | 

Upon this meditation our Penitent con- 
cludes; that God derives to himſelf more_ 
glory from a' good than bad Soul, from the prede-= 
ſtinate eAngels, than the reprobate ſpirits; more 
from a Wy Soul in Paradiſe, than a Soul loft tn. 

damna= 
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damnation: Becaule the goodare admitted toa 
knowledpe of his divine perfetions,: which th ey ad- 
mire, love, 'and- reverence; - whileſt> a Soul 
doomed to perdition, ſcarce knowes anything more 
thanhis avenging Faſlice, iN ant 1 ih 
- Again, a j#{t Soul reſplendent as the Sur; 
and:which .in ſome kind expreſſes the beaity 
of God (as being his fair and lively Image ) 
more clearly ſets forth the power, wiſdom, and 
greatneſs of God thana Soul-plunged in danma- 
tion, who hath nothing obſervable in her 
but her monſtrous, and hideous deformity. oy 
Hence, you may ſee our great Petitioner 

in this undertaking is grounded upon prin 
ciples of reaſon, and canforms himſelf to a Law 
imprinted in cvery: Being, by which they 
are carried on to: plorify and 'praiſe after their 
way, their Creatour. St. Hierom anſwered to 
ſuch as demanded how the Sun, eAoon, and 
Stars praiſed. God, being ( reatures inanimate , 
deſtitute both of ſenſe , and reaſon; becauſe 
(fayes he ) they are punttual in their ſtations, 
. alwayes exact in their order and motion, and : 
this' ſervice is homage of praiſe they pay. to 
God. | Q 5rl3 te 3 Mi 
" Tris ſtoried of St. eAnthony the Hermit, that 
a Perſon of quality rendring him & wi/t inv 
his ſolitude, wondered how without a Library 
or any Book, he could ſo entertain himſelf, 
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4s that the time was not tedious fohim, to 
whom the Saint replyed,..thatthe whole world 
was a gtcat/ olume expanded, in, which he 
read as it were ty-great Characters;::the wou- 
ders of its (reatour, to which alſo.alludes:the 
Sententeof St. ( bryſoftom - There: u not any par 
ticle of a (Creature, | be it of worth or not', | which iſſues 
not forth a *opice: more loud than'a Trumpets and peaks 
ye praiſesof God. *: 7 TT 

. Butabove all, 1r belongs to. Adin by ma- 
ny. 'Titles of oblig ation ro eontribure to thes 
praiſe and glory of God. 1 

Firſt, his natural perfetions. more «-lively 
repreſent the Divine perftections, as being 
created to his Image, andeenriched with an 
werflanding able ro comprehend ſupernatural 
things,” fo thati/he alone in this &arthly Sphere 
can acknowledge, and make 2. return of 
gratitude”, for all the viſible productions we 
herei behold. Whence it is evident, that” 
Manis obliged to pay the zribwe of praiſe and 
thanksziving:1n the behalf of all Creatures : it 
was uponthis ſcore the high Prieſt among the 
Fews iwas wont to have wrought in-his Gar 
ment a draught of the World, to in{inuate, that 
it'was hispare to diſcharge the duty.of «Adora- 
#{n, and EE unto (5091 in the nameaf 
oho univerſe." 

Next; Man may be dion) ro oxhe he of 
| God, 
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God, employing thoſe gifts of grace he tes 
ceives in as of Religion, obeying his Com- 
mandments, embracing his ( ouncels, referring 
all his aFions ro his honour, and'evidencing; by; 
a holy life, that all his endeavours are ih order 
to him, and his ſervice. For from hence is 
refleed a certain externalglory upon God; not 
only in thathe is known, loved, andreſpe- 
&ed by ſuch a /ife of Sanftity; but alſo in that” 
he hath ſuch ho/y and generous Creatures, juſt as it 
is the glory of a Father to have a Son vertuour and 
wiſe, and who by his Vvalour and ſage conduF, 
drawes the Eyes of the Horld with a kind of 

admiration upon him.” 7: 20 eigen 
Bur the greateſt: glory Man can give unto 
God, isina ſtate of Beatitude, for when once 
there arrived, he $shall ſce him face to. face_, 
wichoutany interpoſed Veil, heshall know 
the wonders of his eſſence; taſt his /weemeſs1ncons 
ceivable, and have his heart ravished with e- 
temal affeflions: He $hall there praiſe him in a- 
full conſort for all Eternity: This is the higheſt 
pitch of glory Man-can give unto God, in which 
he is partner. with. the eAngels,, it 15:the final end 
of 'our Creation, we'are not put into. this 
World upon.any other. deſign, than by acon- 
flant propreſs: in vertue: to advance our ſelves; 
daily:cothisend. 7d bY ol Log 1d 
Here you may duſcern the general Heads of 


Rrre | praiſe, 
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prajſe in which: our Penitent will engage! his 
mouth. Firſt, he will praiſe himin the infinits 
yariety of Creatures he hath framed in this 
inferiour World for Man's uſe, and in-tiis 
behalf he willpower forth his thanks, and afts 
j4 gratitude, reſolving never toabuſethem; or 

elign them contrary to thar cad for w -hich 
ey: weremade.. 

'ext, he willſubmit all his Mods; tobe 
led ahid conducted according to the zmpulſe 
and dicamens of thoſe Graces he $shall pleaſe 
to beſtow upon him; making his Bodya baly, 
chaſt, and' macerated viime to his Lawr, and by 
this means he will diſpoſe himſelf for thar 
laſt and higheſt ſervice he'is to render him in a 
compleat Beatitude, where his Mouth shall never - 
ccaſeto celebrate his praiſe:  dndny Ooub 
ſpall declare thy praiſe. 

 Whileft our Penitent thus in 'his thou ohts 
runns over all thoſe motives which might jultly 
afford matter of praiſe ro bisgratefrd T: ongue, there 
occurs 9 more which muſt nat;be vmixred;, 
ſince itiexceeds all others,:;and exalts thes 
glory of \God beyond all che ſubmi/ion-of Men. 
and:Anvels; it is rhemyftery of. the /ncama-: 
tronin Which*Chriſt Jeſus(od- Man hath con- 
_ ttibured'the' mioſt-ro: God's glory :' For: hey 
hath ſaved the World by the fer of; his 
pteriotis blood,” and nothing! iS MOCC: glorious ” 
Go 
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God' than the Sahoation of Mankind ; for 
good and holy perſons will praiſe, love,” ad- 
mire, contemplate, enjoy, and adore his 
perfeftions in the vaſt fpaces of Eternity: Now 
had he not dyed for Man, no Paradiſe; -no fea 
licity could have been for them; ſo that God 
had remained under the privation of that glory, 

 hedothand is to receive from blefſed Spirits for 

_ all Erernity. 2 2:10} JON Ou - 

Nay more, not only eMen do glorify 

God by Jeſus Chrift , but the efnpels like- 
wiſe, in whoſe concern the {hnreb declares 

the eſngels praiſe your Majeſty,the'eAHrchangels 

bow before you; the' Powers tremble with 
reſpe&t, the venues of Heayen', and bleſſed 
 Seraphims with like joy andilove do' glority 
you: Sothatall the external oloryconfecrated 
co. Godeither in Heaven or Earth is tt'con- 
fideration of rhe divineperſon as it ſuppores the 
ſacred bumanity of Chriſt, oh 

- Laſtly, - Feſw Chrifin Heaven doth praiſe 
and magnify'the Divinity wich an Air incdmpara- 
ble; he doth ic more topionſly;-with more” varis 

#5, with a note more lively and ravishing than 

aft the Choires of Angels and Saints putt toge- 

ther: The-reafon' is, that thE moſt perfe# 
kitowledoe , arid moſt ardent affeftion-are thes 
ſources of the molt ſublime aid magnificent Pia 
neoyricks ; Now the* Sonl of otir Redeemer en< 
joyed 
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joyed without diſpute a more clear and pe- 
netrating wiſdomand knowledge of the Divinity, 
isenflamed in that Abyſs of eſſence to a higher 
degree- than any other whatſoever, and 
conſequently his moſt pure Soul breaks forth 
into praiſes, which outltrip and ſurpals by tar 
all the Harmony both of Angels and the bleſſed ſpi- 
ritin Heaven. 4 OY | * 

I doubt not but our Penitent with much 
fatisfaction let his Tongue ſtrike upon -this 
Theams for if the very thought of the Meſſias 
replenished his Mind with abundant joy, what 
conſolation to conſider that by him alone God 
would derive to himſelf more glory, than 
from the whole, maſs of Creatures, thathe was. to 
Share with him in this 72ack of praiſe, that he 
would. procure, cncreaſe, and magnify the ' 
honour of God to his urmoſt; and ſince, Angels 
and een were to pay: their homage of praiſe 
and bened:ion by and in'the perſon of the, 
Meſlias,: our Penitent would not be exempted 
from..that privileage of bearing a part .in the 
canſort.,:and;bleſs the. divine goodneſs in,:that 
by the bloody Sacrifice of the Meilias, God's ho- 
nourShould be repaired, and as many voices 
gained to promote his. greatneſs, . as theres 
were to, be ploriow ſpirits in Heaven, that by 
his ſacredeMeomb the praiſes of his God, his [0 
vereign good, andobjet of his love were to be 
Y ecchoed 
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ecchoed forthinthemidit of Puradiſe napinhy 
what:joy- would-he PUCX thei bandi>land 
conſpire inchisdefign;2and frrondthopmry 
ror imemione of theo Afefiiar, iby'a millionwoB 
toy Kome Labour; | mighthebut liverodiees: 
the Day- breath of hi/comug; ' howeverihe is; pea 


ſolved:by-him to! offerup all hyyftack ys wn 
2a mediftdon, eAnd my Meanhfhatl adannce: 
thyprajſe.” on non ow oannb od yr Hapy vt 
3G Caſianus aUmires the goodneſs. of God;! that | 
poſſeſſing within hnn(elf ancaunbantetb Greg 
ſure-of all good, in whom:cinnor be fund) 
the” leaſt: wait of anythung defirableyofs yet? 
pleafed'to play'the AtadiantiwithpooriGrede 
cures-tentruſting intoltheir-harids: notonhy: 
the wyfble ftotk of this inferdil FHorld ;: but alſd: 
rthe:diſpenfation-of: beavenly! gractr;, ariduthis 
whilſt he _— kv rewri,\ thisout Puri o>) 
n#himſelf conteliesmum; che!lafk Chapted of 
che firſt of the ({bwaldes, »wiiere Heantthes: 
Pripees of :rhepeople.had:maite>a large! Qffer: 
ins of many Talents of Gold, Silver," and ether; 
Metals : Forireflecting:themupon theiftate 
of eAcoomms 'rwixe Godand: his; Creatures; 
he:faid?, H}hoiznr l,\ and, mbats imy;peopleits-offer. 
any: thing unto'thte, | for allthings come;fronthee;'! ani 
of thine own 'we-bave giyen;, © Sathatnane can: 
offer: unto God: buthatithey:Bayc:ragrived: 
frombim': Nay, ; he is 0; induigenty as though: 
"7%" Sor we 
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we: cartreturmibim nave but what is hs 37s, 
yet:letwthembe'ſtamped with-:rbo/mark. of 
gratitde; he willputthem upon anon as /arfe-; 
FJoryc: >1na word wexan exchan SC Acath 1g, 
inmv©m.of. all his bodfits: butrhe) cinunt of 
praiſe; : and is:14 nortrange we Fhould retale!s 
him #7? Nays\to. cacourage us though.we 
give him butavtife, \ndtworth'the regard- 
ing, yetif it be done with areal intent QF. ſer+ 
ving him, -hoMevtbernot at it, ibut by his ac- 
ceptatuenvakesitmiable; : and of apriceinot to 
be: eſteemediii-Þ mutt inceds then ſay ,,our 
great Renitent: hath pitched upon a right: way 
of taffick, arid which:1$mott; ſwitable'to che 
ſateofchisaffairs: Wherefore I wonder not 
if indivers other Pſalms, he proteſts heal 
hve longerthan hesball be able ro remit un- 
to his vbbpinp i({;reditonr; the _—_—_ of 'praiſe, 
and: that:he wall be punctual in this romnerce 
whilftihe hatha Bemo, which reſolution he 
ryan confirms 7 \And my eAdvnb jhall fend 

thy praiſe tO » LD Sfigoato vi 
17.62 — rwo things in; thoſe, 
thac would praiſe thei name of God; to wit, 
Prideand fear For, if proxd, though he take up 
the. Sure of wothers praiſe, and .deſcants:upon 
ic with mack ſeeming zeal, yet he-alwayes fo. 
manages the Breominns, 'as to involvehimfelf 


a a /Pany, which Ipoils all; for God: will 
ny 1) have 
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have'no Rivel;>h& contents (ipbrae) 
UN 


unto his Creaturevelicpunt; ation of this 
a," bur #f\matroroft ey be. Own; 

attd q proteſtstharnone Ht Bear a blue 6 oath 
hidn in this he proclatmshimfelf £5DO1 Job 
loud, , G3 $93NN vidoucdan 

Next; "Pete Projſwibe Manor) be can 
never be faithful, for this unmanly paſiion like wi 
eApoplexyfeires upoh #11 the viul fpirits;/ hin- 
ders the ſpeeth, nay even betrayes any inte- 
reſt at the Face of dariger. 'S62] — NEVED 
ſee-any thing reat Or geneyoir to iflite' from. 
aCoward;' Dh erefore: our Meſed Saviour de- 
clires heewill not obheſhitn atithe Latter day; 
whotharh here Myſhaty « and N00 dared ko ace 
kiiowledge him: 
z 2 Our great Dots Was: file diempr from.” 
theſe irregular motions ;' AStorthe firſt, he was 
che wietheſt'of een, 'ehelChuratfer he gives' of 
hitafelf shews he was notclevated with an 
Airy tonceit of his own-worth, . when he pronoun- 
ces in his Pſalm ; That he = Worm, .and n0t 4 
Man; the opprobryof Men; und feorn of the people. 
Sg that the oſs Pride il nerd _ 
afy wayes obſtruct thoſe juſt eAtiributes be 
profifiles here ro giveunto His Maker: 

'As tothe other:braneh of ' frar, -his Hero< 
ith exploiriire abundantitly ſee forth inithe ſacred 
FHſtory, ſothitro go about to clearhimfrom, 


aw 
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wehen/ior of, terrour, c vehen (Godis: ne day 
ake;i Wrrethefame:abto we gmoHion a 
glorimideny tor pifuadetho3uny/hing:' Lawns 
then sgntlude-hewas conpleniripulifred 19 hare 
der to.dhe prrformarce ok: hbig-1ky] and thats 
Mouth was admirably fitted to Sing forthyheg 
prailcs of his God : Avdwr 4h hat anmwunce 
thy prajfe ci; v TIIUY ell 13 70? 1 Our, os TIVY Sf! 
-1i; Whilſt, ous Nenitem ,goes G8; in; his: de- 
ſigne to: make. an Elogy of his; Greatouts praj- 
ſes, -heiis{tartled ar an opinion, , that; Ged + g/ov 
rifyedin the damnation of a Soul, as much: agin her Sgl+ 
vation But. he\foon regovered/himiclf,up- 
on'. the: principles. he haths laid 5 ; fox aS-a-nate 
and acciwpliſhed piece of work; {peaks merectho 
art and perfeft;on of the workman,i than, 4%/thas 
is imperfeth and: beſet with many: faults;Oo a 
Weſjed pul adorned: with. many; perfetion, amd 
being #/ively. image: of Her Aduker, \doth-more 
exprels the power; wiſdome,,.. dnd-other -Apyrir 
utes of God than a loft Soul;all tained withia 
horrid puilt Of f1:\ 12 30 MY \5 . ml 35 PE er} ſi! "go 
-\: Agoiw\; it wayld be indifferent, tothe 
moſ}-#6Yous in'ithe loye tof\God,; whether 
2 ſoubperished; or nor/; -becaule they. defi- 
ring nathing but the. g/ay of God , |and-if 
that'werc equally.concerned in the loſs,or Sal- 
vation of a-Soul g} certainly, either, would. be 
alcks:xa:them!;: but its molt gyident they 
=Y10%k, , practiſc 
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praQtiſe the contrary- ,.; entertaining: pa/fgy 

nate defires for the .gaining: of: a: Soul; and 

miich reſenting, . nay with greatdeſalationg 

the raine ofany;-which evidences thar God 

detives to himſelf wore glory froma Soul enlis 

V ened by his 'prace, than from another wallows 

ing in the: (1h of /.'. Wherefore he cons 

cludes the tack of God's praiſe cannot be car- 

ricd:on but by a life-of Sanftity, which he 

looks upon asa happy nece/vity,; that the glory of 
our (Teat2ur isannexcd to our greateſt happineſs: 

For he hath produced all things to be finally 

referred to himſelfi,. and if. im; this, (creatures 

find hkewiſe their imereſt and full delight;..how: 

great an obligation 1$1t? That he hath linked 

his glory to our happy condition, and utmoſt perfeti- 

0; thatis, whilſt we procure unto God the 

. greateſt glory, inthe ſame action we purchaſe 
' to our ſelves our greateſt felicity: So that our 

Penitent will never ceaſe ; And my «Mouth ſhall 
ſend forth thy praiſe. \ {le \.-\  0 


The Application, ; 


-:.: Here we are inſ{tructed: that our Being 1$ 
conferred upon us to no other,end than rg 
love, praiſe, and glorify.God, and to procure, 
(asmuchas in uslyes) that others likewiſediſ- 
charge this de/onment of their Creation. If then 
« 23714 Tetr we 
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wediredtour ations to our own praiſe, ſucking 
inthe efirof humane applanſe, we commit an_ 
at of iynſtice againſt-God, and pervert the 
hoble employment al otted to our nature: We: play 
the Thief, and plunder the lawful propriety of 
our Creator : The utmoſt: perfetion of a ſlream is 
to be reunited to its ſource; and that of «Man 
to praiſe and glorify God, in loving, ſcrving, 
and manifeſting his perfections: and fince- 
all other ( reatures conſpire according to their 
capacity to render him glory, Let ws who are 
endued with reſo: conſecrate all our thoughts 
and words, all our defires and affefions to exalt 
his p Lars and gloy. | eAmen, 


C H A P. XXXIIL. 


Quoniam ft voluiſſes $, axis, dediſſem utique, _ 
Becauſe if thou wouldeſt have had a Sacrifice, 1 _ ould 
verily baye done it. 


qNchis Clauſe:our Petitioner hints a remark= 
able: conſideration; which is, that he 
will not play the Heady devote, nor follow his 
091 will; and what his weak brain may ſuggeſt 
anco himin order toGod's ſervice,but wiſely 

commair 
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commit himſelf unto God, - who muſt:be his 
eMafter in-this particular « For:Man'siblinds 
neſs is ſo great, the Cleudsoverhis underſtands 
ingſoiblak, that of himſelt he cannor-djrem 
whathomage is due tohis Spuereipa:Monarch ; nds 
with what Sacrifice he oughtito adore! thank, 
and appeaſe him : | He knew well ourmportaus 
affairin this life, 1s to;ſerve God as he: would be 
ſerved, and in that way which might be 
moſt pleaſing to him ; by conſequence the or- 
ders he is ro obſerve muſt be revealed to him 
by God, that conformably ro his pleaſure he 
is ready to obey, to Sacrifice'nor only a beaſt;, 
| bathis fortune, . honour, . crown, perſon, and all. 
__ - Fhere are many Opinions: about this 
Quere; why thoſe legal: Sacrifices inflitmed'by Got's 
own appointment,” as a teffimony of -our acknowledoment 
of his ſupream Dominion: over us ,* aud being their ſole 
refuge 0 ſhelter themſelves from the darts of bu anver., 
ſhould in the: caſe of onr Petitioner be cenſured as uſeleſs, 
and no wayes to be countenanced"by the: approbation of 
Abioen. ©: © 12000 WY 23M ICH, aſt 

. Some ſay our Penitent means by this the. 
bare external aft of Sacrifice, which as an accus 
ſtomary thing withour the -intemion, which 
gives life to the ation, is not required of God, 
norreceives from him any ſapporz, and thatin 
this fenſc he truly doth notauthenticateany 
Sacrifice ſo offered. © % 

: But 


% 


(352) 

 Butqueſtionleſs this expofrtionis far from 
our Penitemts thoughts, for no- ablation 'un- 
leſs veſted with a form: of /axcere reſpe#;, 'and 
reverence:tothe Divinity, can find any propitious 
efet; .and ſince that depends on the:will of 
him that offers ſacrifice, if thu cirumftance be 
wanting, neither will his mmo/ation be atcep- 
table ,, nor be him(elf blameleſs; 1 he deſiſt upon 
that title from diſcharging;his duy by thoſe 
Ceremonies which: the Law rhen requi- 
- | Iwill wave: the ſentiments of divers others 
1o to avoidprolixity, and give you that'of St. 
Gregory; who ſcems to. have hit upon the, 
genuine ſenſe of this:clauſe. - For he reputes it 
to be a prophetick inſpiration in our Penirent that 
the legal Sacrifices being aT ype only and Figure of that 
eternal Sacrifice to be offered up in the perſon of (twiſt, 
in whom they were all toend. Therefore in conjideration 
of his vigorous Faub, and ardent zeal for hus\coming , 
by which he merized the effef of what they repreſented, he 
was diſpenſed within theſe legal _—_— as to himſelf, 
they being: intheſe cxrcumſtances little beneficial, and as it 
wereunneceſſary. ro! 
:. . Bur let.us examine the nature of a Sacrifice 
which will give us light the berter to dif- 
cern the verity of this clauſe : Firſt, it exacts 
thart:he. who offers Sacrifice be a Prieſt , for 
ſince it isa worſhip of all others the moſt eminent, 


. by 


* 
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by:which.the World, conſpites.inong/to ac- 
ktiowledge a Divinty, \it1s xequilite this ex, 
ternal: Ceremony, $hquld- notibeccommitted'to, 
the Execution of every.,ove, buy that. certain. 
felefted: Perſons: be, canlticuted;,. who. an-. the 
name of the! Common: wealth.,shauld pay 
their bomage tothe divine Majeſty 3am in.thar 
aGtron of Sacrifice 1: acknowledge both, bz. fu 
pream ,power,- and their, ſubjettion;.,and this-perſon 
oughr'to beaPrieſebecaulc itiis his propexvufſices 
witneſs St: Paul int rhe Fifth co: the Hebrews, 
EveryPrieſt tboſen out amongſt, en are appainted for 
the-ſervice of; Aden, in thoſe things which .relgie unto, 


- 


God:inthe;oblatinnof giftrand Sacrifice,  \. ..1.. » 
| Now as to the: Law,of.nature-where mentis 
on'is madeof Facrifices, . and not of Prieſts; St. 
Hierom cites/a tradition.of the Hebrews which 
ceſtifies rhart the Firſt born Male, or Eldeſt Son 
were: Prieſts, and enjoyed both a regal,.and 
poatificial authority. 18 their Line, and Family. 
Whence Fob. Chap... 'Sacriticed in, behalf 
of :hisChildren; whom likewilc he bleſſed 
dadTinRifyed, © ww orfs - ani; es al 
-. + Vext, it is required ina, Sacrifice, that it 
be ſomcexternal ſenſible thing, either living Or in= 
animate, for whatſocverby the eſteem of N(a- 
tions, Or authoriry of holy Scrypture hath been 
reputed arealandtrue Sacrifice, it ever conſiſted 
irrſome ſuch viſibleand externalthing. - .. 
mY Vyvv The 
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. The third condition of a Sacrifice is, that the 
ting offered up be killed, or ſome alteration 
madein it; for all the Sacrifices of the natural 
and eMoſaick Law were not performed by 
a {imple oblation or elevation of the thing, but 
by its deftruftion, and this directed ro God's 
honour. Living ( reatures were ſlaughtered , and 
things inanimate, ſome burnt, as Flower, | Salt, 
Incenſe: Otherspouredomtor ſpilt, as Blood, Oyl, 
and Water. The reaſon why a Sacrifce ought 
to be deſtroyed is, that by the deſtruflion it ſerves 
no more to the »ſe okeAfen, and ſo more 
compleatly ſeems all applyed to God's honour, 
as importing his ſuprean Dominion , and a de- 
pendency of all things on him. = 

| Fourthly, a Sacrifice is to be offered up impli- 
citly,or explicitly to the honour of God, ifforany 
other end it loſes the nature and quality of a 
Sacrifice : For a Sacrifice is in the number of 
thoſe ſigns by which we expreſs our inwardva- 
tie of anothers excellency,. and a defire in our 
ſelves to become his /ave, now if this efteem 
or defire be wanting, the {pn u falſe, and hath 
noeffe; ſo that a Sacrifice proceeding from flat- 
tery or fear is impious, and putsa ſcorm upon the 
Deity they ſeem to adore. 

.  Laſth, the placewhercina Sacrifice 1s per= 
formed, ought to be conſecrated to that” 
cnd, andthis wecallane4har, for doubtleſs 
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the dignity of thataFion' may juſtly exaQ a pars 
ticular department ſeparated from prophane ufes, 
as the endo ofallNartions declares; 

From theſe premiſes we ſee what a Sawijee 
is taken inthe firifeft ſenſe; 'to wir, anexterial 
oblatier of fome ſerifible thing offered unto 
God , by: which. we acknowledge his ſu« 
pream power over #9, andall things: that he 
may diſpoſe of ther and #4 at his pleaſure. 
Now- that- God should not require' at 'the 
hands of our Petitioner fuch an expreſſion of his 
duty ſeems intricate; ' becauſe though by the 
tye' of nature we are obliged to worship God 
by «Hr of vertue, and pood works ifſuing from ſuch 
2ptinciple, may quadrate with theendof a 
Sacrifice, which is to'honour God : Yer they 
produce no external fign, and ſoproperly cans 
not be {aid tobe an afof Rehgion, nor conſes 
quently a Sacrifice, which -compretiends the 
moſt perfe worſhipthat can be given by a Grea- 
THE - + > > | om 22 
>: Beſides, : it is moſt certain that the Law 
ofeMoſerobliged the Fews very ſtritly, and 
thisappears in God's promiſes to the punCtual 
obfervers of it; as that rainshould' fall in due 
ſeaſon, their Lands become fertile, their 
Trees be laden with fruit, abundance in their 
Vineyards, that they shouldbe preſerved from 
wild Beaſts, enjoy a full peace, ——y 

| tnelr 
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their. Enemes;i and plantthomielyesya the: 
mid{tofthem;,; Nay mare, :thakthelc temporal 
plefiings were to, be; Crawned) with eternal. the, 
of which promiſe; madet0.the figft tghabitants 

\of- the:Farth, they, had;'a Tradition, though 
_ 6heir Law madeno mefition of-it; - Sathar” 
Nnot:oglytor theix temporsl projperyy,, but hkes 
Wwiſe,in order. te i ſpiritual and .cteryal treaſury, 
and this in cnſcieuce under the: penalty.,of' a 
mortal, axtvenial, guilt;.: &cegrding.to. the matter 
whertihthey:tranſgreiled:, , Now. this-abl;ga- 
tjo4 wasextended not only-to theiraers,; and 
Ceremonighpreceptsz; but likewile,tgtheirfugis 
cial and Politicks for. why; bould not-aviliand 
temporal. Lawes bind.in Conſgence;;-1hnce wt are 
tycd by:a<crtain [external F'uſticean morality.to 
egntribate to:the; peace and quiet.order. ph-thel/ 
Gomwmori:wealth. fo on? © lang [; 
<9: Daft; they. axe commanded.by: Gad)as 
well as the others, and pronounced withthe 
hike bertediftions g;; and - maledidtions, ; and: there- 
orc 9bbpatety after che ſame manner... lrwas 
tapon thsground: they (ef, more by one; precepy 
ofthe Law: .than by:tbeir lives, or whatſooer 
etc moeſt;preciowto thems;.,Forexample 4/eq> 
Zer;.:;and the Mother of ;theeAZachabeos wirh. 
her Sons; cheſe! rather t9, dzyis than. tg, jeg 
Spine fefhktorbidden by. the Lav ;.44 was ins 
&I:t1 | = purſuance 


[i 
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_ purfuance of this rheir-zes/,i that when, the 
Romans firſt took: Fierwſalemuynder Pompey, and 
forcibly enteringthe.Femphy, mowed down 
all before them; neither the zerrour of death, 
nor eutoyes of the dying Myltitude round a- 
bour them, could divert them from, their 
divine: ſervice,, | oblationg,;; and; Scrifices ; but. 00.4 
the contrarpwere:relolvedtg.lyc at themer- 
cy of, the victoriow, atid ſuffeg what they plea. 
ed ,:rather:then abandon-their eAtars.., or 
quit any part of their, duy,; ;in obſerving 
what was commanfedby their Law; and fore- 
fathers. | {4.9 &Loalkod:; To 51 1.14) . 
. Now. ſince the{e., legal; Sarrifices. were, ſo 
much valuedby the;Fens, 'andobferved with 
fo:much zeal, as inflicuted. by. God's own 
appointment; iu 'Teftimony, of our acknowledgment 
of hs ſupreampawer,. \gpd our iſubjection, and bein g 
they. were their ſple: refuge to. Shelrex rhem+ 
ſelves from the dattvraf. his queer; » how, comes 
it to paſs that in-thecale of; gur Pertjtioger they 
are cenſured..uſe/eſs,,: and. no, wayes, to bey 
countenanced from:;Heaven,: For as here 
he expreſly declares, that God. would not; 
have him pay this #bute or, aomage of Sacri- 
fice, ſo we have reaſon to. belteve he did it- 
not; for it is no. where read, that he offer- 
edup any Sacrifice for Uriah's murder, or his 


adultery wirh Berſabee., though uſually all 
XXX often- 


- 
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offendours in that nature did it; nor were 
robeadmitred into humane Society: untill they 
had purifycd chontfelves 'by a _— of _ 
ation. {1907 £10190 

Some there are ak facy that: OUT: Devje 
tioner underſtands here', char: legal Sacrifice 
were 'tnoſt of them ap ointed: for ſms canm- 
mitted throughignorance, and negligence : Now 
henot finding himſelf guily i in this kind, pre- 
ſumes that God would NOT exacta Sure of 
him upon rhac ſcore. 

'Buc'this cannot hold Water, for certain 
it is, that many of thoſe Sacrifices were inſti- 
tuted for the expiation of ſeveral treſpaſſes of con 
miſſion , and namely thofe- which gave birth 
to this his penitemial Pſalm 1 Beſides, hc ſeems 
to be much devoted to: thar kind of Sacrifice, 
which-was ordained fot #ns of ignorance, often 
ſupplicating the Divine mercy in behalf of his 
ſecret, and hidden fins, which muſt needs im- 
port his faults into which through ignorance he 
may have fallen; and thereforeupon that” 
ſcore he would never deſiſt from the offering 
up of a Sacrifice. | 

 Othersagain interpret this clauſe of our 
Petitioner, as if he would ſay, Lord should I 
offer up theſe Sacrifices commanded in the Law 
they will not pleaſe, nor appeaſe thee? They 


ate but fiewres and repreſentations of that true Sa-. 
- OY; ce 


(359) 
crifice thou wile one day give'us, andifrom. 
che efficacy of which future Sacrifice the wewkwertue 
of theſe nfs derived, ar whoſe approach all 
theſearetobeevaciattd, andceate:: Were, 
irnotthenbeeter cthatÞpreſentiyenwirhiow; 
chat will never berefuled, chats, 4brartpierc- 
ed widbiforriw, an boweÞ thithrepemancs ;  vhis\iba 
$aoiftel am fite you tequirey-andif 1'gives 
youw#4, yoe will fot think Fgrudge-you 
che other : Upon theſe Fermy the*threes 
Young Men 1n Babylon petitioned That God 
Wohldreteive ' ovtrite hear ani ſpirit of humility , in 
lie#bf*Ramnis, Bulls, anita thouſarit fat Lambs offer= 
ed up'in Holocauſt. 90910] ma 5} ef 
Bur with ſubmiſſion I conceive our Pe- 
titiontk 3n-this chuſe appealstoihis great: God, 
and in{tnuates ir, is 'his-revealet will he'should 
defiff front thele Sacrifices; as being all fatis- 
tycd with his internal \afts of reptmbance; which 
more petrfettly conttibute to' the gfe of a 
Sacrifitt- (though 'nor-to the ' formality of it) 
rhah aity external oblatiby;) For" this exprefiion 
if you wbuld have bad one (ſuppoſing the com- 
mand of Godin seneral to the: Fewiſh Nati 
on';, that in all their diſtrefſes they were to 
make their way to him'by rhe means of Sacrifice ) 
imports a knowledge he had to theicontra- 
ry, oth-rwiſc he would never have put in- 
anif, nor madea Quere whether he should 
do 
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do it, had he not been{firſt, warranted in they 
forbearance: :-i 2 he nn fo7 ns ES! 

| Now, if you ask: me why God ſhould: proceed 
fo particularly with him, it{eems tome probable, 
that: itt was: 4n;coniideration;of his vigoraus 
Faitb,: and ardent;xeal far the coming of the. 
Meſirs, . by. which he. merited the efe# of 
whatthe iegal Sacrifices did repreſent; .and ſo 
was diſpenſed with, in order toall thoſe $a- 
crificess\:as to himwith theſe circumſtances lit- 
tlebeddgficial.::c: in hh T7 
For we ſce.in ſeveral Emergencies, that” 
God would nor'tyc himſelf ro the. flrif rules 
he had ſet down forthe guidance of his people ; 
he had :ordaincd that Prieſts only were to be 
the lawful Aſinifters of Sacrifice ; and the preya- 
rication' of this Law he punished ſeverely in the 
perſons;of Oxias and Saul : Yet at another 
time by a particular Ordination, he enjoyned Abel, 
eAbraham,, Iſaac, and'others ; though they 
were ne Priefts to offer Sacrifice: Forby ver- 
tus of this Command they. were conſecrated Prieſts, 
and;bad the power of Sacrificing committed 
tothem, In like manner our Pentioner living 
in -the-time of 'the Law, a Law of bondage; 
where;many harſh impaſtions were laid upon” 
them, mightbe exempted from rhe burden of 
Sacrifices, upon the ſcore of his Hervick Love, 
Repemance, and ceaſeleſs groans for a Redeemer: 
.For 
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For doubtleſs amoneſt>all the» Pairirths.of 
the old Teſtament; nave evetinrercſſeibehem: 
ſelyes ſormchiinthaty arrich tayias beji clad 
is þetieved he mucli'obliged the 'Weorldiby 
ehofe his loiiging deſires, "art h ning thecgm ing 
of thc Mefhas. NW 20 C2: 3321 {it pilgioor 

For all thisarthe rſt olzhce; OHNE oa 
ehlid our Penitent'\Wwere lyabler to cenſurt': That 
knowing he'addreſſpd himſelf to tibiiwhs 

is" the ſearcher of hearts, \atd (before whonrthes 
OR ſecretmortions are diſplayed. .'he Should 
neverthelefs'make this ſuperfluous exprefiion of 
his promptitude to perform what ever hes 
wouldexatof him. _ 

But we ought to juſtify our Penitent, and 
believe that iti heaims at the World, ſatixfas 
Fon; to the/end after ages might read, he 
declinednot the uſe of thoſe remedies the Law 
preſcribed, -out'otany:detecboFiſubmilſlion 
to the Law,\but'meedly upon theRbre of 
God's diſpenſation, who was pleaſed to Accept 
of the interiout A 5 0f his:repmtance; and: in 
that atcepration, — the 
mn is the my hemoſt EO Wl By 

Fes 7 ©. 3% 1 31535 es 7 $ He 
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Brom hence we may ni this inſlufto ; 
chat Ren we (ce our Neighbokr deficient in 
Y *_ > 2&7 what 
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whatheawes to the eerm/ Lav, we mult not 
immediately paſs Sentence. of (Condemnation 
upon: him; the Fudgements of God being. far 
different from thoſe of Men, butrcferrallita 
chat. great dey which will lay open alt Tauber 
eſpecially in matters of onifion, where they 
cauſesareſo inevident, and wherein we ſo 
often make. the /nnocent guilty, If iecionly 
we inſiſt upon the principle, then-with conti- 
dence we may keep time with Holy Dawd, 
and cry ; /f thou wouldeſt have bad a Sacrifice, 1Thad 


LL ” 
verily done tt. eA men 
_ — — 19 7 
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1 1 C:in 4 'e. XXXIV. - 
21111 Holocauſtus nou deleflaberrs,” ___. 
:,, - Thouwil not be delighted with Holocauſts, ', 
p44 our Petitioner couched this.Clauſe in 
L 4 the preſent Tenſe, 'andſaid, Then art net; de- 
delighted with Holocauſts; itwould have cleared 
the ſenſe of the precedent diſeaſe, and prov- 
ed a ſatifattory alligation for his omiſſion of Saeri- 
fice: Bur being in the future, it renders the 
expreſſion dubioue, and may import, that up- 
on the eitablisghment of a new Lav, all theſe 

4.07 Figurative 
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Fipurativsoblations will ceaſe, and thef:the In. 
enſeof thoſe appeaſmg Sacrifces would no more 
fnelb ſwee ir his Noſtrils, | 
But however upon. a more fcrious inſpe- 
ion icmay-bear this conſtruction,” thatiam imme- 
dian,- 3nd preſent effet would follow; ro: wit, 
whenſoever he. should offer Sacrifce,, it: will 
be ho wayes!acceptable to him, becauſe as 
Haid in the promiſes, the hvely Faith he'had 
ofthe Lawof grace, puthimin the fame con+ 
divion through a particular diſpenſation of 
Heaven, as if he had not been under thes 
eMefaick Yoak, and therefore fince he con= 
tributed 'on his- party: what was requiſite to 
the perfection of an: Evangelical Sacrifice, God 
would ſupply the reſt, fo that truly, as ro 
his parcicular, he might ſay ; Thos art not delzght= 
ed-with Holocauſts, &c. = 
"Upon theſe grounds our Petitioners ar= 
gument.carries weight,” and inferrs that if Holo- 
caufts bc not countenanced by Heaven, ir 
were- in vain to think of any other oblation, 
for among(tall the legal Sacrifices, thatof Hola- 
 cauſts, or Burnt-offerings, was the moſt perfett, 
and che moſt compleatly expreſſes the ſupre- 
macy.of God's power over 4, and the fulneſs 
of 'our ſubjefion to him, for in ſome: Sacrifices 
part of them were burnt, the'relt applyed to 
the uſe of the einiſter , but in Holocaufts all 
ADD] Was 
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was confumed;, and-by the: total deftrution of 
that offering was:implyed a dependency of Fer- 
tune, Life, and Being on his ordets, and com- 
mands fromw hence they werederived./j 

 Fobſervelikewiſein the ſacred Text, ; that 
if Sacrifice were not performed with a pure con» 
ſcience, : and\deteſtation of 11n,” they were adi- 
ous inthe fight of God, : this appears in the 
Firſt:Chapter»of Eſay; by whoſe Pen God 
declares, that ſncenſe was abominable. to him ;' and 
thatbe abhorred their Solemnities. Again, in the» 
Prov. The Sacrifice offered up by animpious hand is abo- 
mination in hi fight. For the end of a Sacrifice is 
citheriin order toareconaliation with God,, 'a 
return of thanks for benefits\received, or for the 
impetralton of ſome new favour : Now to pretend 
to-any-of.theſe, and nor renounce all affection 
ro Sin were rather to provoke, than any wayes 
appeaſe his anger : But our Petitioner delivers not 
the: thing with that horrour, he. touches not” 
upon'any abomination, or ſeverity on God's part, 
but expreſfes it in the Negative of any ſatifa- 
Honhewill take init, which'concludes his 
Sacrifiting ation would nor be rejeted upon, 
the ſcore of any real guilt, but as a thing un- 
neceflary to him, who waspriviledged with 
the conditions of a more efficacious oblation, and 
therefore juſtly.he might cry, thou art not delight- 
rdoith Hl olocaufts. 
5 £537  efgain, 
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eApain, our Holy Penitent in his 3 0. Pſahn, 
cxplicares himſelf ' more clearly about this 
point, his vvords are theſe. Thou haſt not re- 
quired a burnt=offering for ſn, wherefore will plant your 
 Lawinthe midſt of my heart ; ſince I ſaid engraven in 
the Frontiſpiece of the Book that i' my conſcience, 1 
ſhould inthi manner perform your will : What can» 
be moreevidenrt to demonſtrate, he had or- 
ders to deſiſt from any other Sacrifice, then 
what were hatched and conveyed unto God, 
from an unſpotred Heart; tor by this Book 
is meant the ſecret of Gods proceedings with 
Man, as appears in the eApocalips, where is 
expreſſcd that the Lamb, alone was found wor 
thyto open, and unclaſþ the Book of God's ſe- 
crets, and thy Bock was unfolded to him, by 
which heis taught, That he not delighted with | 

Holocauſts, Holocauſts , © c. | 
Beſides, rhough the Law of Moſes were 
abrogated as to their Ceremonial and judicial pre- 
cepts : Yet what depended on the Doftrine of 
Faith, and morality was not cashierd, butre- 
fined, amplifyed, and made more perfect: 
Whence our Holy Petitioner by way of «Ampli= 
cation inſtructed in the more ample Elucida- 
tionof Faith tobe unfoldedin the Law Evange- 
lical, ard enriched with a rig4t Spirit, not on= 
ly to diſcem what is good, from bad; but like- 
wiſe to embrace, and purſue rhe wayes 
: LLEELE of 
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of yertue, not only to know the wounds. of hy- 
mane nature, but at{o the ſovereign remedies. for 
their aye; preſumed he might lay claim: to 
a Law, not of fearbur fove, laid open to-him 


- 
. 
. 


by wvhich heshould be related to them as their 
God, and they to him as bu people: A Law not” 
TIVEn tO one fingle Nation, but directed tothe 
whole J/orld, in which repentance, and remifvion of 
fs should be enacted; and held forth; A 
Lay not conſiſting of ſhadowes, but ſubftance, 
by the infuſion of Faith and Charity, atd by 
the impletion of all fenrative Sacrifces; a Law 
not of /avery, but freedome, and love, which 
vvith the Precepts vvould be communica- 
reda ſpirit of Charity, to enablethem to they 

performance of vvhat vvas impoſed, and vyhere 

the Lords ſpirit 1s, there liberty is found. Hence 

though our Petitioner was {till under the Law, 

yet it yvas not asa bond-man, performing his 

afts by conſtraint ; but as a Child born to his duties 

by ffeftionand reſpett, and therefore exempt” 

from the terrours of the Law, he ſayes, thou. art 

not delighted, &c. Tp 

| Chriſt 
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Chriſt our Lord abrogated the bill of di 
yorce practiſed amongſt the: Fews,, declaring 
that 'vvhoſoever (diſmiſſed bis wife, and took 
anober; played the-Aduberer :: Nowitiis molt 
cettainthat itwas alwayesunlawtul;: though 
in the Law-C upon the ſcore of, the; Fewj 
progeſs., and obftinacy inevil) no-punishs 
ment vverce'ordained for the fame, as'rherg 
vyere for other crimes; ſo that it wvas ans * 
cvil-permited, not approved offi, And this nor 
astb the owilt, burdefect of chaſlifement'i Th rhen 
the Jaw.practiſed akind of comvancy in fors 
bearing'the uſe of its coerape power to prevent 
a greater inconveniency, that mightenſue; 
Why may vve Hot inferc vvirh more reaſon; 
that where rhe! moſt perfect comduions,” asrothe 
effe#" of a Sacrifice are- found, 'orhers'of leſs 
moment may be omitted : - 'The legal Sacrifices 
not having poverto'conferrGrace, nor with- 
out the internal worſhip of vertaes, as Charity, Res 

pemrance, and the like were.gratetul, no more 
chan our external-good works atipreſentare, even 
inthe hizbeft, and more perfett oblation, if a dif- 
poſition in the Mind be watirmg; wherefore 
our Petitioner enriched with all eſſential requifites 
of alively faith, love, ſorrow, &&c. And being 
a'perſorn according to Gods.own Heart, T. 
ſee nor but with theſe caramflances he might” 


reſt 
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reſt fixed in his Oblationin Spirit; and cry, 
thou art not delighted with Holocauſts. i 
 Thu( lauſe hath ſet awork many great wits, 
and pushed them on ſo far, as to aſlert that” 
Sacrifices were not commanded in the old Law, 
but only permitted as a leſſer Evil, as to make 
them decline /dolatry; which that groſs peo- 
ple were ſo apt to ſlide into, and to shew 
this was the end of that Inſtitution, they obſer- 
ve thoſc Beaſts were appointed, and mark-= 
cd out for their Sacrifice, which were the Dei. 
ties adored by the Egyptians; as a Sheep, a Goat, 
a Kid, an Ox, a( alf, a Dove, a Sparrow, a Tur- 
ze; that whilſt they mangled, and deſtroy- 
cd thoſe eAnimals they might reflect upon- 
that one ſupream God, beforewhom all other pow- 
ers muſt lyc proſtrate, and by their deſiruftion 
acknowledge his Sovereign Dominion. 

Now l confeſs, as to the Univerſal tye of 
the Law, Igonot along|with this Opinion 
in matter of Sacrifce, for before the written 
Lay, it is clear in the Sacrifice of Abel, Noah, 
and eAbraham, that they were Obligatory, and 
likewiſe acceptable to God, and this they 
Churchconfirms ſupplicating that this unbloody 
Sacrifice might find acceptance at his Hands, 
as thoſe of «Melchizedeck , and other juſt Pa- 
triarchs had done : Nay, in Exodur the 12. 


God makes anaccurate, and diſtinct ſettle- 
MeEenrc 
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* metnof che:Corenonirigcinflicking i pibiſliptenth 
ord clufrizants, whichfpeal more vhandbagd 
permiſſion : Nay, he owns the perfumgaviſing 
wdm x 8aojjice; robe malb@doerous rand: pilea- 
fGngrobim | FLO 751 oY” Fi4K) ut \o v5 ofl3 '78l 
v1 You.muſt knousr't benithat- oe NY WDIRG 
che! Ioftiturion of Sainyicts was-to.divestthie 

{from-dangers ob /dolatny,::juftsg3;.now 
ofie of che intentions 1m merriage may betdgavord 
fortwcationt! 75 oo br wid omitogtib 
': 0 Wnbther motive was :to! prafigure that: blaady 

Sabie of the:Grofs, : tobe: offered pn the; 
naDaw;' forthoedoftbb Lwwastoknow 

boos, 9nd obeyClvifſithardlltheie Sobre 

tended to his inſiration: They wereasa kind; 
ob vol; 08 eapagement byj iv vithett the! nap Law 

[121 $&thar if'#hey addreſſet} them under thas: 

Forinw\:atxd avtired; vvich theſe. circumſtances; ; 

they were queſtionleſs boſy,: and grateſwl 1nthe: 

fighrof Godp andin:thisſanſe the Laywob- 
liged:all in general» unto: Soorifce ; i yet this 
kinders.norbut our Pertioner:prevented with 
extthordinary: Graces, mily' bortaught; anatheh 
method: of Sacrifice, and truly he infinuates as 
math'in his 39. P/alm,. where he owns ta 
hive receiveda command to; pertorme the will 
of God, andadds he hid one ir; and thig 
in'planting his Law, chat is Sacrifice in thes 
Aa4aaa midſt 


thoſe: thar offered the :{ame Sacrifice Jike- 
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midfbffihisEarch'; wherefore as to himſelf 
he:mighir ſay 11 Thow art (nt delighted with Blolos 
eanſtij oc” 0713 ef YOu 'B Ge HITrov ie: 
-:>Hammnot-Tgnorant there are:manly mhot 
lay the force of this expreſ4ion upon the ſolauneſſis 
eaty.of the Law; whole Sacrijices, and Sagdfnents 
didnorPhyfallyxndreat.confers Grace, bur 
onbyatteta morabways prefigurod and sha- 
dowed\itforrhs depending-more upon the 
diſpoſition of him that offered, than. 6n-any 
Anate'vertue contained:in themſelves, and. upon 
this: ground our*Puitioner miglitalledge:that 
burnt<offerings would nots{erend his angry; looks , 
fince-they-did! but diſciver the Uhr | not heal, 
it: 1 A £2 LID JW 1 vb ANCEAeeh orci Ot, "ns n53 
«Yer the: diffiealcy {tit} remains,» that\hawr 
ever inefficaciourthey were: theyi badno.other 
remedies io that they wore; duties, to which 


they were" obliged, and the-ſole expedient-$0, 
relieve them in diſtrefsc! Ji; SIOTITS 19 y9iy 
-<: Somt were! propitiatorytodivett,; and shel- 
wr-rhem from-the fomi.of Gods: vengeance; 
ſtid this was a time fof\ſin,  others-were:;in 
thankſgiving: for bleflings.'recoived,, and 
for-ahe continuation of ;them-,.'and; was 
Riled & pacifick oblation ,- Part of this Animal 
Was burnt; the reſt eaten:sby. the Prieſts, and 


bo f 
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wiſe if not wſumed-the ſlameday, : but reſerved 
rifl the-next;/wasrdireteditocthe iomeraior, 
of Help benefits ;' wihenpe 'you anay dee1ithats 
npons every-:rurn, /antinall theinBxigena 
efey'they werenevefinatedito;fliyc unro thet 
belp"ef Sacrifires; and chowwliberatb and2! uns; 
weitied they werelim:thatdevotiomn;c ip 
pears by a:5aft account,” 6 as: Foſtphie ries; 
htes giver! into _rvhe'Prefidentiof-iSyria>; 
who'was defirous-romcquainti Vero by:ehisi 
withithe oreatacſr of their Conmon+ welt: 16% 
was there found ;-and ecxattly;:ſor: down; 
chi - they\ did 'Sacrifice'-at otvery\\Bne, of 
their! Solemni'Sabbaths; nel hundr&yfifoy: (ex! 
thouſand foe lnindred Carbs 311 Sev thatyyomn fees 
their fevoulrmwas notyladp,! hd wpid:in! mats, 
_ tef6f Sacrifess,tand though they werea ee) 
tion Fall bthers mofraddidted tdavarice';. Yeu 
in#@they;juripednotwith the Opinzou-of Sad 
olss, Whoyudged' things of therleaft raleemoft 
fir!t6:be- offered up rorthe: Gods, : becauſe as; 
they- thand: hot in neat: of | oanogifty;, i f0, do. they: 
morevalue var fetipri,. then what we-give;: 
bat they on: the:contrar y. th) thoughc Yno-: 
thing bertorſpert, !rhan what was laid lout im: 
Sa&rifees; a clear Evidence ,o that the main 
pavtef their Religion confifted! invtheſe external 
—_ DdÞ fo oe on x 

2DinDono: \ Mali k2.5 a), 27} =D ; Nay 
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| Nay, they were. ſo. bentuponthem, as 
St. Chryſoftom by way! of ſimilitude {ayes, jas: 
a Phyftian to cut off. all opportunity iromhis. 


 Fevoriſh Patient, : thathemighenotruine himy- 


ſclF by: intertiperate: ditawghts of; cold water, 
ira kind of pxfion throwes away, tha kguey,; 
and breaks the#effel in which it was brought; 
juſt ſo.(fayes be ). Ebnjt:the origmal, and-ac- 
complishmentiof alltheitr Figures; appear- 
ingamongſ} them, who:cameto-make aprr- 
fefcure; and freechem from all their dfempers, 
ſaw he could notwean them. from their habi- 
inal pratkiſerof rhe Law at: that time, not on; 
ly. umnecefary.,\ but even Jebnoxiou:40: tham 
withaur proceeding like v reſume Phy/rign by 
way of:feverity i \Whereforo where hofawnecr 
ſon; Tuceneſs:; and all: che Wonders he bad: 
wroughr:could icffett nothing: with !thaſgu: 
obdurmeyvand unbrlituing; ſpirits; ha yas forced: 
to-:a:courſe udverſe to his weekneſs;: and tO the, 
ſeve he: bare that: choſen Nation, /\deſipning 
the:aal ſubverfpenot their Gity; and Wawdf $4>: 
crifee; 2amd their utter:diſperſonthrough the babkir; 
table /orld; and this heforetold them all bath-! 
edin'Tratrs,'to shew histeſentmentfot what: 
heineeds muſtdo, there: being-no otheriex? 
pediext todraw them from that frarige totggeon. 
victimes and immolation of Beaſts. as: 
._ From theſe premiſes we may conclude 

# -that 
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thatwhilft the Law was in its vigour, Sacrifices 
as to the univerfality of the, people, were 
the only rules ſet down forthe reparation of 
their failings, and till our Penitent had a pat» 
ticular Patent, for his exemption, none was ever 
more magnificent inhis exhibitions, in this 
kind: Nay, he made it the Thean of his-ex+ 
bortations to others, that they Should canſecrate 
their YVowes, and diſcharge by way of Sacrifce 
what they oveunto the Lord God. 

But when God was pleaſed to reachunto 
him, the fair draught of themyſery of the in- 
carnation; wherein he'read the Layes evacua- 
tion, the darkneſs of its. Figures, to. break 
forth into the ſplendoyr of a Gucifyed oblation, 
from whence ariſes. a perfume, whoſe odour 
would lay open Hegvens Gates, that to. this 
Lay of terrour would, ſucceed: one of love, and 
which like to its Prieſthood was to be eternal; 
his: defires heightned by theſe prophetick notions 
were certainly inflamed to a.great pitch of 
charity, and ſtrengthened with a vigorous and 
lively Faith, pushed him on to vehement long- 
ings to become a Member of that Kimgdom of 
Grace, then to flourish in the Hearts of een. 
In this manner prepared by internal a#s of 
vertue, of repentance for his miſdeeds, ſubmiſlion 
to his will, patience under the weight of his 
Chaſtiſements; no wonder if the Eye of Heaven 

Bbbbb pleaſed 
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pleaſed to behold an Obje# fo worthy of his 
ſpecial favour , $hould take' him out of they 
Common track of the Meo/aick way, 'and con» 
duct him by the Beams of an Evangelical light: 
So that ſupported with Grace by a firm hope in 
the merits of the «Meſias to come,” he might” 
now (voidof any blame) as to himſelf ſay, thouart 
not delighied with Holocauſts, &c. Oo OO 


The Application. 


© This Clauſe ſeems bur a confirmation of the 
precedent Perſe, wherein our Holy Penitent doth - 

ſpecify inthe Example of a Holocauſt, how Tire * 
tle valuable our #015 are; if they be notcoir- 
cumſtanced with the approbation of Heaven: For 
amongſtall the Religious ordinations of the Fews, 
there was none that expteſled their entire ſub- 
miſſion, and dependance upon God, like to that 
of a Holacauſt, and yet our Holy Petitioner de- 
clares, God not delighted'withit ; that is, if per- 
formed m his perſon, whom he had inftru- 
ded inthe oblatons of a more perfefF Sacrifice, not 
fo grofs and carnal as that of Beaſts; ' but which 

hath areſemblance with what the eAngels and bleſ- 
fed do inceſſantly offer up from their flaming 
Breſts, Letusrhenin imitation aſcend from 
- <verwe'to wertyue, and proportionably ro the 
com 


15 CRPS-3- 

communication of his Graces, aſpiretoa kfe more 
perfe, remembring we are to improve our 
flock according to the" Sim we have to Nnego- 


tiate.' God grant then*we may give a. juſt 
account. 7 Non 


CHa. p. XXXNV. 


Sacrificium Deo ſpiritus contribulatus, 


 eA Sacrifice to Gods a troubled Spirit. * 


AFcer our Penirents Declaration, that God 
requirednot athis Hands the externalright 
of Sacrifice, he comes now. to ſpecify what” 
homagehe is to pay, ſaying 4 Satrifice to God & 4 
troubled ſpirit. Now if you look upon they 
principles of ſpiritualeM afters, this oblation ſeems 
very oppolite to what they deſign; for the 
main intent of all their preſcriptions drive at 
this, as to make us inſenſible of any Earthly 
Objects, which might turmoil the Spirit, and 
to: hinder a quiet repoſe in the Soul , with- 
out which no fruit can be reaped in contemplation. 
Nay; indeed its neceſſary in order ro the, 
meritorious performance of any good work ; this 
appears in efaron, who reprehended by 

eAofes, 
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eMoſes, that upon the loſs of his Beloved 
Daughter, he forbare, to cat of the Sacrifices, 
made this anſwer, , how can [ pleaſe Fad by eating , 
or any other ( eremony, whileſt I poſſeſs a ſad and 
troubleds Mind. Butyou muſt know there is 
a two-fold ſorrow , one that ſprings from God, 
the other from the Vorld, this gives life, that 
Death: St. Hierom calls a Soul crushed with au- 
ſterity and faſting, a Sacrifice, ſo thatby this 
oblation of a troubled ſpirit, our Penitent means 
the combat of a vertuouz eMan, in ſubduing his 
paſvions, and this St. Gregory terms a continual mar- 
tyrdom, in which 1s daily offered. up a /vin 
vidime, Holy, pure, and acceptable to God, 
by which a Man may be reſembled to one that” 
flying his Enemy kills himſelf. _ v 
In Levitias 12. Acommand is laid upon 
the Fews, that they should celebrate with 
great ſolemnity the Feaſt of expiation, and the 
manner how itwasto bedone is ſet down, 
that they ſhould affli& their Souls: Now this ſeems 
very incongruow to the nature of a Feaſt, but” 
ſince our felicity conſiſts in ſuffering here, we 
muſt be merry to ſec our ſelves piou/ly ſad; green 
wood caſt on theFire both weeps, and burns, 
our breafl may beſad inonepart, and cheerful 
in the other. The Prophet Baruc ſayes, the 
Soul that bewails her Sins gives Glory unto 
God, for as there is nothing more ſad than” 
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jm, ſo doubtleſs nothing more-tehalrfu} as 
worthily to deplore it: Whereforerhis toys; 
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moſt: powerful ingredient 1s to chaſtiſe the Body, 
waſte it with abſtinence , and hair-cloths , and 
ſpend it with labour, by which harſh uſage, ir 
is weakned, and the Soul gets the Maſtery to do 
what 5she pleaſes, as with an Enemy over- 
come; 'diſarmed, andat our Feet: Thu Opi- 
aion hath 'given birth roſo many auſterities in 
ſeveral orders, ro ſomany Crucfying inventions, 
thatthe Soul might become more powerful by 
extenuating the Body, and ſo render it leſs rebelli- 
ou7 to the decrees of reaſon: This way hath the 
approbation of St: Paul, who in his Fift” 
Chapter to the Galathiaus layes; that thoſe who 
are ſervants to Chrift , have-oucifyed their fleſh with 
their vices, and concupiſcencies” Others again lay , 
it- is not enough to quel, and reform your 
ſpirit by the Body, but that your Body 1s like- 
wiſe:to be reduced to order by the Mind, - be- 
cauſcin the commiſſion of fm, the Body is notal- 
wayes-the offendour, and deſcrves not to be. 
haraffed with rude ſtrokes like an. 4ſſe: where- 
fore _—_— xt. more expedient that the ;ſu- 
perioriportion of Man, to wit, his reaſon should 
imterpoſe; and” taking into confideration_ 
what isprejudicious,or conducing to Sabvation rame 
reſolitdiiticcordingly bork: coawid ſuch' Alians 
as are pernicious, and embrace ſuchias are'to hag 
AfereſÞ: 'And'if this be put in Execution with a 
rene Hefoick, it will infallibly oblige the ſenf- 
TILT 2.5 Jl tive 
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tivepartto quither purſuits, and follow they 
ditamens of the Soul : For example, ſ{uppoſe'F 
am tranſported with a paſſion'sf Angerfor ſome 
diferace thrown upon me, my part is to reproach 
my. ſelf with the Yaxiy of being concerned 
inthe trifling affairs of the World, ro that de-< 
orccasto forfeit my quiet which is more pre: 
cos, and if I generouſly pardon my Neighbour, 
this "injury will at laſt conclude in my honour, 
by: this means all wilk-ſuccced in peace, and 
rranquility , F shall be fortified again{tall Events 
and-fo rationally govern my-paſiont, eſpe 
cially if guided withia moderate ſeverity. to my 

Our Holy 'Penzems having/undertakeny 
ro-inſtrut the:wicked, and fected in the pot- 
ſeſlion of a prizcipal ſpirit, that is a ſpirit Sond 

feition, was:not blind in the: condutt of himſelf; 
wherefore we may- believe he ſquared our” 
this Sacrifice, according to the'4wes of ii good, 
and prudent»+Anift, he exprefſes'in the feſt of 
his:pexitential Pſalms, that hs Soul was troubled, 
and: iri another place # was like wax melted before 
the Fire, and thathis Ememes neerhim; to wir, 
his paſions affaulted him with ſtrange "violence, 
infomuch as'he confeſſes his fole refuge ( as if 
reaſon were then uſeleſs to him) was to play 
thedeaf, and dumb, and by that: paſſive'com< 
portment, avoiding: conteſts, he — 
C2) I 15 
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his troubled ſpirit: to his Creatour.. eA Sacrifice to 
God, &c. : +2 RY 

St.. Gregory N9ſſen deſcants, upon God's 
proceeding with the /ſraehtes in commanding 
them to ſetup a brazen Serpent, at the: ſight;of 
which thoſe that should be bit with thoſe, 
venemous Beaſts, might immediately find:their 
cure ,\ and why (fayes he) did not God take 

a Shorter cut by deſtroying all thoſe Serpents, 
whichhad given an-end to that Plague he had 
ſentamongſt them ar laſt, he fatisfies-him- | 
ſelf with this reaſon, that whilſt the Hebrews 
beheld-that' Soveraigu Adedicament , 1n caſting 
up their Eyes to Heaven, they might have oc- 
caſion:to conſider from:whence they recei- 
ved: their deliverance, which otherwiſe that- 
groſs. ungrateful people! would, ſoon have. 
forgat :: So that to draw them:to pay what 
they ive to his goodneſs; he was faign to lengih- 
en outtheir affifions.. 1 e 2ifl? 

Fob likewiſe whilſt he was ſcraping his 

Soares upon the Dungbill, ſaid, Lord when [was in 
proſperity 1 beard thee, but now inpny affiiftion [ ſee thee : 
Which shews nothing gives a more imimate 
knowledge of God, :thanto be ſurrounded with 

tribulation', the Soul in proſperity growes -proud , 
deaf ,c and careleſs; ſo'that she muſt ſmart inwv 
theſenſe to bermade ſen/eble: With how many 
charming Courtſhips doth the eſpoule in the (an- 
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tices woehis Darling to open the door, bit 
'.all in vain, she 15s not to be wrought upon, 
but inter anguſtias, when afflifted, and in miſery : 
Fonas in the Whales Belly, the Prodigsl in the 
Pig-ſty, the Sick in his Feaver, thinks and 
. calls upon God, but when in ſports, and pa- 
/times ſailing in a Sea of plenty and delights, all 
our ſenſes areshut up, andno paſſage open 
to his merciful call. 

Burt to be pinched in the laſt of any tem- 
 poral myforttine, asitawakens a Soul to ſtretch 
out for ſuccour, ſo doth itno leſs bow God's 
powerful eArm towards us : This he declares 
 toeMoſes out of abuſh, which he made the 

Throne of his Glory, to shew that the affliftion 
\ of his people made him run after that Prophet, 
and retrive him in the Thickeſt part of the deſart, 
and from thence commiſlion him in order to 
their deliverance : St. Gregory ſayes, that 
God appeared co Fob in a Whirl-wind becauſe 
having hurried him into a boifterous ſtorm of af- 
fliftions, he would himſelf enjoy no calmer 
Weather, butler him know he was there to . 
ſecure him. Of Foſephit is ſaid he went down. 
with him into the Pit, nor left him in his 
Bonds, and Eſay 12. ſpeaking in the per- 
ſon of God, ſayes, my people i gone dows into © 
Eyypt: eAſſur bath afflifted them without cauſe, and 


now what do I here * «My people captive, and 1 at 
= Ddddd. liberty, 
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liberty, VVhat do I here? - «My people trod under 
Fant ; and I enjoy the ſmoak of Incenſe, and Sacri- 
fice, what do I bere? No, no, there is no Sacri< 
fee acceptable to God, like to a troubled ſpint, 
and this our Holy Penitent had wrought out” 
even to perfection : For he declares how 
all his Bones were in diſorder, his Loyns filled 
with i/lufrons and ſpettres, at the ghaſtly memo- 
ry of his Sins; his greans were like the roar- 
mor of a Lyon, andthe burthen of his Folly fo 
weighty, as it bowed him even to they 
ground; if his Flhappearcd before the Face 
of God's anger, it diflolved into corruption , 
and had nor one ſound part, if before the 
frightful aſpect of his tranſereſſion it gaveatrem- 
bling, and difquiet to all his Bones ; rhe night he 
ſpent in bathing his Couch with Tears, andin the 
day he confeſled that the hand of God was heavy upon 
him; ſo that ifever rhe Sacrifice of a troubled ſpirit, 
that is,of a perſon diſcompoſed by thereſent- 
ment of his ingratitude was offered up to God, 
it was certainly in our Holy Penitent, who 
amidſt all his affli#ions had this comfort; e1 
Sacrifice to God nz atroubled ſpirit. 
 S$pirirualdirectors lay down as the ground 
work of a life of Sanftity, an interiour abnegation of 
our ſelves, by which we give a repalſe to our 
ſelves: For when once we come to deveſt 
our ſelves of /ove, then the terrours of mortifica= 
tions, 
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tions, torments, and adverſity will find no effet, 
then generous, and Heroick Acts will be, 
the productions of ſucha Soul; for ſolid ver- 
zue, like a Roſe amid(t Thornes {eldome ſprings 
forth bur in the ſoy/ of croſſes, auſteritzes, and 
repentance. Thoſe that are ſciſed. with this 
holy avergon againſt themſelves, mind not the 
hardſhips chey are to wade through in making 
good their fdelity to God, they throw them- 
ſelves upon the points of Halberts, and other 
inſtruments of ſeverity; without the leaſt 
whining or flinching at their ſharpneſs: they take 
in as it were with theſame relishthe Gall of 
mufortunes, and deſolations, and the Hony of pro- 
ſperities and comforts: No ſtormy ſeaſon hinders 
their Fourney, and that which diſturbs ſoft and 
_ effeminateS$pirits 15 to them matter of joy, and 
repoſe ; becauſe they poſſeſs what they deſire, to 
wit, affliction, ſo that all things which paſs 
under the name of eAdver/ity, arenot ſo, but 
to the wicked who make ill uſe of them in- 
prizing the (Creature, more than rhe Creatour : 
Hence it 1s that the general ſpirit of Saints have . 
carried them on to be ambitions of ſuffering, and 
ro reckon it amonglit one of the choice favours 
of Heaven, for they hadlearnt by experience, 
that if God with one Hand reaches unto 
them the (Cup of his paſron, itis but by ſnatches 
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and as it were a ſup, whilſt with the other he 
gives them large draughts of conſolation. | 

It is noted in the ſacred Text, thatGod 
laid open the perſon of Fobtoall the aſſaults 
of Satan, but with thi reſerve, that he touch 
not upon hislife; and thisnot in regard that 
death would have ecclipſed the glory of that” 
great Champion, but becauſe he would not be 
deprived of ſuch a ( ombatant to whoſe con- 
flict be, and hubleſſedeAngels were intent with 
much ſatisfaction, and ſo would not loſes 
the pleaſure of ſecing this ſtout kg7rmiſh, fought 
out to the laſt *rwixt him, and his Enemy. And 
as the Heathen Emperours took great delight to 
ſee a (hbriſtian enter into the lift with a wild 
Beaſt, \o the King of Heaven 1s folaced with 
the /ight of one of his Saints, when hev 
maintains a Fight againſt thoſe fierce Beaſts of 
Hell. | 

Seneca out of the principles of humane wiſdom, 
drew this excellent {aying, that no. objeft was 
more worthy in the Eyes of the gods, than tobehold a ſtout 
e Man with a ſettled countenance unmoved to ſflrupgle 
with adverſe Fortune: and truly the delay our bleſ- 
ſed Saviour made, in ſending ſucceur to his Diſ- 
ciples endangered by a ſtormat Sea, ſufficient- 
ly hints unto us, the pleaſure God takes to ſee 
the Fuſt row againſt the ſiream, tugg and wreſtle 
— wah. - 


(385) 

with all the might they can againſt the flream, 
and afflictions of this World. 

Thus youſee how happy our Holy Peni- 
tent hach ajuſted his Sacojfice- to the lines of 
God's will, and that: henever ſpake more, 
emphatically than.when hefaid, 4 Sacrifice to. 
God atroubled ſpirit. | 

St. Binaventureſayes, that honor is due toGod. 
in for ſeveral reſpetts, and in like manner we oug bt in 
as many wayes render it unto him: Firlt, in conſidera 
tion of many ble ſlings, and thy ug to be returned by our gra 
titude, and afts of thanksgiving: Next, we owe him 
honor :inthat he hath laid bus commands uponus, and this 
we perform by.our obedience, and ſubmiſſion to his Laws : 
41 hiedly, his greatneſs and ſovereignty exact 1t at: our 
hands, -and this is paid bythe vertae of, Latria, and ads 
ration: Laſtly, honor is due unto him in that he hath 
been offended , aud injuriouſly treated by fin :; Now 
the honor due.to him in this point is reſtored 
by Penitential afts, and by a troubled ſpirit. \ 

- *:Becauſe, inregard of his difþleaſure, and 
ro make reparation for: the contempts thrown. up= 
on: his Majeſty, he 1s ready. to. humble himſelf, 
and apply alt his endeavour to works ot piety, 
ſo: far.as even to afflit himſelf, that he might” 
honor the Divine Juſtice, which requires 
char/n $hould never go unpumfhed. - + jt Le 

... Wherefore God is delighted in; theſez! 
painful ſatisfaftory acquittances , which we often! 

Eetec- oIVe 
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give him written in our-ſweat, and blood: And 
Teſus Chriſt makes of thema preſent to his Fa- 
ther with hisown, from whence the valne of ours 
is derived, andtherethey find acceptance, nor 
upon the ſcore of any contentment it 1s to God 
that we are tormented either in'Sou/or Body, but 
meerly in that by them his Fuſflice is honored and 
exalted; and the Palms of our viftory more reſplen- 
dent. 
T his anxtety of ſpirit ſupported with a pa=- 
tient refignation, and (trengthened with a fervent 
prayer, purchaſed to thediſtreſſed «Ama, and 
ro the Fewiſh Nation, that great Prophet Sa- 
muel. This ſame diſturbance of Spirit, carried 
on by a generous ſubmiſſive reſolution againſt all the 
Machinations of Saul, put into the Hands of 
our Penitent the Scepter of Fuda; ina word, it 
ſeems to. be a principle ſerled in Heaven, that” 
without this Sacrifice of a troubled ſpirit, he will not part 
. with his bleſdings. Li 

It may be objected that God knowes thes 
Hearts of Men, and what they will do, and 
therefore he need not this external Teſtimony : 
Next, that Chriſt's merits being of an infinite 
value , ours appear altogether ſuperfluous ; to 
which | anſwer: Firſt,” that his external glory 
conſiſting in the. vifible homages payd to him 
by his Creatures, this would be wanting should 
he give them no occaſion to make 1t mani- 
teſt, 
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feſt, and shew unto the World, he hath de- 
pendants who value no ſuffering in proporti- 
on to the duty they owe him : Beſides the /a- 
tisfaFion we $hall rake in Heaven to have, 
done ſomething to merit our Beatitude, will 
certainly be a great addition to our Content- 
ment. 

As to the other, though I confeſs the merits 
of Chriſt all ſufficient, yetrhis will not excuſe 
us from offering what we can in ſatisfafion , 
for the Honor and glory of all our actions be- 
long to God; now it being an At of injuſtice 
ro defraud any one of hisrevenue, nolefs is it 
againſt equity ro deprive God of the glory due 
untohim: Whereforea life that contributes 
not to his glory is perverſe and wicked. Again_ 
he that owns a Tree, hath likewiſe right ro 
the fruit it bears, if the Land be mine, the 
Crop alſo isat my diſpoſal; the /abour and ſer- 
vice of a Horſe 1s due to his ez Maſter: In like 
mannerall that we are, all the good we do, 
or ſhall do, is the work of God, and a preſent 
with which heenriches us, that we might be, 
able ro giveſomerhing to him : Wherefore as 
all is his, our duty binds us to confecrate all 
our interiour, and exteriour ations to promote his 
honor and glory : Andiince it is reaſ6nable ji 
shonld be puniſhed, our Holy Penitenrfubmirs 
to the decree, expoles-himſelf'to be wracked 
and 
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and tortured by whar puniſhment the Divine 
Majelty shall think goodeitter in eAZind or 
Body, nor can he ever repine whillt he re- 
flects: That a Sacrifice to Godis atroubled ſpirit.” 


The Application. 


Here we are taught, there is no Sacrifice 
conveyesan odgur ſo pleaſing unto Heaven, 
as that of a Soulangulliated upon the ſcore of 
God's cauſe. The oblation of a Holocauſt 1im- 
ports the reductzon of it; to eAſhes, that of atrou- 
bled ſpirit is a tranſmutation-into the Holy Ghoſt 
who promiſes to be the;intelleft, to be the, 
Tongue 3 nay all-unto. bim that. ſuffers for his 
name. It is a Sacrifice of what is molt dear un» 
ro us, thatis the Friendſhjpof Men: For Chriſt 
foretold-his Servants thatthey should be hated 
of the'whole World, ſo that by this immola- 
tion weforfeit what 15 natural, and ofall things 
molt delightful tous. Butwhilſt we arein this 
conſuming task, we muſt remember rhar the 
Hutbandman expects not the fruit of his /abours 
until the ſeed he caſts into the ground bey 
corrupted , and thence a plentiful Generation 
{ſpring forth ; So we muſt continue periſhing 
to the laſt, that ſo we may riſe under;a new 
form, never more to be crushed by the Fla, or 

h Mill 
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il of prinding perſecutors, but to flourish in.s 
eternal quiet, as the juſt recompence of a troubled ſpirit. 
men. 


"of FT VS - - © 


(cor contritum & humiliatum Deus non deſpicies, 
eA contrite and humble Heart O God thou 
wilt notdeſpiſe. 


gT- Chryſoftom ſayes, no fond Lover dotes ſo much. 
upon his «Miſtreſs , as God doth on a Soul truly 
Penitent, and then making an Apoſtrophey 
unto Tears, hecryes, Obappy ſtreams, all prin- 
cipalities and powers ſlrike Sail to you: The countenance 
of a Fudge affrights you not ,- your accuſing adverſaries 
are ſtruck dumb, before you : [t ts you alone that finds 
admittance, and are entertained by your Sovereign, you 
only can overcome the invincible, and tye up the Omnipo- 
tent. 
When 1 read theſe words of this great” 
Saint upon the efficacy of Tears, Iam ſtartled 
at the {lender Character our Petitioner gives 
in this clauſe : Acontrite heart ( ſayes he )OGod 
thou wilt not deſpiſe : An expreſſion which falls 
 muchshortof a Lovers paſſion; forto have 
| Frfett nNo 
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no other return of a preſent, than barety no: 
to have itrejefed, argues the gift very litthe 
prized bythe receiver, andis in thenextdoor 
ro acontempt. Bur yet the addition our Peni- 
zent makes of humble, ſpeaks very much and 
helps our the ſentence: Forit imports, that 
humility teaches him the excellency of God, and 
ar the ſame time hs ownnothing, ſathat not to 
find arcpulſe inthe exhibition of any homage | 
rendered to aBeng infinitely perfect, is an- 
endearing beyond what a poor Creature could any 
wayes 1n Juſtice expet ; and therefore in 
theſe lowly thoughes it ſeems to him he ſets out” 
God's mercy in 1faying; \ Aeontrite and bumble heart 
thou wilt not deſpiſe. 

Wherefore it isevident our Petitioner re 
lyes upon ſure principles, and ſpeaks he is well 
read in Divinity; for it ſatufatory and penal works 
be a Sacrifice pleaſing to God (as is demon- 
ſlrated in the precedent clauſe) much morey 
a contrite heart muſt needs be highly accepta- 
ble, whichſis a total deſtruffion of all loveto fin, 
a deteflation and di/like againſt fit ; which- in- 
volvesapaſiion of ſorrow conſequent to this ha- 
tred, and a firm purpole to avoid all future re- 
lapſes. 

. Butthe motive of this ſorrow muſt be in chat 
we have offended thee Majefty of God, who 
merits all love, honor, and oboe from us; 

and 
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and therefore meerly'in that /nis dilpleaſing 
to/him, we aretoretract and abominare our 
paſt mifdeeds. 5 | 

-* Our Holy Penitent, the more effeQually 
to:create within him this lvely compunttion , 
conſiders that by fn we deny unto God the 
juſt tribe of obedience, as if ina manner we_- 
would wreſthis Scepter from his Hand, and in 
ſequel reduce him to zathing ; for God cannor 
be God, nor{ſubſiſt, withouBa ſoveraign Empire 
overall things, it being an attribate 1immedi- 
ately reſulting from his Divine and Infinite 
Majeſty. 

Next, he weighs how God hates fn even 
to death; witneſs his Commandements impoſed 
under ſuch heavy penalties on the tranſoreſſors. 
The rebellious eAngels, our firlt parenteAdam, 
the univerſal Deluge , conflagration: of So- 
dom, &c. are frighttul examples. After he 
had run over all theſe puniſhments, it was eaſy 
for him to judge of {in's borrow, and how 
 muchir is abominated by God; nay he yer 
ſtooped lower, and beheld many eternally 
doomed to the flames of hell, and this perhaps 
but for one only mortal fan. 

After theſe dreadful prefidents he proceeds 
further, and in his prophetick view contem- 
plates the Son of God innocent, undefiled, and 
{er at a great diſtance from any im, to paſs 
through 
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through the higheſt rigours of Fuftice, and 
this meerly becauſe he had taken upon him 
our iniquities. Hence he concludes, if the e- 
ternal Father be (o fevere to the dear produQti- 
on of himſelf in chaſtifing the prevaricati- 
ons of another, he will certainly redouble 
his ſtripes on Man for his own proper defaults: 
Conformably to this meditation St. eAuſtm 
ſayes, If a Redeemer be ſo roughly handled upon the 
ſeore of anothers trfſyreſHon, what may a finer expe 
in revenge of his own miſcarriage. 

Laſily, our Penitent Iayes down how by 
 fmwe aredeclared Enemies to God, enſlaved 
to Satan, odious in the fight of Angels, and 
doomed to ſuffer in Hell without end ; which 
infinitely exceeds all the diſaſters of thu life. 
Beſides, we loſe the grace and /oveof God, a 
 rreaſureaboveall other imaginable, and whoſe 

forfeiture we ought more to deplore, than all 
other mfortunes joyned together : Where- 
fore one mortal n 15 moreto be lamented, than 
all the diſoraces and hardſhips which poſſibly 
may befall us in this World. | 

Our Petitioner having by theſe remonſtran- 
cecalarm'd all the fawties of his Soul, and ſo 
diſpoſed themfor ation, juſt like Souldiers com- 
manded ro Arms, he then inſtruats them. 
how to redeem all their dammages they have 


ſuſtained by fn. 
Firſt, 


Nt 
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Firſt, they muſt abhorr their paſt miſdeeds , 


that is, have ſuch an averſion as heartily to 


wish they had never been commitrted, and 
ſince the birth and eſſence of fin ſprings from» 


the will, it muſt be ruined by the ſame power, 


retracting, diſowning, and as much as in 
us lyes, breaking the force of fin in becoming 
unvoluntary. L 

This done, he reads unto them the efi- 
cacy of contrition, by which our Souls are ſan#ti- 


fed, and all the ( haratters of jan defaced : So 


chat-from (Children of perdition, in an inſtant” 


we are declared heirs to- eternal - felicity ; they 


reaſon of this 1s, that contrizzan Com prizes a love 


of Godaboveall things, and the nature of cha= 


rity is to Make an abſ{olutegdeſtrution of all wie, 
which other vertues do not, as having a repus= 
nance only to the oppoſite fens : So that there 
is no medium 'twixt charity and fn, Man hath 
the oze or theother, but cannot enjoy them. 
both together. This is confirmed by the 
Prophet Exechie/ Chap. 53. The impiety of the 
impious ſhall not do him harm,  whenſaever he ſhall be 
converted: For love, faith St. Gregory, & nothing elſe 
but a flame, and fin may be compared to ruſt :' So that 


when Chriſt ſaid, «Many jms are forgiven ber, 
herauſe ſhe loved much; 1t imparts. her Soul en- 


kindled with a fire of divine /ove, had worn a- 


way all theruft of her jor. S | 
Ggggg ,. 
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But what necd welſcek tor authorities to 
ſtrengthen this Doctrine, when our Penzrent 
had this happy Truth wrought in himſelf, 
for no ſooner he had cryed peccavi, and re- 
pented what he had done, when the Propher 
Nathan published his deliverance, and that 
his ſin was taken from him, ſo that he had 
allreaſon roaſſert ; a contrite and humble heart O 
God thou wile not deſpiſe. 

St. eAmbroſerlayes, that pennance 1s as ne- 
ceſlary toa /mner, as any Balſom, or eMedica- 
ment can be to a dangerous wound: For where. 
parts by any hurt are diſunited,and by ſeparation. 
break off a neceſſary communication withthe blood, 
or vital. ſpirits , nature cannot of herſelf repair 
thoſebreaches, without the ſupply of reme- 
dies ordained in ſuch extremities : So like- 
wiſe tn any ſpiritual diſtemper, which threatens 
che Souls ruine ; if the ſovereizn medicine of con- 
trition C whole principal ingredient is gathe- 
red in Heaven ) be not applyed; 'she:muſt 
needs runa hazzard of deſtruction: Where- 
fore {ince pennance 1s the ſole remedy of fn after 
Baptiſm, this great Doftor exhorts us tro make 
it our Refuye; he bids us not to shrink at” 
"the face of ſufferings, but 'on the contrary fill 
our Soul with bitterneſs, endure the ftorms of 
compunction, remember the heart uw to be con- 
trite, not crooked or broken, but shivered 

into 
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into pieces by diſgraces, contuſions, tears, 
ſighs, andactsof humility; and when you 
Shall be in theſe eAgonies upon the account” 
of vertue, then may you joyn iſſue with our 
Holy Petitioner and ſay ; acontrite and humble heart 
O God thou wilt not deſpiſe. 

Burour Penitent adds the particle of humble, 
to shew that a heart compleatly diſpoſed for 
God's favourable aſpe&t muſt have a ſtroak 
of humility, becaule this vertue ſpeaks obedi- 
ence, for Eccleſ.Chap.10. Tayes, as thebe inning 
of Pride ts the Seed of «Apoſtacy from God, 0 Jamil 
1 a redufion to our duty. St. eAuſtin makes no 
diſtinction between pride and diſobedience, nor 
between humility and obedience, but takes them 
ina mannecrforthe ſame thing: In his Fourth 
Book of the Ciry of God he declares, 7t is 
00d to keep our hearts aloft, not towards our ſelves, fdy 
that is pride ; but tinto God which ug obedience, anda ver- 
tue not tobe found but in the humble. Again on the. 
Eighth Chapter of en. our proper will can- 
not but ſink undera great weight of ruine , 
if it prove rehelliou to the will of a ſuperiour 
power; this the Firſt Man contemning Gods: 
command found too rrue, and by this he5 
learnt to diſtinguish between 220d and evil, 
that is, between the good of obeatence, 'and the 
evilof diſobedience : So that we fee the tranſoreſſi- 
on/'of our firſt'parent ſprung from a'fecret.} 
| Root 
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Root of diſobedicuce : for pufted up with pride 
he would be his own Maſter, and {corn tobe 
ſubordinate to the Lawes of God, this made 
him ſeiſe on the forbidden fruit, and by that aft 
of diſobedience we arc all made guilty. 

So that to repair our imnocency and begina 
newlife, we muſt deſtroy the old man,that isgpride 
and ſelf love: And as by thoſe unhappy. inftru- 
ments we fell from our nehteoufneſs, it.is by 
humility, and a love to God above all things 
wemult return to Fuſtice, and it our Hearts 
be veſted with theſe noble qualities, we, 
Shall alwayes have a ſtock to fashion out 
to our Creatour, a Sacrifice that will not be de- 
Tris feigned by the, Poets that the Sor: of the 
Earth wreſtling with Hercules , ſtill as he touched the 
around," he received a freſh vigour;..juſt ſo the hum- 
ble minded «Man, whocſteems himſelf to, be 
but an Imp of the Earth, the,off-ſpring of 
Duſt and Aſhes, in proportion as he bowes him< 
ſelf in ads of lowlineſs, hc,will be raiſed, 
and approach nearer ro Heaven. St. eAuſtin 
{peaking of theCenturions humility, who judg - 
cd. himſelf unworthy to receiveſuch a gueſt 
as our Saviourunder his roof, ſayes; that by 
confeſiino himſelf unworthy , be rendered himſelf moye 
worthy, | for there is no diſpoſtion ſo fit for the reception of 
God, as to ackuowledge, and avow our own unworthineſs. 

| But 
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- > But you muſtknow there is a humility of the 
naderſianding, another of the will; this gives 
1154 true knowledge of our nothing thar brings us 
readily-ro ſubmit: Now to. be humbled by the 
»ill, and force honour and greatneſs to ſtoop, 
this.is*Heroick, and worthy a Prince; but to 
be brought down by adverſe fortune, this humiliry 
carries withirlirtle of wonder, there being 
no preatvertue for one that # humbled to become 
humble. . - | d"& 
©. .Thisverne then, to render it meritorious , 
and accomplished:inall points, as to make 
our: Heart a - pleaſmg Sacrifice to God , requires 
that we ſeriouſly conſider our own faults 
and imperfeftions.; the wants and neceſſities 1nCi- 
denrto humane nature, and which every one- 
(how'charming ſoever in the outſide they 
appear ) carry abourthem. This will'ſuffi- 
ciently evidencethat inſtead of praiſe and ve- 
neration, - we ought toexpect nothing bur cory 

and confufon from the ſenſe of our own defetts , 
and conclude that honour and excellency belong 
not to us. Thus you fee the wil is carried 
bn by humility to decline all things which raiſe, 
our hope or appetiteabove our deſerts. | 

It is proper then to this vertue to check all ex- 
ceſsive attempts in Man , after the purchaſe of 
greatneſs and Earthly advantages : Nor is it not- 
withſtanding oppoſite. ro hope as a T heological 

Hhhhh venue, 
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yertue, Nor unto magnanimity as a Chriſtian vertue 2 
_ For theſe ſtirr up. to the purſuit of what is 
great in order to God, and humility obſtrucs 
notthy, waving only that greatneſs which ſides 
with the inordinate intereſts of the HYorld. 
Sr. Thomas ſayes, T here none but may believe, and 
declare himſelf without a falſhood tobe the moſt vile Crea- 
ture in the World, according to the hidden defefts he 
knowes in himſelf, and the gifts of God unknown to him 
which are or may be in hy Neighbour. 1n fine, Chriſt 
our Lord declared ittobethe ſoledew leading 
to Heaven; itis the firſt and laſt fiep to bliſs: 
For in ths life where all 1s ſformand tempeſt, tor- 
ment , War, and temptation; where nothing is 
ſecure and certain, humility alone amidſt theſe 
perills and dangers like ſo many rocks, and ſhelves, * 
can bring usfate off, and conduct us to the- 
Haven of bappineſs. Elias inthart furious whirl- 
wind, terrible Earthquake, and diſmal Fire, 
wrapt himſelf uplike a bottomof Yarn,” and lay 
cloſe to the Earth. Fob in that general de- 
ſtruction of all his goods, rent his garments, 
Shaved his Head, fell flat to the ground, 
and worsh1 PINS, laid, Naked / came into the 
VPorld, and naked 1 ſhall return : The Lord hath 


given, the Lordbath taken away, bleſſed be his name : 
The tempeſt afterwards encreaſing upon_ 
him, as boiles, botches, leproſy, worms, and a wife, 
he fled to a Dunghill with a piece of potsheard 

in 
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inhis Hand; making choice of the humble(t 
and fafeſt place. Our Holy Penittent like- 
wiſe inthat his perſecution by Saul, cryed 
out, :/ was humbled, and he delivered me : So that” 
heſpakenotar random, buthad experience, 
how acceptableunto God. 1s acontrite and ham- 

ble heart. | , 

The Scriptureattributes two ACames un- 
toChrift, the one Eſpoyuſe, theother Lord: in 
the one he shews his /ove, in the other the fear 
whichis due unto him; in the one the ſecurity 
with which we may come unto him, and 
offer our petitions ; 'in-the other, the reſpe# 
and reverence we Owe to ſo great a Majeſty: 
As our Eſpoyſe he hath contracted with us a holy - 
alliance by grace, which we have forfeited throygh' 
our infidelity, and therefore to redeem this adul- 
terate aion, nothing but a pure aff of ſorrow ariſing 
from the ſourceof Charity will ſuffice to a recon- 
caliation. 

But as heis our Lord, we ought ( were it” 
poſſible )to diffolve into nothing before him. 
in acknowledgement of our guiltineſs, and 
ſatufaftion to his offended greatneſs : So that this 
Sacrifice of a contrite and humble beart {ſeems to be 
appropriated to theſe titles of Eſpoyſe , and 
Lord a{cribed in ſacred writ unto him : For 
love rooted inrepentanceis the molt proper compen= 
ſation for an injured and abuſed lover, and fear 
| joyned 
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joyncd with humility 15 the beſt allay to an-irritated 
TSR 0 265 | TEE; 

Sr, Greemylayes a repenting ener, for the. 
molt part beginning his converſion ,. 45\{(eiſed 
with a errour.ahd fear, which, the memory 
of his treaſon doth work within him; hmmakes 
him fora time conſume in the fad apprehenſion 
of deſerved puniſhment tor his oimesr; and whilſt 
he remains #n the plight he heholds God under 
the notionot a ſevere Fudge; but by degrees 
the: bitterneſs of theſe terrours wearing off b 
ſome glimmertng hopes of pardon obtained, he ſtill 
continues his penitential afts, yet with this diſ+ 
parity 3 that whercasatfirit he wept leſt he ſhould 
be brought to Execution, now-enflamed with 
a love of ſpiritual dehights, he melts away in Tears, 
lamenting that he is withheld from his felicity: 
So that /ove and fear are [i1]] the materials of this 
Sacrifice which. God will not reject. 1 

This ſame Doftor obſerves the ſeveral avi 
tatzous of a Soul in this oblation of /ove and 
fear ; Firſt; she calls to mind in the go/aſs of 
her /ms where she was; to wit, on the brink 
of Hell: Next, weighing and affrighted at 
the eAbyſr of God's judgements, contiders where 
shemay be; then caſting her Eze upon they 
miſeries of this preſent life ſadly refleCts where she 
is: Laſtly, she contemplates the joyes of eter- 

hf nity, 
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nity, and filled with /ebs, and groans,. laments 
She 1s not there. - : 
Thus you ſee how a Soul is diſtracted, 
that hath ever taſted the bitterneſs of fin : Tfshe 
look back $he is affrighted at the ghaſtly fight 
of her miſdeeds, and hath only thy comfort which 
God declarcd to Ezechias upon. his repentance, 
thathe had'thrown all his fins bebind him, ne- 
verto take a furcher viewof them. If she> 
look upon what may befall her, the judge- 
ments of God areunfathomedsAbyſſes into which 
She cannotdive; andthe ſole buckler she hath 
to rely on, thathe will not reject an humble and con 
trite heart, If she fix her Eye upon the preſent 
ftate of things, she beholds herſelf ſurround- 
ed with dangers from abroad, and her own 
frailties at home, againſt which her. only fence 
15 humility and reſignation to his blefled will. IF. 
She raiſe her thoughts to the end for which she 
15 created, she can bur languish after iz; and 
frame ardent defires for the poſſeſſion. In theſe 
diſtreſſes our Holy Penitent marches between 
love and fear, his love cimented with fear keeps 
him from fkng into deſpair; and his humi- 
lity, fortifyed with a true ſorrow reſolves him 
to a future conſtant obedience to God's Lawes. 
Thus armed ,, thus guarded with a trainu_ 
of hope and confidence, truſting in God , and 
alwayes diſtruſtful of himſelf, he concludes; 
hg p 
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A contrite and bumble heart 0 God thou wilt not dee 


ſpiſe. 
The Application. 


We are here inſtructed how to prevent” 
any repulſe in our addreſſes to Heaven , for a 
heart qualifyed with byeand humility, God will 
not reject; this is declared in the perſon of 
St. «Mary eAMagaalen that her love had pur- 
chaſed a compleat abolition of all her miquities, 
and Chriſt hath engaged that he who Panbles 
himſelf ſhall be exalted. St. Thomas ſays , as 
there 15 no attribute wherein God more glories 
than in his mercy, ſoaboveall, he moſt de/ipbis 
in thehumble, it being averiue which renders 
Men (till capable of his favours; and upon they 
{ame ſcore he hates the proud, becauſe they 
have not recourſe to his mercy, as believing they 
want it not. Let us then ſtick cloſe to our Pe- 
zitents doctrine, and ſeek no other way to 
be great, than what was practiſed by our re- 
deemer;” he ſtooped even to the death of theo 
(roſs, and ſoentered into his glory ; welike- 
wiſe muiteither take up our own Croſs, orellſe 
with /ove and humility bear that which God shall 
pleaſe to lay upon our ſhoulders, and if we- 
thus ſuſtain our /oad, we need not fear that 


ſeornful 
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ſeornful World, 1 know younot; but on the cons 
trary, a happy invitation, ( ome yee bleſced intothe 
Kingdom prepared as a recompence of your contrition 
and humility from the Worlds beginning. 
mL eA men. 
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Benigne fac Domine in bona voluntate tua Sion, 


Deal favourably O Lordin thy good will with Sion. 


Heorderof Charity preſcribes that in the 
firſtplace we love God; next, our ſelves, 

and then our Neighbour: As to God, heis the 
primary, and chief objet whichrgives motion unto 

| ( harity; becauſe a goodneſs infinite ( which is the 
ground-work of our love ) is found eſſentially and 
moſt pertedly m him. He being then the» 
ſovereign good of all things, there is no goodneſs 
in Creatures which is not derived from him as 
rheſource, and without whom they could not>. 
one moment ſubſiſt. Inſomuch as God is 
to mea greater good thanlam to my felt : 
For though God be a thing diſtintt from me, yer 
he is the goodonwhomborh my ſelf, and all o- 
thers depend; whereforcI ought abſolutely 
FO 
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ro wish and chooſe rather that God should 
be, than thatmy ſelf should be; becauſe: it is 
better, and more1ſutable to the inclinations 
of nature : Fore Man'is not carried by, any 
natural. propenſcon to love himſelt more than” 
| God, ſuchan rmnclination were perverſe and Wick- 
ed: Nay, forbidden by the Law of nature, 
thata Being created and imperfe should be pre- 
ferred before one infinite and increated : God 
therefore whoſe productions are all good, 
nevergave untoManſucha tendency: The 
concluſion then 1s, that we are carrycd on 
by the impulſe of nature to love God above all 
things, evenabove our ſelves, however this in 
clination be (trangely thwarted by our paſſions, 
and the corruption wrought in us by fn. 
AfterGod we are to love oxr ſelves in our 
{ſpiritual wants and necefaties, beyond all our 
eihbourr in the molt ſtrict alliance either of 
blood or friendship : Becauſe the aim of Cha- 
-7ity 15 tO unite the Subject it informs with 
God ; and therefore St. Bernardin of Sienna 
ſayes, Whoſcever defiles himſelf with fin under the 
. Cloak of Charity, this Charity ts 1mpious , for that can- 
not be Charity which deſtroyes our own ( harity within us, 
fence all Charity ins Man begins at home, and in order 
to himſelf. 
Our Holy Penitent had ſtecred his afions 
according to the Rules of Charity : Firſt, "6 
ud 
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had conſecrated his{oveto God his ſovereign 
good, and in view of thw he beheld all other 
things asa fairnothins: When he had paid him 
theſc firſt fruits of his inclinations, he fell upon» 
his own concerns in his ſpiritual neceſiiies, and has 
ving expoſed them all before the beams of 
God's mercy, which never fails to enliven 
and cherish a contrite and humble heart; he pre- 
ſumes how to intercede for his Neighbour, and 
petitionin behalf of the inhabitants of Sion, a 
Hill dedicated ro God's fervice, and for the _ 
tioly City of Feruſalem, that theſeplaces might 
be preſerved to the encreaſe of the peoples de- 
votion,, "and not be /aid open to deſtruttion upon_ 
the ſcore of his tranſerefiions, . wherefore: he 
crycs, 'Be favourable O Lord. in thy good will with 
ff: EYTM | 
Whenl reada paſlage in Feremy, Chap.7. 
1 admire the power and. force of prayer ;. for 
there God ſpeaking to this Prophet fayes, 
do not pray for this people, leſt I divert my anger," and 
again he bids «Aoſes forbear.hus importunity, that 
hs fury might break forth, which shews that the 
ſupplications of the juſt bind up Gods Hands, 
and ſtand like a bulyork between hs. rage and 
our guiltineſs. Now if the efficacy of prayer be> 
ſuch, as to appeaſe his avenging Face, when all . 
enflamed againſt offendours, it hath doubt- 
leſs no leſs vertue to obtain what ever we demand 
- EREES for 
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for our own or our Neighbours good. St. 
eAuſlinſayes, that whilſt God leaves us a Heart 
and Tonpue. diſpoſed for prayer, we need not” 
fear the ſubftratlion of his graces; for he is faith= 
fal inbs promiſe, nor will ever | a repulſe, 
ro juſt petitions : The Head of this Truth 
ſprings from che order of his Providence , 
which harh eternally reſolved, that many 

things shall be done in the World by the means 
of prayer : For there are two kinds of decrees, 
the one abſolute, by which he determined the- 
( reation of the Heavens, Angels, and Elements , 
and theſe things he determined to create 
without any cntermingled condition : His 
other decrees axe conditional , as that of Beatifying 
the eAngels, and communicating unto Men eternal 
glory, upon ſuppoſition that by their vertuour 
ations they rendered themſelves worthy of Be- 
atitude, Such alſo 1s that decree by which he- 
deſigns a grant of ſeveral benefits in caſe he 
be petitioned for them, and withbumility demand- 
cd at his Hands as the Author of all good: 
Wherefore prayer works no change in Gods 
determinations, but brings them to Execution 
ſurably to his orders; whence prayer hath the 
power of impetration, and obtains of God's mer- 
- cy what he hath graciouſly promiſed, but this 
muſt beunderſtoodin things that are condu-+ 
cing to Salvation, Whereupon St. Bemard de- 
livers 
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livers theſe excellent words : The Care of God 
over thee 13 ſo tender and prudent, that when' ipnorantly 
thou doſt petition for what ® uſeleſs, or perhaps prejudi- 
cious to thee ; he ts deaf to thee inthu particular, yet will 
exchange it into ſome gift or other more to'thy advantage. 
For cxample, ſuppoſe you ask to be freed 
from ſome affiition that ſeems very heavy to 
you, if Godgrant you patience, it 1s a bleſiing 
beyond the deliverance youſtekafter: Again, 
you would be exempred from this or that” 
temptation; as St. Paul made it his earneſt ſuit , 
but if God give yougraceand courage to repreſs 
it, inſuchſortas'to receive no injury, butan 
encreaſe of merit, you have no reaſon to repine: 
So that God isalwayes faithful in his promiſes, 
and never breaks bz word with his Creatures, 
bur gives the effef of prayer either in the ſpecifi- 
cal thing demanded, or in that which is more valy- 
able; if I ſay it be asked with faith, hope, perſe- 
verance, and concerning neceſlaries to Salva- 

tLONn. | 
St. eAuſlin ſayes, the Soul hath power aſ- 
ſiſted by grace- to cultivate herſelf, and by a- - 
pious induſtry purchaſe and get into rhe poſſeſſion 
of all verives; by which she may bedelivered 
from the difficulties of concupiſcence which 
torments her; and of igzorance that blinds her. 
Nay, in the height oft temptation or ignorance, 
God never takes from herafreewil, by which 
she 
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She may demand, ſeek, and play the conrags- 
ous, even before she afſent to thoſe that ack, 
diſcover to.thoſe-that enquire, or give admit- 
rance to ſuch as importunately pref upon her;how 
comes it then. to.paſs( ſayes he) that she is 
ſometimes:1gnorantwhatrodo, itis becauſe 
She hathnot yet received that Grace, but in- 
fallibly she will receive it, if good uſe be made ' 
of what she hath already received, that is, a 
th to ſeek piouſly and with diligence. Hence 
e ayes theraine of many Souls upon thu de- 
faul: in not praying againſt rhedifficulties of 
concupiſcenceanid ignorance: Nay on the contra- 
. Iy, we covet for the moſt part to be glutted 
+ with ſome Earthly ſatufation, on which our 
ſenſaive part is faſtned, for which our prayers 
and inſtances are made out of felf love not the glory 
of God : Now becauſe: they are pernicious to 
us, he playes the deaf; and thinks it misbe= 
comes his love to Man to ſct a ſeal to his un- 
doing, which made St.eAuſtinlay ; {tia ſtroak of 
(Fods mercy ſometimes to withdraw bus mercy. = 
Our Petitioner knew that the pift of prayer is 
the fit grace God beſtowes on Man, which 
ſerves asa Ladder, that by it he may aſcend to 
other Graces neceſſary to Salvation; he hath 
made it the Subje of his Song, and beat upon 
no other ſtring in the whole traft of this his peti= 
tion, than to obtain pardon for his jins, and ro 
be 
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be reſtored tothe or my treaſure of Sanfifying 
grace; after this task of his own concern, 
heundertook to inſiruft the wicked, and labour 
in the converſion of the impious, and that theſe, 
principles wherewith he had imbued them. 
might take the deeper root by a conflant praftice , 
he now ſupplicates the Divine Majeſty in be- 
half of the City of Feruſalem, and the holy moun- 
tain of Sion, to the end it might be ſettled in 
peace , and be a ſecure refuge not onely ro the 
numerous inhabitants, but alſo to that infinite reſort 
of Pilerims, who from all parts came thither 
ro pay their religious duties to God ;and he hopes 
for a good effe of his prayer, ſince it is in or-= 
der tothe eſtablichmenrt of God's Church; 
in which action the divine zeal hath more vi- 
ſibly appeared ( both in gratifying ſuch as have 
 4dvancedrhe ſtrifture, and in puniſhing any ſa- 
crilegious violence ) than in any other external 
actions of Men. | 
_ Exekel, painting forth the abominations of 
the Temple ſayes, there came /ix eAngels, and 
every one had in his hands eels 5, Jlaughter 
upon which Theodoret obſerves inthe deſtru- 
tion of Zenacharib's Army,. one only eAngel ap- 
peared, bur againſt the prophaners of his Temple 
ſix are deputed, that no day of the Week 
Should paſs over their Heads withour a freſh 
Executionerto tcorment them. FEE 02 
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Feremy weighs the wrongs Nebudodonozer - 
had done to. Feruſalemby dishonouring «Mas - . 
Irons, achowring V fr gins hy killing (tug ( hildren, —- 
rormenting the aged, burning houſes, their rob- 
beries and ſpoils, and yet all theſe he paſles o- - 
ver 1n ſilence ( rhough he took it much to 
heart ) and preſſes only the prophanation-- 
of the Temple, having made of ita ſtable tor his 
Horſes. _ be 42, 
When thee Angel appeared to Foſhuab with. 
adrawn ſword, and commanded him to put off 
his Shoes, as before he had done toeAZoſes in 
the /{aming buſh, enjoyning him thelike; many 
grave Doctors aſflert that this eAngel was the 
$91 of God, - wherein he would 1nſinuate two 
things: Firſt, the reverence they ought to bear 
to that place, where ina manner {o particular 
he was pleaſed to manifeft himſelf : Next,. that 
againſt thoſe who should loſe this reſpect, 
he had Fire and Sword ready to vindicate his 
honour : Forthe «MajeſlyotaKing orregal 
power upon Farthis reſpeifed throughout the 
whole juriſdiction of his Crown, but yet much 
more where he hath his Throne, and Chair of 
ſlate : So God as he is King of Kings, and 
Lord of Lords over all the Nations of the» 
; World, ought in all places to have homages 
of ſubmiſſion and obedience paid unto him, bur” 
, eſpecially in places dedicated to religious as; in 
Heaven 
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Heaven at the right band of his Father is the_ 
 fupream throne of his greatneſs ; in the Syna- 
gopue he had the propitiatory, and in the Temple 
his Sacrarium ; and as to a Temple or Church 
' wherein God 1s to be honoured. Iil 
ſayes a Chriſlianshould bear nslsſs reſpe# to this 
his Holy Tabernacle than if he were in Heaven : 
Becauſe, the glory of God is more apparent 
in the adorable Sacrament of the Altar, and from 
rhence a greater reverence may juſtly be requi- 
red, than fromall the Temples that were in» 
paſt ages dedicated to God's honour : For in 
this dread Samifice God is adored, honoured, 
appeaſed , loved and ferved by his Son ]e- 
ſus Chriſt in all the Corners of the World; 
where thy myſtery 1s celebrated all the adorati- 
ons, and homages of other Creatures, contri- 
bute nothing to his Glory, if compared to 
what he receives here by his Son; becauſe, 
he is an objef infmte, and as a King receives 
more honour from the ſubmiſſion of a Prince , 
than of an ordinary vulgar perſon; in likes 
manner the adorations rendered to God by Fe 
ſu: Chrift do glorify him more, than thoſe of 
all eMenand eAngels, rogether by the Mouth 
of Malachythe Prophet; God fayes, my name 
i oreat among the Gentiles, becauſe in all places a pure 
oblation 13 offered up unto me, which Theodoret ex- 
plicatesan u«nſpotted Lamb taking away the ſins 
of 


n 
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. of the World, and which is Sacrificed'unto him 
111 this myſtery. : RAS WG 
The Maſter of the Family eAZatth. 20. ha- 
ving had his Servants1]l treated by the labowrers 
in his Vineyard, ſenthis Son toreducethem_. 
rO obedience; {aying, they will reſpeft him: So God 
the Father would renderhis So preſent in this 
| myſtery, to induce all C hriſtians to pay their 
3 duties to his greatneſs, | 
| Who would not then Combatin the preſence 
of their King? We may reaſonably -expet 
rolive witheAngel, and with rhem contem- 
plate the divine effence, ſince now 'we live. 
with Zeſus Chriſt himſelf who 1s the Food of 
our Souls; he who gives himſelf to be: eaten 
bere, will not deny us to ſee and bebold him im 
eternity. ; 
Now our Holy Penitent in his prophetick 
view beheld this Hill of $:9n, asa place mark- 
ed our for the admirable flrufture of the Evanoeli- 
cal Temple , whereof the eMeſvias was to be. 
the Corner ſlone, and therefore he calls it holy , 
wherein Sacraments Conferring grace by their 
proper vertue were to be adminiltred;. upon this 
ſcore he preferrs the Gates of Sion, before all 
the tabernacles of Facob : He forelpeaks the_ 
building of this Sion, and that God will there be 
ſeen in his glory, 2s much as the Cloudy Scene in 
thy World can repreſenthim; andas on mount 
| SIndt 
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Simai the written Law, a carnal and Earthly Lay 
wasgiven; ſoon Mount S:on should be en- 
acted a Law Evangelical, . holy, ſpiritual, and hea- 
venly. Theſe fore-notions imprinted in our 
Petitioner a reverence to this model of perfetti- 
on, and ſtirrs him to implore his mercy in her 
behalf; that ſince itisto bea Lay of love, all 
powerful to conduct Souls unto agreat pitch 
of ſan#ity in this life, and glory in the next, he 
will hope his prayer may contribute ſomrhing 
ro draw from his /berality a confirmation of his 
gracious' promiſes unto her; in this confidence 
with much fervour and zeal he repeats; Deal 
favourably O Lord inthy prod wall with Sion. 


The Application. 


We have a Leſſor here of Charity which 
$hews us mexcu/able,1t we fail roendeavour the 
ſuccour of our Neighbour : For there is none» 
ſo impotent but may lend the afiſtance of his pray- 
ers, and how powerful that 15 to avert danger, ap= 
pears in that God ſeems willing to prevent 
the Prophet Feremes mediation, command- 
ing he ſhould not refift bim, that is, he should 
not ſtand betwcen him, and the defiraftion of 
his people; as if ir were in the power of this 
Prophet by means of his prayer, to hold God's 

Mmmmm Hand 
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Hand, and force him to a merciful compoſition. 
Beſides weare muchencouraged torelieyey 
the diſtreſſed in this ſupplicating way by 
the form of prayer which Chriſt preſcribes, in 


_ - that we should conjure him under thetitley 


of Father, nay more our Father which ſpeaks 
I have a right to ask not onlyas Iam your 
( hild, butlikewiſeto intercede for him who 
hath the ſame relationunto you, and by that” 
an alliance towards me, which naturally exacts 
my help; if then as a eater you can deſtroy ; 
as a Father nature will prompt you to ſave: 
[n fine, God playes not the flately like the 
great Princes of this World, but gives audience 
upon the _=_ whether in behalf of your ſelf 
or Neighbour : Nay, he excludes not his 
greateſt Enemies, but doth treat with them of 
_ peace upon theleaſt overture they make : Ah! ler 
us then daily preſent our ſupplications before his 
throne of grace, in behalt of al/perſons capable of 


eternal Salvation. _ eAmen. 


CHapr, 
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CnuaPr XXXVYHUL. 


Ut edificentur muri Feruſalem. 


eAnd let the Walls of Feruſalem be built. 


BY the Walls of this Si or Feruſalem ( for 

they are uſually taken forthe ſame thing) 
15 meant the Prelats, and Paſtours of this hap- 
py Congregation, within whoſe cirmmference 
or direftion we are all piouſly to wak, and to 
whoſe care and protetion all Mankind is com- 
mitted : Our Penitent beholds the eAefiins 
as the foundationand prop of this eternal ſrufture, 
for the Office of a Prieſt conſiſts in the power 
of adminiſtring ſacred things, and to offer pray- 
ers, gifts, and Sacrifices unto God for the 
remiſſion of ſms, andthisin the name of thean. 
verſal Church : Now Jeſus Chriſs was conſtitu- 
ted by Godoverall Souls, with a plenary au- 
thority ro reconcile them ro him, and for this 
end he offered up a true and real Sacrifice, in» 
which. the immolated vittime fuffered a real mu- 
zation, both in that Chriſtian oblation withour ef- 
fufron of blood, which he celebrated the night 
before his death, as alſo in the bloody Sacrifice of 
himſelf, which he might have hindred bur 
 wouldnor; heis then aime Prieſt. 
| Aovain, 
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Again, his power not being confined to 
Sacraments, NOrto certain words and ceremo- 
nies, as that of Men, who are Prieſts after 
him; and not depending upon the impreſſion 
of any Charafer ( fince he wasſctledin it ſuffi- 
ciently by his Hypoſlatick union ) he enjoyes a 
degree of Prieſthood with eminency above” 
all other Men, inveſted with this ſublime dig= 
nity. | 

Wherefore doutilef this his Prieſthood , 
above all other things was molt acceptable to 
God; becauſe by this title and quality he hath 
wrought the Worlds' Salvation, hath recon- 
ciled Soulrunto God, and pur.them into a con- 
ation of rendering him glory -1n all Eternity : 
So that among all the ſublime: qualities of Jeſus 
Chriſt, that of his Prieſthood hath been the 
moſt beneficial to the World, for by i he hath 
made up all thebreathes of jm, both in Heaven 
and Earth, appeaſed God's anger by his Sacri- 
fice, and reſtored us to his loft grace and fa- 
vour, '. 

Next, he is not only Prieſt but ſovereign 
Biſhop; cmpowred toinflitme, ordain, and govern 
at his pleaſure in all ſpiritual things, which relate 
unto God and the Salvation of Souls; where- 
fore St. Perer Ep. 1. C. 2. Stiles him the Biſhop 
and Paſlour of Souls. St. Paul likewiſe tothe He 
_ brews Chap. 7. ſayes, /t was fit we ſhould have a 


Biſhop 
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Biſhop holy, innocent, unpolluted , and ſeparated from 
fiumers, who hath no neceſlty of offering Sacrifice daily for 
his own jms. Sothat Chriſt is not reduced to 
thar extremity as to offer Sacrifice for the expi- 
ation of his own faults, he hath no need to purify. 
himſelf, ſince he hath a Santtity which outvyes 
that of eAngels, hisonly task is toenlighren, 
purify, and improve others, that he might- 
tranſmit them from the perfettion and ſpiritual trea- 

ſares of this life ; to che perfetion and eternal trea= 

ſures of the next. At this his ſovereign Chair 
dothaim; thatis, the acquiftion of immortal fe. 
licity, he hath laid down for our ſafe paſſage» 
and firm footing to planks, to wit, the (roſs 
and pennance, he is mediatour between God and 

Man, an interceſſour for us, he aſlifts at our 
right Hand that we might not be over- 
thrown, arid amidſt the ſtorm of Stones 
which fell upon St. Stephen, he-is awake and 

upon his Leggs, ready to run to his ſuc- 
cour; {othathe hath all the conditions ofa pow- 

erful and careful Prelat. I 

The Propher Foe! had in his proſpe& thu © 

Prince of Ecdeſiaſticks, when 1n his 2. Chapter 

he exhorts the Daughters of S107 toskip for joy, 

and fly tothe Lord their God, becauſe hehad given-unto 
thema D#tor of Fuſtice; to teach thema ſpiritual 
life, how to ſeparatetheir Souls from affeftion 
to Creatures, and unite themſelves to God, This 

. Nnnan he 
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he did in commanding us to renounce. out 
ſelves, and follow him; to carry with him, 
our (roſs, to be perſeverant in prayer, to pra- 
iſe vertwes, to love Godaboveallthings; and 
our Neighbour as our ſelves : [n fine, his Do- 
frine permits 0 vice, cherishes all vertues, raiſes 
earn above himſelf, and his nature, and be- 
ſides his Commandements he gives admirable 
Councels of chaflity, poverty, and obedience, and 0- 
ther precepts leading to perfection; which 
if exafly weighed would evidence as clear as 
the Sun beams, that he is the greateſi-Mafter and 
Dotftor of a ſpirituallife. 

Heis then Headof the Church becauſe the 
Founder, from whenceshe hath received her 
Life and Being; by the ſeeds of hisgrace, by the 
preaching of his eApoſiles, by all the good works 
and ſtratagems he hath ſet on foot to draw 
Souls unto Faith and Baptiſm: From whom, 
She hath received her ſub/tence and nouriſhment 
inthe provifon of the Sacraments, and of a mul- 
titudeof giftsand gracesin order to the propaga= 
tzon and defence of the { hurch. He hath like- 
wiſeſetled here an Ecclefraftical Hierarchy reſem- 
bling that of e4ngels, and laſtly, he over- 
whelms her with the load of his favours, tranſ- 
mitting daily her «embers to his Church Tri- 
umphant , where he invelts them with glory, 

nor will ceaſe untill he hath made of the 
Souls 


_ 
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Souls iſſuing from the militant here beneath a 
Church glorious, and without rhe leaſt ſtain or 
wrinkle. i 

This Saint of Saints, this Prince of Eccleſia 
ſticks, this Do#orof Fuſtice is the Corner ſlove on 
which our Penitent had fixed his Eye, and 
petitioned to be the Bas of Feruſalem's fair 
Walls; ſo thathaving ſucha foundation, what? 
noble ſuperſiructure might he nor expect; and 
truly th: edifice was {quared out to the higheit 
Ideas of perfetion. Firſt, we ſee an addition- 
of the three Theological veriues, that is ſo po+ 
| lished and refined as it gives them quite an- 
other luſtre; as to Faith themyſteries of the 
bleſſed Trinity, the Incarnation, and the holy Eu 
chariſt are in the Evangelical Law drawn as it were 
out of a (loud into the Sun-beams, and there- 
fore St. Paul ſtyles the written Law a Schoolmaſler 
which taught the Fews only the fri Rudiments 
of Religion, whereas ( briſtian Faith propoſes ra- 
viſhing objets, and diſcovers the wonders of the 
ſaid myſteries diſtinctly, which begets reverence þ. 
and devotion in the Hearts of Men. 

As to hope, whichenflames our courage to 
the Execution of generou undertakings, the Fes 
had very obſcure revelations of eternal beatitude, 
nor could they hope for it till the coming of 
the eMeſiiarand Redeemer who was to opens 
Heaven's Gates, and have the honorto bethe 


firſt 
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firſt eMan that entered there; in the interim 
_ they were fed with promiſes of Earthly rewards 
which rendered Souls Mercenary, and their' 
intentions more groſs, whilſt the Evangelical Law 
unfolds the wonders of Heaven, the glory of 
a Reſurrefion, and engages for our immediate re- 
ception into that place of immortal felicity after this 
kfe, ſuppoſing we are diſtain'd from af guilt of 
fan. 

As to Charity the Soul of vertues and devotion, it 
mult needs receive from the Evangelical Law 
. many degrees of heat and fervour; ſince itren- 
ders our faith and hope more perfect : For 
where the knowledge is greater of things more- 
worthy of love, and where our hopes are- 
heightned to a more valuable expectation, 
there doubtleſs will be found the production 
of a more ardent defire and affeftion. 

After this rare piece which much embel- 
lished the ſtructure, are diſpoſed theSacraments 
which like a great water about the circumval- 
lation, ſerve both to ſecure the inhabitants from 
the a//aults of their Enemies, and to ftrength- 
enthem in the noble exploits of vertues: So 
that by this ſuccour and powerful aid they are o0b- 
liged in honour and conſcience toa more eminent 
degrec of Sanftity, We ſce thateAri and Scijs 
ences are improved by ſucceſs of time, and 


thoſe Maſters which come atrter are morey 
expert 
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expert than the former : Now this proceed= 

ingwebchold indivine precepts, not ourof 
any deficiency in the Law-gwer, but becauſe 

after eAdam's {in humanenature was rendered un- 

worthy of God's grace, ſothat if at any time 

he communicated his bleſiings, it was by way 

of advance, and upon credit in conſideration 

of themerits of his incarnate Son. Wherefore 

being once come, he gave precepts of bigherper- 

fettion, fo that doubtleſs nothing can be bet-. 
ter, more juſt, and moreſuitable ro Man_- 

than the Evangelical Law: Nothing more a- 

oreeable ro the good Government of the 

Univerſe, and all Creatures; nor which 

contains in its decrees more equity and ho- 

lineſs : Inſomuch as its perfetion alone ſeems 

ground enough to pals a judgment, that it cannot 

iſſue 'but from the deep ( ouncels of a Divi- 

nity. 

Laſtly, astog ood manners, Or natural precepts, 
this great eArchite# hath made of thema more 
clear and ample explication, by which the 
will isrectifyed, and carried on to the pur- 
ſuit of greater things than were propoſed in 
the Moſaick Law. | 

| Whar juſtreaſon then had our Petitioner to 
make this edifice of Feruſalem's Wall the obje& - 
of his moſt fervent prayer, and that all his /ub= 


jeasshould [ubſcribe tothe petition, and offer up 
; Ooooo - their 
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| their Vowes for the diſpatch of this great work, 
in which their heavy Yoak 1olirtle beneficial to 
them would be takenoff, and in exchange» 
they were to be ranked under the diſcipline and 
lay of grace and love; wherefore let us joyn | 


| iſſue and cry; Let theWalls of Feruſalembe buils 


up. 

4  Thenext compolition of this ftructurey 
is foretold by the Prophet Zſay; 7 will lay in 
the foundationof Siona ſtone that hath endured the touch, 
a corner and precious ſtone founded in the foundation : 
This is Peter and his ſucceſlours, that rock on 
whom Chriſt hath built his Cburch, and which 
hath been tryed by all the aſſaults of Earth 
and Hell: Nor hath this ſtone proved only 
: of right temper, in which no engin of ma- 
\ licecould worka flaw, butit is shaped into 

' acorner ſtone, by which the two walls of Fevs 
and Gentiles are united together, and make 
one Chriſtian Church : Tt is alſo precious in co- 
piouſly diſtributing her Spiritual Treaſures 
throughout the World ; as the clear expli- 
cation of her Doctrine by univerſal conſent, the. 
rights of Sacraments, which delivered with a 
| Harmony and unity in faith, isthe bond of peace, 
_ the Life and Soul of Religion. Laſtly, it is ground- 
' ed inthe foundation which shews it to bea ſecon- 

 dary foundation: T hefarſt St. Paul declarcs ;. no 
 eMancanlay any other foundation (that is primary 
| and 


(423) _ 
and Bajfis of all) than whar isalready laid ; to 
wit, Feſus Chriſt. 

Bur after him the next groundwork is St. Peter,by ; 
whom alone, and his fucceſſours we are to 4 
arrive at Chriſt, and what can be to God E) | 


more glorious than to make ule of the feeble 


to confound the ſtrong, and by faith and hu- 
mility to lead Men unto wi/dom and glory. 
' This piece of Workmanship in the Fa- 
brick of Feruſalem is like a Citadel which com- 
mands all, and holds its awful title not by 
Lawof Nations, but divineright: It governs men 
in order to their Souls, andrather underthe 
notion of being Chriſtians, than Men, it looks 
not upon their temporal eaſe and ſecurity, bur” 
hath anEye to a life and felicity immortal: Tr is 
fortifyed with divine Lawes, and maintains a 
perpetual ckirmiſh not only with a few viſible ad= 
verſaries, but with an infinity of mv/able Ene= 
mies. | 
After this Rock folidly diſpoſed and fit- 
ed, the Biſhops like W atch-towers and ſffrong Ba- 
ions are erected; whoſe office is to ſuperintend * 
over the Guards and Sentinels, and to protet 
the weaker part of the Walls from the Ene- 
mies aſſaults; this contrivance is ſet down 
by St. Athanafius, where he ſayes, O Peterupon thy 
Foundation the Biſhops as pillars of the Church are ſetled 


and confirmed. 
Then 
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Then Prieftls, Deacons, and other officers 
are aſligned to render this ſtrucurein all 
points compleat; ſomeof theſe materials are 
for the beauty and ornament of the Churchin_- 
hergreat ſolemnities ; others as Prieſts for the 
neceſſary diſcharge of our duty to God; for religion 
teaching us to pay that honor and efteem we owe 
'- to God, is the perfeftion and accompliſhment of the 
World, nor can we upon any ſcore be diſ- 
penſcd within the acknowledgment of theſe 
fealties : Whence no Nation hath ever been> 
found ſo ignorant or barbarous as not toown, and 
in ſome manner or other topay this Tribute, ej- 
ther by way of adoration, praiſe, prayer, ſacrifice 
feſtival ſolemnity or by ſome external Ceremony : Now 
that theſe actions might be duly acquitted , 
there appears an abſolute neceſlity that ſome 
ſeleed perſon should beſet apart, and ſan-- 
Aifyed tothisend. | 
But above all it was moſt requiſite inthe 
Evangelical Law, where a Prieſt hath power to 
offer up avidimeand Sacrifce by which in a mo< 
ment he renders to God more glory and ſervice 
thanall the eAngels and een can doin they 
vaſt durance of Eternity: Where he is daily 
to repreſent to the eternal Father Chriſt's holy 
paſſion, and by that moving obje# render him 
propitious unto Souls, where he is to diſengage 
Men from the flavery of jm, and jawes of Hell by 
Tz the 
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the adminiſtration of holy Sacraments : So that” 
all the ſplendour and beauty of the Church con -- 
fiſts in che Miniſtery ot Prie/ls, that as the 
$un diffuſes his beams on all (1des, no leſs doth 
this ſacred (Charafter enrich thoſe Souls with a 
perfume of Sanfity, who make themſelves 
worthy by a due cooperation with 1ts verine; {0 
that we ought to eſteem it one of the great- 
eſt bleflings of God to the World, in that 
he hath given us Eccleſraſtical perſons ro diſpenſe 
his Heavenly treaſures, and ſpiritual graces to en= 
lighten the /orld, purify Souls from /im, and 
| lead them as it were by the Hand unto a ſove- 
reign- good. Ah! what ingratitude then to ' 
throw a contempt upon thoſe without whom 
Mankind would be buta Fire-brand for Hell 
inall Eternity. 

The /aft materials for this Fabrick are lay and 
ſecular perſons of all ſorts; 1o that of theſe and 
Ecdefiaflicks are compoſed nwo different and preat 
XN ations under the Furiſdition of Chriſt; the 
' Office of theoneis to give, the other to receive; 
the one communicates by oblation of Sacrifice, * 
and adminiſtration of Sacraments , ſpiritual 
goods, without which Men would 'be like a 
Body deſtirute of a Soul, having little tenden- 
cy orelevation unto God; the others paſſive- 
ly make up the Hierarchy, as being framed, 
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inſtructed, purifyed, and by Ecclefiaſticks 
-united unto God. 

Thus you ſee our holy Prophet was ſolici- 
tous in a matter of no ſmall concern, for 
within the /imits of this ſantuary are bounded 
all che hopes of Man's Salvation. Chriſt was 
made ( ſayes St. Paul ) cauſe of eternal Salvation unto 
all thoſe who obey him: Now his Commandements re=- 
late to Faith, good manners, and the Sacraments, 
which arenot rightly performed but within 
the boſom of his Church. Lerus then joyn 
 ourhands and bearts to this noble ſtructure, and 


Cry, thatthe walls of Feruſalem be built up. 


The Application. 


If our Holy Penitent was ſo zealous for the 
ereFing this magnificent irufureof the Church, 
as by his ardent prayer to diſpoſe the divine eAr- 
chite# unto this admirable work; what a reproach 
will it be tous, who find the Fabrick done to 
our Hands, and whoarc our ſelves ſo happy 
as to be part of the materials, if we do not” 
ſo muchas keepit #1 repair, nor preſerve it a= 
gainſt any rebellious or violent effort. To 
this performance is required a aye obedience to 
the ſupream Paſtour, who as it were the formand 

Soul 
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Soul of this edifice : Next, a reverence and ſub- 
miſſionunro Biſhops, who are the pillars, and oreat 
ſupports of it : Laſtly, a reſpett to Prieſts, who 
area mainornament, and uſeful to this glorious Fa- 
brick. Whereas then our Holy Penitent pour- 
cd forth his prayers, with ſo much fervour for 
the raiſing of theſe Evangelical walls, it is our 
part now to make addreſſes unto Heaven, 
that according ro his promiſe it may continue 
pure, unſtained, and invincible againſt all 


the malice of Earth and Hell. eAwmen. 


C « « «. * XEXxER 


Tunc acceptabis Sacrificium, Puſtitie oblationes, 
;  && Hohacauſta. 
Thenthou wilt receive Sacrifice, oblations of Fuſlice, 
and whole Burnt-offerings. 


CYNUr Holy Penitent had entertained in his | 

choughts not only the eMaterials and 
eArchiteture of this Building , but he went” 
further and reached in his prophetick view 
the Sacrifices which were there to be offered 


up 


' The frf chef diſplay'd in this Temple, 
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is thee MMefins God-man, who was a true S4- 
crifice, oblation of Fuftice and Holocauſl, A Sa- 
crifice, in that he appeaſed God's anver, frankly 
offered, and with the pureſt intention that” 
could be imagined; this is expreſſed in Fohn 
14. That the World may know 1 love my Father, and 
perform hrs commands , ariſe ({ayes Chriſt to his 
Apoſtles) and /et us to the Croſs.” For God ha- 
ving committed to him the affair of Man's 
Salvation loſt by fin, he was enflamed with a 
_ zealof rendering all poſſible ſatisfaction; and. 
conſidering that if heshould make himſelf 
a vitime, and preſcnt that Sacrifice-to God, 
it would be of an infinite value, in regard of 
the infinity of his perſon; and ſucha Sacrifice in= 
' faite, would counter=ballance the infinite ma 
lice of ſm, and prove a ſatyfattion anſ{werable 
to Man's offence : ' Wherefore that God 
might have reparationof honor, he deſigned an 
aftual bloody Sacrifice of himſelf unto God for the 
fin of eAdam, and all « Mankind: And to this 
end likewiſe that, God being appeaſed and 
ſatisfy ed by the dignity of this Sacrifice, might 
depolc all animolity againſt Man, and re- 
ſtore him to thoſe expedients by which he may 
work his Salvation. | 
__ Amonelt all the contrivances that can enter our | 
thoughts, none appear more excellent and noble, both 
co ajuſt' God's honor-and Man's Salvation toge- 
ther 
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ther , than this immolation of himſelf upon the_ 
Altar of the Croſs. Firſt, it is very powerfu] 
to appeaſe God's wrath, for nothing more> 
than death can beendured for God's honor, nor 
can any Creature more abſolutely avow himſelf un- 
to him, than in dying for his ſake : Wherefore 
Se. Paul (ayes of Chriſt ad Zpheſ. 5. He gave 
himſelf up an oblation and hoſt unto God in the perfume of 
ſweetneſs. Next, 1t 1s very proper to cure? 
Man's infirmity, who by his diſobedienceand pride 
had forfeited his r:vht to Paradiſe; wherefore 
Chriſt ſubmitting himlelt tothe Goſs, and ſo 
accomplishing the will of his Father, repaired 
thoſe breaches we had made by our Rebel- 
lion. Letts 

Laſtly, it is very efficacious to purchaſe ' 
our /ove withoutanfringing the kberty of our. 
free-will: For what can more charm us to /ove, 
than to behold a perſon for my ſole intereſt 
ſuſtain the torments of a (roſs, which was the 
moſt infamous of all kind of punishments; 
yet ſo great was the afe#ion our Saviour Chriſt 
bare us, that he depolited in the infamy, and 
reproach of che Croſs, all that honor which his mi- 
racles, his Docrine, andinnocent life had 
purchaſed to him; leaving them all hang-= 
ingon itasaTrophey of his /ove: The Goſs then 
is the North Star of. our comfort, and hope; for 
what can he deny us, nay what will he not” 
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grant us, who on the Croſs hath made ſuch large 
expreſſions of his kinaneſs. God 1s ſaid tobe the 
 ſearcherof hearts; thatis, he only knowes the > 
fmecerity of them ; whence: ſome have taken 
occaſion to murmur at the Maker; in thathe 
placed not a window before the Breaſt of every 
one : But though we may be jealous of all 
thereft, yetſure we cannot be of Chriſt upon 
the Croſs, norof his love, ſince he there even 
layes open his Bowels unto us; upon this con- 
ſideration Chriſt might juſtly promiſe to 
himſelf, That whenhe ſhall be lified up from the Earth 

(that is upon the Croſs ) he would draw the affec- 
tions of all Mankind unto him. ou 
How differentis the proceeding of this our 
eternal Prieſt from the uſual wayes of een, 
who upon a mean and irivial intereſt fall upon- 
the defiruction of their Neighbour, whillt his de- 
fien is to Sacrifice himſelf upon our ſcore, and 
by that means gain our love as a juft Tribute to 
his eternal Father; he mightwellaſſurchim- 
ſelf this Sacrifice would be accepted, he knew 
that God could not behold the Face of his 
Chriſt under this bloody poſture for the redempri- 
on of guilty Souls, and not be touched with 
the worth of this Saoifice; wherefore our Pen- 
tent may confidently repeatzunc acceptabrs, then, 
that is, art this plenitudeof time a Sacrifice will 
appear whichshall convey to Heaven an oder 
| grate= 
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oratetul unto God, and ſerve as abaimto cure 
all the wounds of humane nature. 

This Sacrifice was likewiſe an oblation of Fu- 
/tice, forſuppoſing that God would have {in 
puniſhed, becaulc it 1s a decree of his eternal Law , 
which cannot errenor want its effet. A- 
gain, ſince «Man was impotent to any compleat 
ſatisfaFion for ſin, wherewith he was defiled 
and contaminared, it was neceſſary ſome 
perſon exempt from all fn $hould interpoſe, and 
take upon him our of /ove and googneſs, the 
diſcharge of our tranſgreſſions. Now Chriſt 
was this happy Redeemer, who replenished with 
mercy ſpared not his ſacred humanity for our deli- 
VErance. 

Firſt, he dragged us out of the miſery 
wherein we lay after eAdam's jm, that by no 
ation of ours we could recover grace, orany 
wayes reach our juſtification ; this impotency 
Chriſt cook away, and purchaſed to all Man- 
kind means of Satvationin caſe they make rightaſe 
of it. 
Next, he freed us from the miſery of fin, * 
and by his paſſion obtained a perfect enlarge- 
ment for all thoſe who faithfully cooperate 
with his grace. 

Laſtly, he merited for the Soul and Body 
an exemption from the Calamities they ſuſtain» 
and endurcinthzlfe; andafterwards the glory 


of 
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of Heaven, if ſobe they perſevere 1n ſantifying 
race;andall this upon the deſ1gn of rendering 
a full ſatis fation for all the ſms of the World 1n- 
rigour of Fuſtice: And ſince God was irrita- 
ted by Man's contempt which /n 1nvolves, 
Chriſt knowing that God could not receive 
more honour than what was paid him by the 
way of Sacrifice; and that by how much the 
victime excelled , his glory went in the like 
proportion: He preſented his ſacred humanity 
perſonally united to the Word by way of 
\ Fuſlice on the Tree of the Croſs, as a juſt 
' compenſation of. all indjgnities thrown upon_ 
himby the World; and for this end he ex- 
poſed his Body to all the higheſt ſeveritics 
of Fuſtice. Thus God accepting this ob/ationof 
Fuſtice punished'in his Son all the fins of Man- 

ind; 1 
: .Whercfore asa diſobedience to God's Law , 
a Pride in thwarting his greatneſs, anda plea 
ſurein our converſion to a Creatureare found 
in fin , all theſe were confronted in Chriſt's 
paſſion, by a prodigious obedience, an incom- 
parablchunilty, anda perpeſſion of the moſt 
exquiſite torments that could be inflicted; ſo 
that there was not the leaſt puntilo of equity 

wanting in this oblation of Fuſtice. 

Our Holy Penitent weighing this terrible 
account conld not but tremble : Ir is true God 
was 
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was contented with eAbrahams good intent;- 
on, and itopped the Execuction of //aac; bur 
when his eternal Law to punish fin was in que- 
ſtion ( which he will have 1inviolable) he. 
ſpares nothis only Son, and if on him the darts 
of his anzer fall ſo heavy, and this for anothers 
tranſgreffion, what may not a miſerable jmner 
juſtly expe torhs own fins in hy own perſon: If 
this be done on the green branches , what ha- 
vock will be made of thoſe that are withered : if 
the /nmocent have this meaſure, what will be- 
come of the Guiky, but however theſe diſ- 
mal reflections may affright our penitent, yet 

| heis ſtill boyd up with hope and confidence in this 
oblation of-uftice. | | 
Laftly, this Sacrifice 1s a perfect Holocauſt, the ex- 
cellency of which conliſts in the total deſtructi- 
on of the thing offercd. In confirmation 
of this St. Paul aflerts, that ( hbriſt aumbilated 
himſelf in becoming obedient to the Death of the Croſs. 
' Look on his paſſion, and you willſee him re- 
-duced to-a moral nothing. Firlt, .at bis laſt Sup- 
er, he throws himſeif at the Feet of his e/- 
poſtles, he waſhes, dryes, and kiſſes even thoſe 
of a perfidious Fudas : in the garden of Oliver he 
not onely prayes with bended knees, but is pro- 
ſtrate onthe oround,bedewed with a bloody ſweat , 
the molt prodigious effett of terrour that ever hap- 


ned in nature. :'In the ſequel of his paſſion 
Rrrrer he 
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he is branded with falſe accuſations, and ignomi= 


nious reproaches, derifions and ſcorns: He receives 


the higheſt indignities from the vileit of perſons, 
as tobe buffeted, ſpit on, crowned with T horns, faſined 
0n the Croſs berween two Thieves as the ring- leaders, and 
this at their Paſchal ſolemnity in the populous 
City of Feruſalem, where he forteitcd all that 
reputation, which rhe wonders of his power, 
and ſublime communications of his wiſdon 
had purchaſed to him; ſo that many who 
had been his ſpe&ators, and of his audience, inv 


_ whoſe opinion he had paſſed for a frgnalperſon, 


a great Prophet, a Man incomparable in vertue and 
ſanctity, nay wholooked upon him as the» 
promiſed «Meſiias, and Son of God, gave him 
then the Charafer of an Hypocrit, and condem<- 
nedall his miracles, as meer i/ufrons, and the 
effetts of eArt magick, and his Sermons as dreams of 
phantaſtick babling. Nay, the Prophet” 
£Eſay tiles bim the laſt and outcaſt of «Ten, difi- 
gured, miſhapen, and laden with infirmities, inſomuch 
that he was eſteemed as ove Leperſtrock, and the objef of . 
od's vengeance. O what a Holocauſt was thu? 
He that 1s Lordand Creatowr of the World, King 
of Heaven, and Sovereign Fudze over the li- 
ving and the dead; is deſtroyed, in his honor 


. and reputation, his Eyes wax dimm and dark, 


his Face pale and wan, his Tongve furred and 
{woln, his Lips black and blew, and his whole 
Body 
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Body mangled in ſuch ſort as they numbred 
all his Bones, ſo that it was as it were bur” 
one wound ; and all theſe outragesare compleared 
in his Execution upon the oe which kind 
of death wasſoabominable as Tsſlatur {ayes , 
it t2an injury done to God himſelf that a Creature crea- 
ted after his Image ſhowd dye on the Croſs. ( icero 
ſayes, it is an aft very hainous to bind a Citizen of Rome, 
a Villany to ſcourge him, and in a manner 4 Parricide 
to kill bim, but what then will it be to put him on a 
Croſs. 

| Heretofore God made himſelf known- 
- by deſtroying Pharaoh and all his Hoſt, bur 
now he will get himſelf a Name and Fame 
by playing the Hobcauft, and dying upon the 
Croſs. 
7 Thus you ſce how juſtly our Petitioner 
might aſſert this Sacrifice to be an oblation of Ju- 
flice, anda Holocauſt or whole burnt offering 
which would be accepted off: For certain- 
ly God was never more honoured than by 
Chriſt offercd up onthe( roſs, becaule the glory 
there given him, outvyes all the injuries and 
affronts that had been orever shall iſſue from. 
rhe ugly Face of jon. 

Burt the Fire of his /ove ſtopt not here : his 
ſacred humanity would further yet honour God 
by a Sacrifice, which should not be confined 
to a short ſpace of three hours, to a little 
| ſ1gne 
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Nation ofthe Fews, nor to the narrow hill 
of MountCalvary:whereforeby a generous de- | 
lion he inſtiruted the Sacrament of the Euchariſt, 
wherethis ſame humanity without effuſion 
of blood might honour God by a Sacrifice 
that would laſt to the worlds end, and be e- 
very day reiterated, not upon oze (1n 8je monun- 
tain, but in millions of places throughout a | king> 
domcs where there is any Prie/: to ofter up 
this Sacrifice to God's honor, and as a tribute'to his 
infinite oreatneſs. | 

Our greatGod beholding this admirable 
contrivance of his incarnate word , and of a 
Soul moſt pure\, andholy, allyed ro his Son 
by a perſonal umon ; and relishing this honor 
heshould receive from this Sacrifice begun at 
a great diſtance to nolc the ſweet odour it would 
cvaporate even up to Heaven; this gave 
| himadifaft Cas it were ) of the eAoſaical $a- 
crifices; which revealing ro our Holy Penitent 
made him cry, hot art not delighted with Holocauſts, 
But this is more clearly expreticed by the Pro- 
phet «alachy, where God requires the Temple 
Gateto be ſhut, the Fire of his Altar for the deſrufion 
of viflimes no moreto be keptin; and confeſſes hes 
9 doy'd with them, upon the previ/zon of that” 
excellent Sacrifice ro be made to him in the E< 
vanoelical Law. OY 

Again, as a Sacrifice is directed not only 
LO 
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to expreſs God's ſupream Dominion over us, but 
likewiſeto acknowledge our thanks tor his 
divine favours; now the ſacred humanity of _ 
Jeſus Chriſt accomplished in vertue would. 
not beungrateful : For God had given himſelf 
unto it by aperſonalunion, ina manner the moſt 
obliging, and moſt ſublime, that isany way 
conſiſtent with a Creature; in returnot this 
he would conſecrate himſelf unto him with 
all the circumſtances of perfetion, by which a 
(Creature can be made hs: And which cannot” 
be more than by a Sacrifice wherein he him- 
ſelf i2 deſtroyed, and as -much as may be redu- 
ccd. to nothins, that his immenſe greatneſs might 
appear by his oppoſite ſubjettion : Now having 
done this once by the 4loody Sacrifice of the 
Croſr, he would: perpetuate the ſame in the 
Sacrifice of the eAltar : that whileſt the fabrick 
of this new Feruſalemshould ſtand,. he might- 
alwayes render afs of thankggiving for the graces 
conferred on his humanity, and on the members 
of his Church. By this Sacrifice we are enabled 

to pay. our debt of thanks to God for the rich pre= 
fent of his only Son, , which we return unto 
him as a due and equal ackwowledgment ; and if is 
be proportioned co what we owe fora gift ſo 
pret1ous;, much.more; will 1t; {gr ve tO diſ= 
charge our dutits of gratitude forather bene 
fits; as when hc: is. pleaſed ;to;make us vitto- 
FF: S{{T rious 
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riows Over temptations and all the Znemies of our 
Salvation. a) Net 3 

Laſtly, his Sacrifice on the Croſs was to al- 
lay God's anger againſt the fins of Mankind 
and this ſame defign is carried on in the Sacrifice 
of the eAhar, and aims chiefly to render God 
propitious to ouT tranſoreffions. In the works of 
St. [ames, St. Bafil,” and Sr. Chryſoſtom (peaking 
of this Sacrifice is found this expreſſion. Lord 
accept of this Sacrifice as a propitiation far the fins and ig= 
norance of the people, by which you may ſee thy 
Sacrifice doth not only appeaſe God's anger, dif- 
chargeour large ſcore of gratitude, but alſo is 
effectual to purchaſc a ſupply for all our wants. 
So that our Petitioner in the proſpect of this 
bloody and unbloody villime might confidently u= 
ſurp this pleaſingair: Then he will with afa- 
tisfyed Eye behold a Sacrifice, oblation of Fuſlice, 
and a whole burnt-offering. | + | 
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The Application. 


Our Holy Penitent in. another Pſalm ex- 
preſſes the reſentment of the Childrenof /- 
rael, when in captioay they fat weeping upon, 
the Banks of the River of Babylon at the res 
membranceof Sion, and of thoſe Religious as 
they were wont to perform. in that holy place. 

| I 
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Iam confident our zealous Petitioner felt no leſs 
: the birter throwes of afflittion and /angwſhments 
_ after the Evangelical Temple, wherein would 

be offercd up a Sacrifce ſo full, as the Juſt 
of God could exact nothing more; with what 
ſatisfaction did herefle@ on this then, to wir, 
that time we now polleſs, wherein we can” 
daily adore Jeſus Chriſt in his ſaved throne of 
the Euchariſt, as Children paying the duty weL 
owe to ſo indulgent a Father, as Subjefts to a 
lawful Prince, as Criminals to a moſt equitable Fudpe 
as ſlaves toa Redeemer, and as ( Teatures to a Sove- 
rein Creatour. Let us beg that ſince hehath 
daigned tocxpolc himſelf a daily vitime upon 
the Alar for all Mankind, that there may be 
no Soul whoshall deny him the juſt tribute of 
love, praiſe, and «Adoration. eAmen. 
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Tunc imponent ſuper altare tum vitulor, 
Then they will lay Calves upon thy Altar. 


')+ holy Penitent having decipherd this 
bloedy , and unbloody Sarrifee , 'as Feruſalem's 
greateſt Glory, and the Ornament of Sion, 
that is, the Church of Chriſt ; he carries on =_ 
is 
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his prophetick view his thoughts to other 
inferiour offerings , as the off-ſpring and reſult of 
this ſupreamly great one: Such are the obla- 
ton of perſons, who raiſed above the charms 
of fleſh and blood embrace the Councels, and 
Rules of higheſt perfection given by our 
Saviour, and quitting all Farthly intereſts con- 
ſecrate themſelves totally to God. "Y 
Theſe our Petitioner $hadowes under they 
name of (Calves (according to. Enthymius ) be- 
cauſe having never taſted the Yoak, but let 
| looſe to their tull {winge and /tberty, do yet 
of their own accord make themſelves a daily 
Sacrifice unto God :: For he. that embraces 
{ſuch a ſtate of perfeQtion forſakes all; firſt, 
he forſakes himſelf, renouncing inſome fort. 
all righrover himſelf, and ro! become a /lave 
to God in the perſon of another, who in theo 
name of God, and in his ſtead accepts the 
donation and ſurrender of himſclf,; and it is 
'\ upon theſe terms, that he may be condufted 
_ toperfefion; ſo that the Final motive of this Sa 
crifice is the exaf and univerſal praftiſe ofall kind of 


VerlUeS. | 


Riches, honour, and pleaſure are the three 
maittEnemies,to perfection; all whichareclear- 
ly ſubdued in the eſſential obligations of hk 
perfect State. Poverty choaks the deſire after 
remporal goods ; Chaſtity allays the concu- 

wn] piſcence 
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piſcence of pleaſure, . and obedience ſtifles all 
apperite to Worldly greatneſs : Bur beſides 
all this, we are to give'to God our ations, 
our time, and employments; and this gift con- 
ſiſts in the punctual obſervance of certain Rules which 
allorro every one how to ſpend the Year, the 
eMoneth, the Week, the Day; nay every Hour : 
So that perſons who devote themſelves ro 
ſucha flate need notbe folicitous for directi- 
oas leading to perfection; the Commandements 


of God, and zealous performance of ſuch preſeripts 
asarc given by ſpiritualmaſlers, afford abundant 
matier for this noble defeon. 

W hat a comfort mult it be to thoſe who 
are ſetled inthis ſtateto think, that there is 
nothing more excellent ina (Creature, than” 
to belong ina particular manner toGod their 
Creatour ; who hath power to glority and en- 
rich them with all good * What can be mae 
defirable than to grow every Day, and hourin_ 
perfection, and this in ſpirizuality, which is be= 
.yond all others a treaſure of higheſt value? We 
{ec all Beings ftrive to their utmoſt in this ambi- 
tion; Plants ſpring up, and bear the faireſt 
Flowers that poſlibly they can : Trees afford li- 
berally their beſt fruit; Boates 10]ue forth all 
their ſtrength and vigour to become more 
powerful in which their vertue conſiſts: And 
what invention is not hammered out by Yomen to 
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add the leaſt firoak to their natural beauty , shall 
the Soul then be alone inſenſible in this pro- 
priery of nature? No, no, our new Law-giver 
hath planted in Man a boly ambition after perfe- 
Hon, and this ſeed hath been ſo fruitful, and 
ſo efficacious, that one might judge the abſtrac- 
zed lives which ſo many have led in all ages, 
ſince his viſible appearance upon Earth, 
were the effects of aſcvere command, rather 
than a Paternal Councel, and that ſuch a Sacrifice 
of Calves; that is, a religious Jimplicity and total 
| abnegationof Earthy intereſt, could not ſpring from 
a frank choice of the will, bur from an abſolute ne- 
ceſaty : Wherefore our Holy Penitent all ra- 
vished with admiration points out that time 
wherein theſe wonders shall be wrought; 
Then will they put ( alves upon thy Altar. 

The great Yheels which give motion to all 
our afions in this life are what is beneficial, plea« 
ſant, and gloriow: As to the firſt, thoſe who 
addict themſelves to a ſtate of perfection find 
go00d rules, good example, ſpiritual documents , 
knowing directours, ſeyeral exciting graces, and 
all chings that lead to the accomplishment” 
of vertue, and encreaſe of merit.. Beſides, he 
- 1s{ecured from innumerable milſeries of the 
World, which is nothing elſe but a Chaos of 
trouble and confuſion, a Theatour of envy , 
ambircion, luxury, tyrannical oppreſlions, 
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a place of errour, and darkneſs, overſpread' 
with nets of temptations, and cluttered with im- 
pediments of Salvation heaped one upon ano- 
ther: So that to be warranted againſt ſo many 
dangers, andatthe ſame time pur into poſſeon 
of a real good by the conſtant praftice of wer- 
tues, iSan advantage toa humane Creature 
deſigned for Eternity beyondall other inthe 
World. 

As to the other motive which agitates us 
here; to wit, things delighiful, none are to be 
compared to thofe raviſhments encloſed with- 
in the precincts of a holy retirement: For they 
are ſatisfactions of the eAſind, which being 
more pure and folid than thoſe of the Body, 
do conſequently much outſtrip chem in worth 
and excellency ; the firſt ground of this con- 
rentment is a perfef? tranquility of Adind, which 
knows no gnawing'nor remorſe of conſci- 
ence. The Soul( {ayes Solomon) that reſis in this 
aſſurance is a continual banquet, after this quiet ſuc- 
ceeds a greatloveto God, whichyields a ſpeet 
reli to the moſt embirttered accidents of this. 
life: Then a vigorous ſubduing of immortifyed paſdi- 
ons, which like an Exemtioner tortures: the 
greateſt part of Worldlings, and makes them 
{pin out this miſerable hfe in an infinity of anxi- 
eties, and afflition. Ina word, it is the property 
of vertue to affe& with delight that perſon which 
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puts himſelf upon the performance of any 
Heroick, aftion. Wherefore a ſtate of perfetion 
which teaches the praftice of all vertues, in the 
molt generous and difintereſlſed way, muſt 
needs be attended witha great joy and conſolati= 
on; what pleaſure then mult it be to be ſetled 
in a condition of life which 1s a holy reſemblance of 
Heaven, ſurrounded with the precious ernaments 
of allvertues, wherewith it is deckedand ſet” 
forth no leſs than is the Firmament embellished 
with Stars. 

O what pleaſure to be received into the» 
Houſhold and Family of God, to be cherished 
with an amable aſpet from that grand Maſter , 
and own'd by him as a Domeſtick; where a 
multitude of graces and divine favours arey 
Showred down; where at every turn are 
offered occaſions of doing well, and arri- 
ving at an admirable pitch of Sancity, and 
laſtly, where particular aids of graceare com- 
municated to carry us to our final end and 
eternal felicity | 

As to the third Engin which gives life to 
our ations, that is honor, what greater can 
there be than fora Soul to be God's ſpouſe, his 
favourite, and friend! Now this ſtate of perfec- 
tion ennobles a perſon with all theſe titles of 
greatneſs; for vertue 1s the ſource of honor, and 
by how much thar excels in any one, ſo much 
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15 hishonoyreally advanced, this ftatethen being 
' a nurſery of vertues, wherein the moſt excellent 
are practiſed, andin the moſt excgllent man- 
ner, as ſquared our to the Evangelical Councels, 
it followes that ſuch are truly noble who are en- 
liſted under the ſublime Standard of fo pertect 
and Chriſtian awarfare. | 
Firſt, they practiſe the method of getting 
honor; that is, by flying it; for honorreſembles 
a ſhadow that flyes the purſuer, and purſues the 
fugitive. | 
Next, they profeſs humility, and the Son 
of God hath proteſted, that thoſe whohumble them- 
ſelves ſhallbe exalted. a1 | 
'. . Thirdly, they inceſſantly praiſe andglo- 
rifie God both by their deeds and words; 
now Chriſt ſayes, thoſe that glorify him ſhall be 
glorifyed by bim. Wherefore this ſlate cannot” 
be but truly glorious and honorable, 1n which are 
compriſed in its perfection all that is et= 
ther to our profit, pleaſure or honor. 

Some who would diminish the worth of 
this Sacrifice obje, that many languish under 
the Yoak of their vocation, and lead alife more 
embirtered than others in a worldly converſati= 
on. 

To which I anſwer, that thole defefs 
ſpring not from the State, but from the immor. 
tifyedneſs, pride, indevotion, and other evil qua« 
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lities in particular perſons, who were they 
ſuch as their flate requires, would trip with joy 
in their zribulation, acknowledge themſelves 
- ſingularly countenanced by Heaven, that 
whenthey were inthe midſt of a depraved and 
corrupted world, he drew them off clear from 
all its haz;ardrand miſeries ; to plant them in a 
Land flowing with «Mik and Hony: That having 
reſcued them from a party, that would have 
betrayed and given them up to death, he admitted 
them inhabitants of God's City upon Earth; 
who will be to them a /oving and indulgent Mo- 
ther, and tranſmit them rich laden with merit. 
into the Land of the living; in caſe they ac- 
quit themſelves faithfully of their dy: This 
Ifay would be their Zarmony were they not 
ungrateful, and by their Chagrin and Male- 
contented humour , diſtaſtful to God and them- 
ſelves, and ſo unworthy of the dignity of their 
flate. 
But whilſt I thus exalt this Sacrifice, which 
is the purchaſe of that eternal viime offered up 
on the Croſs, yetI am notſotranſported with 
itsexcellency, as notto know it hath its proper 
Croſſes, nor do I blush to contels it, ſince 
every difficulty finds there likewiſe its Conſola< 
tion. 

Firſt, the indigent life there led is many 
rimes bur a /mple diſpropriatzen; where we find 
more 
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more neceſſaries for a ſub//tence thanan infinity 
of perſons in the World enjoy, who by con- 
ftraint is feign to continue poor: Beſides, this 
poverty will be recompenced witha hundred- 
fold in eternal treaſurer, and to this perfor- 
mance the Son of God hath engaged him<- 
ſelf. 
 Chaſlitythere obſerved is alife Angelical, and 
an imitation of thateternal, wherein no mar= 
riaze will be admitted, it frees them from a 
million of cares, ſufferings and perplexities which 
married perſons experiment at a dear rate, 
and thence frankly confeſs their ſtate to be 
much leſs happy. 

Obedience is a life without curioſity, a ſecure na= 
vioation,” and an excuſe of weight with God: Ir is 
a journey performed ſleeping ; for whilſt you 
obey, you repole quictly in the condut of an= 
other, and by that, avoid a thouſand dangers 
and difficulties incident to thoſe, who liveat” 
the Helmof their own wiland liberty. 

If they are ſtartled at the neceſlity of co- 
habiting with ſome who may be of a ſtrange 
peevish and croſs humour, and with theſe 
they muſtcontinue even to death; this Icon- 
felis may happen ſometimes, yet nor alwazes; but 
as to this likewiſe there is oftena miſtake, the 
froward bumour being rather inzhemſelverthan in 
their companion, ſo that poſſeſling a ſpirit like 

that 
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thatof the Faundice, all they behold appears 
yellow to them: Bur admit they are really ſo, 
that is, thwarting and contradictory, per- . 
haps God hath givenzhem to you, that they 

' may be converted and ſaved by your mildneſs and 

| patience, atleaſt to be unto you occaſron of merit : 

Chriſt our Lord diſdained not to cohabit” 
with Fudas, and if they diſcharge not their. 
duty ro you, atlcaſt do yours to them, and ſo 
you will hammer out a Crown at their coſt, 
and by means of their unpleafmg ſtroaks. 

Ina word, if you have alovefor God, and 

a ſerious thought of Eternity, be it of Heaven or 
Hell; if you conſider the torments and death of 
Jeſus Chriſt, nothing will ſeem harſh or tedious 
toyou inthis life: It you conſider the immenſe 
obligations you owe to your Redeemer, you 
will lament in that you have but one /ife to Sa- 
crifice for him, that hath loſt his own ſo wor- 
thy upon the eAliar of the Croſs for your ſake: 
You will repine that natureallowes you but a 
term of /ixty years or thereabouts in this world 
to ſpin out in his ſervice; ſince he hath ſurren- 
dered uphs life for you, of which one moment 

15morcto beyalucd than all the duration and 
exiſtence of een and Angels. 


This is the Sacrifice of Calves, which our 
Penttent had in his prophetick view, and it” 
- leavesa ſweet reliſh in his Mind, with which he 
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_ concludes his petition. It was\.doubtlels 

martcr-of great-jey; toour' Ponte, to.confider. 
the: powerful operation; of K3hiſt's\apirit & $haty _ 
would: draw Men from ſenſual plea/argzyiand, © 
baits of this Worlds: indaeethera ro:Gontremnm 
riches, honors,” ahd+Earthly glory, and exchange 
theſe for hair-labs, \ faſting , diſciplines , ang, a+. - 
rffer mortificationsatthe fleſh; andthis ro bendtr. 
edby perſons gitat in dighiy,; \mitmming ne 
full plenty of wealth ; and:gydycd; mirh intellefual 
parts CVEn to admiration\;;Milligns of; theſes 
have shr owded th emliedyes wath inthe Walls, 
of a poor habitation;| whert gleathed withg ppurye; 
habit they: haveoled a /ifapypholly Angelical,, and; 
made themſelves Hail Seoifien unto God 
paſſes all the wiſdm ob the#4r{dLand fo fuls.' 
filled rhe prophecy of our; happy, Penitent 3, {ben 

| ( chat is in the-Church'to be eſtablichedand 
' founded by the Meſlias ) they willlay ( alueconyhy. 
" eAliar. "5 
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The Application. 


Our Holy Penitent here cntertains highs 
ſelf with the grateful returms which Chriſtians 
were to make in conſideration of Chrift's e- 
ternal Sacrifice, and certainly there isno ſtates 
ſpeaks ſo much a geyerous love tro God, as that 
XXRXIE of 
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of acontemplative life, where we behold:Men 
deveſted of all Jelf love; to become perfeft flavgs 
to the divine wilt; freed from-all adheſion:to 
creared things, that in charity /they:might be 
unitedtoGod; avoiding the World's cnvers 
ſation,” thebetter to enjoy God's preſence, that 

ſincethey cannotlive without him,at leaſt the) 
ighclive with him as much as the conditith 
_ of thismonial life will bear. To contemplate 
fo many thoiſand Families, ' where'Crea- 
tures anticipate their Felicity by praiſing God 
inceſfantly, 'and whoſeem nor to ſubþ/t but” 
| by*the dewof a Holy Love, like the Seraphims 
in Heaven.” | Ah letus'theniconclude with 
our Holy Penitent, and bleſs the divine Provi- 
dence; who hath/in the revolution of ſo many 
ages receivedthe perfume of prayersand thanks- 
 givings; from an infinity of pure innocent Souls, 
comecratedina peculiar manner to his glory 

and ſervice. © Amen. - 
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